26th CONGRESS SENATE. 19K
2d Session. ’ [ = ] ‘[:,!;25;]

MESSAGE
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

In compliance with o’ resolution of the Senate, copies of Jémeéﬁdnriénce,
imputing malpractices to the American consul.at Havana, in regard to

granting papers to vessels engaged in the slave: trade.,

January 20, 1841, - -
. Read. . .

January 26, 1841,

Ordgred to be printed..

"

To the Senate of the: t/'zﬁﬁed Stqles;: S
T herewith transmit to'the Senate, in reply to their resolution of the 20th
of July last, a report from 'the Secretary of State, with accompanying pa-

pers.
, e M. VAN BUREN.
WasHiNGToN, January 18, 1841, ~ :

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 18, 1841.

- The Secretaty of State, to whom has been referred ‘the resolution of the
Senate of the 20th of July last, requesting the President (if in his opinion
not detrimental to the public interest) to lay before that House, at its next
session, * copies of any correspondence, or documents, that may be under
his control, from any of the British authorities, and especially from the
British pro-consul fer the Cape Verd Islands, imputing malpractices to
Nicholas P. Trist, our consul at Havana, in regard to the granting of papers.
to vessels engaged in-the slave.trade, together with any commtnications on
" the sulject ‘from the said consul ; and, also, copies of any correspondence
that has taken place between the said consul and any agents of the British
Government residing at Havana, under the treaties between Great Britdin,
and Spain, for the suppression ot the slave-trade :” has the honor respect-
fully 1o report to the President, in answer to that resolution, the accompa-

nying papers, of which a list is enclosed. _
JOHN FORSYTH.

To the PrestpeNT of the United States.
Blair & Rives, printers.
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LIST OF PAPERS TRANSMITTED.
C’orrecponflence of lhc Consul of thc Umted States at Havana

‘Mr. Trist to Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, duted November 29 1836 —_
Extract. .

Sume to same, with enclosures, dated January 12 1839 —-Extract

Satne to same, dated September 9, 1839,

Same to same, dated October 12, 1859. : '

Same to same, with enclosures; daited December 17, 1839

Same to same, with enclosures, dated December 18 1839.

Same to same, with enclosures Nos. 1 and 2, dated September 28, 1840.

Correspondence with the United States legation at London.

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, dated December 22
1836.—Extract. :

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson, dated April 17, 1837.—Extract.

Mr. Slevemon to Mr. Forsyth with enclosures, dated " Junuary 22 1840.
—Extracts. - . - e

Mr.. For@yth to Mr Steveneon dated January 25 1840. .

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, with enclosure, dated February 29, 1840.
~Hxtract. - . .

Sume to qame, with enclosure, dated April 13, 1840.—Extract.

Same to same, with enclosure, dated April 14 1840.

Same to same, with enclosure, dated August 12 1840.—Extract,

C'orrespondence wzth the British legation here.

.Mr. Fox to Mr Forsylh with enclosures, October 30, 1839.
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox, February 12, 1840.
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iNO. Gty e e g L% apen g g meg e
~.. ConsyraTe.oF THE UNITED STiTES, -
i . TR . i mw~29 A1836'
Y TR P o, I TR

_ ‘I:have'the: honor:to'enclose a copy of: a letter:(which;from' my answer,
-also: enclosed; it~ will: be* perceived -that :I-have-ireturned ! to;the:: writers)
vaddressed to-me by the agents-kept here by:the' British:Government, under
: their: conventions with Spain-for: the suppression of the slave:trade.:::The

-one, (Mr. Schenley,) with the title formerly.of -commissary:judge, :recently
-changed to that of judge simply, sits, .conjointly: with:a: comimissioner of the

same grade; (the Conde de:Fernandina, a'native,) as a prize court, to'decide
‘upon the captufés made ‘by: the Btitish cruisers under the treaties. The

-other (Dr, Madden) bears-the title of arbitrator; recently: substifuted for
that of commissioner of arbitratioiis; and-whena diffefence occurs hetween
<the two judges, it is decided. by lot whether the point shall be settled by the

.British arbitrator, or by a Spanish agent of the same character.

Hon. Joan ForsyTH, ... ' '
v Secretary of . State.

‘[Enclosure No. 1.]

HAVANA, October 17,1836:
Sir:- We have the honor to acquaint vou with the following circumstan-~
~ces, a8 being: intimately’ connected with your consulite and.the’flag of your
-nation, whichit will be our painful duty to,report to his Msjesty’s Govern-
‘ment, T T Tt e T SN A
" Dufifig the misnih of September, theré arfived:in this port, for'sale, from
~the Unitéd States, four hew sehooners—webelieve two from' New York, and
¢wo from Baltimore—all, bowever, builtat this latter place, viz;.the ¥ Ana-
-conda,” ' Viper,” « Epanuel’ and « Doloves,” ezpressly ‘consiricted and
_peculiarly filted for carrying on the slave.trade ; the two former of these.
vessels having réceived on board, from the French ‘house of, Forcado &-
'Co., a cargo which, by the treaty of the 28th June, 1835, would have con-
-demned as 4 slaver any vessel bearing Spanish colors, cleared out and sail-
-ed under the American flagz—the Anaconda on the 6th, the Viper on'the
‘10th instant; for the' Cape de Verd islands; there to “be  transferred to'a.
Portuguese subject, and to proceed, with the flag of that nation, to the. coast

.of Africa, upon a slaving enterprise, = 77 o Tt b e
‘The protection which these schooners will receive from the American
colors, both as regards their fitting and cargo, will effectually secure them
.against capture by his Majesty’s cruisers until.they arrive at the scene of
their depredations. = The Emunuel and Dolores have, we believe, left the.
port under the Spanish flag; but we- have also to-inform you that, some
tims since, the brig Martha of Portland, Wh_ic!l arrived here from Matanzas,
took on board in this harbor a cargo which wotld equally have confiscated
as a slaver any Spanish vessel, and. sailed direct for the coast of Africa, to-

‘
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deliver it at some, of -the numerans factories.or dens of infamy established
there in connexion with the slave traders of Havana. .

The facilities thuis afforded by the flag of the United States tor carrying
on this inhuman traffic could nevér] we Teel convinced, have beer. contem-
plated by your enlightened Government; especially as, during the i)c(i])d
that thesé schooners were' taking in ‘their cargoes, the harbor was visited
by American men of war, which, had any convention existed between the
two Giovernments, stich as has been acceded to by almost every other mari-
time Power, a.seiztire of the most important nature; as regards these in-
-iquitous expeditions, must have been effected ; however, we do not entertain-
the least doubt but thata knowledge of the above circumstances will.in-
stantly produce measures calculated to remedy so deplorable and flagrant a.
profanation of the American colors, C ' '

We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servants, :

' . - EDWARD W, H. SCHENLEY.

R RICHD: ROBT. MADDEN.

N. P. Trist, Esq.,

" Consul of the United States at Havana.
A [Enclosure No. 2.}

CoxsuLAaTe OF THE UNITED STATES,
Havana, November 29, 1836.

GenTLEMEN: On my return to this city, a few days since, from the
United States, I had the honor to receive your letter of the 17th ultimo;
which would have been sooner acknowledged, had not matters of more im-
mediate urgency prevented my bestowing upon it the full consideratiom
which, at a glance, the importance of its bearings was seen to require.

It has probably escaped your attention, that overtures, previously made,
for a convention of the character veferred to in the closing paragraph of
your letter, were fnore recently repeaed by his Britannic Majesty’s minister
at Washington, and then declined by the Government of the United States,
in a manner evincing the most decided disinclination to become a’party to
even any discussion whatever of the subject. '

‘Had this been adverted to, you would have been sensible that, besides
the general objection to my holding with any agent of a foreign Govern-
ment any correspondence not warranted by the very limited official char-
acter with which I am invested, the occurrence to which 1 refer has ren-
- dered it particularly incumbent upon me.to decline receiving any conimu-
nication of the nature of that which I now beg leave to rewrn, '

- I have the honor, gentlemen, io be your obedient servant

N. B. TRIST.

To Epwarp W. H. ScaexLEY, and

Ricaarp RoBerT MaDDEN, Esqrs.

Corsul Trist to the Secretary of State.
[ExTRACT.]

[No. 64.] ' Consutare oF TiE UNITED STATES o AMERICA,
Havana, January 12, 1839,
Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy (enclosures Nos. 1, 2, and 3)
of a correspondence which has just been forced upoun me by the gentlemen
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vesident here on-the part of the British-Goverriment, as members of a mixed
couit for adjudicating upon :vessels detained under the treaties. between
‘Gredt  Britain and Spain for the suppression of the slave-irade. Hete the
correspondence closes, as .their reply will not receive any from me; and
the ntomentary departure from the line of duty dictated by first principles,
upon which I have ventured, in receiving from them any communication
whatever, will, 1 trust, find a sufficient apology in the circumstances of the
cdse, when fully explained. . i
"My letter contains allusions, which, when the many and urgent matters
now pressing upon me shall have been disposed of, I will ‘send you a full
-explanation of. . *. ;" * * * *
“Hon. Jor~N ForsyTH, Secretary-of-State.

[Enclosure No. 1.]

Havana, July 8, 1839.

'Str: As it may possibly not have come to your knowledge, we think it
right to meke you acquainted with the report prevalent in this place re-
specting the ship “ Venus,” which arrived here the 4th August last, from
Biltimore, and sailed shortly after for the coast of Afric?.

‘This vessel, you will no doubt remember, arrived and sailed hence under
American ‘colors; under which, it is said, she took in a cargo of negroe
slaves, and has landed them, within the last few .days, on this coast—about
860-in number. ' ’

“The report. further states there are several American citizens implicated
in this flagrant violation of the laws of the United States; and, as the “ Ve-
nus” may be hourly expected in this harbor, we would respectfully suggest
that:such immediate steps may be taken, on her arrival, as may lead to the
punishment of such offenders. :

The peculiar relationship in which the United States are placed with
‘Great “Britain induces us more anxiously to hope you will participate in
the feelings with which this communication is made.

- We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servants;

- J. KENNEDY. ‘

: CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.
N. P. TrisT, Esq.

[Enclosuré No. 2.]

CoNsULATE o¥ THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
C S Havana, January 8, 1839.
GEeENTLEMEN : ] have received, at a late hour this evening, your letter ad-

dressed to «N. P. Trist, Esq.,” and dated “ Havana, 8th July, (intended,
doubtless, for Jantary,) 1839,” which the presence of company in my par-
lor, where it was delivered, has prevented my opening until the night is
téo far advanced to permit me to engage in the task of a reply, without en-
croaching upon the rest: which a long day of unremitted labor demands.
Utifitted as ‘this has 'rendered me for resuming my pen at this moment, I
aii, “however, impelled to do so, by the desire to obtain, without delay, the
ithportant information which your letter affords ground for believing that
it‘may be in ‘yotir power to futnish.
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- Upon referring to the files.of your predecessors in office, you will proba--
Dly find' there'a letter addressed by them to me, ‘towards the close .of -the-
year: 1836 ; and by me returned, upon the ground that 1 deemed it incum-"
bent upon me to decline receiving any communication of that nature. . - -

‘Upon comparing the two, you will perhaps be sensible that the letter now
‘before me, although differing from the other in one very material particu---
lar, is yet so far of the same nature as to come within the rule which, upon--
that occasion, I announced as that of my conduct; and my conviction in

Yegard to the indispensableness of which has since been fortified.. Thus.
viewed by me, it would now impose again the unpleasant-duty, then dis--.
charged, were it not that the essential difference just adverted to leaves me, .
"to a certain extent, free in this instance to avail myself of the information
of which you may be possessed, and at.the same time to indulge the dispo-
sition towards British functionaries, which fixed sentiments for the people-
have long made a purt-of my character. S L ‘

In thus depurting from the course pursued towards your predecessors, it.
is necessary that, to preclude misapprehension, I should. trouble you with
.an explanation which would have been made to them, had it not been pre--
vented by the tenor of their communication,. T -

" This was of so extraordinary a character—indicating so utteran oblivion::
or innate ignotance of the simplest .applications (until then deemed by me
self-evident) of first truths in regard to international independence—that it:
left me no other alternative to the course of passing it over, as I did, with-
out remark or notice, than that of facing it-with a rebuke, such as my com-
‘mand of language would have been severely tried in making commensurate:
"with my sense of the insult. . It would have accorded as ill with the habitual
tone of my feelings towards their nation, as the provocation did with a de-
- cent respect for -tﬁe independence of mine. * From this unwelcome neces-
sity 1 was spared, by the relations éor rather-the no relations) in which we-
-stood ; a circumstance no sooner adverted to, than it stripped the eommuni-
cation of every attribute save naked absurdity ; rendering it a fit: object of"
derision alone, until, upon the contemplation thus awakened, of what was .
going on around me here, and connected with it in Great Britain, that feel-
ing gave way to the more serious mixture of sorrow and indignation at’
the spectacle of such prostitution of the energies of the British people, in-
theatrical playings off, to their delusion, and to the benefit of whomever it
‘might concern, in a cause which, whatever differences of opinion may exist
with respect to the justness or the immoderateness of the zeal djsplayed in it,
is sanctified by = sincerity and a self-forgetfulness, in proportion to the in-
tensity of which every empty show, got up by self-seekers turning it to profit,
‘becomes intensely disgusting and hateful. . - Co
 Had the case been different, through the -existence of any tangible rela-
tions between us, as "agents of the two countries, the necessity would-have
been forced upon me, and consequent'y upon the Governpment of.the United-
States, to demand to know -upon which of the principles that govern the-,
relations of States, and in consequence of what event it might be, thai any-
crimes or misdemeanors, real or assumed, committed by citizens of the-
United States in this port, or elsewhere, except on British tetritory, had be-
come objects of cognizance to the British. Government,-so as to justify-an:
agent of that Government, placed here-in official relations with an agent of-
the Government of the United -States, in supposing himself entitled to:com-.
municate, in formal manner, to the latter, the results of the supervision exer--
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cised by.-him over the proceedings of American citizens and American ves:
sels, (which proceedings, it may be remarketl, were subjects of as [ittle con-
cealment here, and those results matters of as great notoriety, as the recent
arrival of the French Prince from Vera Cruz,) accompanied with the infor-
mation that it would be his painful duty to report the same to his owon Gov-
ernment! Such a demand it would, under some circumstances, have been
imperative upon me to make. But it was not so in the present; and, un-
pleasant as was the alternative which they presented, I deemed myself for-
tunate, even at that cost, to éscape the obligation to be instrumental in for-
cing upon the British Government a question from which there was no es-
cape but a direct disavowal eof an indecency so gross, that its absurdity was
the only palliation of which it could be susceptible ; while, at the same time,
the circumstances of the case were such as to obviate the necessity of such
disavowal, precluding, as they did, unless by gross impeachment of its good
faith, the supposition that the outrage upon the United States could have
been intended by that Government. The persons from whom it had pro-
ceeded had, it was to be taken for granted, been sent here by their Govern-
ment in no other capacity than that in which they had been recognised by
the Spanish, under the treaty, which alone entitled them to be here at all :
which capacity was purely judicial, or practically so, as part of a mixed
court, whose functions consisted solely in bringing to adjudication, with the
least delay and inconvenience, such.vessels as, under the treaty between the
two countries, might be detained for having been engaged in an illicit traffic
of slaves. Such being the sole purpose for which they were permitted to
have an official residence upon Spanish territory, and even the form of
process for that limited purpose having been strictly and minutely defined
by treaty, it could not be conceived that their Government had condescend-
ed to abuse the opportunity thus afforded, by sending them on any other er-
rand ; above all, was it not to be supposed that, openly trampling under foot
the plainest rights of a nation, which, however unfortunate, is still recognised
as one of the States of Europe, it had intended their conversion into organs
for offering unprovoked insult, in the same breath, to that nation and to the
foreign consuls holding exequaturs from hér, and entitled, through decency to-
her, if no other.motive, to be respected by all who accepted the right to official
dwelling in her territory. ~The treaty which placed them here, and a decent
Tespect for the good faith of their Government, absolutely precluded, then, the
supposition that it conld have been a party to the letter addressed by them to
me; moreover, the functions assigned them were so very limited, and of a na-
ture so extremely simple, as to afford an obvious apology against even the
charge of having neglected so to instruct them in relation to their duties asto
secure against all such abuses of their situation. Such instructions arerequi-
site, and the duty to give them imperative, only in proportion as the complexi-
ty of the functions intrusted to a public agent, or the haste in which he may be
called upon toact, is such as to expose himto doubts or oversights. A perusal
of the treaty shows that it afforded neither of these grounds for precautionary
instructions ; never were duties, or one single duty rather, (for it consists of
a'mere decision upon a naked question of fact,) more simple in its nature
or more clearly defined ; and it alnost transcends belief, that persons'charged
therewith should ever undesignedly—the only mode of transgression which
a Government can anticipate on the part of those in whom it puts trust, or
provides against by instructions—overlotk the boundaries of the field assign-
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ed'to. tliein, or fancy thémselveg placed iri any official 'rellitiony” Whitever
towards foreign consuls residetit here, . - © . o
_Such were the considerations which govérned mg course'in ‘regard to
thig cornmunication frsm your predecessors ; and which, unpleasiit as_was
-the task of returning it, reconciled me thereto, ns being, however rude in
otitward semhblance, at bottom by far the least objéctionable, to all parties,
of the alternatives forced upon'me, -~ . . . o
-~ The present communication, as I was happy to ‘ses, is frée froin the offen-
sive peculiarities of the former. - Still, it is liable to the fundatiiental objec-
tions, inseparable from any communication which you could possibly ad-
dress to me in regard to the conduct of .citizens of the Unitéd States; one
of which, indeed, applies to official communications en any subjéct whatever
—this is, that there exists not any official relation of any kind between us.
The other, that whatever relations might exist, and whatevet might be my
own functions in regard to offences’ committed by citizens of the United
- States against our laws, they could not be such as to allow me to tecognise
the right of any agent of any foreign Government to interfere, in any possi-
ble mode or degree, in the discharge of my duties, or to forbear repelling
such interference if offered. : S o T ‘ :
. 'T'his,is a necessary consequence of the independence of our two countries,
You refer to “the peculiar relationship in whith the United. States are
‘placed. with Great Britain.” Since the 4th of July, 1776, the only relation.
in which they stand to each other is that of two independent nations—¢ en-
-emies in war,in peace friends.” = Of that independence, one of the vital
' parts consists in the exclusive execution, no less than the exclusive enact-
‘ment, by each, of its own laws : rigorously excluding and repelling all in-
terference in the one, no lessthan the other. 1f there be upon earth two
‘nations from whom, above all others, their own wélfare and that of the
world ‘demand the most scrupulous regard for, and watchful observance
of, this principle, those nations are the two whom you have-named. Mine
'is wedded to 1t in all its bearings; and if, as I trust, the harmony now hap-
'pily subsisting between the two Governments is to endure, so as to allow
to the elements comprised in the bosoms of thé two nations a fair opportu-
nity to work out their natural results, it can only be through the cultivation
of the same sentiment by your Government towards ours, if no otlier.
- So’thoroughly imbued with it is the latter, that no consul or other fune-
tionary of the United States, at this place or elsewhere, however full and
.acenrate the information which he might have acguired on theé subject, and,
however sincere his zeal against the slave-trade, would ever dream of vol-
unteering an -official communication to a functionary of Great Britain, in
regard to the amount of British fabrics made expressly for the ‘coast of Afri-
«ca, nor the number of casks of shackles (the distinctive instrument for- car-
rying on the slave-trade) of British manufacture, annually exported to this
4island ; some of which I have seen passing through the ctistom-house here,
without attracting any more notice, from either 'q'ﬁice'rs or bystanders, than
s0 many boxes of Dutch cheeses.  He might; under instructions from his
‘Government, have traced these things to their souirces, so as to be able to
designate every British manufacturer, merchant, and ship, fromand through
which they had reached thus far on their way to the coast of Africa ; and.
upor looking into the statutes of their Parliament, he might hava discovered
that' théy could not h‘ol‘ié_‘gb’t here without gross violations of British law..
But, so great is the silent force of the general national sentiment upon this
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palHs; ¢/ wodlA never Gk to i ds'a’thing: pfoper, of déckht, o posiible,
thiat’ hio should “assime to tike'patt in the aduiinistration of those faws; by’
addfessing official comimunications, i’ regard to- their violation, to Britis
fufiétioniaries charged; or ‘not charged, with ‘preventirig it: ¥ such an.
Alnerican officer were to- be ‘found, he would be a very remarkable excep-
tioh ; and, whatever might be the force of the motives impelling him toa
-course so inconsistent with the genéral senitiment of ‘his country, there
" is ‘6ne particular in: which his course would be sure to evince the utmost
respect for, if not dread of ‘it, if his obje¢t in"thus trampling upon the prin-
ciple of national independence were to play off before any portion of his
countrymen. . However insensible he might be to other things, the dread of
their penetration would effectually deter him froim attempting any such
.game, unless he had furnished himself with better materials for it than ru-
mors, | e I
“If requested ‘so to do, he wontd @oubtless cheérfully comply ; as I trust.
that you will with the reqgiiest. I now earnestly make of you, to oblige me,
.at the earliest possible moment, with all the -information of any kind regard-
-ing persons, occurrences, or things, calculated to-be of use-to the Govern-
-ment of the United States in regard to the ship Venus, or any matter con-
nécted with-her ; and particularly the fact of her having taken in a cargo
.of négroes while under the American flag ; and the other fact, that théere are
séveral Atnerican citizens implicated in’ this violation of our laws, and who
those citizens are. One of you, gentlemen, has enjoyed the advartage of
pursuing his studies at the Tempie ; and I need not tell you, therefore, that
the great object is, to obtain such matéridls, in‘the’shape of facts, or persons,
-or indications of either, as may be susceptible of use towards the conviction
of every individual implicated. If materials of this kind cannot be fur-
nished by you, I would thankfully receive any specific facts, although un-
-connected with names of persons, should you not be at liberty to divulge
them, which your peculiar opportunities and conimarid of ‘time for the pur-
pose may have brought.to your knowledge. - .~ -~ .~ .~ .
I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant, -~ o
. = -+ . N.P. TRIST.

'J.-VK”ENNEDY-B.!‘Id C._‘.J. DAL&YMP,LE, Esqrs. -

[Eﬁcldsure. No. 3.] v
v o 5 Havana, January 10, 1839.
Sir: We have to acknowledge the receipt of your answer of the 8th in-
stant.to our communication of the same date, respecting the ship # Venus ;”
which vessel, we have since heard, entered this harbor at a late hour the

evening before.. .. - - : - _ : ;

In reply to your request to be furnished ¢ with all the information re-
garding persons, occurrences, or things, calculated to be of use to the Gov-
-ernment of  the United States in regard to the ship ¢ Venus,” or any matter
connected with her ; and particularly the fact of her having taken in-a
-cargo. of negroes. whilst under the American flag; and the other fact, that
there are several ‘American ¢itizens  implicated in this violation of your
liws, and who those citizens are ;” we beg to say, that we have already com-
-municated as much of the information we possessed-as we'felt onrselves at
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liberty to.do. . We referred you to the. reports prevalent in this city upon.
the subject, and we hoped (as no doubt 1s entertained of their truth) that
you would have thought them deserving of your own immediate investiga-
tion, either throngh the Captain General of the island, or by your own au-
thority and the: intervention of the comnmander of the American vessel of.
.'war now in the harbor.. Any such investigation on rgn‘.vur part, by examina--
tion of the log-book: and crew, could not have failed to elicit, much better-
“than any information we could be expected to divulge, whether the follow-
ing circumstances as reported are well founded or not: N
.. 1st.. Whether there were any American citizens on board the * Venus,”
during her late voyage to the coast of Africa, and who those citizens are.
2d.  Whether the © Venus” was visited on the coast of Africa by any Brit-
ish cruiser or criisers; without being detained; in consequence of her bear-
i::ﬁ» the American flag; but one of which cruisers, having observed her
take in some negroes under that: flag, afterwards chased her, though with--
out.success. R , P TR
~ 3d. Whether any sale or transfer was made of the vessel after leaving:
this harbor, and where, so as to divest her of her American character." '
. 'The ship’s articles, we have heard, provided that she was to be taken to-
Bahia, where the sale was to take place ; but the short time she has been ab-
sent (only four months) puts this out of the question. And whether trans-
ferred or not to any other flag, we fear it is indisputable that a gross abuse-
has been practised of the American flag. - -~~~ . .
It certainly is no part of our duties at this place to take any steps to vin-.
dicate such a violation of .your laws ; nor have we any wish to interfere in.
any like cases, further than arises from an aunxiety to put an end te all such.
nefarious infringements of the rights of humanity, Our objects are too-
high, and our: conviction of their rectitude too strong, to allow us to be.
turned from our course by taunts of any kind. And with regard to the Uni-,
‘ted States, in particular, we would wish to presérve uhimpaired our respect.
for the laws which have declared the slave-trade piracy.. But it is in pro-
ortion to the respect we would wish to entertain, that we should regret to-
nd those laws a dead letter, and your professions not followed up and car-
ried into effect. ‘ B ) :

We have the honor,t_b be, sir,‘ very respectfully, your_most obedient hum-

ble servants, - »?
e ‘ - J. KENNEDY, R
. - x _ - CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.
N.P, Trist; Bsq, = - - S

- Consul, §c., &+c.; &c.

| N _C_dr_zsul Trist to ‘t/ge Secretary of State.
[ No. 94.] e SR
‘ ConsvuLATE oF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
o co ' . Havana, September 9, 1839.

S1r: One of our merchants at this place, who takes Niles’s Register, called”
my attention, a day or two since; to an article from the * Commercial Adver-
tisgr,” tinder the caption “ American Slavers,” contained’ in the first-named”.
paper of the 3d August, to which I beg leave to refer.
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,Whatever, to a reader unconversant with the subject, the bearings of
these statements upon myself may seem to be, there is one single point only
in which, to a person by whom it is understood, they can appear entitled to-
notice. - With this one exception, to render manifest to those least conver-
sant with the matter of these allegations, that, as grounds of impeachment
of my character, they are absolutely futile, nothing further is requisite.than
‘the substitution of an exact statement of precise facts, for the vague and
‘loose terms whereby my name is connected with the slave-trade, in the mode
so calculated to beget sinister surmises and calumnious imputations.  This
one point, however, is of a nature to i'm_Eel me to request that it be made
the ground of a demand upon the British Government. . o

_But for the peculiar form in which these allegations here present them-
-selves, this request would not be. made ; for it would be inconsistent with
the jrinciple which has heretofore governed me respecting the reception
due from an officer of the United States of America 10 all manifestations
toward himself, or his fellow-citizens, by any functionary of a foreign state,
of that cosmopolitan: zeal for which the Government just named is at the
present day, as it ever has been, so highly distinguished : a zeal which
‘doubtless would, with due encouragement, prove of a sufficiently expansi-
ble nature to envelope our navy itself in the folds of its charitable mantle,
and have a corner to spare even for any of those lérra firma  concerns
‘which constitute the debatable ground (in the eyes of philanthropy, no
'doubt, one the existence whereof is much to be_deploredg of State rights.
8o long as its impulses. had, with respect to myself, appeared only in the
shape of proffers of friendly nid to supply my deficiencies, intellectual, mor-
-al, or physical, towards the fulfilment of whatever duties I may be intrusted
‘with, in regard to the acts of my fellow citizens; or even in the shape of
similar boons to.our Government, in regard to the discharge of its super-.
visory duties over Amecrican consuls, my view of the proper attitude to be.
maintained toward all such overflowings of international prodigality—in-
culcating, as it ever has done, the most guarded abstinence, on my part,
from any act which could tend to confound our country among those which
‘are-now so unscrupulously profiting by this disposition to relieve them of
the trouble. and expense of self-government—would have forbidden my
taking any, step tending to a discussion with that Government, in regard to
the nature of such of the fruits of its superior vigilance and power as might
have been offered for the use of that to which I am respopsible. - In a word,
so long as the friendly communications of its discoveries in regard to the
acts and pursuits of American citizens and officers, accompanied with the
no less friendly intimations of its hopes and wishes in regard to the proper
course to be pursued upon the subject by the American Government, or its
officers, had been addressed only to themselves, the alleged acts, supposing
them real, not constituting a proper subject of discussion between the two’
Governments, or their officers, neither could their reality or fictitiousness,
the sufficiency or the defectiveness, of the evidence on which the allega-

tions might rest, become a subject of inquiry between them. .-~ -
When, however, in place of such like manifestations of generous zeal, is
substituted a denunciation of the Government thus sought to be patronized,
through' its citizens and officers; when the friendly and rejected boon is
by the alchemy of publication, converted into an accusation in the fac_e‘of
the world ; the entire aspect of the subject becomes changed, and, with it,
the course which its nature permits. . The question presented by ‘it is no



lofigethether n right shall be redogriised, éxpressly or fmpliedly; in‘a for-
eign Govérnment, to take pdrt;diréétlfs'[br,iudfgéctlm in' .tg:%iﬁ@ oS Which
bt otjﬁ excliusively o our own. The matter of allégation remains the sante;
but the principle of national independence ceases to be itivolvéd in any
quiéstion that may ‘arise concerning ‘the proper course o be pursued with
régard to it. Without the slightest concession of the right of self-govern-
nient, that matter may now be considered, its grave character acknowledged,
-and the proof demanded of the party bn“ngin%the charge. "~ © o

" 'Under this aspect of the subject it is, that I now deem myself' gus;‘iﬁable
in requesting that one of these. allegations against e be made the subject
of a communication from our Governiment ; of a demand, founded, not upon
the allegation itself; but solely and exclusively upon the fact of its pablica.
tion ; that measure of the British Government whereby, from being one of
a'series of acts of impertinent, and, at worst, indecent intermeddling only,
(to which, so long as it had retained that character, I should, however other-
wise disposed on my own acconnt, have deemed it inconsistent with just
- international principles to give even so much countenance as would be im-
plied in making of its grounds a subject of inquiry addressed to that Gov-
eimment,) this allegation has been converted into an act of calumny the
most reckless and flagitious. : . o .

The particular allegation to which these remarks have reference, is that
wherein it is charged that “blank forms™ have been signed” by me for the
_u_s% of persons in command of vessels about to be engaged in the slave--
trade. = - Lo S :

" This allegation first appears in the following'passa%? v o

“'T'hen a despatch from Lord Palmerston to Mr. Fox, dated March 22,
1839, incliding papers received at the Admiralty, showing that the Ameri-
can consul at Havana (Mr. Trist) had affixed his name to the papers of
vessels about to be employed in the slave-trade, and had also signed blank
{:jrn’z,s,' to be filled up at pleasure by the persons in command of those ves-

" In a subsequent part of the article it is repeated, in the specification of
one of « those vessels,” to. wit : ST Coe T
~_ “'The schooner Conistitugdo, under Portuguese colors, from Havana, with
papers signed by Mr. Trist, and also blank papers signed by him, to be filled
up as occasion might require.” = - _ I .

. This vessel is stated to be among those “searched and detained” by Brit-
ish vessels on the Africah station, between October 1st and December 31st,
1838. Her papers, including these  blan/k forms,” must, consequently, be
at-this moment in the possession of the British authorities ; as probably
-are, also, the papers of those other ¢ vessels” referred to ini the despatch of
Lord Palmerston, or in its enclosures from the Admiralty. .

- The demand which I beg leave to _su%, t is, of-— ‘

“1st. One or more specimens of the

i ank forms secured on board the.
Constitugdo, and dlso of those found on board the other vessel or vessels
referred to by the words ¢ those vessels,” in the despatch of Lord Palmers-
ton, or its enclosures. : SN L o

~2d. A list, with all possible particulars of time and place, of « those ves-
sels,” whether *detained,” or only setirched, on' board which any such
“blank forms” have been fonnd, together with the name and nation of each
of ¥ the persons” in whose possession they were found ; and the further par-
tieular, whether ‘it was or was not, in each instance, ascertained that this
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person by whom, as is alleged, they were “to be filled up at pleasure,”
could write the English language, or was accompanied by any ene who
. possessed that requisite for making use of them. B

3d. A statement with regard to any of such ¢ blank forms” as may haye
been seen, but cannot be supplied, of—first, their size and geueral appear-
ance ; secondly, their tenor ; thirdly, whether they were sealed, as well as
“signed ;” and, fourthly, the uses to which they could have been put : that
is to say, the possible “ occasions” that © might require” them « to be filled
up ;" the particular matter wherewith they might be filled up; and the
Earéicular benefit which, being thus filled up, they could secure to the
older.

A charge of a graver aspect can scarcely be conceived than that ere pub-
lished to the world against the American consul at Havana. While the
deed imputed to him is not only of the deepest baseness, but such also as to
betoken that degree of recklessness which belongs only to the most aban-
doned characters, the hand by which the imputation is cast is (to all appear-
ance) a warrant that it has not been cast lightly ; that this act has been
preceded by all the consideration due to its nature, and has been done un-
der a full sense of the responsibility which attaches to it when proceeding
from a quarter where, the world is entitled to believe, none of the safeguards
against the crime, or the impolicy of casting aspersions unwarranted by
truth, can have failed to exercise its proper influence.

Had this imputation proceeded from the source whence (so far as may be
judged from the one case specified inthe article before us) it eriginally arose,
or even {rom the quarter to which it was thence transmitted, the case would
have been essentially different. Coming from such a source, minaccom-
panied with the glare of authority which now dazzles every eye thatis turn-
ed upon it, the intrinsic improbability of the act charged could not have
failed to be manifest to all, nor fo exercise upon every judgment the influ-
ence belonging to it. Appearing merely in the report of a naval officer (prob-
ably of a very subordinate grade) engaged in the task of reporting the char-
acter of the documents taken possession of by himn on the occasion of making
a capture, or perhaps only seen in the course of a hasty search at sea, an
imputation of this nature would at once direct the attention to all the prob-
abilities of error on the part of such an agent, acting upon such a subject
under circuimnstances of excitement and haste, the reverse of favorable to de-
liberate thought and scrupulous accuracy, even upon those matters which
the course of his profession wus likely to bring~ him most frequently into
contact with, and to render most fumiliar. In the on escale, would be seen
to be the intrinsic improbability of the act charged ; and, opposed to this,
ouly the improbability of -carelessuess, or of mistake without carelessness,
on the part of a naval lieutenant, in examining and reporting upon the na-
ture of the papers found on board a vessel searched and detained by him;
or rather upon the nature of a certain portion of those papers, manifestly of
au altogether sccondary importance, aud to himself particularly, it not alto-
gether devoid of interest, yet of a very inferior interest to that attaching to
auy other portion of the same papers which might exercise an influence
upon the question as to the validity of the captuyre.

Such, however, is not the nature of this cuse. 1'he imputation does not
come fromn the handof a lieutenant, nor from that of an admiral; nor is the
authority upon which it rests that of the report of o lieutenant or of an ad-
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miral, transmitted, in the ordinary course of business, from one functionary
of the Government to another ; nor is it even a report of this nature, transmit.
ted to the foreign Government, to whose officer this actis imputed. These
are so many ditferent forms in.which the allegation might have appeared ;
each transcending the other in importance, and carrying with it a weight
of authority proportionate to the rank of the officer and to the degree of de-
liberateness implied in his action on the subject. But the form in which it
does here appear, invests it with an importance infinitely beyond that which
could have attached to it under any other circumstances. It is that of a
formal charge, published to the world by the British Gevernment, at the in-
stigati&n of 1ts principal minister, for the conduct of its relations with the
other Governments of the world. Coming from the highest possible func.
tionary, the act, too, is done under circumstances corroborating the assur-
ance afforded by the rank of the actor, that the subject has received his
most earnest and deliberate attention; that the imputation is not lightly
hazarded, bat, on the contrary; its grounds have been carefully investigated,
and been found such as to warrant a prineipal Minister of State in assu-
ming, in the eyes of the world, the responsibility of calling upon his Govern-
ment to make proclamation of the fact that the deed has been committed.

For these grounds it is—for the conclusive proof possessed by him of the
guilt which he has proclaimed —that I beg to call upon her Majesty’s prin.
cipal Secretary of State for Foveign Affairs. Let the “blank forms” be
forthcoming. Let the uses to which they could be put be specified and ex-
plained. Supposing both these things to be done, let the grounds be ad-
duced which determined his lordship’s judgment to adopt the belief that
they had been signed and furnished by me, in preference to the alternative
belief that they were forgeries. In a word, let any thing and every thing
in the shape of fact, probability, or possibility, be adduced, which may in
any manner serve to show that the fact asserted by Lord Palmerston, or a
belief in which has been asserted by him, that the American consul at Ha-
vana had also “signed blunk forms, to be filled up at pleasure by the per-
sons in command of those vessels,” is a fact, concerning which he possessed
proof, or one a belief in which can possibly be entertained by any person
of decent understanding, who shall bestow upon the subject ever so little of
his attention,

And here might I rest my defence from this calumny, until my call
should ba answered. In proportion to the gravity of the accusation, must,
according to the plainest dictate of justice, be the conclusiveness of the proof
by which it comes supported ; and if this prove defective, in exact propor-
tion to its defectiveness must be the force of recoil upon the accuser, and
the weight of odium for indecent haste, if not reckless malevolence, which
must rest upon his head.

To the operation of this plain truth might the vindication of my charac-
ter be left; aund, seeing that in most cases of the snme sort it must necessa-
rily constitute the only resource of the accused, it might be relied upon in
the present without fear as to the result. Fortunately, however, the case
is imarked by peculiarities which exempt me from all dependence upon
this passive defence. I have called for the proof, because it was due to my
character to give such a defiauce, and because, also, it was only by so doing
that I could place in the light, where it will be manifest to all eyes, the utter
groundlessness, recklessness, and shamelessness of this accusation. But this-
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«course was not requisite to my vindication. I possess abundant materials
for one, of the most positive character. '

The absolute disproof of the calumny is in my hands, and I will use it.

The task must, however, be reserved for a future occasion.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
' N. P. TRIST.
Hon. Joux ForsyTH,
Secretary of State.

Consul Trist to the Secretary of State.

[ No. 98.]
ConsuLATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, October 12, 1839.

Sir: Referring to my No. 95, I beg leave to embrace in the request
therein contained for a call upon the British Government, another of the
allegations against * the American consul at Havana,” which her Britannic
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs appears to have
deemed it proper to father, by causing them to be published to the world
aunder the sanction of the British Parliament.

The allegation in question is contained (with other matter of the same
origin and complexion, but not requiring the same course on my part) in
an article under the head ¢ Consul Trist;” is copied from the “ New York
American” into the ¢ Boston Daily Advertiser” of the 5th September, to
which my attention was yesterday called by another of our merchants resi-
-dent at this place, : '

The staple of this article consists of materials selected “ from the docu-
ments lately published by the British Parliament;” gnd, among them, is a
communication addressedto his Government, under date 31st December,
1838, by «Mr. T'heophilus Barler, British consul for the ‘Cape de Verd
islands.” 1t is as follows:

%I have heard from the last American vessel that arrived at this place,
that the Awmcrican consul, Nicholas P. T'rist, will be removed from the
consulate at Havana. He ought to be—having granted, to my knowledge,
more than ten Yalse bills of sale of vessels and passes to these islands.”

The act which I.here stand charged with having committed on * more
than ten” different occasions, and which the world is given to understand is
of such criminality as to constitute a sufficient ground for disgraceful ex-
pulsion from office, is the act of  granting” two certain documents, viz:
Ist. ¢ Fulse bills of sale;” 2d. “ Passes,” (or “ false passes,” the structure
of the sentence leaving it doubtful whether ¢ false” were intended to qualify
this word also) to these islands.”

The demand which 1 beg leave to suggest is of two distinct things, viz:

1st. A list of the vessels referred to; with dates and all other possible
particulars. .

2d. An explanation of the precise nature of the act charged; that is to
say, of what is meantby— ;

1st. A tfalse bill of sale.”

2d. A ¢ pass to these islands,” or a “false puss to these islands,” (accord-
ing as the one or the other was iutended.) '
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3d. « Granting a bill of sale.” .

4th, © Granting a pass.” , _ o

With respect.to the list of vessels, it i3 possible that the particulars de.
sired by me may not yet. be in the possession of the British, Goyernment ;
and that, consequently, the delay requisite for procuring them from the
Cape Yerd islands may be unavoidable. ' '

With respect to the explanation, however, no such delay need be appre-
hended ; as it would be highly injurious to the principal Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs of any Government to suppose him: capable of taking
such a step as that here deliberately taken by Lord Palmerston, without
‘possessing a clear perception of the nature of the act imputed to the officer
of the foreign Government. Even losing sight of the exalted official sta-
tion of the accuser in this case, and of the other extraordinary features by
which it is so strongly distinguished, the very least that can be expected of
any one bringing or promulging an accusation of such a nature is, that,
if not fnlly prepared to substantiate it, he shall be so to ezplain it—to prove
that, whatever vagueness the terms in which it is imbodied may possess for
other minds, they are, for his, charged with a precise significance—to show
that the act imputed by him as an offence, is one of which he possessed a
definite idea, and understood the criminality. , .

1t cannot, therefore, happen otherwise than that the noble lord, who, in
the present instance, is the promulger of the accusation, shall be prepared
to furnish, at once, without the necessity of a resort to.the Cape Verd isles,
or to any other quarter, all matter pertaining to the second of the two heads
of demand ; and this being the case, I beg that the distinction between the
two may be pointed out, and his lordship be requested, in case of his not
being prepared to furnish, the lis¢ of vessels until he shall have communi-
cated with the consul at the Cape Verd isles, not to allow this circumstance
to delay for a moment the transmission of that explunation of the act charg-
ed against me, which he cannot but be prepared to give, and which his
sense of justice will forbid him to withhold for an instant from one whose
character is exposed to the serious detriment resulting from the weight of a
mere accusation pressing from so elevated a source. '

Having stated and explained the request from me which this accusation
seems to call for, 1 will now beg leuve to make it the subject of some
remarks. ‘

In the first place, the *passes to these islands,” mentioned by the British
consul at Cape Verd, are a pure fiction; having no other existence than
that conferred by him in writing the words. A “pass”is an absolutely ima-
ginary thing—a creation of his own, for which it would be difficult to con-
ceive a molive, but that it serves the important purpose of rounding off the
sentence ; and the yet more substantial one, of ekeing out the writer’s contri-
bution for the year 1838, of that precious material, an offering whereof ap-
pears (as I shall hereafter endeavcr to demonstrate, upon an enlarged view of
the whole ground) to be the most acceptable (consequently the most impor-
tant to him who renders it) service which can at this day be rendered by an
agent of the British Government to his superiors ; and the periodical trans-
mission of a supply of which seems to be particularly important to her Bri-
tannic Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as enabling
him to satisfy the constantly pressing demand upon him for proofs that the
agents under his direction are actuated by a becoming zeal in the abolition
cause. These “ passes,” T repeat, are a pure fiction. No # pass”—nothing
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in the nature of a pass—whether “ false” or true—whether  for these is-
lands,” or for any point on the globe—ever issues, or ever has issued, from
this consulate. Misstatements of this kind have generally some show, at
least, of truth in them: the thing which is affirmed to have happened, is
commonly something which may have happened. If an officer Is charged
with having issued a document improperly, the document is generally one
which is known to the law, and which might be properly issued by him.
But, in the recklessness which prevails on the present subject—the shame-
less haste on the part of purveyors to share in those profits whereof every
man is sure who can bring to market any of the commodity, however crude
its shape, which the rage of the hour demands—there is an utter disregard
of probability and plausibility, no less than of justice and decency. The
document with which I am here charged with issuing is not only fictitious,
but its very nature is unknown. Nothing like it—uothing of the sort—
nothing bearing the remotest resemblance or analogy to it is, or ever has
been, in use at this consulate,

With respect to the other kind of document mentioned by this scrupu-
lously nice purveyor for the hesd of the foreign office, of proofs of his
sleepless vigilance over slave-trade proceedings, the case is different. A
«bill of sale” is a thing which has a real existence ; and I am, therefore, at
1o loss to know what he meant by ¢ false bills of sale.” What he here in-
tended, or might have intended, so far as may be judged from the nature of
the subject upon which he spoke, was, to state a matter of fact; and one
the truth of which is beyond dispute. That “ bills of sale of vessels” have
(and that in numerous instances) been passed at this consulate, wherein a
purchaser was named who was not the real purchaser, but, on the contra-
Iy, a person having no interest whatever in the vessel, and only employed
by the real buyer to act in that capacity, there can be no manuer of doubt.
So far as [ have had opportunities of judging, the same thing is of not un-
frequent occurrence at the custom-houses in the United States. 1 have my-
self been requested by an American citizen, (resident in.this island, and om
that acconnt disqualified to be a ship-owner,) who wished to become the
purchaser of an American vessel, to allow her to “be put in my name®
The employment which he had in contemplation for her was pertectly in-
nocent as well as lawful; nor was he at all conscious of any thing wrong
in his request. He was probably aware that 1 should have to make oatty
that the vessel belonged solely to'me; but, from causes into which it is net
necessary here to enter, what are called  castom-house oaths” have come to
be considered, very generally, in a lighs so entirely their own, that there ate
few persons from whon the request to take one, without regard to its truth,
could be justly viewed as indicative of insulting intention.

Be this as it may, there can be no doubt that the practice of holding »
vessel in the name of some one who does not own a spliuter or thread ir
her, is & not uncommon one; and that the bills of sale whereby effect is
given to such arrangements, are, in this parti¢ular sense, “fulse” Iu this
particular sense, it cannot be doubted that « false bills of sale” have beew
executed in my office; and that vessels provided with such documents have
gone to the Cape Verd isles. ] ‘

But it would seem that the purposes for which information is desired-a#
the foreign office, in regard to the doings of the American consulate at Ka-
vana, are such, that even this truth could not be stated, except in such.&
way as to couvgrt it into a falsehood, and most flagitious calumny.
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To “grant” a bill of sale! When a deed of this kind is execuied, does
common parlance say that it is “ granted” by the notary, or the consul be.
fore whom the actisdone? No! Why,then, is this extraordinary form of
speech adopted in the present instauce? Can it be through any other mo-
tive than the design that it should perform the function which it does dis-
charge, to wit : that of conveying the belief that “bills of sale,” ¢ fulse” in
some sense different from that above explained, (in which the falsity is, at
a glauce, scen to be beyond the consul’s control,) have been ¢ granted ¥’
That the consul has “granted® * fulse bills of sale of vessels;” what can it
mean, but that documents of this description, purely fictitious, (that is,
reciting a sale which never took place,) have been supplied by him to ves-
sels, for the purpose of enabling them to pass, as occasion might regnire,
under the guise of American property *

'This is the obvious sense of the words, as is shown by that in which

they are taken by the writer in the “New York American,” by whom they
are quoted : for, in order that this practice of the American consul at Ha-
vaha “may be understood,” he forthwith enters upon au explanation (%)
of the modus operandi; which, if it serve no other purpose, is sufficient for
that of showing that the writer’s wind is fully, if not very precisely, im-
pressed with the notion of “a double set of papers,” and of the process
whereby these are obtained by “the American vessels engaged in the trade.”
These, he says, (that is, the vessels already © American™) “ resort in great
numbers to the Cupe de Verds, where they change their flag, and, by a
fraudulent sale, are for the time converted into Portuguese or Spanish ves-
sels.”  «'Thus (says he) they get o double set of papers”  Aud he adds,
¢ If overtaken by a British cruiser, they are American vessels, and cannot
be searched ; if, by any wonder, they should be spoken by an American
cruiser, they are Spanish or Portuguese.”
.- And this lucid description of the process whereby « American” vessels
“get a double set of papers,” by being ¢ for the time couverted iuto Portu-
guese or Spanish,” is what is given by way of explaining to the uninitiated
in slave-trade mysteries, the passage in the British consul’s letter imputing
to the American consul at Havauna the practice ol supplying vessels en-
gaged in the trade with «false bills of sale.!” At any rate, it serves the
purpose of demonstrating that to bis mind the accusation conveyed, how-
ever indistinctly, the idea that the American consul is in ihe practice of
not merely allowing what he has not any-control over—the sale of Aneri
can vessels from one American citizen to another—but supplying to vessels
not American “ false” documents, in the shape of bills of sale, purporting
that they are American.

"This, however cloudily present to the newspaper writer, was what was

put into his head by the terms in which the accusation is couched; and
this is the true meaning of that accusation. It is ils substance. It is
that which Lord Palmerston is bound to wake good,
..Most pitiably will he extricate himself from this dilemwma. 1t will be seen
that all that he can make good in support of the accusation is, the fact that
“ false bills of sale” (false in the sense above explained) have been execnted
in my office; a fact which, had it been honestly stated, no one would have
dreamed of making the pretext for injurious imputation upon me. In exact
proportion, therefore, to the distance in culpability between this absolutely
innocent fact, and the absolutely damning Yact imputed to me in his accu-
sation, will be the load of odium upon his head as a wanton calumniator.
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- T have said that all that can be made good in support of this accusation
is, the mere fact of bills of sale (over which the cousul has no sort of con-
trol) having been executed in my office. I must add, that even this fact
has, in consequence of views peculiar to myself and to this consulate; been
narrowed dowu to- vesscls already American when they came here. No
vessel has ever, throngh my agency, (or at all, at this port, since I have
held the consulate,) been invested with the Awerican character. The gen-
eral—so far as I know, universal—opinion among our mariners, including
ship-masters of the very highest class, is, that an American citizen has a
right to buy a vessel wherever he pleases; that she thereupon becomes
Anierican property, and consequently entitled to navigate under the protec-
tion of the flag; and that the owner has a right to demand of an American
consul, at his peril, to give his agency in all particulars requisite for secur-
ing that protection. Such is the prevalent doctrine; in support of which,
no less an authority may be quoted than that of Chancellor Kent, who lays
down that-“every vessel, wherever built, und owned by an American citi-
zan, is entitled to a custom-house document for protection :” a proposition
which is but an echo of the universal belief, and the principle of which is
manifestly in a peculiar degree imperative upon consuls, who are placed
at foreign ports, with scarcely any other dependence for the direction of
their official course than the general sentiment, that it is specially their bu-
siness to promote, in every way in their power, the interests of American
merchants, ship-masters, and mariners. A practical illustration of its prev-
alence may be seen in the case of the brig “ Paragon, ot Philadelphia,” a
vessel brought last year, under the American flag, to this port, froin New
Orleans, by the American consul at Vera Cruz, who had there, in conjunc-
tion with another American citizen, purchased her under the Mexican flag,
and experienced no hesitation in placing her ot once under that of the Uni-
ted States; his right to do which, he would have been surprised to hear
called in question. "
Had this doctrine been entertained by e, there is no doubt but that the
British consul at Cape Verd would have had more than one occasion to
report the arrival there of vessels which had actually obtained the Ameri-
can flag at this port by means of “bills of sale,” mostly, if not all, “false ;"
and occurrences of this kind would have afforded a somewhat more plausi-
ble pretext (though not & whit juster ground) for crimination of the * Amer-
ican consul at Havana” Asit has_happegx;})(é only vessels that have
come under the ken of this Cupe Verd « Argus,” provided with American
papers from the consulate at Havana, have been vessels that possessed the
American character at the time of their arrival; that entered (almost al-
ways direct from the United States) under the American flag, and carried
documents as good as any Liverpool packet can show ; and which, being
sold at Havana, to (so far as the consul could officially know) American
citizens, carried with them, on leaving, the bill of sale constituting the legal
and proper document of transfer ; embodying the register, as is required by
American law; and proving the vessel’s retention of her original character.
But suppose that his eyes had rested upon vessels known at the Cape Veids
as Spanish or Portuguese, and now returning there from Havana, under
the American flag, und provided with bils of sale,” “false” or true! What
language could he have found sufficiently strong for conveying this as-
tounding intelligence to his noble patron at the head of the foreign office ?
And yet, if he has escaped the necessity of seeking for it, it bas been for no
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other reason than that the American consul at Havana is sufficiently of &
“tyrant” to deny to his fellow-citizens the exercise of a right which none
entertain any doubt of—not even those who are above abusing it, or have
not so much as the slightest expectation that they will ever use it.

But I have unconsciously run into matters that I intended to reserve for
the one eniire and connected view, in which it has been my purpose to em-
brace all these slave-trade imputations against me.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ N. P. TRIST.

Hon. Joun Forsvyra,

Secretary of State.

Consul Trist to the Secretary of State.

[No. 107.} ConsuraTE oF THE U. 8. oF AMERICS,
Huvana, December 17, 1839,

. S1r : 1 have pledged myself to a demonstration, which shall leave not a

shadow of doubt upon any mind, of the absurdity of the imputations against
me in regard to the slave-trade; and alsn, supposing them not to be absurd,
of their untruth, "This, however, is a task, the accomplishment of which
is exposed to but one contingency—that of my ceasing to live before I can
marshal in their proper order the facts which constitute the materials out
of which that demonstration is te be constrncted. These facts are placed
beyond dispute, and, therefore, require not that I should engage, with re-
spect to them, in the collecting of testimeny ; seeing that they already stand
recorded in our custom-houses, or constitute a part of the (so far as I know)
universal belief in our country, among its ship-masters, ship-owners, mer-
clrants, collectors, lawyers, and judges, in regard to one of the most impor-
tant of the points involved.

The work, although, in truth, not requiring any other basis, would, how-
ever, have seemed to many eyes imperfect, unless seen to be supported ex.
ternally by buttresses, consisting of the belief on the subject prevalent at this
place among those under whose eyes my official life has passed. It was pro-
per, therefore, that their testimony should be added to the proof which it
was already in my power to adduce; or which, rather, already existed,
and required only to be pointed out. To secure it against the casualties to
which 1t was exposed, has, therefore, presented itself as :he thing first to be
done. The buttresses are erected, and although, in the estimation of the
architect, not requisite to the support of his intended structure, they cannot
but add to its security. By breaking the violence of the tempest that howls
over the spot, they will serve, also, the immediate purpose of affording him
sbme protection whilst engaged in his work.

The documents herewith transmitted consist of ;

No. 1. A letter addressed by N. P. Trist, consul of the United States of
America at Havana, severally, to George Knight, John Morland, Edward
8palding, and Daniel Osgood, the four American residents at Havana whose:
names are best known in their own country, and throughont the commer-
cial world.— Novemnber 4, 1839,

No. 2. The questions enclosed in the foregoing fetter.

No. 3. Reply of John Morland.—November 11, 1839,
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No. 4. Reply of George Knight.— November 15, 1839.

No. 5. Reply of Daniel Osgood.—November 18, 1839.

No. 6. Reply of Edward Spalding.— November 20, 1839.

These docuinents require no remark from me, further than to call atten-
tion to the fact, that, althongh some of the queries relate to my general
character, they are put solely on account of their special bearing upon
points of character involved in ihe particnlar imputation in question. The
error is to be avoided, of considering the design with which these interroga-
tories were drawn up to be the vindication of my general official course or
character. For any such purpose, they would necessarily appear incom-
plete, and, to the same extent, unsatisfactory.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

Hon. Joun Forsyra,

Secretary of State.

P. 8. It will he perceived that, with a view to meet objection on that
score, the affidavits of these gentlemen have been obtained to their replies;
with the exception only of that of Dr. Osgood, who had left the city for the
interior before it occurred to me to do so. ,

I wovld beg leave to snggest, that inquiry be made in our commergial
cities into the standing of these respondents (all New Englanders;) and
also whether there be any other American merchants established at Ha-
vana, and, if so, whe they are.

N. P. T.

{Enclosure No. 1.]

Letter addressed severally to the feur American residents ot Havana
whose names are best known in their own country, and throughout the
commercial world, to wit: George Knight, John Morland, Edward
Spalding, merchants ; Daniel Osgood, M. D.

ConsuLaTE oF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, November 4, 1839.

Sir: Through the press of our country, yon have become apprized of
the charge published to the world against ¢ the American consul at Ha-
vana,” that he ¢ has affixed his name to the papers of vessels about to be
engaged in the forbidden traffic in slaves; and has likewise SIGNED BLANK
rorMms, to be filled up at pleasure by the persons in command of those
vessels.”

Coming from no less exalted a source than her Britannic Majesty’s prin-
cipal Secretary of State for IForeign Aftuirs,* this allegation brings with it a

* The quarter from which it ostensibly proceeds is more imposing still: being nothing
less, apparently, than the * Imperial Parliament” itself. In truth, however, the agency of
this “ omnipotent” entity does not, in this case, cxtend beyond the mere act of receiving-
the documents * presenied by command of her Majesty;” an act from which it is impos-
sible that the contents of such documents can derive any additional weight in their logical
or moral bearings. Whatever portion of this may be possessed by them, must be due solely
to the head fromn which they are to be presaumed to” have reccived consideration. That
head, in the present instance, is the head of her Majesty’s principal Scerctary of State fox
Forcign Affairs. Toall logical and moral intents, the act of publication is his act. From
bim is all its weight derived; to him does all its responsibility—all moral responsibilily, at
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weight of authority, of itself amonnting almost to proof, and demanding at
my hands a course that shall correspond to the very extraordinary disud-
vantage at which alone it can he met. = L
An accuser -of ordinary standing it might be sufficient to confront with a
challenge to the proof; and, under cover of the plain axiom of justice by
which this position is prescribed to the accused, I might quietly rest until
he should have brought forward those evidences, of the existence of which
his. proclamation of belief in the truth of.the charge is a recorded pledge.
The present case, however, is one in which this course will not suffice.
The official elevation ef my accuser, affording, as it does, a guaranty of
deliberateness and scrupulousness in all his acts—above all, in a proceeding
of such délicacy and responsibility as that of bringing, in the face of the
world, a charge at once so.blasting and so intrinsically improbable ngainst
an officer of a foreigh Government—forhids that I shonld-allow its itifluences
to work undisturbed, while aw:iting to see what materials he may have it
in his- power to produce to justify the confidence which his word has
-awakened. It demands that the task of positive disproof, so far as the
nature of the subject admits of it, be at once undertaken by me. S
« Of the matter of evidence which may be pertinent to a question of this
Kind, all that relates to claracter is of obvious and high iinportance. Of
the acts which may be imputed to a man, some are.of a natare to admit of
absolute and specific disproof; while, in regard to others, the negative ad-
‘mits-of ‘no otlier stipport than that of probabilities. = To the latter class, in-
deed, belongs every act with which a man can be charged, exeept when,
by the specification of time and place, such -individuality is given' to it as
.brings within the bounds of possibility an -absolute proof that it could
never have occurrcd.: I{n any other case, the negative. ean have ne other
support than such probabilities as, from the nature of the snbject, may exist
with regard to it.. S o -
. Tothis class belongs the act of signing * blank forms,” # to be filled up
‘at pleasure by the persons” to whom they are supplied ; which, in the alle.
-gation above quoted, is represented as being among my official practices.*-

least—attach. . The. authority bzlonging to his official station—nothing -m‘u‘re, no:hiﬁg' tess—

is what this accusation does in reality .come supporied by. . This, to be sure, is imposing in a

lll,xgl;.degree ; not, however, so high as'would be. that attaching to a deliberate act of the British
arliament. ' e . .

¢ I confine myself here to this branch of the allegation ; for the reason, that the other practice
therein referred to is of a nature not to reguire the. same sort of notice as that which I am
taking of the mate to which it is here yoked.. S '

‘Whilst, of the two acts-lhns--coupeed together, one is of aturpitude tvo flagrant to escape
the dullest eye; the other is, by every one'in the slightest degree acquainted with consular
fu{lctlons, Or even possessing-the most elementary notions regarding the -esscntial rights ofa
ship-owner or his representative, the master, concerning the modz wherein he may see fit to

- employ his vessel, seen, at a glance, to afford no possible ground of imputation against a consul.

-In regard to the one act, if the accusation attach to him, his character is irremediably blasted.
Hence the necessity of seeking testimony that 1nay have a beating upon the point. In regard
to the other act, no’such necessity exists; bzeanse no one at all acquainted with the relation in

- which the consul stands lowards vessels, ¢an fail to be sensible that a more utterly and essen-
" tially futile charge cannot be conceived against any officer, than that against a consul of havi
# aflixed his name to the papers of vessels about to be engaged in the forbidden traffic in slaves;”
- and that even if the charge were so modified as to impute to him the same act in regard o ves-
sels known, or noloriously known, to be “about to be engaged in the forbidden trafiic in slaves,”
it would still be utterly-and esseniially futile. - No such person baut is aware that, either to gov-
- ern his conduct in regard to vessels by rumor coneerning their contemplated employment, or to
-Juostitute investigations on such subiects, is altogether bzyond the province of -a consul. Nor
can any- one fail to perceive that what és in this respect is 7ight ; for the only possible alterna-
“tiveto it would consist in invesling the .consul with. a degree of discrctionary power far ex-
ceeding any that is possessed by the highest magistracy, whether executive or judicial, at home.
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To it, few thingsin the shape of testimony can be more directly pertinent,
whether for seapport or disproof, than the character which my acts and de-
portinent, as an officer and as a man, may have established for me upon
this theatre.  The practice imputed to. me is of the very deepest baseness;
aud not only does it imply turpitude and venality the most sordid, but the
utter shamelessuess and recklessness which belong to none but the most
abandoned characters. T'he imputation, therefore, cannot fail to find either
corroboration  or contradiction in the estimation which my conduct may
have atfixed to me, in regard especially to those particular features of char-
acter which are particularly implicated in the charge.

For this reaso, I have determined to seek, upon these points, the-testi-
mony of some of those under whose eyes my official existence has passed ;
beginning with those of myown countrymen whose names are most exten-
sively known both at home and throughout the commercial world.

The best shape in which testimony, on such points, can be given, is that
of specific replies to precise interrogatories. At the same time, this is the
least inconverzient form in which the task of giving such testimony can be
proposed- to anyone. 'The trouble is reduced toits minimum, when the
questions are so drawn up as to require only a yes or wo in reply. This
will be found 1o be the character of those (fifty-two in number) herein
enclosed ; which I trust that you will deem the position wheérein T am
placed, by this wanton calumny, as ufficient apology for requesting you to
take the troubleof carefully perusing, and giving written replies to.

‘I am, sir, very respect{ully, your obedient servant.

{ Enclosure No. £.

We, George Knight, John Morland, and Edward Spalding, do hereby
certify, that the fifty-two questions herennto attached, by means of the seal
of the consulateof the United States of America at this city, are an exact
copy of those enclosed in the letter addressed to us severally by N, P. T'rist,
under date November 4, 1839 ; which questions have been answered by
John Morland, in his letter, under date the 1lth of the same; by George
Knight, in his letter under date the 15th of the saine; and by Edward
Spalding, in his letter under date the 2Uth of the same: of which letters
duplicutes hawve leen signed by ug, respectively.

Witness our hands at Havana, this 14th day of December, 1839.

- EDWARD SPALDING,
GEORGE KNIGHT,
JOIIN MORLAND.

Questions.

1. Ilas any instance ever come to your knowledge of my having, to
accommodate any person whatever, * signed a blank form,” of auy descrip-
tion whatsoever, “to be filled up” by such person, or by any one in his
behalf? '

2. Uutil the recent publication, referred to in my letter, had you ever
heard of any actof the kind being imputed to-me ?

3. Had you ever heard of any act of the kind being imputed to the con-
sulate of the Uniled States of America at Havana, since it came into my
charge ?
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4. Now that it is known to ‘you that the 1mputauon has been made, do
you believein its truth 2. :

5. Do you positively dlsbelleve it?

6. Do you -think that your opportunities have been good for forming a
correct estimate of my character as an officer and as a man ? '

7. Has any thing whatever ever, to your knowledge, occurred, aﬁbrdmg
any ground whatever for distrusting my problty or trustworlhmess, either
as an officer or as aman? -

8. Have you ever known any definite imputation to he cast upon me,
either as an officer or as'a man, in respect to probity or trustworthiness ?

.9. Have you ever heard of any such imputation {from any quarter?

‘10, Have you ever heard of any such imputation from any quarter,
: whlch supposing the same imputation, from the same quarter, to have been
cast upon a person altogether unknown to you, wonld ha.ve been deemed
by you entitled to any credit? :

11. So far as my character is known to. you,is it a mercem\ry oneZ

12, Do you consider it to be the reverse of . mercenary'l

13. Do you consider me to be  eager after money ? -

14. Has any fact ever come to“your knowledge evincing such eaverness?

15. Have you ever heard of any such. fact ?

16. Have you ever known any Improper charge to bemade at my oﬂice?

17. Have-you ever heard of any such improper charge?

18. Have you ever heard of any contention whatever having arisermout
of any charge or demand for money made at my office in my own behalf?
~ 19. Have you ever known me to shrink from contention on other subjects
presented by the official relations in which 1 am placed ?°

" 20. Have you cver heard of my so doing in any instance ?

21. Is not the law of the Tinited bmtes, requniring the pay ment of three
months’ extra wages, upon the discharge of seamen, exceedingly hateful 1o
all classes upon whot it bears, ship.masters, ship owuers, and merchants?

22. Is there niot a parucular odmm attached to the demand of those extra
wages by the consul ?

23. Is not this provision of the l'uv ‘such, that.. nothing is rvqmsm—: for
its successful evasion thau the merest tacit connivance on the part of the
consul ? :

24, Does not a cenerai sentiment ptevml on the sub_]ect, that the consul
“ought to conmive at its evasion ?-

.25. Have you ever heard of an mstance in whlch such conmvance was
given by me ?

26, Have you ever heard of an metance in whxch kuowmo' or hearing
‘of any attempt or ‘intention to evade 'this- !aw, 1 have falled to t'\ke 'u:tive
measures to enforce its observance ?

27. In the whole circle of consular duties, do you know of one in regard
to which a ednsul, capable of sacrificing dnty to” perﬁonal comldcmtmns,
would be so sure to evinee such disposition ?

28. Except in regard to the course pursued by me in cases wherem sail-
ors or mariners of subordinate grade were parties against ship-masters, has
any official act of mine ever come to your knowledge that was deemed by
you objectionable ?

29. With the exception _]uet stated, have you ever heard of any ofﬁclal
act being imputed to me which was deemed by you objectionable 7 - ‘

30. Have you ever heard of any such imputation, from any quarter, which,
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supposing the same imputation from the same quarter to have been cast
upon a person altogether unknown to you, would have been deemed by you
entitled to any ~redit ?

31, With regard to the cases excepted in question 28, wherein sailors or
mariners of subordinate grade were parties agaiust ship-masters, has not my
course been the reverse of that which was recommended by considerations
of personal convenience or interest ?

32. 1In such cases, have you ever known an instance in which I failed
to pursue the course dictated by my own judgment, or to prove utterly re-
gardless of who the parties might be, or who might take an interest in the
subject, or what opinion might be entertained as to the propriety of my
course by my countryimen, whether friends or strangers to me ?

33. F'rom the knowledge which you possess of the mode in which slave-
trade operations are conducted aud talked of here, do you believe it possible
that the consul of the United States at this place could be, in any way, di-
rectly or indirectly, concerned or interested in that business, without its
coming to your ears ? -

34. Until the charges to that effect, recently made in the newspaper press
of the United States, had you ever heard that the idea of my being in any
way concerned or interested in the slave trade had ever entered the head of
any one ?

35. Has any ground whatever for any such belief ever presented itself to
your mind ? R

36. Has any suspicion of the sort ever crossed your mind ?

37. Now, that the charge has been made, do you attach any credit thereto ?

38. Do you positively disbelieve it?

39. Have you ever known an instance of a * false bill of sale of a vessel,”
or of a fictitions document of auy sort, having been granted by me, or hav-
ing issued [rom my office?

40. Have you ever heard of any such instance ?

41. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred ?

42. Since this consulate has been held by me, have you ever known an
instance of a vessel, which had arrived at this port under a foreign flag,
having exchanged it for the flag of the United States? '

43. Have you ever heard of any such instance ?

44. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred ?

45. Since this consulate has been heid by me, have you ever known an
instance of a vessel’s leaving here under the Americun flag, whether for the
coast of Africa or any other part of the world, which had not as absolute
and perfect a right to leave, and to be exempt from alil consular interference
in so doing, as any packet that ever cleared for the port of New York, or
any sugar-laden ship that ever cleared for « Cowes and a market ?”

46. Have you ever heard of any such instance ?

47. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred?

48. Have you ever known an instance of any infraction or evasion of any
law of the United States taking place through my connivance or with it?

49. Have you ever heard of any such instance?

50. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred?

51. Suppose a vessel to leave Havana under the Portuguese, or any other
flag, to be employed in the sluve-trade; and snuppose said vessel to be pro-
vided with a number of all the forms known to you as being used in the
American consulate at this place, said forms being sigued in blank by the



[125] 26

consul, and also sealed with the seal of the consulate, #to be filled up at
pleasure by the persofi in command of that vessel :” can you conceive a sin-
gle use that any of such blank forms could be put to?

52. Suppose an occasion to arise, in which it should be desirable to make
such vessel pass for an American vessel : can yon cohiceive any possible way
in which any or all of said blank forms could be made to serve that purpose?

N. P. TRIST.

Novemser 4, 1839.

Ezplanatory remarks on questions 8, 9, and 10.

1. These questions distinguish between Enowing an imputaticn to be
cast upon the probity or trustworthiness*of an officer, and hearing of such
an imputation. The nature and object of the distinction will be best ex.
plained by an example: A hears B charge the consul with having demand-
ed a higher fee than he was entitled (o receive; or with having connived at
the infractionof a law ; or with having made ont a false dorument ; or with
having reccived money on acconwnt of a sailor, aud retaired it ; or with any
other such act. Or, in regard to his personal character, with having acted
in bad. fuith towards some person ; or with having deviated from the truth ;
or with having lived beyend his means ; or with having shown that he was
indifferent or carelcss about contracting pecuniary oblizations. A hears
3 say that the consul has been charged with one of the foregoing acts. In
the fornier case, A has krown an hmputation to be cast. upon the consul’s
Probity or trustworthiness; in the latter case, he has only ficard of such
an imputation. 1f either of these cases had happened to A, he would an-
swer the corresponding question 8 or § in the aflinnative ; if neither had
happened to him, he would answer hoth in the negative. -

2. Another explanatory remark which these three questions call for,is
this: ‘T'he last of the three (No. 10) has been added to the other two, in order
to preclude the necessity of any thing more than a yes or no in reply to each
of them, without the addition of a word in regard to the character of the
source whence the imputation may have come. 'Thus, both 8§ and 9 may
be answered in the aflirmative, and the answer to 10 will convey the infor-
mation whether the source or sources whence the imputation or imputations
came were, or were not, deemced by the respondent to be deserving of credit.
The answer to both 8 and 9, or to cither of them, may be yes, and yet the
answer to 10 be no ; on the other hand, if the answer to both 8 and 9 be ao,
then it follows that the answer to 10 must also be no. Tu this case, the
question hecomes altogether nunecessary—the sole purpose for which itis
put; being to meet the case of an affirmative answer to questions 8 and 9,
or either of them. It is to be noted, too, that these questions relate to def-
nite imputations—to the imputation of acts of misconduct, and not to vagnue
imputations ; such, for instance, as « the consul is a rascal,” or ¢ the con-
sul’s motive for exacting the threc months’ extra wages, is (o male mony.”

[ Enclosure No. 3. ]

Havana, November 11, 1839,

Sir: In compliafice with the request in your favor of the 4th instant,
I give the following replies to the filty two questions therein enclosed :
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To the first, I reply : No.

To the second, 1 reply : No.

To the third, I reply : No.

T'o the fourth, 1 reply : No. '

To the fifth, I reply : Yes ; most positively.

"T'o the sixth, I reply : Yes.

To the seventh, I reply : No. )
To the eighth, 1 reply: No; never from persons to whom I gave credit.
To the ninth, I reply : Never ; except from persons to whom credit

was not due.

10.

To the tenth, I reply: Yes ; I have, as the imputations were made in

ignorance, and for that reason were generally unworthy of credits

1t.

29

34.
33,
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
5U.

'To the eleventh, T reply: No.
To the twelfth, I reply : Yes; just the reverse.

. To.the thirteenth, I reply : No.

. To the fourteenth, I reply : No.

. Mo the fifteenth, I reply : No.

. Mo the sixteenth, 1 reply : Never.
. "To the seventeenth, I reply : No.
. To the eighteenth, T reply : No.

To the nineteenth, 1 reply : No.

. 'Po the tweutietl, 1 reply : No.

. "Do the twenty first, 1 reply : Yes,

. 'T'o the twenty-second, I reply : Yes.
. To the twenty third, I reply.:. Yes.

. To the twenty-fourth, 1 reply : Yes.
. "To the wwenty-fifth, I reply : Never.
5. T'o the twenty-sixth, I reply : No.

. To the twenty seventh, I reply : No.
. 'T'o the twenty eighth, 1 reply : No.

29,
30,
31,
32,

"To the twenty-ninth, I reply : No.

T'o the thirtieth, 1 reply : No.

To the thirty first, I reply : T believe it has.
"To the thirty-second, I reply : No.

"T'o the thirty third, I reply @ No,

T'o the thirty-fourth, I reply : No.

"To the thirty-fifth, I reply : No.

To the thirty-sixth, I reply : No.

To the thirty-seventh, I reply : Not the least.
‘T'o the thirty-cighth, T reply: I do.

To the thirty ninth, T reply : No.

To the fortieth, I reply : No.

T'o the forty first, I reply : No.

T'o the forty second, 1 reply : No; never.
To the forly third, I reply: No.

To the forty fourth, I reply: No.

"T'o the fosty fifth, I reply : No.

To the forty-sixth, I reply : No.

T'o the forty-seventh, I reply : No.

'T'o the forty eighth, I reply : I do not.
"To the forty ninth, I reply: No.

T'o the fifticth, 1 reply : No.
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51. To the fifty-first, I reply : No.

52. To the fifty-second, I reply : No ; although, at first, I was inclined to
think it possible that a blank bill of sale might have had the consular certi-
ficate ; but when I recollected the consular seal was used to attach the cer-
tificate to the bill of sale, I became convinced to the contrary.

I am, your most obedient servant,
J. MORLAND.

Nore.—Having been requested to state the imputations against Mr.
Trist’s probity or trustworthiness, which are referred to in my answers 8,
9, and 10, as having been known or heard of by me, 1 comply with that
request by saying: ‘The imputations alluded to in the 8, 9, and 10, were
such as are made in the American papers, and which 1 knew to be false
when applied to Mr. 'T'rist. 'There were some of the persons to whorm I
should have given credit, if T had had no knowledge of the accused per-

son.
J. MORLAND.
N. P. Trist, Esq.,
Consul of the United States of America.

ConsvLATE oF TuE Unrrepd STaTes oF AMERricA, Havana :

I, John A. Smith, vice-consl of the United States of America, do hereby
certify, that, on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared
John Morland, of this city, merchant, who, being duly sworn, did declfTe,
that the letter hereunto attached, under date November 11, 1839, addressed
to N. P. Trist, Esq., consul of the United States of America, contains the
replies of him, the said Morland, to the fiftv-two questions enclosed in the
letter addressed to him by the said N. P. 'Trist, under date November 4,
1839 ; and the said Morland did further declare, that his said replies are, to
the best of his inowledge and belief, trae and correct.

In testimony whereof, I hercunto set my hand, and affix my seal of office,
[Ls ] at Havana, this 14th day of December, in the year of our Lord one

' thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and of the independet:ce

of the United States the sixty-fourth.
J. A. SMITH.

Joun MorLanD.

{Enclosure No. 4.]

Havana, November 15, 1839,

Sir: In compliance with the request in your favor of the 4th instant,
give the following replies to the fifty-two questions thercin enclosed :
. To the first, I reply : No.
To the second, 1 reply : No.
To the third, I reply : No.
To the fourth, I reply : No.
To the fifth, I reply: Yes,
To the sixth, I reply: Yes.
To the seventh, I reply: No.
"T'o the eighth, T reply : Never.
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9. To the ninth, I reply: No.
10. To the tenth, 1 reply: No.
11. To the eleventh, I reply: No; quite the reverse.
12. To the twelfth, 1 reply : Yes.
13. To the thirteenth, I reply : No.
14. To the fourteenth, 1 reply: Never.
15. To the fifteenth, I reply : Never.
16. To the sixteenth, I reply : Never.
17. 'To the seventeenth, I reply : No.
18. To the eighteenth, I reply : Never.
19. To the nineteenth, I reply: Never.
20. To the twentieth, I reply: Never.
21. To the twenty-first, I reply : Yes; very.
22, 'I'o the twenty-second, I reply: Yes.
23. To the twenty-third, 1 reply : Yes.
24. To the twenty-fourth, I reply : Yes.
25. To the twenty-fifth, I reply: Never.
26. 'To the twenty sixth, I reply: Never.
27. To the twenty seventh, I reply : No.
28. To the twenty eighth, I reply : No.
29, To the twenty-ninth, I reply : No.
30. To the thirtieth, I reply : No.
31, To the thirty-first, T reply : Yes.
32. 'I'o the thirty-second, 1 reply : Never.
33. To the thirty-third, I reply: No.
34. 'To the thirty-fourth, I reply : Never.
35. To the thirty-fifth, I reply : Never,
36. To the thirty-sixth, I reply : Never.
37. To the thirty-seventh, 1 reply : None.
38. To the thirty-eighth, I reply ; Positively.
39. To the thirty-ninth, I reply : Never.
40. "To the fortieth, T reply ; Never.
41. To the forty-first, I reply : No.
42, To the forty-second, I reply: Never.
43. To the forty-third, I reply : Never.
44. To the forty-fourth, I reply : No.
45. To the forty fifth, I reply: No.
46. T'o the forty-sixth, I reply: Never.
47. To the forty-seventh, I reply: No.
48. To the forty eighth, I reply : Never.
49. To the forty ninth, I reply: Never.
50. T'o the fiftieth, I reply: No,
51. To the fifty-first, I reply: No.
62. To the fifty second, I reply: I do not see any.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. KNIGHT-
N. P. T'risT, Esq., .
Consul of the United States of America.

ConsurLATE oF THE UNITED STATES oF AMERICA, Havana !

1, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States of America, do hereby
certily, that on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared
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George Knight, of this city, merchant, who, being duly sworn, did declare
that the letter hereunto attached, under date November 15, 1839, addressed
to N. P. Trist, Esq., consul of the United States of America, contains the
replies of him, the said Knight, to the filty two questions enclosed in the
letter addressed to him by the said N. P. T'rist, under date the 4th Novem-
ber, 1839 ; and the said Knight did further declare, that his said replics
are, to the best of his knowledge and belief, true and correct.
In testimony whercof, 1 hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal of office,
at Havana, this 14th day of December, in the year of our Lord one
[ L. s.] thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and of the independencs
ot the United States the sixty-fourth.
N. P. TRIST,

GEORrRGE KNIGHT.

[Enclosare No. 5.}

Havana, November 18, 1839,

Sir: In compliance with the request in your favor of the 4th instant, |
give the following replies to the fifty-two questions therein enclosed :
. To the first, I reply: No.

‘I'o the second, 1 reply : No.

. To the third, 1 reply : No.

To the fourth, I reply: No.

. To the filth, I reply: Yes.

‘I'o the sixth, I reply: Yes.

To the seventh, I reply: No,

. "T'o the eighth, 1 reply : No.

. To the ninth, I reply: No.

. 'To the tenth, I reply: No.

. ‘T'o the eleventh, I reply: No.

. To the twelfih, I reply : Yes.

. 'T'6 the thirteenth, I reply : No.

. To the fourteenth, I reply : No.

. To the fifteenth, I reply: No,

. To the sixteenth, I reply: No..

. To the seventeenth, 1 reply: No.

. 'To the eighieenth, T reply : No.

. ‘To the nineteenth, I reply : No.

. To the twentieth, I reply: No.

. To the twenty first, I reply : Yes.
. To the twenty-second, I reply: Yes.
. To the twenty-third, I reply: Yes.
. To the twenty-fourth, I reply: Yes.
. 'To the twenty-fifih, I reply: No.

. To the twenty-sixth, I reply: No.
. To the twenty-seventh, I reply : No.
28. To the twenty-eighth, I reply: No.
29. To the twenty-ninth, I reply: No.
30. To the thirtieth, I reply: No.. .
31. To the thirty-first, I reply : Yes.
32. To the thirty-second, I reply : No.
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33. To the thirty-third, I reply : No,
34. To the thirty-fourth, I reply : No.
35, To the thirty fifth, T reply : No.
36. To the thirty sixth, I reply : No.
37. To the thirty seventh, 1 reply : No.
38. To the thirty-eighth, I reply : Yes.
39. To the thirty ninthy I reply : No.
40. To the fortieth, 1 reply : No.
41. To the forty first, 1 reply : No.
42. o the forty srcoud, I reply: No,
43. To the forty-third, 1 reply : No.
44. To the forty fourth, I reply: No.
46. To the forty fifth, I reply : No.
46. To the forty sixth, I reply: No.
47. To the forty seventh, 1 reply : No.
48. To the forty-eighth, 1 reply: No.
49. To the torty ninth, I reply : No.
50. To the fifiieth, 1 reply : No.
51. To the filty first, I reply : No.
52. To the filty second, I reply : No.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
: DANIEL OSGOOD, M. D.
N. P. T'risT, Esq.
Consul of the United States of America.

[Enclosure No. 6.]

HBavawna, November 20, 15839,

Str: In compliance with the request in your favor of the 4th instant, [
give the following replies to the fifly two questions therein enclosed :
1. 'To the first, 1 reply :* No.

2. To the second, I reply : No.
3. To the third, I reply: No.
4. To the fourth, I reply : No.
6. To the fifth, 1 reply : Yes,
6. To the sixth, I reply: Yes.
7. T'o the seventh, 1 reply : No.

8. To the eighth, T reply : No.

9. To the uninth, I reply : No.

10. To the tenth, 1 reply : No.
11. To the eleventh, 1 reply : No,
12. To the twelfth, I reply: Yes.
13. To the thirteenth, I reply : No.
14. To the fourteenth, I reply: No.
15. To the fifteenth, I reply : No.
16. To the sixteentl), I reply : No.
17. To the seventeenth, I reply: No.
18. To the eighteenth, I reply: No.
19. 'V'o the nineteenth; I reply : No.
20. To the twentieth, I reply : No.
21. To the twenty-first, I reply : Yes.
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22. To the twenty second, 1 reply: Yes.
23. Ta the twenty-third, I reply : Yes.
24. To the twenty-fourth, I reply : Yes.
25. To the twenty-fifth, 1 reply : No.
26. To the twenty sixth, I reply: No.
27. To the twenty-seventh, I reply : No.
28. 'To the twenty-eighth, I reply: No.
29. To the twenty ninth, 1 reply: No.
30. To the thirtieth, I reply: No.
31. To the thirty-first, I reply : Yes.
32. To the thirty-second, I reply : No,
33. To the thirty third, I reply: No.
34. To the thirty-fourth, I reply: No,
35. To the thirty-fifth, I reply: Never.
36. To the thirty sixth, I reply: No.
37. To the thirty-seventh, I reply : No.
38. To the thirty-eighth, I reply: Yes.
39. To the thirty-ninth, I reply: No.
40. 'To the fortieth, 1 reply: No.
41. "To the forty-first, I reply: No.
42. To the forty second, I reply : No.
43. To the forty third, 1 reply: No.
44. To the forty-fourth, I reply: No.
45. To the forty-fifth, 1 reply : No.
46. To the forty-sixth, I reply : No.
47. To the forty.seventh, I reply: No.
48. To the forty eighth, I reply : No.
49. To the forty-ninth, I reply: No.
50. To the fiftieth, I reply : No.
61. To the fifty first, I reply: No.
62. To the fifty-second, I reply : No.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, .

EDWARD SPALDING.

N. P. Trist, Esq., .
Consul of the United States of America.

CowsuLaTe oF THE UNITED STATES oF AMERICA, Huvana :

I, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States of America, do hereby
certify, that .on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared
"Edward Spalding, of this city, merchant, who being duly sworn, did de-
clare that the letter hereunto attached, under date November 20th, 1839,
addressed to “ N. I”. "I'rist, Esq., consul of the United States of America,”
contains the replies of him, the said Spalding, to the fifty-two questions
enclosed in the letter addressed to him by the said N. P. Trist, undsr date
Novewmber 4, 1839 ; and the said Spalding did further declare that his said
replies are, to the best of his knowledge and belief, true and correct.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal of office,

L &.] at Havana, this fourteenth day of November, in the year of our

71 Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and of the in-
dependence of the United States the sixty-fourth,
' N. P. TRIST.

Ebpwarp SpaLpine.
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Consul Trist to the Secretary.of Slate.

[No. 108.] ConsuLATE of THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, December 18, 1839.

Sir: Referring to my No. 107, 1 have the honor to transmit three other
documents relating to the same subject, to wit :

No. 1—Letter from N. P. Trist to C. D. Tolmé, Esq.—November 9, 1839.

No. 2—Questions enclosed in the foregoing letter.

No. 3—Reply of C. D. Tolmé.—November 15, 1839.

These documents require no remark from me, further thanto éall atten-
tion to the fact, that, although some of the queries relate to my general
character, they are put solely on account of their special bearing up
poiats of character involved in the particular imputation in question. The
error is to be avoided, of considering these interrogatories as drawn up with
a view to the vindication of my general official course or charucter. This
would have required a much wider scope of inquiry.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ’ : N. P. TRIST.

Hon. Jouan ForsyrH, o
Secretary of Stale.

[Enclosure No. 1.}

Consvrate oF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC), ..
Havana, November 9, 1839.

Str : Events having rendered it due to my character, both as a man and
as an officer, that 1 should seek, in relation to a particular imputation apon
it, such evidence as the nature of the subject admits of, my knowledge:-of
you enables me at the same time to appreciate your value as a witness ;
and, notwithstanding . the seeming delicacy of our official positions rela-
tively to the subject, to appeal, without hesitation, to your sense of the ob-
ligation to bear testimony ta the truth.

Had I to choose from all the persons  known to e, whether personally
-or by name only, one in whom to put reliance ns a source of information
in regard to the slave trade, and all matters directly or indirectly connected
therewith, the selection could fall upon none but you. Ever since I first
formed your acquaintance, on my arrival here, nearly six years ago, it has,
if I mistake not, constituted part of -your official duty to collect information
of this character ; and in saying that, of all those who, on this.theatre, du-
ring the period just stated, have participated in that duty, there is not one
in behalf of whom the most distant pretensien conld be advanced to compare
with you in any one of the qualifications for this or any other public:trust,

1do but give utterance to a conviction, which is not ouly mine, but; so far

as I know or believe, that of all who have ever had.any means-to form an
opinion on the subject.. I entertain not a doubt that it is the common sen-
timent of this place—entertained by forcigners of all nations, as well as
your own countrymen ; and that it cannot fail to-have penetrated at home,
wherever the opportunity has been conjoined with the capacity to form an
estimate of your character. o ,

With regard to the fountains of information which may here-exist upon
this or any othgr subject, you possess the keys to them all, in your ¢om-
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mand of the four:languages.spoken hére:: an-advantage that in you proves
the more effective, from your strong taste and eminent talent for social con-
verse.. -On the:other hand, your Understanding is-known to be of.aa order
to'iifford-a security for the-diserimination indispensable to a correct use of”
such.powers and opportunities;; whilst: that)security reccives carroboragion
from the aversion of a moral nature such as. yours, to. both the deception
and: the, injustice which are the nafural fruits:of ;the careless adoption. and
reckless propagation of untruth, , In a.word, your qualities-of head,.and
heart ; your intelligence; petietration; and. tict ; ;your {rank, cordial, and
Prepossessing, manuers ;- your  conscientipus. nessand beneyolence—allicon-
apire to afford a security that the task of collecting information on the sub-
ject in question, as pursued by you, has been pursued in the way that such
a task.must be, to produce a result-of any real valne ; that your aim has.
been to. do, and. not to seem.; that you, have deemed it your duty always
first to salisfy. your own mind.upon a point, before stamping it as a thing
which might be throwu.into the.currency of facts;:that you have acted
under that neyer-failing :sense, of. obligation to truth, which. is necessary to-
inspire the habitual earnestness after fact, so distinguishable frow the reck-
less ad captanduwin spirit prevalent at this hour, that welcomes to its net
any thing and every thing, however improbable, however untrue, however
preposterous, which may suit the heuted imaginations on whose excite-
ment it profits, and thereby, obtaining acceptance as proof of high desert in
the purveyor, answer the only purpose for which he cares.

This language, although merely the utterance of what every one here
knows'and feels—only more or less distigetly according to the opportunities
he may have enjoyed—will, I am aware, be apt to subject the understand-
in%s of us both, if not my motives, to reproach. The semblance of flattery
will, however, vanish before the truth, that these facts constitute the reason
why value should be attached to your testimony. . That testimony is sought,

because it is valuable; and it is valuable, because of the qualifications which
you have brought to-the task of making yourself conversant with the slave-
trade, and -all things incident thereto. In speaking as 1 have done, there-
fore, I have merely given my reason for calling you as a witness.
; Had your testimony been destined for use at this place, whete a resi-
dence of many vears has made you well known, or in your own country,
where you must be better known still, it would bave. been superfluous to
assign any reason of the kind for asking it. But it is intended for use in
my country, where you are not known ; and it was necessary, and there-
fore proper, that those upon whose minds it is designed to operate, should
{earn something of those qualities of its source, whereon its value so greatly
depends. 'T'hat information,in whatever shape produced, could come only
from myseif. It could consist only of statements made by me, or of state-
ments procured by me; so that, whether under the one form or the other,
the trath of the matter could not be adduced without exposing me to the
imputation of offering flattery, and you to that of accepting it. ~ This being
the case, it could mattér but little, in respect to this unavoidable semblance
of flattery, whether it should appear in this letter or in some appendage to
it; whilst, in other respects, the letter asking your testimony (in trath; ad-
dressed rather to the public in my country.than to yourself; for, otherwise,
the request might, with greater convenience, have been made orally) seemed
the most.appropriate place for declaring.my reason for desiring it.

The best shape in which testimony of the nature of that which I am



35  [125]

secking can be givenyis,that. of :exsct.repliesito{ precise:interrogataries < “for
the-teader:-can at once, perceive : whether: these :aré se . framed as fully to
elicit: whitever, information; the witness- may.. possess. ;- At.the same: time,
this is the least troublesome form inwhich the task of. giving:testimony can
be. proposed: to him. :.'The trouble is bronght within the narrowest compass
possible, when the questions are so put as to require only-a:yes or-no in
reply. - This - will befound: to be:the character of, thase (fifty:nine in num-
ber) herein engclosed ; which I trust that you will deem the necessity under
which I am placed for the testimony of those here who have had the: best
opportunities to acquire a knowledge of my acts and character, a sufficient
apology for requesting you to take the trouble of carefully perusunr ‘and
giving written replles to. . SRETNE : ;
I am, snr, very respectfully, your obedlent servant ,
- - -Ne P. TRIST.
C. D. TOLME, Esq S L Co
[Em.losure No 2]

SR chestums. ,

1..Has any.instance ever come: to your lmowledge of my havmg, to-ac-

commodate any person whatever, “signed a blank form ” of any-description

whatsoever, ¢ to be filled up by.” ‘such person, or by any one in his behalf?

2. Until very recently, had you ever heard of any act of the kind bémg
imputed to me ? :

3. Had you ever heard of any act of the kmd bemo unputed to the ton-
sulate of the Umted States of America at Havana, smce it came into my
charge

gNow, that it is known to you that the 1mputanon has been made, do
you.believe in its truth ? : :

5, Do you positively disbelieve it? '

6. Do you think that your opportunities have been guod for formmo a
correct estimate of my character as an officer and as.a man ? -

7. Has any thing whatever ever, to your knowledge, occurred, aﬂ‘ordm«r
any ground whatever for dlstrustmv my probity or lrusbworthmess, euher
as an officer or as a man?

8. Have you ever known any deﬁmte imputation to be cast upon me,
either as an officer or as a man, in respect to probity or trustworthiness ?

9. Have you ever heard of any such imputation from any quarter? - :

10, Have you ever heard of any such imputation from any -quarter
which, supposing the same impntation from the same quarter to have been’
cast upon a person altogether unknown lo you, would have been deeme!dE
by you entitied to any credit? '

11. So far as my character is known to you, is it a mellcennry one?

12. Do you cansider it to be the reverse of mercenary ?

13. Do you consider me to be eager after money ?

14.-Has any fact ever come to your knowledge evincing such eaverness?

15.. Have you ever heard of any such fact?

16. Have you ever known any improper charge to be made at my oﬂ"lce?

17. Have you ever heard of any such improper charge ?

18. Have you ever.heard of any contention whatever- “having arisen out
of .any charge or demand for money made at my office in my own behalf?

19. Have you ever known me to shrink from contention on other sub-
Jects, presented by the official relations in which I am placed ?
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20 Have you- ever heard:of my 8o 'doing in any. instunies ? )

21. Is not the Taw of the United States, requiring the payment of three
menths’ extra w:gla upon the discharge of ‘seamen, exceedingly hateful to
alt classes upon whom it bears—ship-masters, ship-owners, and merchants ?

- 22, Is there not a particular odinm attached to the demand of thoseextra
wapes by the consal?:. o PR L
. @3i Is not this provision of the law such, that nothing is requisite for its
suecessfitl - evasion than' the' merest tucit connivance on- the part of the
- 124.:Does not a general sentiment prevail on the subject, that the. consul
-bught to connive:at its evasion 7 . R oL .
" 25. Have you ever heard of an instance in which such -connivance was
givenbyme? o
£6. Have you ever heard of an instance in which, knowing or hearing
-of any attempt or intention to evade this law, I have failed to fake active
measures to enforce its observance? . ... ‘ ‘ DI
27. In the whole circle of consular duties, do you know of one, in re-
gard to which a consul, capable of sacrificing duty to personal considera-
tions, would be so sure to evince such disposition? = S
--=/28; The -course pursued by me, on-divers occasions, in cases wheréin
“sailors or:mariners of subordinate grade ‘were pafties against ship masters,.
Liigdtniot; to the best of your knowledge and belief, come in. direct conflict
with:the universal sentiment among American merchants and ship-masters
-at this &ace_,' and been deemed highly prejudicial to their interests 2 .=
129 With the exception’ of ‘the ‘course’ pursued by me on theé occasions
referred to:in the last'question, have yon ever heard of ‘any official act:be-
“ing imputed to me, that, by any American nierchant or ship-master of ve-
-spectable character, was deetned (o be objectionable? - APt
30. The nature and extent of your acquaintance and- intercourse with
American merchants and ship-masters, and with merchants and ship-mas-
ters- of other nations associating ‘with the former, being considered, i it or
is it-not in the highest degree improbable that a single imputation of the
kind mentioned in- the last question could "have been brought against me
without your hearing of it? = T e IR

31, With regard to the cases excepted in question 28, wherein sailors
or:mariners ‘of subordinate grade’ wére parties against ship-masters, has
not my course beén the reverse of that which was recommended by con-
siderations of personal convenience or interest? =~ - - - . . S
~-32..In such cases, have you ever known an instance.in which I failed to

rshe the course dictated by my own judgment, or to prove utterly regard-
lessiof who the parties might be, or who might take an interest in the sub:
ject, or what opinion might be entertained as to the propristy of my course
by my countrymen, whether friends or strangers tome? .. .0 i

33. From the knowledge which you possess of the mode in which slave-'
trade operations are conducted and tatked of here, do you believe it possi-
Ble that the consul ‘of the United States at this place should be, in any- way,
directly or indirectly, concerned or interested in that business, without ‘its
coming to your ears? =~ . o S o

34. Until the.charges to that effect, recently made ‘in the newspaper
press:of the United States, had you ever heard that the idea of my being
in.any way concerned or interested in the slave-trade had ever entered the:
head of any one?



35 Has al?::gto'und whatever  for -any:such -belief-ever presented itself
* - 36.. Has any suspicion of the sort ever crossed.your mind? - .5 =
' r,h 37.: ~1§ﬁw~, ‘that thecharge ‘has -been made, do. you attach any credit
.- 38. Do-yon positively disbelieve it ?2 e T
39. Have you ever known an instance ot a ¢false bill of sale of ‘a. ves-
-sel,” or of a fictitious document. of any sort, having been granted by me,.or
having issued from my office?. I P Co
40. -Have you ever heard of any.such instance? . S
- 41. Do you believethat any such instance ever occurred? .- .
42;- Since-this consulate has been held by me, have you ever known an
instance of a vessel, which had arrived at this port under a foreign' flag,
baving exchanged it for the flag of the United States? o
43. Have you ever heard of any.such instance ?
44. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred ? o
45, Since-this consulate hasbeen held by me, have you ever known an:
instance . of -a vessel’s leaving here-under the American flag, whether for
the ‘coast of :Africa or any other. part of the world, which had not as'ab-
solute'and perfect a right to leave, and to be exempt from all-consular.in-
terference in so doing, as‘any packet that ever cleared for the port of-New
York; or.any:sugar-laden ship that ever cleared for “. Cowes and a market 2’
. 46. Have you ever heard of any such instance? ..~ - SR
47. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred ? -

_48. Have you ever known an instance of any infraction or evasion of
any law of the United States taking place through my connivance, or with
49. Have you everheard of any.such instance? . .. = -

50, Do you believe that any“such instance ever occurred ? - .

51. Suppose a vessel to leave Havana under the Portugnese or-any'other
flag, to be employed in the slave trade ; and suppose said vessel to be pro-
-vided with a number of all the forms known to you as being used in .the
American consulate at this place, said forms being signed in blauk by the
consul, and also sealed with the seal of the consul

: ate, “ to be filled -np-at
pleasure by the person in cominand of that vessel:” can you conceive a
single use that any of ‘such-blank forms could be put to? B
.. b2, Suppose an occasion to arise, in which it should be desirable to make:
such vessel pass for an American vessel : can you conceive any possible
way. in ,"zwhich' any or all of said blank forms could be made to serve that
purpose ? SRR . - S
53. To the best of your knowledge and belief, has any vessel, under the
flag of the United States, ever cleared from this port for the coast of Africa,
or-any other part of the world, which it was competent to.the consut.of
the United States to refuse to deliver-the papers. of, upon the demand :of
the master, or to interpose any other hindrance to the departure of 2~ . -
54. To the best of your knowledge and belief, has any vessel, under the
flag of the United States, ever cleared from this port for the coast of Aftita,
or any other part of the world, which, had she been under the British flag,.
{all other-circumstances: being precisely the same,) it would -have been com-
petent to.the :Britishsconsul, under any British law, to refuse to deliver-the:
sg‘p:rs,oﬁmpon the demand of the master, or to: interpose any other hin.:
65: 'Ro thie best of your knowledge and belief, ‘has there ever:been- any-
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nore mystery: or-concealmént atthe consalate ofthe United:States i iregard
to vessels destined to the coast of Africa, than in regard to thiose destined:
to New York ot'to ¢« Cowes and: a market®?: . = i ot vovn o dE 2o
.-56. To the best of your knowledge and ‘belief, has there:ever béenthe
slightest hesitation on the part of the consul of the United States, or at his
office, in answering any inquiry of yours concerning any occurrence that
ight:there have taken place,or in-imparting to you any information which
might be there.possessed in regard to the sale or destination of a vessel, or
any other particular concerning her? Co . o .
. B7. 'To the best of your knowledge and belief, did ordid. not the same
"utter want of reserve prevail at the consulate of the United States towards
“the British commissioners on' the slave-trade and their secretary, until: this
state of things was reversed, with respect to them, in the month of Novem-
ber, ‘l??ﬁ, in consequence of a communication which they addressed to the
consul ? R SR o : P
58, To the best of your knowledge and belief, was or was not the sedre-
tary to the commissioners in the habit of paying frequent visits to the.
American consnlate, kept in the same house where they had their office 2
.59, 'To the best of your knowledge and -belief, did or did not the said
secretary ever fail to obtain from the vice-consul, as a thing of -course, an-
_swers to any inquiries he might see fit to make? L ‘

NoveMEER 9, 1839._ '

'N. P. TRIST.

[ﬁd@re No.3J]
. ° . Havana, November 15, 1839.
Sir: To the interrogatories contained in your letter of the 9th instant,
1 reply as follows: T '
1. 'To the first: Never.
" 2. To the second: Never..
" 3. To the third: Never ; until such imputations appeared in the public

pers. e :

l)“4 ‘T'o the fourth : 1 do not.

. 5.-'To the fifth : - Most positively. ‘

. 6. To the sixth : The very best; arising from our long official intercourse
and private intimacy. ‘ ' S

. 7. To the seventh : Nothing. - :
~ 8,9, To the eighth and ninth : Never; except by the journalisis of the
‘United States, and in papers presented to the British Parliament. - =~ =
- 10. To the tenth: On account chiefly of the latter, viz ; what is contained
in the parliamentary papers, I probably should have deemed it deserving of
sufficient credit to lead me to inquire into the truth of the imputation.

11. To theeleventh: Certainly not. » o

12. To the twelfth : The very revetse ; perhaps, to a fault.

13. 'To the thirteenth :- By no means, '

14. 'To the fourteenth : None. .

.15. To the fifteenth : ‘Never. _ ‘ ‘ ‘

16, 17. To the sixteenth and seventeenth : From your general as well as.
your: official character, I am convinced -that youn wowld spurn the idea of
making, ‘or suffering to be made, any overcharge in.your consulate: - Nay;
I perfectly remember that, shortly after your arrival here to take possession:
of the consulate,.certain ‘fées ithen charged were reduced:;.snd. thé excéss



30: Eres ¥

-which. had beén-received. subsequent: ta-yous:appointment, was Téturnedito
the: houses.by -which it had been. paith /.| ... 1.7 5. L s ihseaitie

-.18.: T'o the eighteenth, I reply-:..Never.: . - - ol oo oo nion
: 19.. 'To the nineteenth : I have not;: on-the contrary, I should say that,
for the maintenance of the rights of. your conntry.and fellow-citizens, yom.
werree;ometimes disposed . to - show fight a little more hastily than was re-
e 20. To the twentieth: I have heard Americans, who. supposed them-:
selves’ injured: by the Government or individuals of this place, complain:
that. you did not take up their cause ; but I am certain that you never refused:
10 do-so, when they had justice on their side. In fact,1 remember instances:
in which - Englishmen and Americans being jointly implicated, we have:
worked hand in hand to-serve them ; and that your aid on such occasions;
‘was most willingly and efficiently given. s '
-21. To the twenty-first : Undoubtedly.
. .28, 'To the twenty-second : Thereis. - .
. 23."To the twenty-third, I answer : I should think so.
. 24. T'o the twenty-fourth : I conceive there does, except among those:tos
-whom connivance at any evasion of the laws is hateful.
25. To the twenty-fifth: Never. '
26. To the twenty-sixth: No.
. 27. To the twenty-seventh : I do not. o ‘

28. To the twenty-eighth : 1t has. Your determination to establish equal
justice between ship masters and their seamen, adopted from your very first
-arrival, I consider to be the foundation of all the clamors raised against you.
. 29. To the twenty-ninth : With that exception, 1 have not. '

30. To the thirtieth :- I do not think it could.

31..'To thé thirty-first: Undoubtedly. - ‘ o

- 32. To the thirty-second : Never. {_conside,r‘ you, in the administration.
of ‘justice, to have pursued, without fear or favor, that course which, in
your conscience, you believed right. . : :
" 33. To the thirty-third, I reply : Utterly impossible. =~
'34. 'T'o the thirty-fourth : Never, never. Had any one here started such
an idea, he would have been laughed at by the respectable- portion of the.
community, and- by all your friends whose indignation was not raised by
the iniguity of such an imputation. : : : S
"_1.35, 36, 37. To the thirty fifth, thirty-sixth, and thirty-seventh : Not the
slightest. ‘ L . o - Lo
+. 38. To the thirty-eighth: I disbelieve it in {oio : I know it is false.
- .39. To the thirty ninth : Never. =~ = = e s

.40. To the fortieth: 1 never heard it here; but I. have seen it stated in
papers presented to the British Parliament, that you had granted ¢ false bilis.
of sale for vessels.” B - S T s

41. To the fortyfirst: I feel a delicacy in contradicting assertions thus

put forward; but 1l conceive there must be some misunderstanding in the.
matter, or that the bills of sale referred to were forged ;.for.I am sure that
Yyou never, in your life, executed a false document. R ‘
42, 43, 44. To the forty-second, forty third, and forty:fourth, I reply :
that, so far from your having ever suffered a. vessel:-under. foreign colors
being here transferred to the American flag, (as I have known to be done
by consuls of the United .States: in other ports,) you have completely set
youk face against such transfers; and, in some. instances, parties requiring
-them; have held :you regponsible for not agreeing thereto.
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. 45, 46,47, To the~forty-fifth, forty-sixth, and  forty:seventh : 1 am noét-
sufﬁ?ientl‘ acquainted with the laws of .the: United, States to say whether-
you _coul! or could not, under the circumstances under which Anierican
vesséls: have left this port for Africa, have prevented their departure; but I
presume not, as vessels..uuder precisely. similar circumstances have been
suffered to depart direct from the United States for' Africa. - :

48, 49, 50. To the forty-eighth, forty ninth, and fiftieth, I answer: I am.«
convinced that you would not willingly do or suffer such a thing. -

51, 52. To the fifty-first, and fifty-second : The forms used in the Amer--
‘ican: ‘tonsulate are known to me, and I am not aware that any of them-
could :be filled up so as to be put to such a use as you allude to; certainly
not:to give an-American character to-the vessel of another nation : though;.
perhaps, the blank certificates might be so filled up as to deceive ignorant or-
mexperienced persons on these points. . - . :

63. To the fifty-third : I repeat, that1am not sufficiently acquainted with
-American law to answer the question ; but my impression is, that an Amer-
ican consul has no legal-authority to detain a ship’s papers, or put obstacles
_inithe way of her departure from the place of his residence, whatever her
cargo or destination. AR S ' ‘ o

54. To the fifty-fourth: I know of no British law by which it would
have been competent for a British consul to refuse to deliver the papers of
a British vessel, when demanded by the master, or.to interpose any other
hindrance to her departure from the port of his residence to whatever place
she:might be bound, or whatever cargo she might have in ; but, in the event.
of British vessels clearing out here for the coast of Africa, laden with articles.
usually shipped for the purpose of purchasing slaves, (as several American
vessels have done,) it would be his duty, acting under instructions given by
Mr. Canning to the British consul at Bahia, in the year 1825, < to discour-
age such undertakings, and report to the Secretary of State the names,
together with aparticular description of such Englishmen as might be
engaged in them.” . It would also be his duty, T conceive, to do the same,
if such vessels, though in ballast, appeared (like the Baltimore clippers that
have gone from hence to Africa) to be of a class likely to be turned to
ulterior slave-trading purposes. .~ o .

'65. To the fifty-fifth query, I reply: To the best of my knowledge and:
belief, there has not. o ' o L ,

-56. To the fifty-sixth : I have always found the utmost readiness on your
part to answer my inquiry on the subject. ‘ o o

57. To the fifty-seventh : I have no means of answering this question
positively : 1should think not: ' S o

- 58.  To the fifty-eighth : The British commissioners, at one time, had.

Bir office under the same roof as your own ; and I then frequently saw:
their secretary conversing with your vice-consul. : S

58. To the fifty-ninth, I reply : I should think not ; sbut I cannot speak
positively to the point. B S :

.- I-have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

o 'C. D, TOLME.
N.P.Trrst,Bsq.,, . . B o -
: Consul of ther-Uni_ted States, Havana. T .
L certify that.the abo : .. . HA'VA'N_A,’Nobembcr%,.lm.
<1 certify. that:the abova is-a true copy. : .
" R e R C. D. TOLME:
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Consul Tvist to the Secretary of State.

[No. 153.] : Havana CONSULATE,.
Washington, September 28, 1840.

Sir : Having at length accomplished the task imposed by that branch of
the labors of the conspiracy for the destruction of my character, the pretexts
for which were found in alleged outrages upon American ship-masters and
seamen, I now find time to bestow upon other subjects.

Referring to my No. 64, under date January 12, 1839, enclosing a copy
of my correspondence at that period with the British agents resident at Ha~
vana. under conventions with Spain, relative to the slave-trade, I now trans-
mit (enclosures Nos. 1 and 2) a sequel to that correspondence, which occur-
red in July of the same year. i

I had purposed to engage, on this oceasion, in a full examination of the
doings-of these agents upon this theatre, and to present an array of facts:
that would leave no room for doubt in regard to the spirit of disingenuous.
ness and deception towards their own country, and of insult towards ours,
which prompted the attempt, so indecently persisted in, to increase their
stock of oceasions for display of hollow zeal, which counld serve no possible-
purpose but that of imposing upon distant enthusiasts, and feeding the ex-
citement which the actors find it so richly to their account to keep alive.

This purpose, however, want of time compels me to relinquish, (for the-
present at least,) except so far as to state a few facts, which will serve to open
the view of the subject that 1 intended to present in eztenso. '

Stripped of what, (to borrow the expression of the. Westminster Review,
in a recent article on the subject,) may be termed ¢ official cant,” the sum
and substance of the pretext seized upon by them for deriving from our own
country materials for those «tubs for the whale,” which it is their business.
to keep up the supply of, consists in the evasions of our laws, whereby ves-
sels calculated for the slave-trade are built and furnished to the trader. Al-
though, according to Mr. Buxton’s recently published statistics of English
manufactures made and calculated exclusively for the slave-trade, the an-
nual amount is at least tenfold that of the vessels which, according to the
British commissioners’ returns, were furnished from our country to Havana
in 1838 ; yet shipping does not constitute an item in Mr. Buxton’s list, and
it may be inferred, therefore, that no ¢ clippers” are among the products of
British industry for the traffic.

That the evasions of law by means of which they are furnished are,
however, far from impracticable in. the British dominions, and under the
British flag, is proved by the two following cases, occurring in 1838, and,
as will be seen, under circumstances peculiarly calculated t¢ awaken sus-
picion, and peculiarly favorable to scrutiny. .

In March, 1838, the Portuguese brig Arrogante, captured by her Britan-
nic Majesty’s brig Sitike, was condemned as a slaver by the mixed commis-
sion at Sierra Leone. At this British port she was sold, purchased fer-
British account, (on the face of the proceedings,) sent to London, there ob-
tained a British register, with which and under the British flag she made her
appearance at Havana, and thence proceeded to Vera Cruz. On her return
to Havana, early in 1839, she was sold, and put under Spanish colors, chang-
ing her name to lberia ; with which she sailed, and returned at the beginning-
of this year; after landing a cargo of slaves at Puerto Rico.
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In November, 1838, -the Portuguese slaver Vetérano was captured off
Galtinas by a British cruiser., This vessel, also, had been condemned at
Sierra Leone ; and after condemnation had obtained a British register, with
which she proceeded to London, where, after being registered de novo, in
January, 1838, she cleared for Cadiz, and was subsequently put under the
Portuguese flag. »

There is every reason to believe—indeed, the circumstances are such as:
to leave no doubt on any mind at all. acquainted with the state of things at
Havana—that both these vessels, thaugh-carrying British registers, belong-
ed, from the very first, (at the time of condemnation, and at the time of pur-
chase under the condemnation,) to Don Pedro Martinez & Co, the grentest
slave-trading house in Havana. No fact is more notorious there, nor at
Sierra Leone itself, than that the principal slave-traders have agents at the
latter place, and at London, to purchase and ship goods, (at Sierra Leone
the very goods sold under condemnation, besides those imported without
molestation under the protection of the British flag,) and do all other things
needful for their interests.

I will now turn to a fact having the same bearing as the preceding, and
which furthermore suggests the question, whether there be any considera-
tions, of a commercial or political nature, that can afford a satisfactory ex-
planation ef the preference given to the island of Cuba as the country from
which to cut off a supply of slaves, and at the same time as the chosen ob-
ject to which specially to direct the morbid enthusiasm now raging in Great
Britain, that renders those, who have suffered themselves to become pos- .
sessed of it, deaf as adders to the yells and the moans arising from the fright-
ful mass of human want, and human depravity, and human wo and an-.

ish, in the midst of which they are rioting in the pains and pleasures of
1maginatic: upon .a distant and unknown object of sympathy, heedless of
ﬂl:e fearful elements of anarchy that are forming and commingling around
them.

The writer in. the Westminster Review above referred to—a truly en-
lightened and ingenuous one, who, in the cause of sobriety and truth, has
not feared to attack the hydra of cant in its very fen—enumerating the
sources from which light might have becn elicited by a - parliamentary in-
vestigation, says: “ From the West-India interest, details might have been
procured, showing the interference of the foreign sluve-trade with their
prosperily.” lere, then, we have an incidéntal recognition of the fact, that,
among the evils incident to thé slave-trade, a scnse of which coustitutes the
basis of the public sentiment adverse lo it, is the injury experienced by Brit-
ish colonial interests, in consequence of the colonies of other nations pos-
sessing a supply of labor from which they have been cut off.
~ Under this aspect of the subject, therefore, to break up the slave-trade from
Africa to Cuba, would be to injurionsly affect, at least in a commercial point
of view, the prosperity of that island ; whilst, to leave the samo slave-trade
free to flow from Africa to Brazil, would be to confer a benefit upon that
portion of our continent. ‘

Now, what has been the apportionment of slave-trade suppression zeal,
vigilance, means, and efficiency, between these two countries? According
to Mr. Fowell Buxton’s recent work, “the most considerable of slave markets
is Brazil ; the annnal.import into which,” he says, “ would be moderately
rated at one hundred thousand.” 'The annual importation into the island
of Cuba is estimated by him at sizly thousand. The mode in which he
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contrives:toirun wp the latter mumbeér so: high; is' ol carious instance of the
impesture:which an'atdént mind; intent:tipon reaching a-patticilar result,”
may practise upon-itself. - He' seizes upon & randoin assertion, made obvi-
ously in a spirit-of great exaggeration, in a despatch from the Havana coms
wiissioner:; and: this assertion, manifestly intended by the writer to apply
only to a particular period, is extended by the commentator over the whole
subject! 1 entertain no doubt whatever,that by rating it at sixty thonsand
‘the:true number is considerably more than trebled ; and thus convinced in
regard: to Cuba, fairncss requires that,in comparing her slave-trade ‘with
that of Brazil, T should suppose an equally preposterous exaggeration to
have occurred in Mr. B.'s estimate concerning the latter. : o .

Deducting two-thirds from each number, the ratio will remain the same ;
20 that, whether we take Mr. Buxton's estimate to be correct, or to be two-
ihirds out of the way, the comparison is unaffected ; the trade to Cubaisto
that of Brazil as six to ten. For every six vessels captured on their way to
Cuba, there oughr, therefore, to bé ten captured on their way to Brazil.
What has been the actual result in this respect? 'The parliamentary pa-
pers on the slave-trade furnish the reply,down to the close of 1838. It will
be there seen, that, of the slavers capturell in the five preceding years, not
quite one-tenth were destined to Brazil, or fitted out from thence! Nor is
this all. The disparity, to be estimated at its full worth as an evidence on
the point under consideration, must be viewed in connexion with the mari-
time features of the two countries, as bearing upon the question of the diffi-
cualty of intercepting communication with them. And what are the rela-
tions in which these two countries commercially stand towards the United
States and Great Britain, respectively? How is the commerce of each
shared between the two rivals? How would the commercial interests of
ench rival be affected by the ¢ prosperity” of the two countries, as depend--
ent upon the activity or the sluggishness of the slave-trade? Commercially
speaking, Cuba is not 1ore a dependency of the United States than Brazil
is of Great Britain. “'The imports,” says McCulloch, speaking of Brazil,
“are chiefly {rom Great Britain, consisting principally of our cotton, linen,
woollen, hardware, and other manufactures, amounting annually to about
£4,000,000,” ($20,000,000.) -And it is but recently that the idea.of stimu-
lating Brazil, as a cotton-growing country, by means of British capital, into
rivalry with the United States, has been relinquished for the plan of accom-
plishing the same end with the free labor of Hindostan. I must not close,
without calling attention to the proof, afforded by variations between this
correspondence, as it really occurred, and as it has been published by and
transmitted from the British Secretary of State, of the necessity of caution
in placing reliance upon the correctness of papers derived from that source.

It will be seen that my reply (now enclosed) to the British commissioners’
last letter, commences with the correction of a mis-statement of fact therein
contained, in regard to the character of a prior communication from them.
This mis-statement would scarcely ‘be worth adverting to here, but for its
being of a piece with, and illustrative of, the disingenuousness of their
whole proeedings, when effect might be thereby produced at home.

On examining the printed copy of that communication, in the parlia-
mentary papers transmitted by Liord Palmerston to our minister at London,
I find in it other traces of the same unscrupulousness, particularly in the
alteration of a passage whici will be sgen to form the ground of remark in
my reply. I therefore now enclose the originals, (enclosures No. 3 and 4,)
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in which: k have-marked: in red ink [italic] the yariations: which appearin
the, printed: copies, * I;will add, .that: these  are not the: only. indications of
the same, process afforded by papers; from Havana published by order.of
Parliament. - .. . T e Lot
LIt will:be seen that, in my reply to the commissioners, I notified to them
my-determination to return, unopened, any communication they might
address to me. - This notification was carried into effect in regard to one,
which was brought to my office on the 6th of September, 1839, and. was:
returned unopened, through the post office, as will appear from the certifi-
cate (enclosure No. b) of a clerk in the counting-house of Messrs. George
Kriig t & Co. he _ : .
.am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, :
y respectin Y N. P. TRIST:

. Hon. Joun ForsyTa,

Secretary of State.

[ Enclosure No. 1.}

Havana, July 1, 1839.

S:r : With reference to.the correspondence we had with you, in January:
lagt; respecting the slave-ship « Venus,” which had about four months pre..
viously sailed from this place, under the flag. of the United States, for the
coast of. Africa, and had returned with a cargo of eight hundred and sixty:
slaves on.hoard, we have now the honor to inform you that we have re.
ceived ‘a despatch from her Britannic Majesty’s principal Secretary of State,:
confirmatory of our assertion that her Majesty’s Government will teel most:
singerely obliged by your furnishing us at any time with any iniormation.
which may, directly or indirectly, enable her Majesty’s Government to en-:
force the-penalties of the law against British subjects who may be concerned:
in promoting the slave-trade, either by furnishing British fabrics or shac-
kles of British manufacture, or otherwise. - :

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State observes, “that the two Governments
having, by the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent, mutually engaged to each.
other ‘to use.their utmost endeavors to promote the entire abolition of the
slave:trade,’ it seems perfectly consistent with the respect which the agents:
of each country must feel for the other country, that they should not only:
themselves act in strict accordance with the spirit of the engagement which
their own Government has contracted, but that they should furnish to the-
agents of the other Government any information which may be calculated:
to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish the.coms.
mon purpose.” C

We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servaats,

J. KENNEDY,
: CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

N. P. TrisT, Bsq,

United States Consul, Havana.
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HAVANA CONSULATE, No. 153 —ENCLOSURE No. 2.
The American Consul to the British Commissioners, July.2, 1839.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Receipt. of the British commissioners’ letter acknowledged; intimation that all corres-

pondence with them is to ceasé with thisreply -. - - - - .
Misstatement of fact corrected - - - - . .. - .
“The intimation from her Britannic Majesty’s principal Secretary of State replied to -

Considered in the light of a pretended acceptance of an offer from the consul; the
imputation of such an offer unwarranted by @ fair construction of hi§ letfer;
fi\m_her d1'easous against the supposition that any such offer could have been

esigned. . T,

“The intimation from her Britannic Majesty’s principal Secretary of State replied to -

Considered in the light of a proposal originating with him; making in its favor
the supposition that a necessity really existed for thus invoking the aid-of the
consul, the compatibility of stch a proposal with the respect due to his count:
would still be'questionable; case in point, afforded by the published corresponll
ence of the British commissioners (Eage 52.) - The supposition just made 15 the
reverse of the truth; the proposal characterized by disrespect to the consul; and
bad faith to the British public and the world (page 52.)

“Proof of the wantonness and ill faith in which the proposal is made - - .

Mr. Fowel]l Buxton’s London-published Statistics of British Fabrics for tlie Slave-
“trade; his distinction between slave-trade and legilimate-trade merchandise for
the African market; its illusoriness (page 54.) S S

In these statistics, no mention made of shackles, the treaty-established distinctive
implement of the slave-trade; inference from the omission (page 55.)

Other proof to the same point - - - - - . <.

Duty imposed by Brazil on British. fabrics imported in transit for the sole use of
slave-traders; protest of the British minister, approved by Lord Palmerston, her
Britannic Majesty's principal Secretary of State. .

Monstrousness of the proposal made to the consul, when viewed in connexion with such

faots, and with the excitement and zealprevailing on the subject i Great Britain -

All proceedings of the British commissioners at Havana of a piece with this mockery -

Review of the proceedings of the present commissioners with regard to the American
consul - - - - - - - - - - L -

His reluctance to engage in the task; its necessity, occasioned by this renewed
effort of theirs to force upon him a part in the game wherein they are palmin
upon their constituents an empty show of counterfeit zeal and efficiency, in trat.
prejudicial to the cause; his refusal to be drawn into that game; principle on
which it rests (page 56;) this_principle peculiarly imperative in the present in-
stance—s0 obviously %o, that their pertinacity cannot be ascribed ‘to-any proper
motive; their motive seen to be entirely selfish and sordid. ) :

"Demonstration of this - - - - - ..

State of things évrevailing at Havana in regard to the slave-trade—denounced by
law, supported by public opinion ; this public sentiment: deriving intensity from
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Page.

the instinct of national independence, aroused by foreign usurpation and insult;
proofs afforded by the published correspondence of the commissioners (page 59;)
true nature of Lhis sentiment; conviction by which it is upheld; the sentiment
adverse to the slave:trdde made inert and prevented {rom developing itself (page
59;) practical operation, as determined by Spanish character, of {his conflict
between law and public opinion’y opeiiness with which the'slave-{rade is carried
on, talked of, and exulted in; hopelessness of legal procecdings z}gninsly it, and

déri§irniwith which they would be'mei (page65.) . "+ - o
Picture of a similur state of things presented in Mr. Buxton’s. recent work - -

His account of the ineflicacy. of slave-trade. suppression laws—in Brazil (page
66)—in the United States; remarks upon this statement (page 66 ;)—in the Mau-
ritius, under British sway (page (7;) remarks upon this Mauritius experience

(page 67.)

These details suffice to convey an idea of the state of things at Havand sufficiently com-
plete for an estimate of the merits of the communications made by the British commis-
sioners to the American consul in January, 1839: their absurdity and disingenuousness
flagrant, even when viewed under a merely geiieral aspect - - - -

Those communications particularly examined - - = . - L.

The first.analyzed; end for which jt is_pofeésedly written; absurd insincerity of

the pretence. ‘{i{espectfl.xl suggestion” to the consul to discharge his supposed

duty on the occasion; flagrant wantonness and calumniousness of tiis sugges-
tion, (page 72,) aggravated by a recent event, known to the judge commissioner,
though not communicated to him (page 74;) reason of the consul’s significant
reserve towards him—the preﬁwsterous pretension of the commission to Interfere:
in the execution of American law; caluinny against the consul, by a former judge
commissioner, in regard ta the alleged transportation of slaves to Texas; " x'lesc it
process, under British law, for kidnapping Hindoos into contracts which'they do
Jot understand, and transporting.them, as bondsmen, to remote British’cofonies
ﬁgage 76;) event alluded to—seizure of a slaver in the port of Havana! evidénce
thereby afforded of the consul’s disposition (page 77;) cﬁ)siug flourish of the com-
missioners’ letter (page 78.) ) t

“The commissioners’ second letter examined - - - - - .

Expectation that this letter might possibly contain something of use towards the
Judicial establishment of the offences, the “report” concerning which had been
communicated by their first letter; disappointment of this expectation; distinc-
tion between notorious facts and facts whereof judicial proofs may be obtained;
illustrations afforded by recent British experience—tie Mauritius, the working
classes of Ireland and Great Britain (page 79.) Examination of the commis-
sioners’ lejfer resumed (page 83;) inanity of their reply to the consul's specific
request for information; ground for conjecture affurded by the manner in which
that reply is framed, and perplexity thereby occasioned; motive for reserve on
their part-~danger of divulging their sources of information; illustration afforded
by recent judicial proceedings in Scotland (pages 82 to 85.) Reproachful sug-
gestion fu the consul of the course he ought to have pursued; ihat suggestion
examired, and its absurdity demonstrated (page 85.) Further contents of the,

letter examined: specification of three points, in regard-to which information.

might have been elicited by the course suggested; ils futility, sceing that the
means suggested were not practicable (page 40.) : N .

Closing paragraph of the letter examined - - - . - - .

Promise held out by the manner in which it begins; this expectation disappointed;’
- pretension to interferc in the execation of American law reiterated ; limitation
under which this pretension is now advanced—it is to be carried no further than
the comntissioners’ “ anxiety to put an end to all such nefarious infringements of
the rights of humanity;” satisfactoriness of this limitation, in a practical point of
view, could }ts”observance be secured; sincerity of that anxiety; picture-of the
factory child” (page 93;) all acquiescence in this prelension forbidden by prin-
ciple; defiance with which it is mel (page 95.) :

Concluding sentence of this paragraph examined - . - -

Its illogical structure, and (he’ indirectness of purpose thereby betrayed
logic X ; S ; calumn
- which it embodies upon the United States; involves two assirtions{ ﬁr’st, that thg
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- . Page..
laws of the United States against the ‘slave-trade are a dead letter ; seeond, that °
they are a mere profession ; the first examined, (p. 97;) the second examined,
(p. 98.) Imperfect exccution of a law.considered as evidence of insin€erity on
‘he part of the Government enacting it; fallaciousness of such a test. :‘Hlustra-
tions: the Mauritius case, (p. 99;) the illegal operation of' the sub-government
established for themselves by the working classes'of Great Britain, as depicted by
the Edinburgh Review (pp. 99 to 110.) Admitting the test to be a jsound one,
still it would not avail to support the slander upon. the United States, when
viewed under the flood of light atforded by history upen the subject of the slave-
trade; sketelrof this chapter of Anglo-American history, contrasted with that of
the mother country ; McCulloch’s Dictionary of Commerce ; Edinburgh Review’s
slander upon Madison. Liberia; object of that colony; necessity tor it; as colo-
nies, as a condition to emancipation; conviction ot the American mind on the
subject ; Jefferson, in 1778 and in 1821; picture of Liberia, from Mr, Buxton’s
worl; horror of Mr. Madison’s slaves for Liberia; proofs afforded by it of their
deplorable condition in America, (pp. 110 to 114.)  MecCulloch’s historical coin-
cidence between British and Aumerican legislation on the slave-trade; how it
happened; royal contract between their Majesties of Great Britain and Spain,.
for supplying slaves to the island of Cuba; Anthony Benezet, detestation for the
institution planted by him in the American bosom; A. D. 1774, slave-trade in
Jefferson’s proposed address to the King of Great érilain, on the grievances of”
British America; A. D. 1776, same subject in the draught of the Declaration of”
Independence; A. D. 1778, nearly ten years before Wilberforce's twenty years”
struggle began, law of Virginia against the slave-trade; A, D. 1787, signalized
by the beginning of Wilberforee’s twenty years’ labor, also by the formation of”
the Union of the United States of America; institution of slavery in five of the
States; temptation presented by their condition to continue the slave-trade; renun-
ciation of S\e right to do so; cause of its being made prospective; sentiment of
Virginia—ot North Carolina, (pp. 110 to 116.? Restriction upon the power of”
the General Government in regard to the slave-trade; limitation therefo, the
cause of the coincidence seized upon by McCulloch to glorify his country, by dis-
torting history, (p. 116;) powets of Congress under that restriction as uiilimited,.
except in that one point, as those of the British Parliament; mode in which those
powers have been exercised by Congress, and carried into effect by the courts ot
the United States; the Spanish colonies thrown open.to the importation of slaves
in foreign vessels; temnptation to the navigating interest of the United States to
ut in for a share of the golden profits reaping by that of Great Britain; it proves
neffectual; contrast between the coutse of legislation in‘the two countries; act of
March 22, 1794; judicial construction thereof; the subsequent course of the
Government in keeping with this first step; it bears the impress of the sincerity
-and directness of purpose to be expected in the legislation of'a country possessing-
institutions and a body of political doctrines such as exist in the United States,
(pp. 116 to 124.)

The commissioner’s third and last letter examined - - - - - - 124

Extract therein given from the *despatch from her Britannic Majesty’s principal
Secretary of State;” its purport, judging from the use made of it by the commis-
sioner; its purport, judged of by its own terms; seems to be intended as a vindi-
cation of the respectfulness, not (as would appear from the comumissioners’ use of”
it) of the present‘})roposal, but of the course previously pursued by them; this
vindication placed upon the ground that “ it seems perfectly consistent with the
respect which the- agents of each country must- feel for the other country, that
they should furnish to the agents of the other Government any information which
may be calculated to enable that other Government more effectually to accom-
plish the common purposc;” and this general proposition made to rest upon the
stipulation in the treaty of Ghent, whereby, in regard to the “total aholition of the
slave-trade,” it was “agreed that both the contracting parties shall use their best
endeavors to accomplish so desirable an end,” (p. 124.) This argument éxam-
ined; legitimate operation of the stipulation, according to the fundamental princi-
ples of national independence; does not confer any right on either party to inter-
tere with the other in her measures (or accomplishing the cotmon end; qualifi-
cation of this proposition; right which it does confer; precise nature of the
vbligation npon the’ pariies, respectively; not identical upon both; its limits
depend partly on considerations common to all civilized Governments, partly on
considerativns proper o the individual State, the fundamental prineiples of its
Government, ils power and ability; illnstration=; right really conferred by the
stipulation, ot that assumed by the British Secretary of State, (pp. 124 to 123.)

Admiiting the Secretary’s proposition lo be incontrovertible, it does not afford any
justification of the course puisued by the comunissioners; a communication from
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them, to come within the definition contained in that proposition, must be essen-
tinlly different, in substance and in spirit, from those made to the consul ; spirit
of thoze communications, and design in which they were made, manifest upon
" their face, and from the relation in which they stood; mot to * furnish informa-
tion,” but, first, to get up, for stage effect in Great Britain, hollow exhibitions of
zeal and efficiency; secondly, to punish the United States, by insulting and ca-
lumnious imputations, for their obstinate refusal to put their ships and citizens
under pupilage to the British navy, as grand high constable of the seas; and,
thirdly, to break down that stubbornness, and extort a concession of the right
of search. European ignorance of American character betrayed by such an ex-
tation; American sentiment of national independence; its strength and dis-
tinctness contrasted with any thmidd the same kind that can prevail under
European Governments; President Madison's peace-address at the close of the
last war; recent naval outrage at Rio de Janeiro; inc;gacity of the American
people to put up with any thing of the sort, (pp. 128 to 132.)

Opinion expressed by the consul concerning the belief entertained by the people of Cuba,
in regard to' the motives of the British Government in its action upon the slave-trade -

Misconception to which this opinion and the general tone of his remarks might
subject him ; considerations which prompt to an expression of his own viewsand
senliments; graund for ap%rehendmg an unfortunate revulsion of sentiment on
the subject; course of -the British Government ; motives to it, (p. 133.) ' Slavery
and the slave-trade ; .the writer’s convictions on the subject; dangerous tendenc
of the preposterous exaggerations prevalent in regard to the sufferings immedi-
ately attending the slave-trade; although the fruit, thus far, of British interference
has been greatly to aggravate that suffering, it yet falls far short of the current
pictures on the subject, and the truth in regard thereto is a dangerous truth to
those whose enmity to the traffic rests upon a belief in their fidelity; the writer’s
expérience upon this point; his early impressions; his present belief; the slave-
trade, considered merely in itself, a benefit to its supposed victims; one of the
causes of a contrary belief; this effect of personal observation nut confined to the
writer; instance of an eminent Boston divine, (pp. 134 to 136.) The American
objection to the slave-trade the only secure ground for a sentiment against it;
consists in the inherent nature of slavery, (p. 136.) True objection to the insti-
tutjon inquired into; crudeness of European notions on the subject; Miss Mar-
tinean versus Jefferson ; the Edinburgh Review’s inability to guess at the mean-
ing of the American word * amalgamationist;” that meaning explained ; in it is’
condensed the entire creed of America upon the subject—that creed which will
govern her course; importance that it be understood by European zealots; facil-
ity with which a candid mind may be awakened to it; its force can be fully
comprehended only by those born and bred amidst blacks. The true objection to
slavery is one that does not apply to society in all its stages; the oppression and
cruelty ascribed to the institution, as its necessary fruits, to a great extent imagi-
nary; superiority of the condition of the slave in America, to that of the poorer
classes in Great Britain and Ireland; state of feeling between the slave and his
master better than that existing at this day, according to Miss Martineau, between
the * employer” and the “employed” in Great Britain; true objection to the insti-
tution; this objection, as yet, applies to no country but the United States; pros-

ctively it applies to others; it constitutes the true objection to the slave-trade,
pp. 137 to 143.)

Undiplomatic style of this reply; its cause: the indecent pertinacity of the commis-
sioners in their unwarrantable pretension - - - - - -
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ConsvLATE OoF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, July 2, 1839.

Sirs: I was honored last evening with your letter of that date, and now
engage in the reply which is to close the correspondence between us.

You inform me ¢that we have received a despatch from her Britannic
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State, confirmatory of our assertion, that
her Majesty’s Governmeni will feel most sincerely obliged by your furnish-
ing us at any time with any information which may directly or indirectly
enable her Majesty’s Government to enforce the- penalties of the law against
British subjects who may be coucerned in promoting the slave-trade, either
by furnishing British fabrics, or shackles of British manufacture, or other-
wise.”

Surprised that such an ¢ assertion” on your part could at the time have
escaped my notice—and this so entirely, that, even when reasserted, my ef-
fort at recollection in regard to it was baffled—I have turned to your last
communication, wherein alone it could be contained. Its reperusal has dis-
pelled the distrust thus awakened in my own attention and memory, by
lodging the error with yours. Not only is this ¢ assertion” not there, but
no intimation of*the kind; not a word on the subject can I find.

Relieved at this certitude that I am not chargeable with the remissness
into which your error led me to suppose that I must have fallen, I proceed
to respond now to this intimation, as I should have deemed it incumbent
upon me to do then, had it been then conveyed.

In the first place, then, as the mode of conveying it gives it the air of an
acceptance of a proffer from me, I must begin by correcting a misconstruc-
tion of my letter, whereat I cannot but experience some surprise. Seeing
that its entire scope was so pointedly opposed to an interpretation of the
kind, it does seem strange that any thing contained therein.should have
been construed into a proffer of my services to “ her Majesty’s Government,”
in the honorable capacity of informer general against British manufactur-
ers, merchants, and mariners, to the end that they may be visited with the
penalties of British law.

The letter in question does, it is true, contain the words ¢ if requested to
do so, he would doubtless cheerfully comply;” and these words refer to the
supposed “ American officer” previously spoken of as one who, although he
might have acquired, in regard to British fabrics for the slave-trade, and to
British laws on the subject of such supplies, a knowledge so complete as to
enable him to specify every infraction of those laws, and to designate every
individual concerned therein, would nevertheless be deterred by the silent
force of the general sentiment of his country in regard to the principle that
it exclusively belongs to every nation to execute, no less than to enact, its
own laws, from ever dreaming to “wvolunteer” an official communication
¢ on the subject to any functionary of Great Britain,” or ¢ to assume to take
part in the administration of those laws.” These words do certainly occur
in my letter. So far, therefore, as it is consistent with sound logic to infer
a writer’s state of mind, disposition, and intention upon a particular point,
from the mere correlation of two or three sentences, or parts of sentences,
discarding all else contained in his discourse, so far may the imputation to
me of this proffer be deemed logically and morally justifiable. He, how-
ever, whose logic is so stubborn as to refuse itself to this convenient process
of elimination, and who consequently finds himself under the troublesome
necessity to take f?ts as they are, and to keep their parts together, however
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much some of them may incommode him, will scarcely require a second
perusal of even this particular part of my letter, to satisfy him that the sen-
ténce in question, friendly though it be, does not warrant so heavy a draught
upon' the good nature with which .it is pregnant, as this acceptance of its
readiness o answer such calls wounld imply. He will see the true measure
of the obligingness which it holds out, as determined by the general tone
and views that perviie the letter in regard to the principle. involved, and
as illustrated by the particular request addressed to you, which immediately
follows in the same sentence—to extend no further than a readiness to lend
my aid, so far as the communication of facts might go, when called for by
the British authorities in regard to any particular case of the .violation of
those laws of their own country which it is their proper business to protect
against infringement. - To this extent, I deem it the duty of every man, as
a citizen of the world, to evince his interest in the maintenance of law,
whether in his own particular country or in another. A murder, for ‘in.
stance, committed upon British soil, or under the British flag upon the high
seas, and proofs in regard to which might chance to come to my knowledge,
I should, although myself not within British' jurisdiction, deem it my duty
to” bear witness to if called upon, and even to volunteer the information,
if the circumstances were so extraordinaryas to afford a ground for the
presumption that information from me might be of avail to the appropriate
‘guardians of British law. So,in regard to infractions of other laws : for in-
stance, infractions by British subjects of British laws against the slave-trade.
My recognition of this duty is restricted, however, to such laws as I may ap-
prove, because, from many causes—but above all, that radical and widely
operating one, the detestable structure of governments—there is no foreign
country whose laws, so far from yielding to them an undiscriminating re.
spect in this particular, I would, while exempt from the duty arising from
being in the country, hesitate to do all in my power to screen a fellow-man
from the penalty of : in many cases, for instance, which might arise under
the British law of treason, of libel, the corn.laws, and others.

Forbidden as this construction so manifestly is, by the whole tone and
drift of my letter, it scems particularly surprising that it should be hitched,
as it is in your present letter, to this particular part of mine—to those
shackles and other articles for the slave-trade, the far greater part of which
comes (so at-least says Havana rumor or notoriety) from- England; of
which shackles, and other articles, mention was made by me for the very
reason that the facts connected with them afforded the most forcible illus-
tration of the power of that principle, which -the proffer construed by you,
from my letter, is irreconcilably at war with. They were adverted . to by
me for the special purpose of illustration, in respect to American notions
concerning the scrupulous regard for the principle of NATIONAL INDEPEN-
‘DENCE, which, among us, is held to be the first of all international duties;
not less from the habitual reverence arising from our deep conviction of its
vital importance to the whole human family, as a general rule for the con-
duct of its members towards each other, than from the innate sent‘ment,
springing from our knowledge of ourselves, that -its punctual obser: ance
towards us is a condition absolutely indispensable to the maintenance of
‘that peace, upon which the best hopes of humanity depend, and to which
we are so pre-eminently inclined, through the force of those institutions, to
whose results our brother-man in the old world is indebted for the demon-
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stration which now cheers him --that the objects to which peace is impor-
tant as a means of attainment, r*2 objects worth caring for.

But it was not this principle wlone that forbade the offer which has thus
been imputed to me. Had no such preventive existed, the idea of making
it would still have been altogether foreign from my thoughts; and had it
accidentally been suggested, it could have been considered only to be dis-
missed as a proposal fraught with insult to yourselves, no less than your
Government; by venturing to approach you with which, any officer of the
American Government would richly earn the sharpest rebuke you could
send, and could not fail to receive the severest reproof from those to whom
Iam amenable. On the one hand, the immense energies of the British
people, devoted by the government under whose control those energies are
to the extirpation of the slave-trade in any and every part of the world ;
its zeal so ardeant as to spurn at all obstacles, not even excepting that “ na-
tional independence,” the sacred inviolability of which her statesmen and
philosophers are so anxious to guard, that scarcely a speech is uttered, or
an Edinburgh or a Quarterly Review printed, that does not abound in the
most impressive adjurations in regard thereto; overleaping all bounds, and
passing from the narrow sphere of action appropriate to it, to fill all space,
and “vindicate the rights of humanity,” wherever outraged in this particu-
lar; with numberless agents of all grades, civil and military, posted for this
one object in all quarters of the globe ; at this spot, a consul who-must be
known to his Governmeunt, as he is here, to be a man of high character, su-
perior talent, great industry, and eminent effectiveness as a man of business
and of the world; and, besides this officer, a numerous and costly estab-
lishment of commissioners, and their adjunects, civil and military, stationed
‘here for the one and only purpose of justifying the selection made of them
by their devotion, body and soul, to the duties of the service in which they
are enlisted! This is the picture on the one hand. On the other, one
officer of the United States, burdened with the duties of the consular office
in regard to upwards of one-half of thie navigation resorting to this port,
and contending single-handed with all the cares attending such a charge !
With these two pictures befare our eyes, and considering the contrast which
they present in the one particular of command of time alone, could a greater
impertinence be conceived on the part of the American consul? could he
possibly be guilty of greater presumption, of a more indecent reflection upon
the fitness, intellectual or moral, of all these agents ; and not of them alone,
hut of the agents at home to whom 'they owe their employ, than such a
profier of his services to do their work 7—and this, too, in regard to the
particular which, from the very nature of things, must, more than any other,
be subject to their sure means of cognisance and control?

These remarks will indicate in what light the subject will present itself
to me, if, instead of the aspect under which it has just been considered,
(given to it by the error into which you have fallen,) it be viewed under
that of a proposal originating with your Government, that I should engage
in the office of denouncer or informer against the residents of Manchester
and Glasgow, Sheffield and Birmingham, who may engage in the weaving
and forging of fabrics and shackles, and the residents of Havana, who may
receive them for sale.

Correspondent to, if not identical with, the reasons which existed to pre-
ventsuch a proffer from me, are the objections to my accepting the employ-
ment when tendered ; and if, in regard to the latter point, the principle_and
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the considerations brought into view with respect to the former do. not ap-
ply with . precisely the same force, in exactly in the same direction, those
_considerations have here new bearings, upon which 1 cannot but remark.
- Supposing a necessity really to exist for invoking aid to the official ma-
chinery now in operation here under the control of the British Government,
it might still be questioned whether ‘a proposal to an otficer of that of the
United States, to furnish such succor in the capacity of an informer, can
‘be regarded as “ perfectly consistent with the respect which the agents of”
one sovereign ought to deport themselves with towards that of another.
This, indeed, strikes me as so very questionable, that it is only by ascribing
the act to the ardent zeal which burns on' the subject, that it appears to me
reconcileable with a disposition such as I believe, and very sincerely rejoice.
in believing, to be truly reciprocated towards my country by your Govern-
‘ment, and, what is far better still, by the people. - T v
. 'This impression, with regard to the character of such a proposal, derives
1o little strength from the recollection of the view taken by your predeces-
sors in office, on the occasion of an incident that arrested my attention on
looking over, a year or two since, one of those collections of slave-trade
documents, by the publication of which the. British Government afford to
all, who feel curiosity on the subject, materials for acquiring a definite idea
of the nature of the occupation afforded to, and the results effected by, those
‘costly establishments ; whereby, if * operative” inconvenience from taxation
be augmented in a but insensible degree, the same may, perhaps, not with
truth be affirmed in regard to the convenience and effectiveness of minis-
terial patronage. 'The incident referred to occurred in a correspondence
-between - your egredeces"sors and the Captain General, brought on by their
being compelled by their sense of duty to “acquaint” him with a certain
«report” in relation to the slave-trade between Cuba and Texas. Of the
‘'specific allegations embraced in this report, one was, ¢ that several car
have recently left this island.” .In the report to their Government of their
‘doings on this subject, they state that their * information™ was “ obtained”
through so authentic a channel, that they gave to it ke fullest credence.
The communication to the Captain General being referred by his excel-
lency to one of his official law advisers, (as, by the constitution of this Gov-
ernment, it was indispensable it should be before he could take any action
‘upon it;) the opinion and advice given was, that, in order to obtain, in rela:
tion to this subject, such tangible matter as was legally iudispensable, asa
basis to any exercise of the authority vested in the Captain General to see
the laws faithfully executed, his excellency should request of the British com-:
missioners to. “ acquaint” him with certain particulars : such as the names
of the persons, or of the vessels referred to—in what part of the island the
occurrences had taken place. - The letter, conveying this apparently very
‘natural request, is replied to by one made up chiefly of matter responsive
‘to matter non-existent in the letter replied to ; and the request itself is re-
-sponded to by—it is no part of the duty of his Britannic Majesty’s commis-
sioners to bring before, or prosecute in, Spanish courts of justice, delinquents
against Spanish laws;” to which is added a vindication of the step taken by
them in making him “acquainted” with the “report;” which vindication
consists of the conclusive proposition, that « it would be highly culpable in
them, were they to neglect any opportunity so to act !” AR
- In their report to the Secretary of State, this request is treated very dis-
dainfully, as “the atfempt to impose, if possible, upon the commissioners
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the edium of public accusers.” 'They add, too, that this ¢ would not only
be totally incompatible” with “ their judicial capacity,” (the incompatibility
of what was proposed to them with their judicial capacity would be of diffi-
cult demonstration,) “but coutrary to the instructions of his Majesty’s Gov-
ernment upon this head.” .

How fa- the proposal now made, spontaneously, and without just provo-
cation on his part, to the consul of the United States, bears resemblance to
the ¢ attempt,” which, being made as an apparently natural consequence
of their own proffer of service, was, nevertheless, deemed highly derogatory
to the dignity of the British commissioners, and a compliance with which
was forbidden by “the instructions” to officers existing for the sole purpose
of devoting themselves to the extirpation of the slave-trade ;—to what extent
this present proposal possesses the obnoxious properites of that ‘¢attempt,”
it would, perhaps, prove a not easy matter to measure.

1 began by cousidering the question under the favorable supposition that
a necessity really existed for invoking my aid. But when this supposition
is inadmissible; when the reality corresponds with the picture sketched
above; when the facts of the case show that, so far as hinman instruments
and appliances can be relied upon for any object to be here effected in re-:
lativn to the slave trade, the’ people of Great Britain are paying for what
strikes every beholder who bestows a moment’s thought upon what is pass-
ing before him as a most wasteful superfluity ;—when such is the truth of
the muatter, the only interpretation which the invocation seems to be sus-
ceptible of, is (with respect to those, at least, from whom it immediately
proceeds) one that appears as little reconcileable with respect towards the
foreign officer appealed to, as with candor, sincerity, and good faith towards
their constituents and the world.

In such ligh: does my poor judgment compel me to view this proposal
as coming from vou ; and, in the spirit of frankness, which is due to every
matter connecied with the relations between the two nations, whose natu-
ral intimacy and good fellowship, while they afford demonstration of their
own importance, involve, likewise, some elements of peril to their continu-
ance, I feel bound to tell you so. My belief has, for some time past, been,
that if our two nations ure destined to become involved .soon in a quarrel,
the cause will be found in this subject; and its opportunity to become
effective will be owing eutirely to “the mother and the daughter,” instead
of coming to a clear, distinct, and positive understanding in regard to the
matter, on the first symptom of motherly interference, or rather interference
of the mother’s servants having allowed themselves to become involved in
entanglements presenting some Gordian knot that will defy all cunning
but that of the sword-edge. If this calamity should befull, no part of the
blame shall rest upon my shoulders.

In this spirit, then—the spirit of sincerest cordiality towards the people
in whose name you act, and the most heartfelt wish that peace between us
nay be eternal, and our friendship ever waxing stronger—I speak my mind
to you. I tell you that your proposal meets no sympathy in my bosom ;
that 1 consider it essentially disrespectful to my nation, and essentially
wanting in good faith towards your own: a proposal, regarding which
circumstances coustrain me to believe that yqu were fully aware that it
would not be acceded to, and that, if acceded to, still no useful result could
by any possibility follow therefrom: that, therefore, it was not made in ear-
nest ; and that, if it were in the honestest earnest, still it would amount to nei-
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ther more nor less than that I should take a part in that ringing of the
changes upon “rights of humanity,” “nefarious traffic,” and those other
worn-out, though still right profitably popular catches, with which every
observer of what has heen going on here for years, whose. stomach is not
so strong as to be proof agaiust the powers of tartarized antimony, has long
been sick, even unto nausea. ’

As a farce, it might be laughed at, (which, indeed, it is here, by all whose
characters possess sufficient levity,) if, as « mockery—as an obscene dese-
cration of a holy thing—it did not kindle indiguation in every bosown where
dwells any vestige of that love of truth whicli can alone dispute dominion
with the father of lies.

« It is” says Mr. Fowell Buxton—one of those of your countrymen
whose anti sluveryism is as distinguishabie from that of another class, em-
bracing men of both high and low degree, as virgin gold is distingunishable
from stinking pinchbeck——“ It is superfluous to quote authority for the facts
just enumeraled, as they are notorious to commercial men.” 'T'his, ina
work but a few months ago published in Albemarle street ; which, althongh
it exhibits, in the readivess with which evidence is admitted, and in the
hasty estimatc made of its force, symptoms of the well-known bias of the
suthor’s miud, vet bears everywhere that impress of sincerity and honest
conviction which, to a cool eye, if not to the heated optics of a brain-bub-
bling fanatic, it is so diflicult for any false-coiner to connterfeit.

And what are these ¢facts,” which, in Great Britain—in the heart of
England ; at the very centre whence all these costly seekers of-—¢ infor-
mation” (!) are despatched—are so “notorious to commercial men,” that,
from the Albemarle-sireet press, itis proclaimed to be “ superfluous to quote
authority” in regard to them? What are they? Why, regular statistics—
« gscertained’—founded upon ¢ refurns,” aboui the ¢ correctness” of which,
and the completeness of which, (in regard, at least, to the “ entire quantity
of cotton goods manufactured in Lancashire,”) there can be no doubt. And
to what subject do these uscertained statistics relate? To « the amount of
goods prepared for the slave-trade, (and absolutely inapplicable to any other
purpose except the slave trade,) manufactured in this conntry !”

Among these facts are the following: "I*hat the merchandise chiefly, if
not exclusively, given in exchange for slaves, consists of cowries, Brazilian
tobacco in rolls, spirits, and Manchester piece-goods ; in the proportions of
about one-third cowries, one-third tobacco and spirits, and one third Man-
chester cotton goods. That the value of Manchester goods manufactured
in 1836, exclusively ¢ for the African legitimate-trade,” is £150,000—say
$750,000. (There is no definition given of the boundary which separates
the goods prepared for the ¢ legitimate,” from goods prepared for the i
legitimate,” African trade. A moment’s reflection must sutisfy any mind
that the task of tracing it must present difliculties not less than those
which inhere in that of reducing to perfect distinctness the territories of
Maine and of New Brunswick. Aud if this be true in regard to the mere
tracing of such a line, what must the task be of maintaining it! Gocds
« manufactured exclusively for the African legitimate trade " Does there,
or does there not, lurk here a wretched self' delusion? How long do the
goods remain under the control of the «legitimate” traders? luto whose
hands is that control to pass? For whose wse and purposes is it that they
are destined ? Is it for the use and the purposes of the people, amoug oue
of the “more polished, and dignified, and orderly” tribes of which, accovd-
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ing to recent British authority, (Encyclepedia of Geography, by Hugh
Murray, &c., &e., &c.,) “there are two annual customns, as they are called,
in which the king and chief men seek to prepitiate the manes of their an-
cestors by a crowd of victims ;" on which two annual occasions, foreigners
“are selected in preference; but, as each secks to multiply the number, un-
protected persons cannot walk the streets without the hazard of being seized
and immolated.” « At the death of any of the royal family, victims must
bleed in thousunds ; and the same is the case when the king seeks from the
powers above favorable omens.” ¢ 'The legal allowance of wives for the
king is upwards of three thousand, selected from the faivest damsels in his
dominions ;’ who, “on any capricious disgust,” are “often put to death.”
And “so natural did the king consider the slave-trade, that he could with
difficulty be dissuaded from sending fifty boys, and as many girls, as a pres-
ent to the King of England!” s it for the use and the purposes of the
people who, Mr. Buxton tells us, ¢ worship the shark and the snake, and
whose prince imagines the agency of an evil spirit in the loadstone ;”
among whom ¢the parent, debased and brutalized as he is, barters his
child 1" 1s this the people to whom these ¢ legitimate-trade” goods ure bar-
teted ? If so, how far, in space or in time, must they travel before they be-
come susceptible of being used to multiply those cases where the tempted
parent « barters his child?” ‘I'o resume the facts : That the value of goods
manufactured in Lancashire, “adapted ondy to the slave-trade,” is £250,000—
say £1,250,000.  "That goods suited to the slave-trade alone are manufac-
tured not in Laucashire only, but at Glasgow likewise. 'T'hat, besides
loom fabrics, “ammuunition and fire-arms to a large amount, and, like the
goods, of a quality only fit for the slave-trade, are sent from this country to
Africa.  The anunal amount of such exports is stated in the official tables
(No. 6, of 1836, "Lables of Revenue, &e., published by authority of Parlia-
ent) to be £137,698,” say $638,490.

These are some of the facts. Among the British manufactures therein
particnlarized, I see not those shackles which have been fixed upon as the
sure characteristic whereby a vessel may be infallibly assigned to the slave-
troding class; casks of which, (rolling through the custom-house here,
without attracting any more notice from any one; save myself, than if they
had been so many boxes of ““ negro heads,”) have elicited an inquiry, which,
by the ofliccr passing them, was evidently deeined as decisive an indication
of my want of familiarity with the products of British Vulean-industry, as
a similar inquiry coucerning negro-head cheeses would have been of ignor-
ance in regard to the handicraft of Dateh dairy-maids. This omission in
the commercial statistics of Mr. Buxton’s work, of an article so important
and so striking as shackles, cannot but be deemed evidentiary of great care-
lessness on his part, in making use of the materials which he had at hand ;
seeing that the sleepless vigilance, untiring zeal, indefatigable industry, and
emiuent ability, which the correspondence of liis Britannic Majesty’s com-
missioners, so far as it has come under my eye, proves that this place has
been the thentre of, forbid the supposition, not only that their communi-
cations contain no information on a matter which is too entirely undis-
guised here to merit the epithet notorious ; but that they have left any par-
ticle of such information to be desired, which human endeavor and human
skill could accoruplish the fishing up of.

Nor do the foregoing details upon this point exhaust the store supplied
by purlinmentary papers; they constitute but a specimen of the monstrous
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multitude of indecent facts, in the presence of which this kindred proposal
comes forth; and which, while they serve to keep its effrontery in counte-
nance, make it, as a mockery, but the more flagrant. At the very same
pericd—the same month of the same year—when your predecessors, avail-
Ing themselves of evasions of American law committed by American ves-
sels, as a convenient pretext for getting up a fresh display of philanthropic
zeal, were opening against the slave-trade a new fire of ¢ dens of infamy,”
“ inhuman traffic,” and all the other projectiles belonging to that peculiarly
costly and efficient ordnance, for both the supply and the use of which
you are at present the contractors; and were engaged in the further task of
informing the American consul that it would be ‘¢ the painful duty” of his
Britannic Majesty’s commissioners “ to report to his Majesty’s Government”
these evasions of American law by American vessels ! —at this same period,
(the month of October, 1836,) another slave-trade scene was being enacted ;
or, as you would perhaps prefer it, was enacting, at Rio de Janeiro.
According to Mr. Fowell Buxton, “the most considerable of slave-mar-
kets” is Brazil, the capital of which is Rio de Janeiro. According to the
same authority, the number of African slaves ¢ brought annually into these
five Brazilian ports would be moderately rated at 100,000—one hundred
thousand.” From these two statements, showing the comparative rank of
Brazil as a slave-market, and the ¢ real amount” of slaves annually import-
ed, it may be fairly conjectured that, of the amount of British merchandise
manufactured ezpressly for, and adapted solely (to, the illegitimate « Afri-
can trade,” (i. e., the slave-trade,) the portion which finds its way to Brazil is
probably not altogether insignificant. Regarding that other amount of Bril-
ish preducts, which is ¢ manwufactured exclusively for (but which Mr, Bux-
ton does not appear to have it in his power to assure usis also adapted ex-
clusively fo) the African legitimate trade,” materials for a like conjeeture
do not seem to be afforded by the work in question. From our general
knowledge of the commercial wants and supplies of the two countries, re-
spectively, it may be deemed probable that there are not very many arti-
cles supplied by «“the African legitimate trade,” whereof Brazil is in want;
and were these articles ever so numerous, it may, without any great hazard,
be presumed that, in the teeth of the rivalry of “ legitimate African traders,”
direct from the mouth of the Thames, she could not well afford to pay for
them in British manufactures, seasoned by twice crossing the line in the
course of their to and fro across the Atlantic. The conclusion to which
every consideration snggested by the subject concurs to point, is, that, of all
English goods, suitable for the African market, which find their way to
Brazil, and are there entered, not for consumption, but in transitu, a small
portion only, if any, can be presumed to be not intended for the slave trade.
So it-appears to have seemed to the Government of Brazil. In its ignor-
ance of the laws of commerce, it appears also to have entertained the stupid
notion, that, to enhance the cost of these goods to the slave-trader, would be
to present a hindrance to his traffic. It might prove insufficient, and even
altogether transitory ; since similar goods, or goods answering the same
purpose, might be supplied by some other country, at ahout the same price.
Still it must necessarily be felt. So far as its efficacy might go, and so far
as this might last, it would hinder the traffic; and, at any rate, if the result
should be only to substitute other foreign goods for those in present use, at
least would the products of British industry be rescued from the prostitution
to which they were now condemned. Governed by such stupid notions,
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or at least with the avowed design to fulfil its duty by doing something
which ruight “operate as an indirect discouragement of that traffic in
slaves” which baffled its direct efforts at suppression, the Brazilian Govern-
ment passed, on the 26th of October, 1836, a law imposing a duty of 15 per
cent. upon “ all English goods suitable for the African market, which might
arrive in transitu at any of the ports of Brazil.’

This duty was formally protested against by the British diplomatic repre-
rentative at Rio, “as opposed to the spirit of the compact between Great
Britain and Brazil, and Aighly injuricus to the interests of British com-
merce I And this step on his part was approved by his Britannic Majesty’s
principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs!!

And it is with an overpowering array of effulgent facts like these, flaring,
like an Havana nood tide sun, in the face of all Christendom, that, upon a
subject whereon the people of England have been brought to a state of mind
bordering on that of phrensy, which, as it prevailed among our common an-
cestors in regard to the Holy Sepulchre, is now an object of special school-
boy wonder to us, so long as we have notadvanced fur enough in the great
volume of history to ¢ wonder at nothing”—which man can do; a subject
which, througheut England, Scotland, and Ireland, affords at this day, at
once the favorite field for enthusiasm to gambol in, and the most profitable
one for hypocrisy to vend those cunningly compounded cakes and cordials,
whereof the raw material is so cheap. It is with this store of facts already
collected —with these means and opportunities for exploring every region
and diving into every depth where the promise of a fact may be—with the
double certainty thus afforded by a legion of enthusiasts, attended by an
army of sutlers, that, of all these means and opportunities, not one will re-
main unimproved—-that the single-handed, toil-worn American consul at
Havana has it gravely proposed to him to engage in the task of collecting
information, in order that the British Government may be “ enabled I’ to
accomplish the conviction of ¢ British subjects who Mmay BE concerned in
promoting the slave-trade, by FurNi1sHING BRITISH FABRICS IV

Of a piece with this mockery, is every one of the steps to which, in the
height of that infatuation naturally and inseparably attached to such a ca-
reer, you have been tempted by the illusive hope that the American consul
would be found ready to take a part in *your game of deception ; or, if he
prove reftactory, could, by tricks of stalest diplomacy, be entangled ifto
giving it a reluctant co-operation. Of a piece with it, is every single step
on the part of your commission, that has ever come under my notice, as laid
down in such parts of the chart  of its conrse as your Government have
seen proper to publish to the world, or as constituting here the subject of
local talk and criticisin.

"Those regarding myself T will now pass under review. The task is so
irksome a one, and interferes so much with the pressing engagements from
which [ am never free, that these causes contributed in no slight degree
to my determination, in January last, to allow your letter of the 10th of
that month to remain unnoticed, although I was not unaware of the accu-
mulation of iuconvenience that might ultimately prove the consequence
of my leaving undisturbed the self complacency of which it bore such
flourishing manifestations. 'This possibility has become realized. My
selfindulgence on that occasion is rewarded by its natural fruit, in the
shape of the same task which ought then to have been performed, magni-
fied at an unconscionably usurious rate. Your perseverance in these
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wanton displays of strategic skill is crowned with success—in one respect,
at least. 1 confess muyself forced one move from that position of inaction
with regard to you, which was the dictate alike of duty and of inclination.
Thus compelled, I will still struggle for free agency, 'so far as regards the
nature of the part which I am to act. It shall not be that of your selection,
but of my own. It shall consist of a renewed effort to accomplish the end
at which my former endeavors have so ineffectually aimed—to carry home
to your comprehensions the considerations which forbid my acting in con-
cert with you, and to impress upon your judgments the conviction that the
enterprise to weaken the controlling efficacy of those considerations is an
utterly hopeless one. <

The means to this end can coisist only of a still further developement
of the views and reasons which compel my refusal. >

I will, in the first place, repeat the truth which I have already endeav-
ored to awaken you to a sense of, and which your last commuuication
contains nothing to affect in the slightest degree the force of—that we do
not stund in any official relations towards each other ; that you do not
belong to any class of officers, created as channels of communication be-
tween nation and nation, or by custom acting as such; you do not so
much as belong to any class of officers common to all nations for the in-
ternal purposes of each, and who, by this common character alone, might
seem justified, under some circumstances, in recoghising each other as fit
parties to official converse ; you are agents, created for a definite special
purpose, existing solely in consequence of precise treaty stipulations, and
as 1ustruments for their effectuation between particular werbers of the
family of nations ; that, consequently, it would be absurd (and, in one aware
of the absurdity, wrong and criminal) in any officer of any nation, not one
of the parties to those stipulations, to allow himself to be made an instru-
ment for practically placing his country into the predicament of such a
party. 'This would be true upon general principles, and in any case of
the mere absence of consent of the nation represented by such officer. But
in a case where there may have been a deliberate refusal of such conseut,
the force of the obligation becomes immeasurably magnified, and its viola-
tion by a conscious offender assumes the hue of treason itself.

Such a case is the present. So fhanifestly is it so—and so flagrant, there-
fore, the indecency of the pertinaciousness displayed by you, to make me
rclinquish the position which 1 should deserve the doom of a traitor for
abandoning—that, with it alone for a ground of judgment, the most chari-
table eye could not fail to discern in this pertinacity a strong evidence of
sowe latent spring of action, whereof, if a compound one, egregious folly
and ignorance could not possibly be the only plates. To one placed in
my ppsition, it is but too manifest that the chiefly active prineciple from
which your conduet proceeds is a sordid selfishness, as little worthy of the
nation In whose name the position whicli you abuse allows you to act, as
it is of the holy cause to which lip-service is, with such prodigal self-
oblivion and waste of all that it costs, rendered by you. .

To bring this with satisfactory force and clearness to the comprehension
of others less advantageously situated for personal observation, nothing far-
ther is requisite than to lay before them a faithful sketch of the actually
existent truth here in regard to the slave-trade ;~here, on this, theatre,
where, to the disgust of every one—whether he were or were not alive to
the importauce to the human race of the principle of national independence
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—that sacred article of the catholic cosmopolitan faith has been .seen ruth-
lessly and wantonly trampled under foot, through the prostitution, by self-
seeking place-holders countenanced. by self-seeking patronage-holders, of
the might of a powerful nation to the purpose of insuiting, without so0 much
as the possibility of good to the cause that furnished the pretext, or to any
cause but that of their own game of deception, the defenceless subjects
and abject authorities of that government which, of all existing in Christen-
dom at the present day, is the most utterly impotent for good.

The truth of the existing state of things here, in relation to the slave-
trade, can be condensed into one sentence. It is a pursuit denounced iu
every possible way by the Law—Dby law ForEIGN 7madé and rorr1GN im-
posed—and supported by an overwhelming puBLic oriNion. These few
words express not only the fact in both its branches, but also the cause
from which the second branch chiefly derives that vigor which makes it
overtop and stifle the other. And is it not in the nature of man that such
an cffect should follow from such a cause ?

Thank God! itis. Thank God! that there is implanted in the heart
of wan, iu the shape of an instinet, a something whose impulses drive him-
in the same line of conduct that is enjoined by the most lofty and intellec-
tual patriotism.  Forbid it Heaven ! that the spirit of nationality, which
with the masses is the instinctive safeguard provided by the Great Archi-
tect for that self-government, which, as it affords to man his only hope of
well-being, becones, in exact proportion to his rise as an intellectual and
moral being, enshrined amid those cherished convictions which fill the
place of instinctive impulses ;—Heaven forbid that this spirit should ever
be found extinet in any people, be they ever so deeply plunged in ignorance,
or debased by vice. God forbid that it should ever perish, or ever fall
short of fultilling the great purpose for which it was given—that of vindi-
cating national independence ; come the assault from whom it may, on
whatevey pretext, on whatever ground. God forbid that any reform, in
religion, in morals, in law, or in government, be it ever so important or so
urgeut; that any guestion that can possibly be presented to the mind of
man—if there be an attempt to decide it among any people through an
invasion of their national independence—shall fail to be dismissed from
their thougkts, never to be entertaived again, until, acting as one man,
they shall have repelled the invasion, and vindicated trinmphantly this
most sacred of all sacred causes.

But whether this effect of an assault upon a people’s independence be de-
sirable or not, it is a part of the truth which exists here with regard to the
slave-trade. Here, that effect has been produced. The published corre-
spondence of your commission bears (although this seems to have escaped
the notice alike of those who, perhaps unconsciously, divulged the fact,
and those upon whom it was thrown away) testimony to its existence ; and
it this had not so chanced, it would still be known, as it is known, to every
man in Havana ; unless, indeedy there should chauce to be here some with
powers of volition so strong as to close their minds at pleasure to convie-
tion, and to render them insensible to the most salient of ‘all the points of
the public sentiment in which they move and have their béing.

In one of those nostrum-doctor discourses, which, on the spot where
they are concocted, and among those who know the true value of the in-
gredients which constitute the theme of the grandiloguence, prove a plen-
teous sonrce of merriment, not nndisturbed now and then by a flash of in-
dignation, when thought is turned upon the motives to, and the conse-
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quences of, this peculiar and stupendous quackery ;—in the despatch of the
2d of January, 1837, which forms a proeni-invoice of sundry packages of
precious matter, labelled © returns of arrivals and departures,” are con.
tained various remarks explanatory of the peculiar expenditure of toil and
skill involved, on this particular occasion, in the task of collecting the in-
gredients. Hitherto, they had been so conveniently at hand, as to ¢ render
the completion of the lists little more than matter of form.” Now, how-
ever, “the case was materially altered ;” and circumstances are explained
“ whereby your lordship will perceive it to be a matter of some difficulty
to ascertain, with the same accuracy as formerly, the proceedings of these
vessels.” : .

Besides this acknowledgment, that, hitherto, there had been not even so
much as “some difficulty” in ascertaining “ with accuracy” * the proceed-
ings of these vessels ;”—in other words, that their proceedings were known
to everybody, and there was no wish or attempt at concealmer.¢ ;—another
tru: is emitted, in the heat of the illustration bestowed uporn this interest-
ing circumstance: that, now, “some” thing in the shape of a ¢ difficulty”
had come into existence, to afford an antagonist more substantial than
empty air for commissioner-zeal to grapple with, This other truth is thus
expressed : “ Whatever may at onc time have been the feeling of some of
the principal landed proprietors in favor of the suppression of the slave-
trade of this island, we confidently believe that there scarcely exists at the
present time, ANY individual who entertains such a wish—nay, who would
not do lis utmost to sustain it.”

A truth! in one sense at least, though not precisely, in the literal mean-
ing of the words, a true picture. And a melancholy one it is, whether con-
sidered in itself, or in its cause. Not so, however, when considered as a
result. Of what is it the result? Of a wanton trampling upon the prin-
ciple of national independence—and this, too, attended with peculiarly
aggravating circumstances ; the most insupportable of which is, that the
Government which should resent the indignity and repel the invasion has
been made the instrument for inflicting them; that the people feel that
that Government which should perish rather than suffer its ewn free action
with regard to its own subjects to be interfered with, is the abject slave of
their oppressors. Then, to make the goading still more intolerable, comes
the double conviction on their part, (than which none entertained by man
was ever more sincere,) that the traffic in slaves is justifiable and right ; and
that the contrary belief, now professed on the part of the English people,
is a hollow profession, put forth to cover the utterly selfish and unprinci-
pled desire and design to destroy countries whose rivalship in commerce
or in power has become to them an object of dread. )

This is the cause of that unanimity, which, as an evidence that their
office had become “some” thing less of a sinecure, was, by yonr predeces-
sors, stated to exist upwards of two years and a half azo. This it is, which
has rendered universal among the people the conviction and the feeling,
that, abandoned and betrayed by their helpless Goversment, they are placed
in that predicament where it is the right and the duty of every man to pro-
tect himself, —the general right and duty of all men individually to protect
and sustain each other. Itis not in regard to the slave-trade—to its im-
policy, or its inhumanity, or its undesirableness in any respect—that such
a change of opinion and of seutiment has, or could have, comme over the
land. Such a change was, in the nature of things, impossible. Ot all the
causes which might have conspired to create here, in a number of individ-
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uals ever so small, an opinion and sentiment adverse to the traffic, not one
but must necessarily have acquired greater force with every revolving year.
The progress might have proved very tardy ; but there could not have been
a retrograde. It is not the slave-trade that has become in itself so popular,
that not ¢ any individual” could be found in the-island but would “do his
utmost to sustain it.” No such retrograde has taken place. On the con-
trary, the sentiment adverse to it has made progress ; although one that has
been slackened by the operation of another sentiment, and is not easily dis-
cernible through its manifestations, This other sentiment is the sentiment
of nationality. Itis to its impulses that not an individual could be easily
found, but would prove true,—not an individual but would ¢ do his utmost
to sustain,” not “i¢”—not the slave-trade—but the individual carrying on the
slave-trade. His own convictions upon the subject of the slave-trade, the
feelings of his bosom towards any man capable of engaging therein, might
prompt him to hang the offender. But he has had awakened in him a
strong, overpowering sense of the fact, that this cannot be done without
bowing his neck to foreign-made and foreign-imposed law. ‘This comes
over him ; and every duty becomes as nothing before the one duty of defi.
ance,—every feeling is overwhelmed in its angry surges.

This result so naturally belongs to all such intermeddling, that it could
scarcely have proved possible to avoid it, even had the British commis-
sioners here confined themselves, with the most guarded circumspection
and most refined delicacy, to the simple line of their duties as:defined by
the treaty stipulations. Had they—as they were bound to do by the plain-
est principles of international right, and would have.been compelled to do
by any government capable of an effort in defence of its own dignity or the
rights of its subjects—contented themselves with the discharge of those
functions for which alone they had been created, and for which alone they
had obtained a residence upon Spanish territory ;—had they thus deported
themselves, their mere presence here counld not have failed to prove a cause
of irritation to any man, whether friend or enemy to the slave-trade, capable
of a feeling for his country. But when, instead of a course so enjoined by
every consideration of policy, with regard to the professed object, no less
than of international decency in a powerful nation (or any one allowed to
act in her name) towards a helpless-one, a course directly the reverse has
been pursued; when the attitudes in which they seemed to delight in
seizing every occasion to exhibit were of a kind to impress upon the be-
holder that they belonged to a newly-invented class of plenipotentiaries,
endowed with faculties of too transcendent an order to be confined within
determinate boundaries ; and when, at the same time, these displays were
seen by all to be of such a nature, that those making them could not possi-
bly expect, and therefore could not possibly intend, any other effect from
them—#here, at least—than that of reminding the authorities, and through
them the people, that they were bound to bow politely to insult;—when
such has been the course pursued, what must be the result? What must
be the intensity in which it prevails ? .

That result is—the reawaking of the old guerilla spirit: that spirit
which, when their national independence was suffering at the hand of Na-
poleon, was known by the French soldier to be near when he saw his com-
rade drop with the knife-handle projecting ffom his chest ;—which, noise-
less and unseen, mowed a path for the angel of death through those serried
ranks, in countless efforts to penetrate and to scatter which the Mameluke
whirlwind had ineffectually spent itself.
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Possibly I may have been led to form an exaggerated estimate of the in-
tensity of this feeling, by what I know—and had rather die than doubt—
would be kindled in my country by any, the remotest, approach to what 1.
sec inflicted upon this. There are things not.a few-in the United States,
which are deemmed by me to be cryving evils, to remedy any one of which is
a labor well worthy of exclusively ocecupying the patriotic ambition of a

- distingnished citizen. . Not one of them, however—intent as I might be
-upon its extirpation, and near as I might have approached to the happiness
of accomplishing it—but would be instantly laid aside, to await the return
of times of peace, at the slightest indication of foreign interference. And
the certainty and the promptness of my doing this, would be in exact pro-
portion to the magnitude of the evil.. To say nothing of slavery, (which—
although I believe the coudition of the slave in my native State to be in-
comparably better than that of the Knglish operative—occupies nevertheless,
in my estimation, by far the first place in our catalogue of evils,) there are,
among others, the Bowie knives, of which you have perhaps read. So se-
rious an evil do I consider the practice of carrying these murderous wea-
pons, which prevails in one part of our country, that no effort to put an end
to it, which I could make with any promise of success, would be omitted.
Nor is there any severity of penalty that I would stop short of, if necessary,
to accomplish this. But if .this Bowie knife evil were to hecome an object
of philanthropic zeal in your, or any other foreign country; and circum-
stances should he such as to impart to your government the wish and the
power to interfere with ours in regard -to this object of my abhorrence,—to’
dictate a law for its extirpation, and to take o hand in its execution ;—that
abhorrence would be laid aside, never again to occupy my thoughts antil
your law and your interference had been driven into the sea ; and, if neces-
sary to the accomplishment of this, every reaping-hook should be beat into:
a Bowie knife, and every maiden iu the land should be tanght te handle. it
' Nay, there is one thing which wonld have the power to make me turn
my arm against my -own country ; and that is, her proving herself capable
of tolerating such an abuse of power by those intrusted with her Govern-
ment. No radical now drawing breath in what I feel towards very much.
as my native county of Devon—for there my forefathers were. born and
died for many generations—can look forward with more heartfelt pleasure
to the time when the people of England will be free. When the oppression
under which, in every possible shape, their heads have been so long bowed
into the very dust, shall have come to its end,—when the House of Lords
shall exist only upon the page of history, and a real representation shall
have taken the place of that detestable simulacrum: by which, in their own
name, they have been plundered, and the wealth and the power result
ing from their toil and their ingenuity have been so shamelessly squander-
ed, in every imaginable mode in which it could subserve the selfisbness of a.
sordid few ; when the skilful and industrious workingmen of Great Britain—
the bone and sinew of the most affluent and potent state upon earth—shall
nolonger know as a reality, but look back upon as an absurd fable, that state
of things, so incredible unless so substantiated, of which the appalling ‘picture_
‘was unfolded by the Edinburgh trials in January of last year :—that picture of
the industrious classes, self-organized for the purpose of protection against
want; and as a means to this end, every man regularly contributing from the
scanty remnant left him by that hateful system of robbery called parliamentary.
taxation, to-supply a fund for the support of secret tribunals and officials;the
"object of whose existence is to doom him to death and to effect the murder,
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if, maddened by the 2gonies of a starving wife or the cries of a famishing
child, he shall prove so reckless in his desperation as to accept work at
lower wages than those decreed by the unknown despots to whose man-
dates he owes implicit submission, or to accept of work at all, from an em-
ployer whom they may have deemed it necessary to put under the ban ;
when ineredulity will be but strengthened by the tale, that under such a
state of things—so shockingly unjust was the distribution of political
power—the mountain of taxation was still furtber heaped up upon the
agonized giant’s chest, through the ohedience yielded by place-holders to
the necessity in which they found themselves, to abdicate their sinecures or
conciliate the votes of o ‘handful of hair-brained enthusiasts, governed by a
tixed idea, and reckless of every other earthly consideration, pursuing, as the
great paramount cause of humanity, and the only one deserving their re-
gard, the object of their sofa-inspired visions : drearns, the downy current
of which, the voice of reason, or the cries of famine issuing from myriads
of their famished countrymen, were alike ineflectual to disturb !—the time
when Ireland may write the epitaph of her Emmet ; when the sense of gov-
ernmental oppression shall have ceased 1o be so keen in the bosom of the
“sans potato” O’Conuell tribute-payer, as to make him insensible to all be-
sides,—even to the true character of that Derrinane patriotism, whose cor-
morant scream, eternally vexing the ear of his country, makes her atmo.
sphere alive with “rint.” ‘

"The time must come when all this shall have passed away, and become
incredible to the common mind. It cannot be distaut. Could it be hasten-
ed one single hour by any labor of my individual head or hand, there is not
a man amoug the radicals of South Devon who would, with greater alacrity,
buckle to the task; and yet, did my country at this moment possess—as
possess she will, before many more lustres shall have passed over her—~the
power to interfere with the question, and to settle it ; and did she pgove
herself capable of abandoning that majestic attitude towards other States,
which distinguishes her from them, as her Washington is distinguished
{from their leaders, and in which she has influenced their destinies solely by
the force of that example, under the efficacy of whose holy presence the
thrones and the aristocracies, and the impostures and shams of the old
world are so rapidly crumbling into dust, and vanishing forever from this
earth;—could she prove thus recreant to the principle of national inde-
pendence, one, at least, of her sons would prove true to the sacred cause,
even to the length of taking part against her ; and even although assured
that the certain consequence of his doing so would be the reanimation of the
cold dead embers of ancient toryism, and the revivification of the right
divine, with its accursed brood of wrongs and oppressions, for years beyond
that period when the coming struggle shall be over—when merry England,
and Auld-lang-syne, and their sister isle, the land of the tear and the smile,
quietly basking in the blessed light of Democracy, under institutions mo-
delled after ours, shall unite in a hymn to the danghter-land that first taught
the world how to reconcile liberty with law, the might of an empire nation
with the freedom of a village republic.

Such being my own feelings on this topic, my judgment is perhaps not
to be trusted in regard to the state of things which, upon this stage, has
been produced and now exists.

So far, however, as that judgment can be relied upon, the picture is not
highly charged. To all practical purposes, the slave-trade has become
hallowed in all eyes here, as a consequence of the union which patriotism
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has been forced into with'it. 'They are now effectually wedded ; and they
-will continue to be one flesh, until the causes which have aroused the spirit
of .nationality, to impart to it so strange a penchant, shall have ceased to
exist. Then, but not till then, may the divorce be hoped for. .
With this result before us for a warning, it is proposed now to give pa-
triotism in wedlock to piracy also. By the same foreign-made and foreign.
imposed law, Spaniards are to be told that that piracy, which every man,
and, above all, every mariner in the world, for countless generations back,
has been taught from infancy- to look upon as a crime—nay, to.the mariner,
the crime of crimes ;—that it is no-"worse than that slave-trade, which some
now living may recollect to have seen most actively carried on by the mis-
tress of the seas. Hereatfter, the two shall go under one and the same name;
and the man who believes, and whose couniry believes, it perfectly right,
and even laudable, to pursue-a business ssherein, while his own end of gain
is accomplished, he proves the instrument of snatching hundreds of negroes
Afrom famine on the coast of Africa, or from immolation in the hecatombs
daily reeking either to Mumbo Jumbo, or to some inferior concentration of
the divine essence, irom a clay shark idol down to the airy ghost of any
man who is entitled after death to the consideration due to,the husband
and lord of from thirty to three thousand wives ;—the mariner or merchant
whose country’s mind continues yet unenlightened in regard to the slave-
trade, viewed in its ultimate consequences, and whose conscience can find
therefore a sufficient sedative in the knowledge that he is bringing negroes
from such a state of things in their own country, to one where they will
have a chance of plenty and a long life—is to be told that if he be tempted to
engage in this pursuit, he might as well add to it, whenever opportunity
offers, the plunder of merchant-ships, and the murder of merchants and
women and children who have adventured upon the great deep. 'This
addition will not make his neck a whit the less safe: and this he is to be
told—not by his own country; not even by his own jure divino master ; not
under the sanction of the faintest shade of rightful authority: but by a for-
_eign Power, whose usurpations on this very subject have rendered itself the
object of his deepest hate, and his own Government the object of ineffable
contempt to him. - What brood of horrors is to come of this' new match,
those who get it up can perhaps tell. They have shown such a reach of
foresight in regard to the fruits of the first, that this is no unreasonable ex-
pectation to indulge in towards them. . . P ‘
Nor is the sentiment thus engendered here, with regard to the slave-trade,
by these wanton exhibitions of contempt for the principle of national inde-
pendence, confined to the Spanish population. . Such a spectacle is not of
a nature to be looked upon with composure by any man whose soul is not
so sold to mammon as to forbid his seeing, or caring for, any thing save the
to and fro of the money-bags. - Every man with a spark of soul has expe-
rienced its influence ; and as the degree in which he has done so was ne-
cessarily proportionate to the interest he was capable of experiencing in.
matters not directly and individually concerning himself, so has it been felt
the most strongly by those to whose nature and principles the slave-trade is
most repugnant. This is no theoretic speculation. 'No man, at ali con-
versant with the mechanism of which human opidion and sentiment are
the products, could fail to perceive at a glance, that it must- have so turned
out. No man, placed upon this stage, with his five senses about him, could
fail to become immediately aware of the fact, that it has so turned out: un-
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less, indeed, the prospect of a snug pension, as a reward for patriotically and
philanthrepically bearing up against the tedium of a heavily charged West
Indian siuecure, should constitute an “object too high * to permit him to be
sensible of any thing passing around him; and, above all, of any such in-
convenient circumstance as, if he possessed a conscience, might render it a
troublesome hindrance to any display got up to show off to distant eyes the
utility of his sinecure; by attaching a sting to the consciousness' that it
served only to render positively and actively\ detrimental to the service in
which he was receiving pay, an office which, restricted to its-assigned du-
ties, might prove no worse than merely useless. S :

From the one truth, that the slave-trade is a pursuit denounced in every.
way by the law, and upheld by an overwhelming public opinion, it would
be no difficult task for any one acquainted with Spanish character in all its
bearings, social, legal, and political, to deduce every particular requisite to-
the composition of the most detailed picture of the existing state of things
here in regard to this subject. ‘Such a picture, Colonel Napier could paint
with his eyes shut. B : P =

It would, for instance, be a waste of words to inform him that here tke
trade is made no secret of, except towards the authorities ; and towards.
them only when acting in_their official’ capacity—that, on all other occa-
sions, it is spoken of with just as litlle reserve as any: other pursuit; and
every patticular incident to it is as generally known as those that arise in
any other branch of trade. ' Indeed, far more generally known : for it con-
stitutes a pursuit in regard to which the people consider themselves at war ;
an unprovoked, one-sided war, to be sure, but this only serves to whet their
spirit the sharper—and every incident of which, therefore, possesses a zest
which cannot belong to those of any other ‘branch of business, or even to
any political subject. Every capture of a slaver is a wrong: to be talked.
of, to become known to all, to be stored up in the memory of each. Every:
arrival is an exploit—a victory over the common enemy: the news of which
(that would be. proclaimed ‘by the church bells, but that the Government
does not dare) runs like wildfire, to- arouse exultation in every breast, and
10 kindle anew both the spirit of cupidity, and the flames of defiance., .

-It would, in like manner, be a waste of words to inform him of the other
fact, that the man would awaken universal derision—and derision merely,
only because no apprehension would exist of any thing to disturb that feel-
ing, and to convert it into one more serious—who should gravely under-
take to set on foot proceedings with a view to the judicial establishment of
any one of the facts or incidents.thus known to the whole city as the favor-
ite part of the news of the day, on every day almost of the year. A shout
of laughter would greet him at every sireet corner; and if he encountered
there nothing more cutting than a Jaugh, it, wonld only be because of the
universal confidence that he was a harmless lunatic, who might, without
danger to any one, be left free to follow his humor. .~ - . .

.- What individual on this spot, but knows this? In England itself, who
can devote his understanding to the subject for a single hour, and not be
fully aware that this must be the real state of the case? Why, the picture
is ready drawn in this very work of Mr. Buxton. In the chapter entitled
“ Failure of efforts already made for suppression of the slave-irade;”
which does that credit to his common-sense which I anticipated upon pe-
rusing, in the introduction, the following words: “ we attempt io put down
the slave-trade gy the strong hand alone; and this is, I apprehend, the cause
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of our failure. Our system, in many respects too.feeble, is in one sense too
bold ;” in this chapter, which affords the first glimmering of sanity that has
for a long time appeared upon the subject; at least in union with sincerity:
for there 1s no lack of worldly wisdom in one of the parties—and may, 1 trust,
be hailed as an earnest that.reason is at no_very remote day to assert her
empire over it: Mr. Buxton, while endeavoring to enforce his position, (a
most incontrovertible trath, to any mind that has enjoyed and used any op-
portunity to acquire definite notions on the subject,) that even a universal
agreement among nations to declare the slave-trade piracy would prove.
inefficacious, adduces in snpport of it the experience of the ¢ three nations
who have already tried .the experiment of declaring the slave trade to be
piracy—FErazil, North America, and England.™ -~ . B

“Brazilian subjects,” he says, “from the time of passing the law, have been
contitiually engaged in' the~slave-trade ; indeed, we are informed that the
whole population of certain districts are concerned in it, and no¢ one has
suffered under the law of piracy.” o ‘ o e

" With regard to the United States, he observes, “It will not be denied
that American citizens have been largely engaged in the traffic; but I have
yet to learn that even one capital conviction has taken place during. the
eighteen years that have elapsed since the law was passed.” -

‘Not to break the thread of -Mr. Buxton’s illustration, I will merely ob-.
serve here”: that if, by the assertion which he says “will not be denied,” he
means merely that, in regard to the slave-trade, cases have occurred of the
successful evasion, and consequently of the unpunished infraction, of the
laws of their country by reckless desperadoes, who, either by birth or by
adoption, were citizens of the United States, then the only point to be dis-
cussed between us would be the precise meaning here attached to the word
¢largely.” But if the author meant to express his belief that there is a
want.of sincerity on this subjectin the people of the United States-——that there
exists among them a disposition to countenance the violation of our laws
against the slave trade—tI can affirm that he is utterly misinformed. Notan
‘American citizen could be found who does-not know such an assertion to
be untrue, with just the same certainty that an Englishman would know
the untruth of a similar assertion if made with regard to the crime of in-
fanticide in England.” L Co '

The difference between the cases of Brazil and of the United States is
one that no European, not even an enlightened Englishman, can realize and
estimate at its full force. It is just.as impossible for him to do so,as it is for
an-American man to realize those reciprocal feelings, condescension and de-
ference—to call them by the mildest names, and to view them under their
faintest aspects—which, in the atmosphere of England, are so naturally and
unconsciously awakened when * My Lord” and # Mister” are so thrown out
of their proper spheres as to come in contact. Brazil law is imposed by the
Government upon the people; and, so far as an inference may be drawn
from the relations existing between them, and the historical character of the’
stronger in regard to its proneness to make such use of its power, this. par-
ticular law may be presumed 'to have been imposed npon-the Government
of Brazil by the Government of England. Hence it is'the reverse of sur-
prising that a Brazilian law—above all, that this law, should in “ certain dis-
tricts,” or in all-districts, be set at defiance by + the -whole population,” and
should be a by-word among them.  Nor is it surprising that these violations
should be rendered still easier than they otherwise might be, by the conni-
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vance of the Government to which it has been dictated. In the United
States, on the contrary, all this is clearly impossible. Not only is it impos-
sible that the Government should have a law dictated to it by any foreign
Power; but, on our side of the Atlantic, it ceases to be a fiction ; it is liter-
ally true, to an extent absolutely inconceivable to a European bred mind,
that the voice of the Government is nothing more than the concentred
voice of the people. Hence, such a state of conflict between the law and
public seatiment as Mr. Buxton may be a believer in, the existence of in our
country is an ahsolute impossibility. Had the law been a special one, en-
joining or prohibiting a particular mode of conduct npon or to a particular
and limited class of citizens, there might be a possibility of its necessity not
being generally understood, and, consequently, of its being with a large class
the ohject of a neutral sentiment generally, and of a hostile one whenever
it wnight come up for enforcement. But, with regard to a general law,
binding upon the whole nation, and, with regard to every individual in it,
imposing an emphatic restriction upon that complete and absolute right—
which nowhere else upon earth exists so untrammelled—of every man to
apply his capital or his labor to such uses as he sees fit, with regard to a law
of this kind, the supposition is altogether inadmissible. :

To return from this unexpectedly long digression to Mr. Buxton’s illus-
trations ‘ of the inefficacy of such a law.” He informs us that the .most
striking is that furnished by the experience of the British Government itself,
in its sway over the Isle of F'rance. (To estimate the comparative force of
this fact with respect to any regarding the island of Cuba, it is necessary to
advert to the circumstance, that the Isle of France is about 150 miles in cir-
cumference, and notdistinguished by any thing like the countless multitude
of ports, islets, and keys, which are so characteristic of the coasts of the
island of Cubu, the sea-line of which is at least 1,500 miles.)

¢« For. ten years,” says Mr. Buxton, “the slave trade prevailed at the
Mauritius, to use the words of Captain Moresby before the committee of
the House of Commons, ‘as plain as the sun at noonday’ Many were
taken in the very act, and yet no conviction, I believe, took place.” «I fear
that such a law would be a dead letter, unless, at all events, we had the
bona fide and cordial co-operation of the colonists. 'Were we able to obtain
this in our own dominions? Our naval officers acted with their usual ener-
gy on the coast of the Mauritius. When General Hall was Governor there,
and when Mr. Edward Byan was the head of the police, every thing possi-
ble was done to suppress the traffic, and to bring the criminals to justice.
No persons could act with more meritorious fidelity, (and I grieve to say,
poorly have they been rewarded by the Home Government ;) it hecame,
however, but too evident that the law was unavailing. 7e populace
would notbetray the slave-trader; the agent of the police would not seizehim;
it captured by our officers, the prisons would not hold him, and the courts
would not convict him.” ;

This is the picture of a ten years’ experience of the British Government,
in a small field, of only twenty-five miles radius, under its own exclusive and
absolute control ; bounded by that mountain-wave on which her power is
without limit, and which here enclosed a mere handful (some six or seven
thousand) of the white race—and these, conquered subjects; to keep
whom in subjection the British people were taxed at a rate which may be
conjectured from the officially ascertained fact, that, in the course of fifteen
years, “the expenditure of Government in the island exceeded the revenue
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by no less than £1,026,208.” - Upwards of five million one hundred
thousand dollars.! or, annually, at the rate of upwards of three hundred and
sixty.six thousand dollars, were the productive classes of England, Scot-
land, and Ireland, taxed for that par¢ alone of the cost, which was teken
out of their pockets to be sent round the Cape of Good Hope to the Isle of
France, to be there disbursed. = With regard to the mode in which the ab-
solute power possessed by the British Government over this handful of the
_white variety of the species, whom conquest and treaty had converted into.
free British subjects, each, of course, ipso facto encased in a suit of the
invulnerable panoply whereof so exhaustless a supply is ever ready to issue,
at the nod of Westminster wigs, from that magic armory which venerable
tradition accustoms even us to believe in the reality of, and teaches our
thoughts to connect with the words, * British constitution ;” with regard to
this point, an idea is afforded by the circumstance, which, however trivial it
may seem, may be adduced upon the same principle that a feather may be
used to show the direction of the wind—that the Governor of the Mauritius,
satisfied that, against “offenders of this kind,” no conviction could be ob-
tained on the island, “was obliged to resort to the strong ezpedient of.
sending” them te England for ¢rial at the Old Bailey! A Governor se-
lected to administer the British “ constitution” to newly annointed ¢ British
subjects,” “ obliged to resort to the strong expedieut of sending them
FOR TRIAL,” on a western voyage, from thé remotest island of the Indian
ocean, under the southern tropic, round the Cape of Good Hope, across the
line, to ¢ Oid Bailey,” in the 52d degree of north latitude ! and this, in re-
ard to the very same “infamous practice,” for denouncing the King of
Great Britain’s unblushing patronage of which, as shown by the tyrannical
“exercise of his royal negative upon the reiterated effort made by my native
country to render practicable the “abolition of domestic slavery,” by first
¢« excluding all further importation from Africa,” a Virginian was, in 1774,
-marked out for proscription ; and, had the power of the British Govern-
ment proved commensurate with its law, would have been torn from the
‘native land whose interests and rights he was thus vindicating, i connexion
with those of humanity at large, to be sent ¢ for trial” for high treason, on
an eastern voyage across the Atlantic, to the same point. A
. This Mauritius experience of the British Government, in a little field,
under its own absolute control, would have sufficed, one would suppose, if
not fully to enlighten, yet sufficiently to prepare for readily receiving light,
every mind really desirous to acquire a knowledge of Havana truth in re-
d to the same subject. So perfectly adapted, so irresistibly conducive
to this end does it seem to be, that it is no easy matter to- conceive (even
after making allowance for all the fogs that could be kept heaped around
the subject by individuals to whose present salaries and future pensions one
fair glimpse at the reality might prove destruction) how any such mind
can have failed to become, long ago, fully disenthralled from the dupery.’
- .'The particulars I have given sufficiently fill up the picture of the Havana
reality, for the purpose, at least, of enabling a general estimate to be formed
of the real character and merits of the communications which you saw fit
to address to me in January last. No one need be told that in regard to a
subject which, besides presenting an all-absorbing object of direct pecu-
niary interest 1o numerous individuals, and one of an interest less direct,
but very sensible, to a far more numerous class, forms the favorite theme
for gossip throughout the classes  connected in any way with the commer-
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cial movement, and the salient point for every quidnunc’s attention—the
only possible difficulty connected with the obtainment of information must
consist, not in collecting a show of the materials, thus ever coming up and
floating past every eye, but in winnowing the true from the false, and re-
ducing facts to their true and exact shape and dimensions.

Under the general aspect belonging to the subject, then, any such pro-
ceeding on your part, as an offer to make me acquainted with a “ rumer,”
or a “report,” is, upon its very face, a manifest absurdity, if no worse. 1t
would be the same, if the matter of your communication consisted of sub-
stantial facts, instead of “reports ;” unless, indeed, you were prepared to
furnish, or to indicate, some portion or other of that matter of evidence or
proof which can alone impart to facts a legal existence-~which alone
could ¢enable” (as the British Government desires to be, throngh my in-
strumentality, in regard to British merchants and manufacturers) the au-
thorities of any country to use these facts, were they ever so notorious, as
a basis of action. Without such preparation on your part, any such pro-
ceeding would be an absurd farce ; and, if the disposition were wanting, it
would be a despicable mockery. :

Now, it is a matter of fact, known to every man in Havana, and which
defies contradiction, (for not one can be found bold enough to give it,) that
no such disposition did exist, or conld exist, on your part. If your facts
were of the most conclusive kind, and you had a dozen respectable wit-
nesses to each, you would not dare to name one of them. Nay, had the
individual from whom your information was derived been known to me,
(and circumstances so plainly pointed him out, that the presumption was
too strong to permit a doubt to rest on the mind of a single individual ac-
i]uninted with the parties,) and had he been summoned by me as a witness,
e would have been sure, as such, to know nothing on the subject.

This is so notorious here, that no one having the least pretension to
character for candor would venture to dispute it. The slave.trade is a
matter which every one who feels any curiosity on the subject, knows all
about. Nay, although destitute of such curiosity, he cannot, if he pos-
sess the use of his ears, and understand any language spoken at Havana,
avoid hearing the news of the day or hour, of which it always constitutes
the most piquant topic. To make sure of exact accuracy, is a task which,
on this subject, as on every other, is attended with trouble and difficuity in
various degrees. But the particulars no one can avoid hearing. And yet,
although everybody knows all about the slave trade, no one so knows any
thing about it, that the testimony he could or would give in a court of jus-
tice, or for any judicial purpose, upon any point connected with it, would be
worth a straw,

What, then, was the end which you had in view, in addressing to me
your two commnunications of January last ? i

The presumptions afforded in regard to this question, by the existing
state of things here, clearly are:

1. 'T'hat you could not expect to make known to me any particular, of
which I was likely to be, or to remain, ignorant.

2. That, supposing you possessed grounds for such an expectation, you
could not anticipate that any possible m asure on my part, in regard to the
subject of such information, could be attended with any useful resuit. In
addution to these presumptions, resulting from the general state of the case,
was a third, arising from the relation which I had assumed towards your
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commission,; by the act of returning its communication of the month of
October, 1836, to wit :

3. That, supposing the latter of the foregoing presuraptions to be so fur
reversed, that it was in my power to adopt somne measure that would prove
otherwise than futile, you could not anticipate that I could be moved thereto
by your interference, but had every reason to believe the reverse; that, so
far as my disposition and my course in regard to the subject could possibly
be influenced, in any way, by such interference, the ouly possible eonse-
quence of your venturing upon it would be decidedly adverse to the cause
which you are paid to promote.

Such are the presumptions which arise from the mere general fact of
your addressing to me a communication of this mature. They are not
very favorable to the character of the end which you proposed to yourself.
Let us now see what grounds of judgment are disclosed by the particular
contents of your letters.

The end and aim of the first of the series (that of the 8th of January)is
set forth in the opening paragraph, as follows: .

"« As it may possibly not have come to your knowledge, we think it right
to make you acquainted with the report prevalent in this place,” &ec.

Here, so far as your proceedings could be presumed to be governed by
a definite purpose, and so far as your assertion in regard to such purpose
could be relied upon, we have the assurance, 1st. That the end and aim of
your letter was “¢o make you (me) acquainted with” a certain “report.”
2dly. That the motive which immediately determined your volition to the
adoption of this object, as an end to be accomplished through your instru-
mentality, or your spontaneous exertions rather, was, the conviction thal it
was right. “ We think it right”—that I should be made acquainied by
you with this prevalent report. And, 3dly. That the motive which deter-
mined your judgment to this conviction—the reason why you thought it
right that I should thus be made acquainted with this prevalent report—
was, the possibility that it might not have come to my knowledge: “ as it
may possibly not have come to your knowledge.” .

Here we have, in perfectly logical completeness, the end and aim of
your letter ; the conviction which induced yon to adopt it as an end; and
the ground upon which that conviction rested. In point of form, a truly
complete and satisfactory piece of logic! 1f it were bat correspondent ia
respect to substance, it would leave nothing to be desired. Unhappily,
however, the strength of the material is in perfect contrast to the skill of
the workmanship ; and the worthless chain serves only to make us deplore
that so much precious labor should have been thrown away.

Not but that there is also some good stuff in it, too. T'he middle link
has the sound of true metal. As a determining motive to the will, nothing
can be better than, nothing else so good as, conviction of right. It is in exact
proportion as our conduct is .:".ared thereby, that we accomplish the ap-
proach to perfection of wi<r > moral agents, we are susceptible. Our
moral nature can aim at ncihing higher. The man who acts up to what
he believes to be right, fills the measure of his duty as a morully account-
able being. He may be an idiot, who thinks it right to plunge his noddle
into melted lead, by way of experiment upon its refreshing properties; or
he may be a fanatic, who thinks it right to set the world ou fire, in order
to evade the flames of the judgment-day: and, as a cousequence of these
convictions, those to whom they are not imparted may think it right to
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avail themselves of the properties of strait jackets. Still, not one of this
unenlightened multitude, if he have satisfactory assurance of the sincerity
of conviction in the opposite party, will, if he be himself under the do-
minion of reason, consider him a just object of resentment or blame. . His
owun safety, or that of society, may render it indispensable that he be held
to what may be termed physical accountability ; and this may be painful
and sévere to the last degree: but, for moral accountability, the supposition
leaves no room. Such is the advautage of acting up to what we think right:
and sach the immunity atiending all error resulting from adherence to this
golden rule. The condition upon which the granting of this immunity
depends, is seldom, however, lost sight of. It presupposes, and imperatively
requires, that the conviction be, not an affected belief put on for the occa-
sion, nor even one carelessly taken up ; but a real, sincere belief—the result
of an honest, deliberate, and anxious exercise of our powers of reasoning,
such as God may have made them. The immunity must therefore be
withheld, when good grounds exist for believing the alleged conviction to
be defective in any of these particulars.-

Among the great number of grounds which may exist for a belief in the in-
sincerity of an alleged conviction, and the still greater variety of possible
‘combinatious of such grounds, few can possess more inherent strength than
the utter inadequacy of the logical motive to which the alleged conviction
is ascribed by the man pretending to entertain it. So long as he merely
affirms the conviction, without telling us any thing of the process in the
hidden mechar.ism of his brain, whereby that conviction was evolved, he
is comparatively safe. But the first step he takes in the way of assigning
reasons, brings hiin upon perilous ground. If the reasons which he tells us
that his conviction rests upon be clearly such as, according to human ex-
perience, no conviction of the sort can be supported by, in any miw.d not
under some very extraordinary stimulus, we cannot, on our pari, avoid the
conviction that there is something wrong somewhere. And if, in addition to
this, it be apparent, from the circumstances of the case, that the actor has
inducements, independently of any conviction of right, for proposing to him-
self the same end, we are forced to the conclusion that his alleged convie-
tion is a feigned one, and that his volition has been determined by another
motive. "The very least which our conclusion can involve is, that if the
end aimed at by the actor was truly believed by him to be right, he thought
it nght also to conceal the true ground of his self-satisfactory conviction,
and to feign a fulse one. ,

Few judgments are to be found endued with such powers of resistance,
that they could resist for so much as half a minute the convicticn that the
present is a case of this kind.

According to your own statement, the  report” is already ¢ prevalent in
thisplace.” ~ You take the step of making me acquainted withit.  The moral
motive of this step is, (so you say,) the conviction that it is right. The lo-
gical motive to this conviction is, (so you say,) the possibility that the report
may not have cowme to my knowledge !

What is this “ report # _ Why, an American vessel of such extraordinary
beanty as to render her, and the purpose to which she is destined, the com-
mon talk of the whole city, is, through successful evasion of American law,
brought to Havana, and sails for the coast of Africa : nota man in the place,
who hus bestowed a thought upon the subject, doubting that upon reaching
that part of the world she will be divested of her American character, in order
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that she may with impunity be employed in the traffic which, by the laws
of the United States, would subject to the punishment of death every indi-
vidual pursuing it under the American flag. Some months after, she re.
turns to the island of Cuba ; successfully accomplishing the object for which
she was sent, by bringing a large number of African slaves. Among the
particulars relating to her voyage, one is, that she retained her American
character and papers until the time arrived for taking the negroes en board ;
and that while under their protection she was boarded by an officer from a
British cruiser, to whom the American master—conscious though he was
of a wicked evasion of the laws of his country-—coolly pointed out ler flag,
fully confident in its efficacy to protect him, on the highway of nations,
against any meddling on the part of any foreign Power.

This is the “ report” which had become # prevalent” in this place. This
report in regard to a most remarkable vessel, has already become prevalent
in this city. There is a possibility, however, that it may not have come
to the ears of the American consul. This possibility proves sufficient to
force upon the minds of the British commissioners the convietion, that it is
right for them to take the step of making him acquainted therewith ; and
this conviction being thus produced, the step is taken by means of a letter!

Such is your own account of your proceeding! Is there a man to be
found, who, without any particular knowledge upon any part of the subject,
and possessed of the merest general notion of our relations, wonld fail to
perceive, at a glance, that the most absurd insincerity is stamped upon its
very face ?

No, sirs ; this cannot godown ; nor was it expected to—it was a mere con-
trivance (and a wretchedly bungling one it is) to serve the purpose of a head-
piece to your communication. The end and aim of that communicution,
and the spirit in which it was conceived, rendered it of no consequence
how awkwardly botched 1ts figure-head might be. Indeed, the more dis-
gusting it should prove, the better ; for the more in harmony would it be with
the great end and aim of the proceeding.

No, sirs; you may have had some end in view, which you thoughta
“right” and just end ; and, for accomplishing it, you may have thought that
connmmunication a ¢ right” and just means. But the end set forth at.its be-
ginning is one which you did not have in view. No one possessing the
slightest general knowledge of the subject, or of our relations, could believe
for an instant that you couid really entertain the belief that the American
consul was wn-“ acquainted with the report prevaic.al in this place respect-
ing the ship Veuus ;” or, supposing him to be so, that to change his state of
ignorance on the subject of this * report” into one of acquaiutance with it,
could be an object of solicitude with the British commissioners.

Thus much regarding what was not the end which they had in view.
‘With regard to the opposite question, I will hereafter adventure into a spec-
ulation, founded upon these same materials, which will not, I believe, be
deemed very hazardous. For the present, it is proper to pursne the exam-
ination of your communications, for the purpose of ascertaining what sort
of things they may contain, besides the logical chain of end, motive, and
reason, which has been set down in the inventory.

In stating the particulars of this report, you unconsciously, as it were,
run into a respectful suggestion—thus:

“ The report further staies there are several American citizens implicated
in this flagrant violation of the laws of the United States; and, as the Venus
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may be hourly expected in this harbor, we would respectfully suggest that
such immediate steps may be taken, on her arrival, as may lead to the pun-
ishment of such offenders.” ‘

This forcibly illustrates the danger of such interference. Moved by the
mere possibility that a certain report might not have come to my ears, and
setting out with the sole design of making me acquainted with it, you can-
not accowplish the task of stating the particulars, before your disinterested
zeal and generous ardor in the cause take such entire possession of your
soul as to hurry you into the indiscretion of “respectfully” making to the
officer of a foreign State, under circumstances which immeasurably mag-
nified the indecency of such a step, a suggestion which no officer of your
own Government, however subordinate his grade, could do otherwise than
repel, if coming from any one not in imimediate command over him, as a
most impertinent interference; and, if coming from his immediate com-
mander even, to resent as a most insulting imputation. Such would have
been the character of this “ respectful” proceeding, even had the object of
it been an officer of your own Government, and under your own immedi-
ate orders. What, then, becomes its complexion when viewed in the light
proper to it : as addressed to the officer of a sovereign State—to one for
whom you really did not possess an official existence; and not orly thus,
but who had been placed under the necessity of declining, in the most per-
emptory mawggier, to recognise you in any way as persons with whom he
could hold official converse ; and who had based this determination upon
the peremptory refusal finally given by his Government, in reply to the re-
peated importunities of yours, to even listen to any proposal for making of
this subject a ground of agreement !

Such turned out to be, at the very first step you took, the consequence of
your permitting yourself to commit this interference: so difficult is it to
avoid losing sight entirely of the cold dictates of worldly propriety, when
the impulses of so holy an enthusiasm as yours are once yielded to!

Nor can the force of this illustration of that peril be adequately apprecia-
ted, without adverting to a circumstance which places in the strongest pos-
sible point of view the utter gratnitousness and wantonness of the sngges-
tion into which you were thus “ respectfully” hurried. Had you, under
precisely similar circumstances, made such a suggestion to a lieutenant
placed under your orders, it could not have failed to be looked upon, by
every eye endued with vision for such mundane considerations, as a pros-
titution of your influence at home to the indulgence of a disposition to wan-
tonly inflict insult. Supposing you to have possessed authority to make
“respectful” suggestions to me in regard to the discharge of my duties, this
authority never could have been confided to you in the design that you
shonld exercise it, except on fit occasions, and in a proper manner : that is
to say. on occasions when you might have some ground at least for the be-
lief that your suggestion would not prove altogether superfluous; and in a
manner which would not, in the absence of all cause tor it, convey the in-
sulting imputation of neglect of duty. From such an imputation no sug-
gestion is free, which, in general terms, merely suggests to an officer to do
his duty : aud this is the character of your suggestion. Conceiving it to
be my dnty (for, if you did not, the absurdity and grossness of your conduct
In every way become but the more flagrant) to take “such immediate steps
as may lead to the punisheut of such offenders,” you make to me the sug-
gestion that these “steps” % may be taken,”
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Now, at the precise moment when this “respectful” suggestion was ad-
dressed to the consul of the United States, what were the particular circume
stances of his position in regard to “ American citizens implicated in” the
class of violations and evasions of the laws of their conntry, to which this
case belonged? ‘These circumstances, to be sure, had never been commu-
nicated by him to you. He had even deemed it proper to meet, in a mode
plaiuly signifying a determination not to be led into it, a proffer of conver-
sation on the subject from one of you, (the judge commissioner :) for, tow-
ards you, and becunse of your preposterous pretensions, it is a topic upon
which his lips have ever been seuled ; and, reversing the course which all
acquainted with his character know to be natural to him on all subjects, he
has ever maintained, with regard to this, a marked and significant reserve,
in the design that you should not forget that it had become forbidden
ground. Until their pretensions to interfere in the execution of the laws of
his country, the subject was one*on which the American consul was as
ready to converse, with his usual want of reserve, with the British commis.
sioners, as he always has been with the British consul. His natural dispo-
sition in this respect had not been altered, even by the somewhat curious
and iustructive lesson contained in the published correspondence of one of
the predecessors of the present judge commissioner~—a gentleman of well-
known eminence in the science of entomology : among the fruits of whose
eight years’ exile in this land of (to him) good cheer, operag and nobility
tertulias, besides the invaluable contribulions to the suppression of the
slave trade, which have been attended with such notable effect, was a mag-
nificent collection of insects, and a snug little fortune, estimated, in cash
and retiring pension, at something over one hundred thousand dollars. Be-
fore this gentleman’s return from the woful exile, his patriotic and philan-
thropic sucrifice in enduring which has been thus inadequately rewarded,
and while the present republic of Texas constituted <ne of the States.of
Mexico, (by whose laws slavery was not recognised, although engagements
to service for a term of years were :) at this period, a settler in Texas, from
the United States, visited Havana, and here purchased a number of slaves,
in the design, as he alleged, of transporting them to that part of the Mexican
republic; thereby changing the condition of slavery for life, in which he found
them, into that of servauts for seven years; while, on his part, he acquired a
legal right to their services for that term. From there not being here, at
the tiwe, any consul of Mexico, this person was under the necessity of ap:
plying at the consulate of some friendly Power for any consular service
which he might need ; and his origin naturally directed hirm to that of the
United States. There, at his request, his declaraticn under oath, to the
effect above recited, was received » and this declaration was awuthenticated
under the consular scal and signature : that is to say, the consul gavea
certificate, no¢ that the negroes had been emancipated, nor of any other
event in the case, but solely and simply that the individual, having appeared
before him, had declured those facts. His decluration was received and
certified to. Such, precisely; was the document delivered to him; and, in-
asmuch as the occurrence connected itsell obviously with the slave trade,
it was naturally mentioned by the consul on occasions when the African
traflic (which he might designate as the “ nefarious” traffic, but for the ha-
bitnal caution fn regard to these epithets of zeal, inspired by the disgust
awakened by witnessing their use as a stock in trade) came upon the car-
pet.  Awnoug the persons wilh whom it was thus made a suhject of con-
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versation, was the then judge commissioner, resident here, on the part of
Great B itain.

After the measure of this gentleman’s years of arduous toil in this yellow-
fever atrosphere had been filled, and his own person, as well as his brilliant
entomological collections, had been transferred to the salubrious air of Eng-
land, the consul, upon looking over one of the slave-trade document volumes
of Purliamentary Papers, perceived that the occurrence above related had
been embalmed for the use of some future writer on that interesting branch
of natural history (in the estimation of some, not inferior in interest to ento-
mology itseif) dedicated to the genus Aomo of the mammiferous class. So
mutilated aund altered, however, had this subject become, in the process of
preserving it, that it could never be used in the composition of a work for
rigorously scientific purposes ; and would prove altogether valueless, except
as affording the parent idea for an embellishment to some historical novel
on the slave trade. Of the extent of this alteration, a conception can be
formed only by comparing with the foregoing picture of the original sub-
ject, in its own shape and proportious, the same subject as embalmed in
the collection of facts contained in the ¢ report on the slave trade for 1835,”
trausmitted by “ his Majesty’s commissioners to Viscount Palmerston,” from
“ Huvana, 1st January, 1836 :” :

«ln the spring of lust year, un American agent from Texas purchased,
in the Havana, two hundred and fifty newly imported Africuns, at two
hundred and seventy dollars per head, and carried them away with him
to that district of Mexico ; having first procured, from the American con-
sul here, certificates of their freedom.”

“ Certificutes of their {reedom !” Most accurate “report!” And this is
written by a gentleman whose philosophical habit of precision of thought
and of language would doubtless have been ineffubly shocked at any ama-
teur-entomologist tourist who should have betrayed such looseness in either
respect, as to confound a butterfly maggot of the Trojan with one of the
Greek tribe, or to speak of a Lepidopteron of the Fusicorn family as a
Filicorn. -

With snch a specimen before us of the scrupnlous accuracy of official
“reporters” of slave-trade facts, Mr. Fowell Buxton cannot but be exonera-
ted from all blume for those exaggerations in regard to every particular
connected with the subject, which produce at every page exclamations from
every well-informed reader, but were to be anticipated from any man writing
in his closet, under the smoke canopy of London, with materials of this de-
scription for his reliance.

The purchaser of these slaves appears before the consul, and declares,
under oath, that he has emancipated them on the condition that they shall
serve him for the term of seven years; and that he is about to embark them
for Texas, to be there held under this contract and the laws of Mexico,
which, by their own force, would make the negroes free so soon as they
lauded there. A certificate of the fact, that this declaration has been made,
is given by the consul. "I'wo or three years after, the latter finds that the offi-
cial collector of fucts, stationed here by the British Government, with whom
it had iormed a topic of the same unreserved conversation which would have
been held on the subject with any other gentleman, has, in the course of a
statement, wiitten a year after the occurrence, when the circumstances
relating to the condition of Texas had become materially altered, and
wherein this transportation of Africans from Cuba to that country is repre-
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sented as a branch of the slave-trade—that this official “ reporter” has intro.
duced him (the consul) into the narrative, in the character of a person from
whom this alleged slave-smuggler had ¢ procured” “certificates of their
_ Jreedom :” that is to say, certificates to the fact that the Africans were free !
And this specimen of philosophical precision occurring, too, at Havana, in
~a British commissioner picture of the American consul, at the very period
when, according to subsequent developements, (sece Edinburgh Review for
April, 1838,) Lord Glenelg, his Britannic Majesty’s Secretary for the Col-
onies, was engaged in drawing nice distinctions as a- basis for instructions
to the Governor of British Guiana, charging them that care must be taken
to prevent Africans being imported, (say from the coast of Guinea, distant
fifty or sixty days’ sail from Demerara,) under the order in council permit
ting the importation from India, at more than double the distance, and in
-any quantity in which they could be stowed on board of any craft, the in-
dustrious; the frugal, the delicately shaped, the gentle, the graceful, the re-
fined, the engaging natives of Hindostan'!" Of these rice-eaters (eaters when
philanthropy leaves them any of their rice to eat) who' « have never seen
the sea,” and could not be made “to comprehend the nature of the voy-
age,” ship off, under the British flag, or the Spanish, or the Portuguese, or
any flag you please, to the Mauritius, or to the coast of Surinam, any
quantity that can be kidnapped into an agreement, under which they fancy
themselves about to be taken to “one of the company’s villages.” . Hindoos?
ves! in any quantity. But beware of touching ar African ! The former
- possess, to be sure, a fraction of the title which constitutes the only available
passport to the consideration of the legitimate philanthropy of the hour;
but their title is far from perfect. They have the black skin, but they want
the woolly hair and the flat nose. - They belong to the Caucasian variety
of the hunian species—the highest ; instead of belonging to the Ethiopian
——the lnwest : that race, which, according to the highest of modern authori-
ties; in a British work belonging to the republic of science, and free alike
_from partisan exaggeration and from cant; whether of the Fire-the-faggot or
of the Mawworm type, “has ever remained plunged in barbarism, with no.
higher idea of law than the despotic whim of the reigning chief; with no
written language, nor even a code of hieroglyphies; which, ¢ after centu.
Ties of intercourse with the most enlightened nations, has retained its char-
acter unchanged ;” helding; by univ.rsal consent among naturalists, ¢ the
lowest station among the varieties 'of his species,” and exhibiting in some
of its hordes * the lowest debasement of the human iorm, and the least ca-
pacity for mental improvement.” It was in enjoining upon British gover-
nors the proper discriminations between these two varieties of the species,
that the colvnial office was engaged at London, at the period when the
British agent at Havana for collecting and reporting facts in relation to the
slave-trade was erecting, at. the expense of :he American consul, so stri-
king a monument of the habit of scrupulous accuracy resulting from his
zoological pursuits! = = ' S AR
. Wheu led imto this digression, I -was abont to state, in regard to the par-
ticulur circumstances- of my position at the momeut when your sense of
right impelled you to « respectfully suggest” to me not to omit the dis-
charge of my dury, tuat, althongh those circumstances had never been com-
municated by meé to you, and althongh I had deemed it my duty to repuise
advances from one of you (the judge eommissioner) to make of them a
topic of conversation, yet they were no secret. They had thrown the
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whole port and city into an uproar—producing, among the class of people
particularly sensitive on this subject, a greater commotion than, to my
knowledge, has ever been produced here. This conld not but have been
known to you, even had your perceptions of what is passing around you
been still less lively than they would seem to be; nor could the cause have
been unknown to you. Even had it not formed the subject of town-talk,
there was not a guadano in the harbor who could have refrained from giv-
ing all the particulars to any person understanding Spanish, who should
have taken a seat in the stern of his boat. .

It was the seizure of a vessel and crew in this port, within sight of the
harbormaster’s office, and at an: hour when the quay there is most crowded,
by an armed force from the United States sloop of war Ontario, then lying
in the harbor. The character of the vessel, and the ground of her seizure,
were equally notorious. She was a celebrated slaver belonging to this port,
oue of the fleetest vessels in the world, and the more remarkable from the
not uninteresting historical asseciatigr. attached to her by tradition, that the
vessel upon whose keel and model she was a new structure had been de-
vised ahd built in France, for the express purpose of attempting the deliv-
erance of Napoleon from the friendly guardianship of Sir Hudson Lowe.
This well known vessel had but a short time previously left this port, and
had returned to it under the Aunerican flag, procured by means of .a bill of
sale to the American captain, for the purpose of protecting her, not while
carrying slaves, but while on her voyage to the coast of Africa. This was
known, just as all such things are known here, as a matter of noforiety, but
not as one in regard to which judicial proof could be hoped for. 'The doc-
uments carried by her, however, were of a nature that, in itself, afforded,
in my opinion, sufficient ground for her seizure by a cruiser only. And
owing to the hopelessness of this being accomplished at sea, except under
such extraordinarily favorable circumstances as could [not] be anticipated,
it was done in this port.

The American master who had brought her here was, at the time your
communication was addressed to me, known to the whole city to have been
already some weeks in prison, at my demand. And, not only was the case
of a nature to occasion the more talk, from the accidental notorieties of the
vessel, but there chanced also to be a corresponding circumstance connect-
ed with this captain, who, a native citizen of the United States, and one prob-
ably of very good connexions, was known here to the whole port, and all the
surrounding grog-shops, as a most distinguished and sympathy.exciting
victim of “consular persecution,” under the pretext of protecting against,
and rescuing from, brutal oppression on his part, the black crew whom he
had brought from the Tlnited States.

The seizure of this vessel and crew in this port had been ventured upon,
too, notwithstanding a strong - doubt on my part as to the compatibility of
such a proceeding with the principle of national independence; my respect
for which had been rendered the more lively, and my disposition to avoid
all infringement thereon the more scrupulous, from the anxiety here awa-
kened in me, that, in regard to a helpless nation particularly, the conduct of
a servant of the American people should exhibit the most pointed contrast
to the course of the individuals whom circumstances allowed to act in the
name of those trans-Atlantic brethren of ours, whose noble energies, calcu-
lated, from their own nature, to prove an almost unmixed benefaction to the
whole world, have, to subserve the selfishness of the sordid few whose reign
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of misrule has so nearly reached its end, been converted, for so ‘many fair
portions of man’s globe, into the heaviest curse that weighed upon them,’
- 'With this train of recent events, bringing into such forcible relief to every
eye my disposition in regard both to the black race in questions of justice
between .a black sailor and a white captain, and to the evasion of American
laws againsi the slave trade, your “respectful” suggestion, in regard to a
notorious case, presenting a “flagrant violation of the laws of the United
States,” that I would not omit to perform my duty, possessed in the highest
perfection every element which; had it been made in the purest sincerity,
and been addressed te-a lieutenant or midshipman of the royal navy, placed
~under your special orders, could not have failed to subject you, from every
candid man, to the imputation of either the extremest ahsence of mind, or
the most ungenerous disregard of, the most brutal contempt for, the feeling
of those subjected to the calamitous necessity of holdiny, at least as subordi-
‘nates, or fancied subordinates, official intercourse with you. "After this ¢ re-
spectful” snggestion, comes, as'a finishing flourish, to set it off—¢ The pe.
culiar relationship in which the United States are placed with Great Brit-
ain induces us more anxiously to hope ‘you will participate in the feelings
with which this communication is made.” To this I replied, at the time,
_by a piece of information, which, to my regret, appears to have been thrown
away : That, since the 4th of July, 1776, the only relation in which they
stand to each other is; that of two indépendent nations—enemies in war;
in peace, friends :” that a vital part of national independence consists in the
exclusive execution, no less than the exclusive enactment, by each, of its
own laws ; and it requires, in regard to the one, no less than the other, the
vigorous repulse of.every pretension at foreign interference; and that, if
there be upon earth two nations from whom, above all others, their own
welfare and that of the world demand the most scrupulous regard for, and
punctilious observance of, this principle, these two nations are # the mother
.and the daughter.” . ' B : -
-Iwill now proceed to your second letter, of the 10th of January last, which
was in reply to my answer to your first. Supposing it possible (although
far from probable) that you might have both the ability and the will to put
me in possession of soime matter of evidence, or of some clew thereto—of
something, in fine, which might avail towards the legal establishment of the
fact, and that' your communication, to “make” me *acquainted with - the
report prevalent in this place,” and to “respectfully suggest” to me ¢ such
steps as may lead to.the punishment of such cffenders”—that is to say, *#such
steps” as might “ suggest” themselves to me—might be looked upon as mere
diplomatic verbiage, which, not being intended to have a. meaning, must not
‘be scrutinized for one, but be considered as a professional way of saying
“1 have something to tell you if you will let me.” Supposing all this pos-
sible, though extremely improbable, I determined, for once, to overlook your
impertinence, and see what would come of my encouraging you to open
your budget. Nothing ! not so much asa monse would the mountain yield ;
-and yet 1 made every disposition I could to facilitate the accouchment, and
cheer you to the effort. - In particular, you were reminded of the important
distinction, which, although unprofessional men are apt to overlook it, can-
not but have been rendered familiar by Temple lucubrations and circuit ex-
petience; and their daily contact with which renders gentlemen of the robe
so inhumanly insensible to the weight of rumored facts and notorious facts,
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that, in any coterie of tender-hearted old ladies, would, in the twinkling of
an eye, send the “ horrid wreteh” who has commiitted the rape to the gallows.
_'Of the reality of this distinction, and of the respect paid to it wherever
British law prevails, until ‘British governors are ¢ obliged. to resort to the
strong expedient” of hrushing the incouvenient cobweb away, a stroug ex-
ample is afforded in the Macritius experience of the British' Government,
already quoted from the recent work of Mr, Fowell Buxton.. ' There, al-
thongh the slave trade prevailed “for ten years,” ¢ as plain as the snn at
noon day,” not a single one of these tens of thousands of notorious facts, in
fagrant—flagrant “as the sun at noou-day”—rviolation of the law, could the
Governor get judicially established. ¢ Offenders of this kind” had, by a
“strong expedient,” to be sent “for frial’ on a four months’ voyage.
Examples of the sume kind might be indefinitely multiplied—I mean' of
the kind to illustrate the distinction between notorions facts, and facts in.re-
g{.‘\rd to which judicial proof may be obtained ; not of the kind to illustrate
the “strong expedients” of British governors, although even thése pearls
are not so rare but that, with a demand sufficient to justify the undertaking,
a string or two might, with due industry of research, be obtained. But, of
the former kind, the instances are so profusely scattered in every direction-
among the muliifarious products of the press, that it is no longer necessary
to be.a gentleman of the robe to possess a perception of the truth which they
illustrate. It it be not familiar to any old dame in the United States who
solaces the hours of her sou’s absence by dipping into his Edinburgh Review,
it must be because her thouihts are wandering too much after him, to be
intent upon the meaning of what she reads. How else, than by a clezar and
perfect realization of  this distinetion, can she, for instance, comprehend the
staténients made by Mr. O’Connell; in a House of Commons speech, (Feb-
ruary 14, 1838,) quoied in the Ediuburgh Review for April, 18387 - How
else is'it possible for her to realize the possibility of snch facts in a country
where any thing called a * Government” is in existence ? or in any aggre-
gation whatever of featherless bipeds, with or without government? But
for the aid of this key, she must needs assign these statements. also to that
new class of truths which will be distinguished hereafter as the Danriela,
and the type of which is exhibited in its highest perfection in the famous
Virginia negro-breeding truth. The orator’s theme is the state of thin
among the working classes of Great Britain and Ireland, already alluded to
by me—one feature of which is the thrice-incredible fact. to an American
mind, that the operative in those countries compulsorily pays, not the Der-
rynane tribute-money, (this being peculiar to Erin Mavourneen,) but a far
more considerable share of his weekly earnings, for th- support of—what ?
Why, nothing more than the “ secret commattee of assassination,” that is
bound by oath to make away with him, or, by the efficacy of sulphuric acid
upon his eyes and flesh, to conyert him for life into a loathsome cripple, if,
when Famine shall make his cold hearth her abode, and his wifg and little
-ones her prey, he shall prove so insane as to forget the conditionis on which
alone, in that home of * the genius.of universal emancipation,” he has, prac-
tically speaking, (in contradistinction to legally, theoretically, and orator-
ically,) any right to use the head and hands which God gave him—one of
which conditions is, that he shall not work for a farthing less than ihe price
established by the secret committee ; and another, that he shall not work,
at any price, for any employer whom the committee may have put under
the ban, even although the cause of this measure should be; that said em-
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£loyer, as a reward for a faithful service of *thirty years” in his factory,

1ad granted to the veteran the boon of “taking his sor as an apprentice’
in the same establishment, while the arrangement conflicted with.one of the
laws which the secret committee were bound to enforce, having for its ob.
ject to keep down the number of apprentices, in order that the wages of the
“ skilled workmen” may not be endangered. o

Of the efficacy of the “ sulphuric acid,” which is one of the instruments,
for keeping up the supply, and paying for the use of which upon his own
person, the operative is compelled to contribute a portion of his weekly earn-
ings, the following will afford an idea: it is taken from a certificate, “ob-
tained in the course of judicial investigation,” from James Corkindale, M. D.;
surgeon of the Royal Infirmary at Glasgow. ¢ He (Charles Cairney, a cot-
ton spinner) had, the evening before his admission, got a large quantity of
sulphuric acid dushed in his face by a fellow-workman. The acid was
.spread over the whole right half of his head, from the nose to the nape of
the neck. The effect produced was deep sloughing or mortification, by
which the half of his face and the half of the scalp became an ulcerated sur-
face ; thick patches of mortified parts-falling off in succession. The right
eye was completely destroyed, and the right ear dropped off with the dress.
‘ings, an entire putrid mass. He suffered great pain, and was several times
in danger of his life.. He remained five months in the infirmary, and was
removed to the country because his general health was declininge - Though
the surface is now skinped over, yet the new formed skin is imperfect ; it
often becomes raw, and is so unseemly that he has always one half of his
head and face covered with a handkerchief.” = And this picture, be it borne
in mind, presents the result, not of personal hate—of diabolical revenge in
some demon under the human form—but of the regular operation of the reg-
ular systematic organization into which, for this express purpose, as in their
opinion ‘a necessary means to the end of securing themselves against star-
vation, the British industrious classes have been compelled by the foree of
circumstances! It is not a solitary individual case, sui generis, standing
out by itself, as a counterpart to that world-renowned one of the Italian, who'
was considered to have brought revenge to the highest pitch of perfection
by carrying some of the same liquid about him to squirt it into his enemy’s
‘eyes : it is a mere specimen of a lorge number of the same species, itself
constituting but part of a genus, consisting, according to the Edinburgh Re-
view, of ‘“the innumerable crimes committed by combinations in different
parts of the country.” o E L

Of these O’Connell facts—the Zrish, not the Virginian-—facts whereof
the venue is laid in “ Dublin and other places in Ireland,” and not in those
high-fenced « pens” used by Virginia negro-breeders for constraining indi-
viduals of the two sexes to the conjunction which is abhorrent to their
nature,—the following are specimens, all culled from a single page:

-« This system of combination was carried on by clubs, to which the
workmen were called on to pay three shillings per week.” - «“In the case of
one man, who had worked thirty years in the factory, the employer asked
the man how he could serve him.. The man said he should be greatly
benefited by having his son taken as an apprentice, and that it would be
an act of charity. The boy was so taken; but the workmen turned out
against it, and the boy was withdrawn.” ¢ One man, who had resisted the
turn-out, was assassinaied in the open day, in the presence of twenty per-
sons.
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« This was before the repeal of the combination laws. After that repeal,
the clubs lost much of their power.” . Of which improved state of things,.
the following are specimens—(the elubs no longer having it in their power
“to act as they did Lefore,” and being under the necessity to do * by others
what they did not wish to do by themselves:”) ¢ Four murders were com-
mitted, not by the clubs, but by men whom they paid for that purpose.”
« In Cork, within the last two or three years, no fewer than thirty-seven in-
dividuals had been burnt with vitriol; many of whom were deprived of
sight. These were the results of the acts of the trades clubs.” “In Dublin,
four murders had been cominitted by similar agents.” ¢ The clubs did not
themselves act openly, but they paid agents, whom they called welters.
Those welters attacked any man who was pointed out to them, and mur-
dered him when the opportunity offered.” “ He had strong evidence of the
atrocily of the crimes committed by the welters, whose number amounted to
about six thousand.” ¢ On Thursday last the premises of a timber mer-
chant were set on fire immediately alter his having been served with a no-
tice.” “TheSe men were ready to execite any vengeance, according to
order; and although the trade combinators did not commit actnal offences
themselves, they had always « standing army in the welters” <« A fort-
night previously to this last disgracelul crime, a man and his wife having
died of cholera, the master, in whose employment they had been, with
praiseworthy humanity took two helpless orphans, the children of these
people, as apprentices. The combinators revolted at this, and insisted on
their immediate dischuarge; to which the master was obliged to accede,
hiaving no power to resist their mandate.”

Such are the O’Connell illustrations of the diflerence between flagrant
violations of law, which are notorious; nay, in regard to which even
“ strong evidence” exists, (for Mr. O’Connell says that he—i/e, the Curtius of
the age—has “strong cvidence of the atrocity of the crimes committed” by
this welterian bi-legionary force,) and flagrant violations of law, in regard
to which strong evidence “can be obtained,” or even be used after it is ob-
tained. :

‘These, however, are afforded by the state ot the “operatives” in Ire-
land; and there may be some extraordinary peculiarity in her condition,
which renders it unfair to adduce them in regard to this important differ-
ence, when considered in its gencral bearing upon human affairs. A pecu-
liarity of this nature is, indeed, more than hinted at by Mr. O’Connell, in a
sentence which would have constituted a forcible illustration of the views
that 1 have endeavored to unfold in regard to the cause of the difficulty
attending the execution, upon this stage, of the slave-trade laws. In re-
gard to this regnlarly organized body of nineteenth century ¢ {ree com-
panions”—for the number, “six thousand,” is too high to permit us to
associate with their occupation that idea of mystery which might justify us
in calling them “bravos™—and their regularly organized employers, the
orator says: “'There wasa great difficully in getting evidence against those
parties; for, unfortunately, so little sympathy existed in Treland between
the governcrs and the governed, that it was a matter of great difficulty to get
the law enforced in any case,” Of this sentence the points are so arranged
as to form o logical chain of the St Patrick order; but it presents with
sufficient distinctness, at least for general purposes, the difiiculty of getting
evidence as a cause (or as an effect, if you chose to insist upon taking
¢ fur” in its strict meaning) of the difficulty of getting the law enforced ;

' 6
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.and thé want of sympathy between those who make the law, and those who
are called upon to conform 10 it, as a cnuse for both the recitéd difficulties,
coupling them whichever way-?rou will, - : e
As, therefore, these are only Irish illustrations, it may not be amiss to.con-
template one derived from the recent expetience of British law, upon its own
proper ground—within the ¢«four seas,” which serve, instead of *lowers
“along the steep,” to the ever-glorious little islarid whose grassy ‘vales and
rock-moss glens; so many of us on this side of the Atlantic have uncorisci-
‘ously learned to look towards with feelings of love and pride, as the land of
‘our fathers, and of the fathers of our language. - : ,
For our present object, also, we have to lonk no further thanthe same ar-
ticle in the same number of the Edinburgh Review. A more striking illus-
tration of the important difference in question could not be desired, than that
‘afforded by the casé of attempted murder upon a cotton-spinner named Gra-
ham, in which no fewer than four kired assassins were employed. In this
case, three of the four murderers were arrested, and were, “1n the hollow
“voice of the wounded man himself,” identitzd. They were ¢ defended with
the greatest ability by the first counsel at the bar;” but Kenn was, neverthe.

less,” “unanimously convicted.” . B » .

~ Lafferty and. Orr, however, were convicted only of assault, (though it
afterwards turned out that they were /Zired accomplices to murder.) With
regard, however, to the fact, that these men acted as mere agents in the em-
ploy of the committee of the cotton-spinners’ union, there was © noevidence ;"
and, consequently, ¢ though o one in that part of Scotland had any doubt
that this really was the case, yet there was no proof of it attempted at the

~trial.” . : L S ‘
Such was the judicial result, and to this was the judicial attempt even
restricted, in a case wherein it afterwards appeared that, besides the man
wounded by them, who wasa “ 20d,” (that is to say, a workman who cepart-
ed from the requirements of the committee,) Messrs. Wright, Dunlop, Lind-
_say, and Ewing, were particularly pointed out to them as persons whose
lives should betaken as saon as possible’;” with other details, which are thus

summed up by the Edinburgh Review: - . .

_«ltis now,” (after a lapse of thirtecn years,) ¢ proved by the concurring.
testimony of two witnesses—one of whom was the assassin hired to dis-
charge the pistol, aud the other a member of the secret select commitice, by

" whom the assassins were to be paid—that four men were Aired by the com-
mittee of the association to shoot a nod, by way of striking terror into the
.yest; that the persons engaged in the murder were four in number, and
that they were to get £100 for it ;. that the expense of defending the assas-

- -gins at their trial was borne by that body; that the wives of the transported
assassins were maintained from its tunds, and the one who was sentenced
‘to Bridewell wassent, after his liberation, lo America, at their expense.  This
is proved by the concurring testimony of twe witnesses, at the distance of
thirteen years from each other, and in totally different judicial investiga-

_ tions: the confession of the aussassin emitted recently after his trial, being
buried in the records of the parliamentary committee ; that of Murdoch, the
member of the secret select cominittee, obtained in the courseof the trial
“for another murder perpetrated by a member of the association, in a subse-
quent strike. thirteen years afier.  And, as if to make the proofs of the gnilt

" ‘of the combination still more complete, the association, in the interim, little
dreaming of thie confession of thelr hired assassin, and of the testimony of
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their own secret committee-man, had the hardihood to call a meeting, where
they denied all connexion with the assassination, or knowledge of the per-
sons who had instigated it; bringing forward, in an especial manner, an
individual (Patterson) who denied their participation, but who has since
been proved to have been the very person who was present at the hiring,
and who, by proving it before the secret select commiitee, obtained for one
of the assassins his share of the promised reward.”

No further illustration can be needed, in regard to either the reality of this
difference, or the very marked, nay, absolutely controlling, influence which
it exercises over human affairs in every country where the reign of the thing
called law is established ; and which it must continue to exercise so long as
her Majesty shall not be deposed to make room for that Ashantee equivalent
of “strong cxpedients,” the strong predilection for, and exclusive use of
which, has been particularly noticed by modern naturalists as constituting
an essential part of the moral characteristic of the Ethiopian variety of the
human, species. .

That the materials whereof you might be in possession, for a reply to an
encouraging answer to your first communication, would prove such as to
show that you were not altogether unmindful of this important difference, I
deemed, as I have above stated, not altogether impossible ; and, therefore, I
determined to overlook, for this once, the considerations that forbade my re-
cognising you as fit objects of official intercourse, and to give you the ofpor-
tunity to tell me all you might have to reveal.

The event correspouded with the strong probabilities which the case pre-
sented. The supposed possibility which I had made the basis of my calcula-
tion, tnrned out to be an entirely imaginary quantity ; and my condescension
to have been altogether thrown away. Not even a mouse, as I before ob-
served, did the mountain bring forth. Nothing so tangible even as a vapor,
did the rumbling herald. With a proper apparatus,and due promptness, even
-a smoke might have been caught. But nothing came. The rumbling re-
newed itself; and lo ! [ was as empty-handed as before : for, unhappily, sound
is a thing that modern science has not yet taught us to make a preserve of.

Throwing open the door to you as wide as it was nossible to turn it, I
begged you to bring in “ all the information of any kind, regarding persous,
occurrences,or things,calculuted to be of use to the Government of the United
States, in regard to the ship Venus, or any matter connected with her ;" and
lest this should be decmed so general as to be somewhat vague, 1 particular-
ized as points in regard to which any thing in the shape of evidence, or a
clew to evidence, wonld be most acceptable, the two facts—that she had
“ taken in a cargo of negroes whilst under the American flag; and that there
are several American citizens implicated in this violation of our laws.”

To this, you “ beg to say that we have already communicated as much
of the information w. possessed as we felt ourselves at liberty to do.”  And
what was the amount o “information” that had been thus “commnnicat-
ed” by vou? Why, ¢ the reporT prevalent in this place ”

But i yoar letter contained nothing in the nature of evidence or informa.
tion, this was not the only particular in which it corresponded to its fore-
runner; for, like it, it proved to be a cornucopia of o her things,

First came the ground for conjecture ; which, though you did not feel
yourselves at liberty to go the length of giving me information, was so cou-
siderately and charitably attached to your reluctant deuial of what 1 asked
for—a denial which, while it fullilled the duty that forbade your actually un-
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Jocking the casket to me, generously went as near (o a violation of it as
honor would allow; being so managed, as, by rattling the contents in my
ear, to give me the assurance that it was not empty. Although you could
not give me any more information, you so contrived your denial as to let
me into the cause of it. It was not that, from having already given me ali,
you had no more to give. The loaf was not all disposed of ; but you were
not “ at liberty” to favor me with another slice. '

This, althongh kindly meant, proved but one of the daily occurring in-
stances of injudicious charity ; for its only effect was to throw me into per-
plexity. First, there was the possibility that this form of speech had been
inadvertently used by you, as a diplomatic mode of saying merely that you
could not give me any more information, without any intention to intimate
that nevertheless you had possessed yourselves of a further supply. Then
came up to the support of this conjecture the extreme improbability, resuh-
ing from the whole state of the case here in regard to the slave-trade, your
means of information included, (so far as these could be judged of, either
from my personal knowledge of persons and things, or from comparisons
between the information contained in your published communications to-
Government, and that contained in the current reports of every day,) thatit
could be in your power to add a particle fo the “report prevalent in this
plage.” or to give me the slightest available clew to evidence. On the other
hand, against the adoption ol this conjecture, the maunifest meaning of the
sentence recurred; tending to preclude the supposition that it could have
been written in any other design than to convey that meaning. And in cor-
roburation of the propriety of thus supposing you to mean what you said,
came the not improbable conjecture, that, however aceurate and f{ull your
information wight he on any matter connected with the slave-trade, it must
have been received under the seal of secrecy, and he now bound up by vour
pledge, express or plainly implied, not to bring your informant into ditlicul-
ty. In regard to the necessity of faithinlly adhering to this pledge, and-
cautiously avoiding to expose ‘any one who might ot any occasicn have
deemed “it right to make you acquainted with the report prevalent in this
place,” to heing called upon by the authorities as a witness, or becoming
kuown to the public as one who assimed the responsibility of interfering in
the business, except for the innocent purpose of making people “acquainted
with the report prevalent in this place ;”—in regard to this duty, there was
likewise a strong probability of your being adeguately impressed. It was
possible even that you might have heard tell of the angry feeling; rising to
opeu threats rung in his own ears, at that very period “prevalent in thig
place” agzainst the American consul, {or the conrse pursued by him in regard
to the vessel alrecady mentioned : a feeling which. as it had a real practical
inconvenience, and the frustration of very extensive plans for its basis, rose
to a pitch deemed by some to be not altogether void of danzer ; althongh
counteracted by the sentiment of justice awukened towards a foreign oflicer,
who was seen to have parsued a very plain line of duty, restricted entirel
to hisown flag, without the least pretension on his part to interferc with any
other, Buat, although youn might not he < acquainted with” this # report pre-
valent here, you could not hut be supposed to be perfectly familiar with
this aspect of the subjeet ; and, being no donbt readers of the tdinhureh Re-
view, you had probably had your impressions in regard to it very recently
refreshied by a passage so strikiugly to the point, and so highly calculated to
produce that effect, as the following pictare of the difliculty experienced in
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that country, whose claims to be considered as empliatically the land.of law-
.are so generally conceded, in regard to procuring witnesses on the subject of
. secret committee of assassination proceedings, in regard to protecting their
lives after they are procured, and in regard to the requisite (merely “ ezile.
Jor life”) to their personal safety, after their evidence is given.

. % The proceedings at the late trial have rendered it too clear that the ac-

count of these combinations, given thirteen years ago, still applies to them.
It is suflicient to observe, that in that trial  the prisoners were charged with
eleven different crimes committed during the continuance of a strike—in-
«cluding the murder of a spinuer on the streets of Glasgow, and two attempts
‘at fire-raising ; and 'that, althongh the evidence, in the opinion of the jury,
failed to connect the prisoners with the more aggravated of these charges,
vet they were all fully proved to have been committed by some person con-
.nected with, and in the interest of, the eombination. o SR
“ When such powerful means of intimidation are at the command of; and
unscrupulously used by, the ruling committees of trades unions, it will not
appear surprisiug thatthe most unhounded terror should prevail among the
workmen who find themselves exposed to the assaults or violence of these
formidable conspiracies.” - This, accordingly, is one of the most remarkable
features of the case ; and the one which is most alarming, both in a meral
and legal point of view. It was stated on oath by the sheriff of Lanark-
shire, at the late trial, ¢ that-it was with the utmost difficuliy that. witnesses
could be got to come forward to give evidence .against the combination ;
and that hewas obligred to meet them in the night, at different obscure places,
in order 1o take their depositions ; and that as seon as these were deliver-
ed, the witnesses were, at their own request, put in jail, to protect them from
violenc - . in which five of them lay for five wnonths, till the trial éame on.
They rcuired to be assured of protection by the court, in the strongest and
most soleinin- manner, before they could be drought to speak out ; and the
result hus heen, that they must all be sent into exile for life, as noue of them
could remain with safely in this country.” : .
Such proved to be the ocean of conjecture into which I was launched,
to be tossed about from one wave to another, by the mistaken though kind-
ly-meant gnalification of your denial of my request for information, '
T'o nke up for the lack of this object of my desire, you renewed your
present-of an article of which 1 was not particularly in want. Close tipon
the heels of your denial of the former, comes a largess of new # respecttul”
suggestions—or, more properly speaking, reproachfinl suggestions ; forin
this shape do they present themselves this time : thus furnishing a coatinu-
ation of that chain of iilustrations, commenced in vour first letter, of the
danger, already rémarked upon by me with. reference to it, which atteads
the first step in such a proceeding s yours. * Your first. letter begins only
in the design to make me acquainted with a report; then comes a * respect-
ful” suggestion ; and now, at the very beginning, as it were, of your second
{etter, come suggestions, not of what I ought to do, but of what I ought o
have done. . o : . L e N
‘Bowing, as in duty-bound, to censure cast by so legitimate a band, T am
nevertheless internaliy upheld by the secret consciousnessthat the step which
T am thus charged with having oniitted could not have been taken, even
had my post been occupied by one more worthy of acting under your di-
Tections. _ o B o _ v
The step thus retrospectively suggested by you, in connexion with the
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hope which; spontaneously kindled in your enthusiastic bosom, had expiredt
in the cold presence of my inglorious inaction, was an  immediate inves-
tigation ;” which investigation, more definitely expressed, meant an “ ez-
amination of the log-book and crew ;” and this examination was to be ef-
fected by me, in one of two ways, to wit: either “tirough the Captain.
Geeneral of theislaund,” or “by” my “own authority, and the intervention
of the commander of the American vessel of war now in the harbor.”

All very simple and obvious! Quite after the fashion of the new Joe
Miller instruction for filling a vessel to move by steam:—Big boiler in the in-
side, two big wheels on the outside ; fit them together “ by the intervention
of” certain pistons, &ec., &ec. ; kindle a fire under the boiler; and away she

oes. Had this process for obtaining evidence against a slaver but been
imparted to the world in time for the use of the Governor of Mauritius, he
might have been induced thereby to flatter himself awhile longer than the
“ten years” during which the slave-trade prevailed under his nose, “as
plain as the sun at poon-day,” that he might accomplish something, stop-
ping short of the « strong expedient” of the Ashantee variety. But beauti-
fully simple as the thing may appear upon paper, it would, like so many
other instructions that have been drawn up, beginning with the celebrated:
pinch-of salt method of fowling, prove, upon trial, to be of no practical
value, owing to the want of sufliciently precise directions for the various
intervening processes which are to establish the connexion between those
preseribed by the instructor. ‘

In the present case : how, for instance, was the boy to get near enough to
the bird to deposite the salt upoa its tail? How was the consul to get hold:
«.of the log-hook and crew,” or of either of them ? '

Why, nothing simpler. There were two several processes, either of which.
could not fail : one is defined as * through the Captain General ;” the other
as % by the consul’'s own authority, and the intervention of the commander
of the American vessel of war.”

Of these two processes, let us pursue the details, step by step ; this being:
the only way to ascertain whether any process can work at all in practice.
We will begin with the last defined.

Supposing the jurisdiction of the American consul to be absoluté in r2-
gard to every vessel entering the port of Havana under the American dag,.
1t must evidently be restricted to them. As an officer, he has no right to
set foot on hoard of another. The second process presupposes, therefore,
that any vessel to which it may be proposed to apply it, has entered the
port under the American flag. Had the “ Venus” done so, the course of
the consul would have been so plaiu, that perhaps no suggestions froin his
Britannic Majesty’s commissioners would have been requisite to malke him
enter upon it. Buat what was the fact in regard to her flag? "T'he possi-
bility of his doing this was so obvious to those concerned, that, had his
Britannic Majesty’s commissioners brought with them to this place the bet-
ting propensity, (which is said to be even morc coimmon among their coun-
trymen than it is among those of the consul,) they would have experienced:
no diffienlty whatever in obtaining a wager, at any odds, that the “ Yenus”
would nof return to this port under the American flag. And so it happen-
ed; as,indeed, it was positively known—just as well known, and just as
soon, as the fuct of her return to this coast—that it would happen. It was
known that she had returned under the Portuguese flag, and under the
name of © Duquesa de Braganza.? By a strange fatality, too, as if it had
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been fated that no circumstance should be wanting which could possibly
enhance the flagrancy of both the absurdity and the disingenuousness of
this proceeding on the part of the British commissioners, one of them (the
judge commissioner) happening to have honored the consul with a visit at
his office, at the same time that he was receiving one from a British mer-
chant (Mr. Morrison) of this city, (which time was about eight hours prior
to the delivery of their first communication on the subject,) the latter men-
tioned the fact of the Venus having returned to this coast under the Portu-
guese flag, and also hernew name. The effsct produced by this disclosure
upon the judge commissioner proved it to be an altogether unexpected and
unwelcome one—a most vexatious slip of the tongue, on a subject upon
which they had been conversing ; and the feelings of awkwardness into an
exhibition of which the surprise betrayed him, were but rendered the more
distressingly potent by the mode adopted to conceal them. .

This fact of the change of flag was & priori so extremely probable, from
every circumstance bearing upon the question, that, in the opposite scale,
. nothing existed but the merest possibility—such as would not weigh a fea-
ther in the conduct of any man upon any sabject. Unaccustomed as he s,
however, to rely, even in a case affording a presumption of this sort, upon
one hearsay merely, when opportunities exist for further inquiry, the con-
sul availed himself of these ; and the result was, to satisfy his mind as com-
pletely in regard to the fact of a change of flag, as in regard to that of the
identity of the vessel. That the Venus was now under the Portuguese flag,
and called Duquesa de Braganza, was not a bit less generally or less surely-
known, thanthat the Venus had got back from Africa. Officially speaking,.
however, there yet remained a possibility—for the contrary had not been.
officially ascertained—that the vessel was still under the American flag, and
had been reported as American to the boarding officers. As she had enter-
ed in the night, this was the only way in which her national character could
have been disclosed. In an unofficial way, this object presented no diffi-
culty whatever. It was the simplest thing in the world to ask at the cap--
tain of the port’s, and to receive the answer; which proved to correspond’
with the report, as it was sure to do. Still, this was not officially ascertain-
ing the fact; and it was desirable that I should do so. But how was it to-
be done? Why, nothing simpler, you will think. A letter to the Captain
General, demanding to know under what flag the Venus had returned to
this port! i

To this course, obvious as it may appear, there were, however, several
objections. In the first place, it would, to this extent, have confounded the
American consul with the British commissioners, in regard to the very par-
ticular in which he desired to keep himself in the most pointed contrast to
them. I had been sent here, and recognised here, to act in regard to Ameri-
can vessels; but not to catechise the authorities in regard to any others—to
a ship, for instazce, which, for aught I knew or could know, (bearing in
mind the important distinction which I have taken so much pains to illus-
trate, between notoriety and judicial proof,) might be enveloped in some
vitally important state mystery. Had I written sucli a jetter, and had it
been replied to by the request that I would point out the provision or the
principle which authorizes a consul to exercise a surveillance over any
other vessels than those which show his flag, 1 should have been no less
embarrassed than it would have chanced 1o your predecessors to be, had I
inquired of them, on a certain occasion, how it had come to pass that the
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proceedings of ‘American vessels had got under the ‘surveillance of British
<commissioners; o as to render it their'duty to ¢ report to his Majesty’s Gov-
ernment” (advising fhe American consal of 'such report) any infractions or
evasions actually comeitted. by those vessels, or supposed to . be so, against
the Iaws of their country. In the second place, supposing this objection not
to-exist, or the Captain Gencral to prove so indulgent as to overlook'it;
there lay a practical difficulty, which could not fail to arrest me at the very
first step : for it is not easy to see how his law-advisers could have failed to
point out to him the necessity of proceeding regunlarly to work in the mat-
ter,"and precluding all mistake, by requesting me to designate the vessel to
which I referred under the name Venus, and to-indicate to him the wit-
nesses who could establish her identity with the Venus that had sailed from
this port under the American flag.- In other words, what ground had I for
asserting that the ship which had been reported to the boarding officers as
the Portuguese Duguesa de Braganza, was the same American Venus that
had been the talk and the admiration of the whole port- a feww months pre-
viously ? Supposing. this balk to have been effectually surmounted § it must
still be apparent, (to any gentleman of the robe, particularly,) that so inter-
minable a succession of mountains lay behind, that- the only consequence
of my getting over the first would  be to render the difficulty. of retreat the
more remarkable. But it is needless to enter upon the consideration of
these, seeing that the first balk could not be got over. And to this iruth,
you, gentlemen; could not have failed to advert, had not your. attention been
so engrossed, as it is known to be, by “ objects.too high,” and # convictions
of rectitude too strong, to allow” any share of it -to be thrown away upon
things so_grovelling, and considerations so mundane. Had every effort
been made to establish judicially the mere identity between the Venus and
the Duquesa de Braganza; and had the Captain General lent himself to
the task with all the ardor that commissioner-zeal could desire, what would
bave been the result? Utter discownfiture; unnless, indeed, the parties in-
tere-ted should have seen clearly that they could safely venture to indulge
in a little sport—just as the Venus was said to have done with the British
cruisers that chased her on the coast of Africa, by taking in sail tolet them
come up a little, now and then. Without such a prospect before them, they
“would not have allowed so much as the identity of the vessel to be estab-
lished. You felt sure of it ; so did I.  But not small would have been my
embarrassment, had I been called upon. to produce a good specific reason,
or a good corporeal witness, to. establish it.  Such 'a request would have
placed me in a position even more critical than that in which your prede-
- cessors found themselves some years ago, after making the Captain Gene-
ral “aequainted” with the ¢ report” ‘about the Texon slave:itrade: for 1
should have had neither judicial incompatibility nor dignity to mount upon;
nor so much even as. the pretence to creep behind, that this was calling
upon me “to bring before or prosecute in Spanish courts of justice delin-
quents against Spanish Jaws.” Nor would the result bave been very bril-
liant, bad I, in my strait, essayed to call you down from your transcenden-
tal cortemplations, Ly imploring you to-supply me with a witness. How-
ever wide my invocation might have awakened you to terrestrial realities,
the only one that it would have heen in your power to discern, germain to
the question, would have been the fact, corresponding to that whereon rest-
ed the outh which, we have seen, was taken no longer ago than last year,
by the Lanarkshire sheriff, ¢ that it was with the utmost difficulty that wit-
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nesses could be got to come forward to give evidence.” 1If; indeed, my
power had been such as to enable me to assure them, * in the strongest and
most solemn manner,” of protecliot within the walls of a strong jail, so long
as their testimony should be wanted here; that not more than five or six
months of this state of safety should elapse before the commencement of
the trial ; and that, so soon as this should be brought to a close, they should
« gl be sent inte exile for life, as none of them could remain with safety in
this country; —had it been in my power to give all these assurances, it
is not impossible that a witness or two inight have been “ brought to speak
out.” But, even if my power had been adequate to the fulfilment of all
these conditions,I am not certain (so liable am I to tronllesome dubitations—
all arising, no doubt, froin my imperfect American edu.cation) that it would
have seemed to me altogether reconcileable with received (perhaps, at this
moment, exploded) axioms in penal jurisprudence. I do not see under
what aspect such a mode of procuring witnesses against a man’s life could
be considered, so that it should seem beyond the ground covered by the
prohibition of bribery as a weans to such an eud. To procure withesses
by the promise to keep them in jail for an indefinite number of months, and
at the end of this keeping to send them ¢ in exile for life”—all for the pur-
pose of making their lives safe; and all, no doubt, at public expense!—in
what light can it appear to be any thing else than a bribe? This proceed-
ing does certainly, to_me, appear to belong to the cluss of “strong expedi-
ents:” and although I do not by any means deny that the necessity of the
case is rendered strong enough to fully justify it by the present state of
things in the island of Great Britaiu, I am not satistied that 1 could have
recouciled it to myself to acopt it upon this theatre,

" [t is clear, then, that even this little point—the official ascertainment of
the absolute truth'in regard to the possibility that the Venus hod returned
as Venus still, and not as a terrestrial Duchess—was of a nature to present a
difficulty not altogether beneath notice. As American consul, I could net,
by my “own authority,” whether exercised directly and alone, or conjoint-
ly with and through “ the intervention of the commander of the American
vessel of war,” advance any pretension to engage in an *examination of
the log-book and crew,” until 1 had previously ascerlained the fact, that,
whetber Venus,or Hecate, she was uuder the American flag. Had ! gone
on board on any such errand, 1 shonld have most richly earned the recep-
tion which, ot two occasious inn this port, when an Awmerican ship-master
came to ask my advice in regard to n threatened visit from o British man-
of-war to take out one of his men, I have enjoined it nupon him to bestow
upon the commanding officer of the party, to wit: to forbid his setting foot
on his deck ; and if he persisted, then to knock him down, and to go on
knocking down until he should have cleared his deck or been overpowered;
and, in this latter case, to huul down his flag and come to me. Which in-
junction, allow me to add, was given, not throngh any hostile {eeling—for
1 could most cordially have extended my hand to the oflicer at the very
moment of despatching the captain in all haste to defend his ship; but be-
cause ! was persuaded (and am still) that one such practical illustration from
a Yaukee hand, of the American notion of national independence, would be
of greater service in attracting to the subject the attention of the whole
world, and in fixing it upon its proper basis, so that, forever after, nota mid-
shipman in any vessel of the royal navy that floats but would be required
to understand 1t thoroughly before he was intrusted with the command of
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a gig—than all the editions of Grotius and Vattell that all the press could
seng(llgfenh. Most richly, therefore, would I have earned a knocking down,.
had 1 procezded on board the incognita, to inspect her log book—unless, in-
deed, I had ascended her side prepared to make a. polite retiring bow upon,
‘being informed (as any man and every man on the wharf would have told:
me 1 should be) that she was not an American vessel. And, had I gone
alongside to make the inquiry before ascending, the sailors might have taken
into their heads to talk Portuguese at me, which I do not understand ; or
they might have asked me, in some language which I do understand, why
1 had not made the inquiry at the captain of the port’s, and so saved boat-
hire. The difficnlty that presented itself to my addressing him, or n:'{
other of the authorities, on the subject of this vessel, has already been stated.
Upon reflection, however, a mode occurred of effecting the object indirectly,
and by a course which should bear no resemblance to British commission-
-er proceedings; which was, to address a note to Don Juan de Montano,
post captain in-the royal navy, and captain of the port of Havana, request-
ing him to communicate to me the name and class of every vessel reported
to him, or to any boarding officer under his command, as anAmerican ves-
sel—that is, as navigating under the flag of the United States—which had
entered port during a period which was so defined as to embrace the two
days prior and the two days subsequent to the night on which the Duquesa
de Braganza was known to have arrived; and thus effected my object, with--
out advancing any pretension to obtrude myself upon the authorities for
recognition as an accredited spy upon the movement of the port, or act in
‘any other capacity than that in which it clearly belonged to me to act—as
American consul. o S o
Upon examination, therefore, the first of the two processes laid down by
you for accomplishing the « examination of the log-book and crew,”although
it be ‘evidently an ingenious one, proves not altogether suited to practical
use. Like tail-salting, it is a beautiful abstraction ; but the vulgar proper-
ties of organized matter forbid its application. With regard to the other of
the two processes—that “ through the Captain General”—it would be su-
perfluous to enter here into a labored examination of its practical merits ;.
seeing that, while considering the applicability of the one that was to pro-
ceed by my own. authority, we were led to the necessity of my having re-
course to the Captain General, and perceived what the result ‘would ks, it
cannot be necessary to point out the mode in' which the same result would
follow from a dependence of exactly the sume nature, only more entire,
upon the same fusctionary. ‘ ‘ ‘ : '
“Let us now resume the consideration of your letter. . In addition to this
reproachful suggestion of—1st. what I ought to have done, to wit: accom-
plish the “examination of the log-book and crew ;” and, 2dly, the two-
processes whereby it might have been done ;. yon favor me with the speci-.
fication of three several points, in regard to which the said examination
«counld not have failed to elicit” much better information' than any you
“ could be expected to divuige.” . _ S :
‘This part of your letter is proof against criticism. . The proposition is a
most logical deduction from the premises;. gnuite as truly so, and quite as
practically applicable, as the antique truth of Greek geometry—that if he-
had only been provided with a fulcrum firm enough, and a lever strong

enough and long enough, Archimedes might have Tifted up the earth; or,.
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as the comparatively modern discovery of French zoology—that “if my aunt
- had been born a male, she could not have failed to be my uncle.,”? .=~ -
~ Your specification of these three heads  of inquiry closes with a statement.
. of reasons for believing that the ship’s articles had provided that she should
go to Bahia, and that she had never been there. - After which, comes your
« fear” that, whether transferred or not to any other flag, * it is indisputable
“that a gross abuse has been practised of the American flag.” o :
The only remark which I shall make upon this point, is, that if you only
feared that such an abuse had been practised, circumstantial evidence has.
less power upon your minds than it has upon mine.. 1 had'no doubt what-
ever, upon the subject ; 'no more than Mr. Daniel (’Connell had, that *a
gross abuse had been practised” of the right to walk the streets, in the case
of the man who, “ for agreeing to work at a lower rate of wages, was assas-
sinated in the open day, in the presence of twenty persons.” ' But, cui bono 2
'I'o judge from the way your last head of inquiry is put, and your remarks
thereon, it -would seem that you were under the iipression that if the ship
had cleared for Bahia, a sale or transfer could lawfully have taken place
there only ; anid as she could not have been to Bahia, she consequently
conld not have been lawfully sold, nor have been divested of her American
character. Supposing all this, premises as wellas conclusion, to be true :
where were the means judicially to establish the mere identity of the véssel
even—the mere fact that this vessel, which had just .entered the: port. of
Havana, was the same vessel which had sailed from it about four months
before?  But where is it written that the sale or transfer of a vessel cannot.
lawfully take place at sea ? S Co - e
- To my great relief, I now find myself so near the end of-my toilsome
journey—a most -dusty and- weary way it has proved —as the closing para-
raph of this, your second and penultimate communication. It opens, too,
In a tone that was quite exhilirating to hear; affording, as it did, encourage-
ment to suppose that you had been refreshing your minds by a dip into the-
fountains of the law : “ 1t is certainly no part of our duties at this place to-
take any steps to vindicate such a violation of your laws.” Nothing, cer-
tainly, could have been better conceived or expressed, barring a few super-
fluous words—e. g., “at this place,” and “such a.” Striking these out, and
substituting any in the place of the latter, so as to make it read, it is cer-
tainly no part of our duties to take any steps to vindicate any violation of
your laws,” the proposition would seem not unworthy to have been extract-
ed almost verbatim from the note-book of the most attentive listenerto Mack-
intesh’s Lectures on the Law of Nations. “Judge, then, my disappoint-
ment at perceiving that, instead of- a full stop at “laws,” there. was not so-
much as a comma ; and that, in the very same breath, you went on, “nor
have we any wish to interfere in any like cases, further than arises froman
anxiety 'to put an end to all such nefarious infringements of the rights of
humanity.” L R T
~ If the art of diplomatic writing has been truly defined as the art of cov-.
‘ering paper with sentences that, collectively, shall amount to nothing ; and.
if that assemblage of words can be said to amount to nothing, in which
the meaning of the latter half (so far as meaning can be found to it) is di-
rectly the reverse of that of the first, what a perfect specimen of the art have-
we here!” A single sentence, comprising within.its modest sphere two speci-
mens of perfection : beginning with a proposition worthy of the luminous.
mind of Mackintosh ; and this proposition run into another so skilfully, that
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no:mark is-left.at the line of junction ;- and thé whole taken together, is a
production worthy of being :the.¢ couronne”: prize production of the first
¢ éleve” of the most eminent professor that-ever delivered a “cours de style
diplomatique !” P A
- ¥ou begin by making me.believe that you have been brought to your
senses, and beeome sensible that you have nothing:to do with the execution’
of American laws. - Not content with offering me this assurance as to your
-actual state of mind on the subject, you goon to present me with something
else—in the shape of n sort of consequence from it, in regard to your future
conduct; which,-of course, I took for granted, was to be in harmony with
this beginning of the sentence-—that s to say, in contrast with your previous.
conduct.. Give the beginning of this sentence, down to the word “ nor,” inclu-.
sive, to-any man in the world, save a professor of “ style diplomatigue,” and
ask him what must logically follow after « nor.” What will be his answer.2
‘Why, ¢ nor’<—shall we advance hereafter any pretension to do so. Accord-
ing to the rules of logic, this was the inevitable termination of the sentence.
But:what was the appendage to this “nor,” furnished by your guide-book
-on diplomatic style? Why, that you had not ¢ any wish”—(usedas synony-
mous with purpose, as appears from the sequel)—you had not # any wish to
interfere in any like cases, further than” a certain extent! Aund what was
this field, to which your interference was thus graciously to be restricted ?
‘Why, it was to extend no further than your “anxiety to put an.eud to all-
_such nefarious infringements of the rights of humanity.,”. And having thus
defined your sphere of action, you add, as a discouragement to.any further
refusal on my part to recognise your right to.gambol in it ad libitum, that
“ our objects are too high,and our conviction of their rectitude too strong, to
allow us to be turned from our course by taunts of any kind.? .~
- But for the principle involved, this liniitation of the field of your preten-
“ sien, conld it but have been accompanied by the certitude that it would be
bona fide observed by you, world have been so satisfactory as to command
‘my acquiescence. With such an ussurance attached, the:pretension would, to
all practical intents, prove identical with no pretension at all ; and could it
- but have been thus accompanied, the principle alone woutd have been in
the way of my desire to prove complacent on the occasion.  But the stub-
born case would not change its nature, to accommodate my wishes; and-
,thig stood both "the principle and the uncertainty, as insurmountable bars
tothem. = = : . .
_ 'The former difficulty has already been sufficiently expatiated upon. The
latter merits also a cousideration .of its particular. nature and . properties.
"The one belongs to the law of nations; the other is of a less abstract and
more practical type. Your “anxiety to put an end to all such nefarious.
infringements of the rights of humanity ;” this was to be the limit of your
interference. - Thus far, and no farther. Consequently, if therc was no
such anxiety, there was to be no such. interference. This wasto be the
bargain. Who will doubt—that is, understanding by © anziety,” something
heartfelt, something which impels one pot ¢ to.the corners of the ‘streets
that he may be seen of men,” but to ¢ shui ine door,” that he may meditate
-effectually on the mission to which he is called—who will doubt that, ta-
king “anzxiety” to mean this, I might, without risk of any practical infrac-
tion of the principle which forbade your interference, consent to your in-
terfering, as far as “ anxiety” would carry you ? N o
. If there were any such doubter nmong those who might have followed
-me thus far, the following might, perhaps, be attended with the effect of suf-
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ficiently corroborating previous impressions to convert the doubt into con-
viction.

“ The Factory Child,

“Yes, our littie factory girl is nine years old : she is no longer a child;
she is a dwarfed woman. Her infancy was passed in pining, puling want:
from the first almost an untended thing—Ieft days and days alone: the
mother denied the enjoyment of maternal sympathies by sharpest penury,
(the fiend that, at the hearths of the poor, now chills, now blights, and now
makes stony-hard the human heart,) by keen necessity of out-door toil for
the infant mouth at home. God knows how the child learned to walk.
A short time, and another baby engrosses the few hours (nay, half-hours)
stolen from work to lavish on the last born; and then, another helpless
squalid thing ; and then, another; and then, our little factory girl becomes
anurse; and, at six years old, hugs in her lean arms her half-naked tatter-
demalion brother. She has not strength to carry him, meagre as he is; but
shuflles and stumbles with him along the street: and now she sits in door-
ways: and now in lanes and alleys her infant mind receives the seeds of
future things—if things of goodness, a blessed chance; if otherwise, the
unthinking virtuous throw up their eyes and marvel at the wrong! And
thus the child passes her first nine years of infant life. 'What an infancy!
Lean and withered, and careworn ! (yes, careworn !) her baby-countenance
made duifl and colorless, by the miserable aspects everywhere surrounding
hier, she seems as if she had never been younger; nay, more, that years
could hardly make her look more old: there is within her face of baby-
hood, so deep a stamp of sad maturity, All the better yearnings of the
heart—the peace, the sportiveness, born and abounding at the hearths of’
competence—what has she known of these ? Life to her has been a joyless,
selfish, hiungry, peevish thing. Her home has been the home of grinding
want. At her fireside, man, the lord of creation, has been a serf to the
lowest necessities, and not always a silent and unrepining one. How often
is the brutal husband and the reckless father the horrid handiwork of mis-
ery alone! Of all the violence, the cruelty, inflicted on each other, by the
miserably poor, how much of it is but the wild outburst of intolerable self-
snffering!  And our little factory girl has scen this; and the shadow of
the evil has fallen upon her-face. .

¢ Let us, however, accompany the child to the factory. - What a bitter
season! how the wind howls! with what a dash the sleet is flung against
the windows ! the earth is {frozen hard as iron; and the wind ents blight-
ingly ! snow is on the ground. It is five o’clock on a January morning:
the child is up; and, with its scanty covering pulled about it, descends
shivering, to the street. Poor little wench! her blood is frozen under her
very finger-nails ! her foot too (for her shoes have been patched past further
patching, and yawn in half a dozen places) is galled with a nasty chilblain,
and she limps most painfully.  Her father, bound to the same factory, lifts
her upon his back ; and, checking an oath, groans from between his teeth.
The girl is nine years old ; and half clad,in a desolating January morning,
is carried—through cold and darkness carried to work !

#The girl is now in the factory. F'rom this moment her childhood utterly
ceases : she is bonds-woman to all the cares of .mature life: nine hours
a day is her allotted time for work ; the remainder of the twenty-four hours
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-to: be passed—in what? In the sports of youth? in the happy, artless recre-
ations of children, to whom even the consciousness of existence is, at times,
a source of the keenest pleasure? An hour and a half is given to break-
fast and dinner ; and when we remember the wages earned by the factory
irl, (sometimes as much as 4s. 6d. per week,) and the costliness of the
luxury of bread, an hour and a half for two meals is surely time sufficient:
they might, we have no doubt, be eaten (ay, both) in half the allotted time.
There yetremain many hours—hours for what? for the merest rudimentsof .
education. - After nine honrs’ unceasing labor in the cotton factory, how
-<lastic the mind ! how apt for instruction ! how strong to pore over a book!
how fitted to receive any impressions that shall raise its possessor a degree
above the beast slaughtered for the shambles! -The factory girl returns
home ; and what can she do but sleep? what should she do. but seek cb-
livion from the noise, the racking noise of engines, the hell of sounds
-which she has all day suffered ? Who would keep her one half hour from
her miserable bed? £ Who would lessen the blessings of sleep, since sleep
jmay sometimes bring to her at least dreams of quiet visions of happiness ?
‘What to her are reading and writing ? Let her quaff forgetfulness.” :

_:Such is the picture sent to-us on this side of the Atlantic by an English
painter ! Wretched little mortal ! * Shocking and revolting as is the bare
thought of such a metamorphosis; horribly impious as would seem to he.
such a desecration of. the noblest of God's works upon this earth, as the
transformation of the litile blue-eyed, flaxen-haired maiden, with her “ex-
panded forehead, large and elevated cranium,” the future seat of thatinscru-
table movement which shall prove that in “this race ” the moral feelings
and intellectual powers have been developed in the highest degree of per-
fection which human nature has ever exhibited, “ into a being with a black
skin,” hair short, black, and woolly ; skull compressed on the sides, and
<longated towards the front ; forehead low, narrow, and slanting ; “of that
variety-of ‘the species which ¢ it is fully granted * holds the lowest station ;"-~
altogether ineffable as must be the disgust awakened by such a proposal,
who that can dispassionately exercise his reason on the subject, will fail to
be convinced that to snatch her from such a doom as awaits the English
factory child, this metamorphosis (beastly as it might be) would be a work of
mercy ?  Who shall deny that he would be doing-a good act, who (could
‘nothing else be done for her) should place her as a little woolly-headed
Ethiop on the coast of Guinea, ready to be embarked in a slaver ; and thus
bless this living thing with a chance, on the one hand, of a speedy deliver-
ance from this earthy coil; on the other, of contiruing wrapped in . it,
where, whatever might be her appointed task, at least would the airs of
heaven ever fan her cheek, the glories of God’s creation forever beam in-
her eye ; lighted up by that sun whose warmth, making her forever a stranger
to the power of the cutting blast, would; at the same time, ripen that end-
Jess succession’ of fruits which was to-preserve her forever from the pangs

of hunger! - - o, ‘ . S _ .

- ¥Who now can fail to be qualified for the task of appreciating the intensity
of your “anxiety,” proportionate as this must be to the quickness and the
depth of your sympathies with human suffering? Who that adverts for
an instant to this picture of ¢ the factory child,” and knows that she con-
tributes her mite to pamper you in the luxurious sloth of a sineéure, as a fit
preparation for the dignified ease of a pension, to pay which, also, her little
frost-bitten fingers must be spry ;—who that will
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“ Look here upon this picture, and on this,”

but must be deeply penetrated with the intensity of that philanthropic “anx-
fety,” which, if your heart '

‘ Be made of penetrable stuffi—
“If damned custom have not brazed it so
* That it is proof and bulwark against sense,”

_ vou must ever be tormented with, ¢ to put an end to all such nefarious in-
fringements of the rights of humanity 2 \ :
But, whether the nature of your “anxiety” were such as to render the
risk of interference on your parf great, or to reduce it to nothing at all, the
principle was still the same ; and that principle I could not consent to allow
you to infringe. You give me to understand that you are not to be turned
from your course in this respect. If this means that you are determined to
persist in getting up, whenever occasion may offer, this wretched farce of
addressing to me a communication to make me “acquainted with a report
prevalent in this place,” then [ give you notice that my patience is exhaust-
ed, and that any and every communication from you shall be returned un-
opened ; or, if not at once perceived to be from you, then, so soon as it
shall be discovered to be so, without my reading a word of it. This shall
be my “course.” You shall not interfere, in any mode, manner, or degree,
in the execution of any law which it may have pleased my country to pass
for the government of its citizens. So far as the principle of national in-
dependence is in my keeping, it shall not be invaded in any way, nor to any
extent. Henry Brougham should not do it, were he here in proper person.
Willian ‘Wilberforce should not do it, could he rise from the dead to make
the attempt.  ‘Think ye, then, that it shall prosper when coming from sti-
pendiaries? - No! not if war were to come of it. Dr. Channing is not a
more sincere lover of peace than 1 am. Revenge, whether on the part of
a nation or of a man, is abhorrent alike to my most settled convictions, and
to my most cherished habits of feeling. Interest—that is, mere money, or
property, or commercial gains, on however magnificent a scale—could never
weigh with me against the miseries of war ; and yet, if 1 could read in the
book of destiny that, by flinging your communications into your teeth, [
should prove the author of the longest war that ever desolated Christendom,
there would be no faltering on my part. No ! not if I foresaw that, in the
defence of my country—of that part of it, I mean, which would be chiefly
exposed to assault—every matron and every maid would have to arm. Be-
fore 1 would submit to your pretension, or would meet it when persisted in,
iu any other tone than that defiance which I now hurl, my daughter should
rake a bonfire of her books and her music; and, bidding adieu to those
pursuits which are to qualify her for the womanly employment which she
has been taught to look forward to for support—that of training the minds
and hearts of her young fellow-citizens of our magnificent republic in the
same way that her mother, and her paternal grandmother’s countrywoman,
(Maria Edgeworth,) have trained her own—she should dedicate herself to
the rifle, until to her eye aud her finger its cuuning should be as obedient as
it proved to the Tennessee man who drew the closest sight and touched
the surest hair-spring trigger at New Orleans. :
[ will now pursue this paragraph of your letter to its close. Having ap-
prized me that « our objects are too high, and our conviction of their recti-
tude too strong; to be turned from our course by taunts of any kind,” you
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go on, in the same breath:  and with regard to the United States, in partic-
ular, we would wish to preserve unimpaired our respect for the laws which
have declared the slave-trade piracy. But it is in proportion to the respect
we would wish to entertain, that we shouid regret to find those laws a dead
letter; and your professions not followed up and carried into effect.”

The utterly illogical connexion hy which you string together the different
phrases, or parts of phrases, of which your communications are made up, has
already been the subject of remark. This defect in composition, if some-
times occasioned by the writer’s not knowing how to express what he really
wishes to say; is ever discernible in him who has an end in view which he
dare not openly and plainly avow. To etfect this end, being at bottom his
only motive for writing, he caunet but say something which shall tend
towards it; while, on the other hand, the fundaiental rule which forbids
an honest avowal as to what it is that he is driving at, imposes the neces-
sity of his dovetailing these matters pertinent to his object into others that
are not so, and are used for the very reason that they are not so. Some-
times, and for a very obvious cause, these pilot or file-leader parts are quite
contradictory to those which they are designed to cover the entrance of:
as, for example, your admission, above examined, that it is no part of your
duties to interfere in the execution of American laws, used to begin an as.
sertion of your determination to interfere. At other times their sense is
not contradictory, but merely neutral : so that no one can discover any re-
lation between the proposition that is pertinent to the disavowed or una-
vowed object of this discourse, and that which is used to usher it in. Of
this latter kind are the two sentences now - before us. The part of them
which is pertinent to your object, is that which begins by informing me of
the wish which you would indulge (if you could, understood) to preserve
unimpaired your respect for the American laws which have declared the
slave-trade piracy, and of the regret that you would experience at dis-
covering that these laws were mere empty professions. ‘I'his wisk in the
conditional mood, and this subjunctive regre¢ by anticipation, are worn-out
formulas for saying, indirectly, that the hope no longer exists, and that the
regret has become a reality. [u plain English, the meaning of these phrases
is an assertion on your part that the American “laws which have declared
the slave-trade piracy” are not entitled to respect, inasmuch as they arca
mere profession ; designed, of course, for the purpose of imposing on the
world, and not intended 1o be obeyed by our citizens. "This is the plain
English of the matter. But how is it introduced? 1In a plain straight-
forward English way? Not at all. It is awkwardly shuffled into the
pack ; stuck to a proposition, between which and itself there is not the re-
motest semblauce of a logical connexion. Suppose the Grand Seignor,
after asserting his purpose to keep up the practice of throwing the handker-
chief; to say “ My objects are too high, and my conviction of their rectitude
too strong, to allow e to be turned from my conrse by taunts of auy kind;
and with regard to Roxana, *in particular, 1 will indulge my caprice when-
ever it moves me.” Such a senteuce in Constantinople *familiar diulogues”
would not present any very serious ditliculty to the studeut. The order of
ideas is natural; and the seuse of the coucluding proposition might alinost be
guessed at.  The logical force of the phrase “in particular,” would indicate
that something of the sort must be the fate of Roxana. But suppose that,
instead of 1 will indulge my caprice,” the phrase “in particular” were
followed by the 'words “ I would wish to preserve unimpaired” my admira-
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tion of her grandmother’s embroidery. Such a sentence would clearly pre-
sent & puzzle that could be solved by nothing short of the most consummate
Arabic scholarship; and even that could effect nothing more thun its gram-
matical solution’: for the highest logical acumen would be baffled in the
attempt to discover the connecting thread between the high considerations
which determined .the Sultan to keep up handkerchief-thirowing, and his
wish, with respect to Roxana “in particular,” not to lose his admiration for
hier grandmother’s embroidery. The possible existence of a logical con-
nexion between the two things could, at best, bc matter of merest surmise ;
unless some sevant in eastern mauners and customs should be able to
make us acquainted with some part of the boudoir mysteries of an oriental
harem, an allusien to which was involved in the Sultan’s speech, and which
should serve to explain how “in particular” the wish to keep on admiring
Roxana’s grandmother’s embroidery had something to do with the lofty
motives en which rested his inexpugnable determination to keep on throw-
ing the handkerchief, .

Thus much with respect to the logical merits of the mode selected by you
for giving utterance to this slander upon my country ; merits which I should
not have deemed it worth while to bestow a word upon, but for the evidence
which they afford of consciousness of wrong on your part, in regard to both

. the end which you proposed to yourselves, and the means to which it obliged
you to condescend. 1 will now bestow some consideration upon the slan-
der itself.

This slander embodies two assertions ; or, if you prefer it so, only insinu-
ations: first, that the American laws against the slave-trade are a “dead
letter ;» second, that they are mere © professions,” with- which to cheat the
world. T'he first of these assertions (or insinuations, as the case may be)
has for its subject the actual state of things now existeu:, with respect to
the observance of our slave-trade laws. 'I'he second has for its subject the
existing frame of mind of the people of the United States in regard to that
stute of things.

That a law is a “dead letter,” means that its influence is not at all felt,
or but imperfectly felt, in the community upon whom it is nominally bind-
ing; and this may be true in two senses, which are the opposite of each
other. QOue of these is, that the object of the law has been se perfectly ful-
filled as to render a conformity with its provisions so much a matter of gen-
eral habit, that no one thinks of departing from it. 'The other is, that the
object aimed at by the law is not fulfilled at all : that it is not executed, no
oue minds it, and any one may break it who chooses, .

But little reflection is requisite to perceive that the state of things corres-
ponding to the first of these modes, in which a law may be said to be a
“dead letter,” is rather favorableghan otherwise to occasional infractions of
its provisions. If, for example, it were possible for the suppression of the
slave-trade to be accomplished by the mode now pursuing by the British
Government—the “strong-hand” mode, as Mr. Fowell Buxton calls it, in that
glimmer of returning sanity which I have already greeted with due atten-
tion, (which expectation is, in my humble opinion, as rational quite as
would be that of curing a human body covered with chronic ulcers, by
searing them over so as to stop the issue ;)—if this result could be brought
sbout, what would be the consequence? Why, of ceurse, the British people
would be relieved from the charge of supporting: the expensive machinery
now at work, or, ;f not actually at work, at least kept up ready to:go to work
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whenever cccasion offers. British commissioners would, of course, retire
upon their pensions; and British sailors would no longer be sent to ernise
on the coast of Africa, when the only thing rewnaindng to_be caught there
would be the coast fever. Under such a state of things, all treaty stipula.
tions for the right of search ; all statute provisions awarding head-money to
captors ; and every part of the machinery, would become a “ dead letter;”
unless, indeed, with regard to the right of search, it should appear politi-
cally expedient to maintain it in healthy vigor, if for no other purpose than
merely to keep other nations in mind that the British people were so free of
the burden of taxation, that they could afford to maintain the police of the
seas at their own sole charge. Under these circumstances, which presup-
pose the slave-trade to be entirely suppressed, and to be a business in which,
as a general rule, no one thinks even of engaging; itis evident that, for
this very reason, an occasional adventuarer who should break in upon the
general habit would experience still less difficulty in accomplishing his
enterprise, than attends similar ventures at this moment; although, even
now, with all the preventive service in full activity, the risks are so incon-
siderable that slaves sold here at $250 to $300, yield a profit sufficient to
most rapidly enrich those who engage in the business, )

In the sense of «dead letter,” illustrated by this example, it is true that
the laws of the United States are a “ dead letter.,” But he who asserts or in-
sinuates that they are so in any other sense, asserts or insinuates what eve-
ry man, woman, and child in the United States—that is, every one who has
ever had his or her attention awakened to the subject—({for, generally,
they are as little conversant with it as they are with the condition of the
little factory girls, who help to pay British commissivners’ salaries and pen-
sions,) knows to be as stupid and flat a falsebood as the O’Connell Virginia
« breeding-pen lie ;” or, as any American stump-orator would utter, who,
finding it to his account to pay that sham in the shape of a patriot—as like
to one of the Emmet order, as a “stuffed Paddy” is to a genuine son of
Erin—in his own coin ; and having become sufficiently a blackguard for
the exploit, (both which suppositions, being derogatory to my country, are
ventured upon for the sake of illustration only,) should tell his hearers that
Derrinane Abbey is a brothel, where a father prostitutes his daughter to any
comer for half-a-crown.

On reaching the second branch of your slander, we quit the terra firma
of material occurrences, (any assertion in regard to the existence ofs which
admits of being proved or disproved through men’s senses,) to mount into
a sublimated region. 'We have now to deal with human motives. 'The
question is, whether sufficient grounds are afforded upon this theatre, or can
be collected from any and all the four quarters of the globe, to justify the
imputation upon the people of the United States that their laws against the
slave-trade are a mere * profession ;” that they have enacted these laws, not
with the purpose of causing them to be observed, but (for this, also, is ex-
pressed by the word profession) in the design of imposing on some other
nation or nations.

In regard to the latter idea, I observe only, that, familiarized as your
minds have become with it, in regard to those unfortunate nations where
the people and the Government are different things, and to whom treaty-
obligations might be dictated to pass laws which there was nowhere any
power to carry into effect, and the passing of which, consequently, might
perhaps be, inr truth, a mere- ¢ profession,” it is not very wonderful that the
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force of habit in dealing with nations such as these should have led you so
far to forget yourselves as to use the same word (flagrant as is the absurdi-
ty of the application) in speaking of the United States of America; where,
_compared with the coundition of other States, the relations between the peo-
ple and the Government preseut a contrast not more striking than the defi-
ance which they have together ever hurled at the invader of their sover-
eignty. Itisin the nature of things possible that such a republic should have
once pnssed laws, concerning the enforcement of which she had now be-
come indifferent, and which snch indifference alone prevented the repeal of.
But it is in the nature of things impossible, that, feeling herself, as she does
feel, to be amatch for the world, were it combined against her independence,
she should either put or keep en her statute-bock any law, as a'mere  pro-
fession.”

This, however, is a mere accident to the slander. Its substance consists
essentially in the charge, that our laws against the slave-trade are not ac-
companied with the purpose and the wish that they should be observed.

In regard to a charge of this nature, be the Government against which it
is brought as badly constituted as it may, as little in harmony with the
people, or as traitorously subject to foreign dictation, as you please,—the test
afforded by the mere fact of the extent to which the law is fulfilled, or falls
short of fulfilment, is an exceedingly fallacious one. Tt may be received in
evidence,and that is all. Its weight too must evidentlydiminish in exact pro-
portion with the identity between the Government and the governed, and the
freedom of the State from foreign dictation and foreign entanglements; for,
in exact ratio with these, must be the improbability that any law would be
enacted, except in the inteution on the part of the people that it should be
observed.

Of the insufficiency of this test, the cases already adverted to in the course
of this letter, as illustrations upon other points, will serve lor this also. Take
for example the Mauritius case. How apt Wou_ld a soperficial thinker, or a
person regardless of duing injastice, provided his turn could be served there-
by, have been to consider, or to bring forward, the fact of the prevalence of
the slave-trade during ten long years of British rule, all the while “as plain
as the sun at noonday.” as proof that the British Government was iusincere
in the « professions” so ott repeated to the world ; or that it had found it im-
possible to procure officers who could be got todo theirduty ! And yet how
unjust would have beeri the imputation ! as Mr. Buxtop so strongly testifies
with regard to both branches of the united service.

But, strongly as this instance may exemplify the important truth, there is
an illustration of it, in the presence of which a thousand spch would only
be as so many farthing candles in the presence of the sun.

It is furnished by the same article in the same number of the Xdinburgh
Review that has already supplied me with so many facts exactly to the
points which I wished to enforce. The present is sostriking, that, although
afraid of exhausting your patience, and exceedingly anxious on my own
account also to get out of this labyrinth in which 1 have found myself in-
velved, while intent upon explicating the matters so skitully condensed
within the narrow compass of your communications, I cannot resist the
temptation to dwell upon it. )

Among the avowed ends of government, none is more generally profess-
ed than the protection of every man in the enjoyment of the fruits of his
labor. 'This, it is true, is known to be a theoretic fiction ; if not purely, yet
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to so great an extent, that the practical operation of the least imperfect Gov-
ernments is such as to present a lamentably long catalogue of exceptions to
the rule : so that, judging from these results, particularly when collectively
considered, the'rule might be supposed the very reverse of that st express-
ed, and to be to rob every man of the largest possible share of the fruits of
his labor. The extent, too, to which any given country will exhibit grounds
for the supposition that the latter is the practical guide of its Government,
seems to be regulated by some law of nature of very uniform operation, and
to be everywhere dependent, in an inverse ratio, upon the diffusion of poli-
tical power there prevailing. Wherever this is sufficiently concentrated,
the principle will be found in sufficient intensity to have its efficacy attested
by the taxation of the mass of the population’to within an inch of their lives.
And so, in proportion, where circumstances are less favorable to its operation.
So boundless is the field of public service; so innumerable the ways in which
the State may be served, and a title be thereby acquired to a fair compensa-
tion for so doing ; and so manifest is this truth to those charged with the
custody and management of that field, that the only possible objection that
can ever be encountered from them, to the multiplication of the persons em-
ployed under their direction, consists in the difficulty of proportionably in.
creasing the number of the fair-compensations; so that no one shall suffer
in consequence of the admission of co-laborers. The consequence of this
natural illimitableness of the field of public service is, that the aggregate
fairly earned by-exertion or residence therein will never fall short of the en-
tire amount that may, by the most improved process of squeezing, be extract-
ed from the rest of the community, This, however, applied after they shall
have undergone an indefinite variety of minor or partial processes of the
same general nature ; resulting from schemes for the regulation of individ-
ual pursuits, the encouragement of enterprise, and other similar useful ob-
jects, enforced upon the community at the suggestion of the philanthropic
few blessed with a share of political influence. In Great Britain, for in-
stance, where circumstances are supposed to be not the most {favorable in the
world to the operation of the principle, and where their merits in this re-
spect have been diminished of late years, and threaten before long to become
nearly, if not quite, extinct,—not a single man of the thousands who partake
of « Government money” ever touches a shilling that he is not—so bound-
less is the illusoriness of human convictions—Lelieved by himself and by
those who award it to be fairly entitled to; and yet the result is such as
“'The Factory Child,” the Edinburgh trial, Mr. O’Connell’s speech, and
other corresponding pictures, afford a conception of.
But if this oge among the avowed ends of governmentbe everywhere
a fiction, to the full extent that it may be in the power of the ruling few to
render it so, it does not follow that all their professions must be equally
empty in regard to others; for instance, the protection of every man in the
right fo labor. 'T'o be truly stated as one of the ends of government, as
government exists in England,—even this would require a great many quali-
cations ; for there is a vast difference between the right to employ one's
head and hands as God bestows it, and as it is recognised by the law of
England. To a certain extent, however, it has, accor ing to the latter, an
actual existence—in a far less restricted shape, too, than in China ; and it.
would no doubt be recognised by English lawyers as part and parcel of that
“ right of personal security,” which, as Blackstone informs us, “ consists in
a person’s legal and .uninterrupted enjoyment of his life, his limbs, his body,
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his health, and his reputation ;” and is ranked by him as the first of the
« three principal or primary articles” of those rights which ¢ were formerly,
either by inheritance or purchase, the rights of all mankind. But in most
other conntries of the world, being now more or less debased and destroy.
ed, they at present may be said to remain, in a peculiar and emphatical
manner, the rights of the people of England.” To determine’ the precise
extent to which it is recognised as part of the “rights and liberties of Eng-
lishmen,” would be an enterprise of no slight labor, and is not requisite to
the present purpose. it is sufficient to know that something of the sort does
actually exist ; that it constitutes part of # that residunm of natural liberty
which is not required by the laws of society to be sacrificed to public con-
venience,” and to maintain which is ¢ the first and primary end of human
laws,” Nor can this part of the residuum be viewed as a fictitious quantity ;
abstraction having already been made of all such portions of the “ power of
acting as one thinks fit, without any restraint or control, unless by the law
of nature,” as the Government could have any motive whatever for strik-
ing out. This being done to the fullest extent, some part must remain ; in
regard te which it cannot but be the real, sincere, and earnest desire of Gov-
ernment to fulfil «the first and primary end of human laws,” by affording
to it the most perfect and absolute protection. After the bees have worked
and produced, such a thing is inconceivable as to prevent their falling into
the luxurious indolence which might be the consequence of leaving to them
all their own honey. It is conceivable, too, that it might seem expedient to
support bees of a particular class in their natural propensity, to make the
others conform to certain regulations, whereby the public good should be
promoted, and at the same time the particular convenience of the contriyers.
But, to prevent the honey’s being made at all, whether by direct Govern-
ment interference, or by allowing the workers to be stopped and killed by
those who do not choose to work,—this is a design which it would be
the height of absurdity to impute to the regulating power.

This proposition being, I think, clearly established, I will now introduce
a case which will show that a belief in this utter- impossibility would be
forced upon any mind preoccupied with the notion that the non execution
of a law justifies the imputation of insincerity upon the Government from
which it emanates. 1t will be seen, that, if the slightest weight in this re.
spect could belong to the mere facts that a law is infringed, and that the
Government knows it to be so, the mass of testimony afforded by this case
is so absolutely overwhelming, that no earthly escape would remain to the
British Government from the stigma of wilful indifference to the utter
inoperativeness of the laws for the protection of its own native subjects, on
their own native soil, in that right, the maintenance of which is pronounced
by Blackstone to be “the first and primary end of human laws;” nay, in,
the most vital of all the vital points of that right—one so sacred that it is
not specially noticed by him, for the simple reason that an invasion of it
is a thing the possibility of which has not occurred to the imagination even
of one man in ten millions. To make a slave of a man; to compel him to
work for you, and not for himself: sach a thing is, unhappily, too much
in the way of man’s propensities, to be a stranger to the thoughts of many.
But to obstruet a man in the exercise of his right to work—and this, not for
the sake of preventing his employing himsel{” upon this or that particular
thing, or in this or that particular way, but to prevent him from wérking
at all: who ever dreamed of the possibility of such a thing? A by-law
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binding the parties to starve; to look on their wives and children, and listen
to their expiring groans from fumine, rather than—take work ! subjecting
each to the penalty of death, if he falter ; and this penalty enforced with a
certainty (hat fulfils to the utmost this difficult. requisite to the eflicacy of a
penal law ! Such an dmperium in imperio as this—such a hell upon earth—
what raving bedlamite ever crouched belore the picture of?

And yet this is the picture of a reality ; of a reality which it was reserved
to this present age of wouders to produce for the contemplation of man. It
is the picture of Great Britaiu at this momnent. Not a fancy sketeh, gene-
ralizing a few particulars ferreted vut in some obscure corner, which misery,
and vice, and anarchy, had been allowed to make their own, and thus only
snatched from the oblivion into which they were already smkmv Nor 1s
it an historical painting after the style of Chateaubriand’s Atalw, whereby
so true a conception of the manners and custoins of Indian squaws is con-
veyed ; or of that modern improvement upon Alalce, De Beaumont’s Marie,
which’ presents views so just and accurate, that the ounly shape in which
they could be embodied was a romance, that, like Shakspeare’s plays,
proves its fidelity to nature by the contempt it shows for all such pedantic
shackles as the unities of time aud space, and corroborates this proof by a
contempt which the Bard of Avon’s courage was not equal to, for cohe-
rence or Vensnmlxmde, in any of their modes. 1t is nothing of all this. It
is a literal, prosaic, David Wilkie picture of a fuct—of one vqsr, overwhelm-
ing fact; its appalling magnitude covering the whole length and breadh
of the land.

“ These associations,” says the Edinburgh Review, « have nmo become
so wniversal, and are already so thoroucrhly organized, that.their effects,
be they for good or for evil, mnust be of the most extensive kind.”

What are “'these associations” which “have now become so universal 7"
Why, they constitute a governmeni—the actual, existing Government of
Great Britain and Ireland, so far as the ¢ operatxve" class is concerned:;
the Government whicl, except that it does not directly interfere with the
processes of tax- extmcnucr set in operation by the other Government con-
sisting of king, lords, and commons, is the governing Government for cot-
ton-spinners, and all such animals—the Government which regulates their
conduct, and which executes them when they prove disobedient.-

And of this Government, what are the avowed ends? How is it con-
stitted? What are its Jaws?  What are its powers?  What means does
it generally employ for maintaining the aunthority of its laws? " How does
the system work? All these questious are auswered by the Edinburgh
Review,

The great end of the institution is to give practlc'll force to the doctrine,
that «the laborer is worthy of Ins hire.” It is to secure to the “operative’
a fair compensation for his labor.

In the constitution of government adopted for this purpoce, {races are
not wanting of the influence of example. As might be anticipated, it ex-
hibits, both in its distrilution of political power, and in the use made of it, a
famlly likkeness to that “ matchless” product of the “ wisdom of ages” which
is administered by the superior classes of, the same community, (if commu-
nity it may be called,) for their special benefit. "I'his species of union is
fonuded, originally, on the principle of «universal suffrage.” So says the
Ldmbnrvh Review. Whereat the transatlantic democrat, into whose
hauds the number bas cowe, cannot but prick his ears, and look with all
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his might, to see how democracy turns out to work on this partial experi-
mental scale, amid the corruptions and oppressions of the old world. But,
alas! it is all a mistake. The * universal suffrage” is there, it is true; bat
so is itin the ¥ House of Lords;” so was it among those “wery noble and
approved gaod masters,” who erst did wield the trident. Every trade has
avote. “In some trades,” pursues the Edinburgh Review, “the whole
associated workinen form one body ; by the votes of a majority of which,
the office bearers and ruling committee are appointed. In others, each
manufactory forms a meeting of its own, a majority of whom choose a
delegate, and o majority of these delegates elect the ruling committee.” All
purely democratic, until we find out that these “ associated workmen” are,
with respect to the vulgar herd of workmen, a ¢ sélect few;” that the asso-
ciation consists of those individuals who have acquired the right to dis-
charge the functions of a workman of the “skilled or initiated class;” and
that this skilled or initiated class, which is the constituent body of the
ruling committee, forms but a part of a small fraction of those employed in
all the branches of the same trade. [For instauce, “the number of spinners
in Glasgow in April, 1837, was between eight and nine hundred; and the
piecers and pickers, carders and reelers, dependent on their labor, about
seven titues as many.”

One of the first cares of these peers is, of course, to guard against all
inconvenient increase of their own body; for what more obvious, as a
means of preventing the wages of a particular species of labor from falling,
than to prevent the number of laborers from augmenting?  The legal pro-
visions for this object, although, with regard to the ultimate end of the
government, they are like any other mere laws; yet are, with regard to
their bearing upon the constituent hody, to be viewed as supplemental to
the organic laws, and ought to be cousidered in connexion with them, be-
fore descending to those divisions of the subject which are essentially sub-
ordinate.

« In order to effect this object,” (that of “ guarding against the influx
of new hands into the trade,”) ¢ the trades unions have very generally
laid heavy restrictions upon the admission of any persons to the benefits of
their association,  Very ellectnal methods, therefore, are taken to accom-
plish this object. A long period of apprenticeship is usually required before
the young aspirents are admitted to the skilled or initiated class; during
the whole of which time, the apprentice must pay a stated contribution to
the funds of the association. A cousiderable sum, too, is generally required
to be paid in the name of entry-money, by every appreutice or skilled hand,
for admission, from any distut quarter.” ¢ In addition to this, several
trades have a permanent system of off:ring bonnties to such persons as will
leave the trade and the country altogether.” Inthe vegnlations of the Glas-
gow cotton-spinners, they observe that “another, and perhaps a greater,
cause of the increase of hauds in our trade, is the employing of boys as
piecers. We have hefore our eyes many examples of other trades acting
nobly to cure this evil of apprentices, and it is certainly our paramount
duty to use every method we cun suggest to stop the increase of boy piecers.
We propose to embody this law in the obligation—that no man shall employ
a boy as piecer, except according to the privileze long ago stated™in our
rules.”  Ju a word, no man not a member of the association, however great
his skill, however urgent his necessities, is allowed to earn his bread by
taking work ; nor is any manufacturer at liberty to give employent to any
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such man, or to take in an apprentice, except with the consent of the ruling
committee. )

One of the direct consequences resulting from this interference with
both classes, masters and worlkmen, who are parties to the employment and
disposal of labor, is, that ¢ the current of labor is forcibly prevented from
flowing out of those channels in which it is redundant ;” and the conntry
exhibits « that extraordinary diversity in the remuneration of different kinds
of labor, which has long struck foreigners with such astonishment.” ¢ Re-
muneration, on the principle of competition in the labor market, is thwarted ;"
and the effect is to « depress, to a most undue and disastrous degree, the re-
muneration of the more unsxilled, but numerous. class of laborers in the
community.” ¢By forcibly elevating at times the wages of theskilled classes,
they have compelled the masters to depress the wages of the more numer-
ous unskilled class of persons in their employment; by debarring industry,
in general, an access,to the skilled trades, except under very heavy restric.
tions, they have thrown a vast multitude of their fellow-workmen back
upon the unskilled departments, and have lowered the price of labor they
receive, to an extent that has proved, in the bighest degree, injurions both
to the habits and welfare of the most numerous class in the community.”
In a word, the consequence of this annihilation of that “residunm” of a
maw’s natural right to work, which, so far as the Government is coneerned,
is left himn by the common and the statute iaw, and is by them also theo-
retically secured to him against assault by his tellow-subject—is the starve-
tion of Britons by the thousand. For example : # While there has been no
material diminution in the price of provisions from 1815 to 1832, the re-
muneration of the hand-loom weaver has fallen to one-third of what it then
was. Indeed, it is perfectly weil known that they are generally and pro-
verbially working at the starving point; that their earnings do not exceed
Jrom siz to len shillings a weel ; and that any considerable commercial
crisis reduces them to starvation. 'Fhis deplorable reduction in the wages
of this species of labor, (which, in comparison with that of the combined
operatives, may be called unskilled, because it can be learned in a few
months,) took place at the very time when the cotton-spinners were making
Jrom twenty-five to thirty-five, and the colliers from thirty to forty shil-
lings a weelz” In one instance of the sort, “at Airdrie, in Lanarkshire,
in 1837,” being effectually protected by the power of Government in their
right to labor, “the starving weavers were soon making thirty shillings a
week by working in the coal-mnines.”

Of this description are the consequences of the fundamental rule so
obviously requisite for preserving the purity of the ruling body—of that
body which, from its own bosom, selects the few who are to hold in their
hands the destinies of all—¢skilled” patrician, no less than “unskilled”
plebeian.

However it may be eleeted, ¢ the result is the same. Chosen either by
a single or double election of the whole associated workmen, the eommittee
of management, originally selected by the equal suffrages of all, are, in the
end, invested with despotic power. To their decrees or regulations, all
the members of the combination are bound—not merely by the obligation
they come under on entering the association, but by the powers and terrors
awith which its office-bearers are invested—implicitly, and without hesitation,
to submit.”

With regard to the cade of laws of this extraordinary body-politic, we
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will first consider what may be termed its economical part, consisting of the
modes of conduct prescribed to its members or to strangers; and after-
wards, its penal part, or the punishments awarded, and the process for at-
taching them, to infractions of the former.

“«The regulations laid down by this despotic body, as may naturally be
supposed, are such as are calculated to elevate the price of their skilled
labor—to prevent strangers from ever interfering with it, and to secure to
the different members of the combination their due proportion of the em-
ployment to be obtained.

«]t is generally a fixed principle, that no persons shall be permitted to
work for any. of the masters by whom they are employed, who do not
belong to the association. 1f an uninitiated workman makes his appear-
ance among them, and the master insists for his right to employ him 1f he
chooses, the whole combined workmen in his employment immediately
strike; and he is left, with his new hand, in the midst, perhaps, of some
important operation. T'ill the obnoxious workman is dismissed, no other
member of the combination is permitted to enter the master’s employment.
Thus the master finds himself unable to go on with his business, or ex-
ecute his orders, while all his brethren in the same trade are getting suc-
cessfully on with theirs; his capital remains unproductive; his worl\shop
or manufactory is stopped he becomes liable to heavy penalheq and dam-
ages for breach of contract to the persons from whom he received his orders;;
and in the end, wearied out by a fruitless resistance to a combined body of
°k1lled wmkmen whose assistance is essential to his operations, he is gen-
erally forced to submit, after having sustained a heavy loss, and, perlnps,
incurred very serious responslbllmes "

“Iu order to secure the monopoly of the skilled part of the trade, it is
usually enacted, by the ruling committee, that no master shall employ more
than a simall proporuon of apprenllces to skilled workmen.» In some trades,
he is only permitted to employ one for three skilled workmen ; in some,
one for four; in others;.one for five, In all, however, the" propomon of
skilled to unskilled must be very large. If the master ventures to infringe
upon.this regulation, or to engage more than the prescribed number of
apprentices, he receives a command from the committee of the union to
dismiss immediately the extra hands; and, if he disobeys their orders, the
whole combined workmen in his employment receive notice that they must
forthwith strike; and ¢he trembling operatives, with a heavy heart, obey,
and reduce themselves, by their obedience, to destitution.”

“The ruling committees also take upon themselves to fix the number of
hours which the men are to labor, and the wages they are to receive. It
would be incredible & priori to what a lencrth in some trades, their laws
carry this restriction, and how eflectually, by a cownpacty well. organized
combination, they can succeed in raising, for a long period, the price even
of the most necessary articles of life. “As an example: The colliers of
Lanarkshire, taking advantage of the great demand for iron during the
jointstock mania of 1835 and 1836, issued a mandate that no collier should
work more than three or four days in the week, and, at the utmost, five
hours in each day. This order was implicitly obeyed by the whole of the
combined colliers around Glasgow; and not only by them, but by the
whole colliers in Renfrewshire, Dunbartonshire, and Stirlingshire—amount-
lnt_r in all, to between two and three thousand.

“T'he wages which the men were to get for working between twelve
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and fifteen hours a week, varied from thirty to thirty-five shillings.” (The.
consequence was, that the price of fuel at Glasgow was exactTy doubled,
and so continued for upwards of eighteen months.) ‘ :

«The uniform practice of the combined workmen is to fix a rate below
which, not only no. member of the union, but ne. person whatever, shall
work to any master.”  « The variations in the price of manufactured prod-
uce, or the changes in the activity' of comercial. dealings, are not per.
.mitted to have any effect in lowering (whatever they may have in raising)
the rate of wages. "The master does not venture to give-—the workmen to
tnke—a lower rate of wages than that fixed on, even although the depres-
sion of trade compels the one to make a reduction, and the hecessity of
the other, from his situation, renders him willing to accept it. = The de..
spotic committee steps in, even in the most secret agreement beliveen tnan
ond man, and says to the master: ‘ Whatever your necessities or circum-
stances may be, you shall not give less than a certain rate’? and to the
workman, ¢ though on the verge of starvation. you shall not engage your-
self for one farthing less than the prices of the commitiee; and, if you
cannot get them, you must remain without work altogether.” If he atlempts
1o take employment at a lower rate, and is discovered, he is instantly branded
as a deserter from the union, or ‘nob,’ and exposed to persecution and vio-
lence in many different ways; and if he siill continues to work at the re.
duced rate, the whole combined workmen are ordered immediately to leave
the employment in which he is engaged, and the master finds himself
under the necessity of either dismissing him, or submitting to the comimands
of the committee.” S " : ' o o

« Another principle which is very generally acted upon by these unions,’
is, that the master is not allowed a choice of workmen, if he requires any
additional hands. Be is not permitted to choose those whom he would
.prefer, but must go to a certain cffice, called among the tailors, ‘a house

-of call, and there take the first man who stands upon_the list for employ-
ment. This principle is established, it is believed, in London, Dublin,
Edinburgh, and Glasgow, both among tailors and many other trades. Its
levelling and injurious effect upon the real interests of the workmen, and
the free’ employment of labor, is sufficiently evident. One main induce-
ment to increased industry, skill, or activity, is taken away, when idleness is
in this manner put on a level with industry, talent with remissness, and
skill with inattention.” o R '

.« Another practice of the. unions, often most distressing in its’ conse.

squences both to the workmen and masters, is the rule generally acted upon—
that no workman who does not: pay his regular coutribution, or. who has:
proved himself at all refractory to the commands of the committee, is per-
mitied to work in any master’s employment.”’ ‘ . L

Thus much will suffice to convey an idea of the regulations prescribed;
and to some extent,.also, of the means of enforcement which are, by the
reviewer, so blended with the rules, that it is not always-easy to sepurate
them. Itis requisite, however, to bestow a further and separate cousider-
ation upon the peual part of this strange code.. - . _ :

In regard to 1t the reviewer says: ¢ When a plan of combination, anx-
iously and systematically contrived to interfere, in so many particulars,
with-the free employment and disposal of labor, on the part both of masters
and workmen, is gewnerally carried inte effect, throughout the whole l:ing-
dom, in almost all the skilled trades, it may readily be conceived that a
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very powerful machinery must be required. lo enforce general obedience to
its mandates. 'This, however, is not wanting ; and the means employed
with this view constitute, perhaps, the most dangerous and hidden purts of
this system of confederacy. Various methods are resorted to, in order to
support .the authority and enforce the commands of the ruling commit-
tees.” . .- : :

Of these ¢ various methods,” he gives the three most important;
 First. « A regular weekly contribution is levied from every member, ac-
cording to the rate of wages he receives.  That of the Glasgow cotton-
spinners was proved, by the books of the union recovered at the late trial,
to have beeu half a-crown a week ; and on extraordinary emergencies, five
shillings from each man. - 1t may readily be conceived that the contribu-
tions from an association embracisg several thousand persons, will soon
amount, at this rate, to a very lurge sum.” L ‘ v ,

Second. “1In the next place, some of the trades unions have adopted the
additional secirity of compelling all the members to take secret oaths; which
hind them, first, to keep secret the takiug of the oath, and, secondly, to obey
in all matters, legal or illegal, the will of the majority, as expressed by the
raling committee.” - The form of the oath is: « I, A B, do- voluntarily
swear, in the awful presence of Almighty God, and before these witnesses,
that I will execute with zeal and alacrity, as far as in me lies, every task
or injunction which the majority of my brethren shall impose upon-me in
furtherance of our common welfare ; as the clastisement of nobs, the as-
sassination of oppressive and tyrannical masters, or the demolition of shops'
that shall be deemed incorrigible ; and, also, that I will cheerfully contrib-
ute to the support of such of my brethren as shall lose their work in conse-
qnence of their exertions against tyranny; or renounce it in resistance to a
reduction of wages. - And I do further swear, that I will never divuige the
above cbligation, unless I shall have been duly authorized and appointed to

‘admiunister the snme to persons making applitation for admission, or to per-
sons constrained to hecome members of our fraternity.” - . S
. The reviewer, after giving some striking illdstrations of the efficacy-of
the oath in defeating all legal proceedings against ¢ atrocious crimes con-
nected with combination-conspiracies,” proceeds to the Zhird, “last, and
most powerful engine’ for maintaining the authority and enforcing the
commands of the ruling committée : zerror and infimidation—the most
effectual means of influencing mankind. 'This branch of the system con--
sists of fwo purts. 1n the first place, the cajoling, molesting, threatening,
-and assaulting the new hands, or noebs, who are in any manner acting con-
trary to the mandates of the commitiee ; then getting up mobs to terrify the
refractory hands, and strike a. general terror into the whole community :
and. if all these methods fail of success, the resource remains of appoint-
ing, by secret ballol, ‘@ SECRET SELECT COMMITTEE’ fo organizé the
means of assassinating the refractory hands and masters, and setting
fire to the. mills of such employers as hold out ugainst the desire of the
association. - It fortunately happens that all the parts of this most nefarious
system have been completely established by judicial evidence.” o

With regard to the practical working of this new form of government,
the following instance conveys-an idea of it under its Scottish modifica-
tions—a type which, the reviewer informs us, is comparatively a mitd-ome,
It is the Glasgow cotton-spinners’ strike of 1837, which lasted ¢ from April
Sth-to August 5th, being a period of 17 weeks and 5 days :”
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«To those unacquainted with the details of this manufacture, it is proper
to premise, that the spinners are the skilled operatives, who, by the aid of
machinery, convert the raw cotton into threads; and that each of them
gives employment to a certain number of women and girls, called- piecers,
carders, pickers, and reelers, who perform subsequent cperations upon the
‘eotton twist, and whose employment is entirely dependent upon the prepar-
atory labor of the spinners. 'The number of these female operatives em.
ployed by each spinner, or to whom his operations furnish employment,
varies from five to eight ; and they are instantly thrown out of bread the
moment that the spinners’ operations terminate. T'he number of spinner
in-Glasgow in April, 1837; was between eight and niaie hundred ; and the
piecers and pickers, carders and reelers, dependent on their labor, about
seven times as many.” . - . _ S : -

« It may readily be conceived what must have been the sufferings of the
operatives during the latter weeks of this disastrons strike. . The aliment
‘allowed by the association to each man, during the latter part of the strike,
was only eighteen pence a week. Such was the deplorable pittance to
which the deluded was reduced, who refused, or was compelled by the
‘committee to refuse, during the whole time, from thirty to thirty-five shil-
lings a week ! The condition of the female operatives—the piecers, pickers,:
-carders, and reelers—awas infinitely worse ; for there was no fund whatever
provided for their maintenance; and, from the commencement, they were
thrown upon the streets, without either asylum, employment, or subsistence.
It may readily be conceived what must have been the consequence of six
.or seven thousand women being kept in a state of destitution and idleness
for four months ; especially when in close proximity to equal numbers of
the other sex, always trained to disorderly habits by the habitual receipt of
high wages and the habit of frequent intemperance. The necessary conse-
quence was, that crime and iinmorality increased to a frightful degree ; and
the rapid progress of fever, as well as great- increase in the rate of miortal-
ity, evinced, In an appalling manner, how fatal such strikes are to the best
interests of the laboring poor.”’ : o Lo

Upon concluding the details relating to Scotland, the reviewer prefaces
others, elucidating the condition of the sister kingdoms, with the following
‘remarks o oL R

“ The details which have now been given must, to persons not practi-
cally acquainted with these maiters, appear so eztraordinary. that they
may fail in obtaining general credit; and, being chiefly drawn from one
district of the country, may be thought to be owing to somne peculiar malig-
nity which the principle of combination acquires when brought into con.
nexion with the Scottish character. Bat, from the documents to which we
are now about to refer, it will be seen that the same evils ezist to an equal,
verhaps greafer extent, both in England and Ireland; and that, in the
atter country in particular, the systémn has acquired a degree of atrocity,
‘and produced effects even more disastrous than have yet been experienced
on this side of the channel” . " - : ‘ o

After giving the details thus introduced, the reviewer comments upon
them as follows: - C o ‘ o _

« But the limits of this article forbid us to enter into further details of the
facts connected with this important question.. Enough has been stated to
prove that the trades unions, as they are now practically in. operation,
have established a despotism of the most universal and withering descrip-
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tion over the great body of the working classes—a despotisim only the
more severe and. oppressive, that it arises from the tyranny of their own
brethren. It was well observed by Sir Edward Sugden, in his speech in
the House of Commons, on the 14th of February last, relative to the cotton-
spinners’ case, that no despotism is so severe and degrading as that which is
inflicted by one section of the working classes over the other. Of the truth
of this observation, the proceedings we. have been investigating afford a
memorable example. The Preston strike, it has been shown, threw at
once eight thousand of the working classes out of employment.. - Including
their families, itreduced from twenty to thirty thousand human beings at
once to a state of starvation. - .The strike of the cotton-spinners and colliers in
Lanarkshire, in 1837, threw at least two thousand five hundred skilled, and
fifteen thousand unskilled, operatives into a state of entire idleness, in which
they were kept, some for four, others for six months. ‘Thus, including
their families, it retained at least forty thousand human beings, during that
long period, in a state of compulsory idleness and abject destitution, — -
«]t may safely be affirmed, that there is no instance in the history of the
world of such a tyrannical act as this being carried into effect by the au-
thority of any Government, however despotic.. If the Czar Peter, or the
Sultan Mahmoud, had, in the plenitude of their authority, attempted such
an exercise of power, they would have been instantly overthrown. Even
the sanguinary Committee of Public Safety could never have ventured on
such an arbitrary stretch of authority against-the industrious population of
the Faubourg St. Antoine ; and the long columns of pikemen which issued
from that dreaded quarter whenever the price of provisions, or the cessation
of employment, had grown into an intolerable height, proved that how great
soever their power was, it had not reached that pitch of being able to-compel
men to forego the staff of life. Lord Bacon long ago said that the worst
rebellions are those which arise from the stomach; and it is recorded as
one of the most singular instances of the power of Suwarrow over his fa-
natical soldiery, that he sometimes contrived to get through an extraordi-
nary dearth of provisions in his camp, by proclaiming a fast for four-and-
twenty hours. But what is that, to the power assumed by the committee
ot the trades unions? They proclaim a fast, not for a day, but for four
months ; compel thirty or forty thousand human beings to remain in idleness
and starvation for that long period ; and imperiously command, not only the
members of their own combination, but all other workmen whatever, from.
any quarter, from infringing upon, or interfering with, that state of compul-
sory idleness. - ‘This deplorable state of matters, too, is not produced by a
numerical majority of the whole human beings ‘concerned. . The skilled
laborers—that is, a twentieth or thirtieth part of the mass—alone are con-
sulted ; and a majority of them, in the first instance, adopt the fatal step.
After it is adopted, and the committee organized, the power even of that
small majority is at an end. It in itself has fallen under the dominion of.
the committee of its own creating, which ‘is in possession of the public
funds; which feels none of the penury shared by the general body ; which
is invested ‘with money to hire assassins, and armed with. the terrors. of
murder, fire-raising, and vitriolic acid. ' For months before the strike ter-
minates, the great majority even of the skilled workmen who authorized it,
have come heartily to. repent of their folly; they secretly lament their un-
happy blindness, and execrate the leaders who advised them to the fatal
step ; but they dare not venture to give breath in public to these seatiments,
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and, in sullen mourn(ul silence, continue to yield unwilling obedience to
the mandates of the secret ruling committee. Meanwhile, their families
are reduced to the last stages of destitution ; multitudes are perishing for
want ; licentiousness arises out of idleness ; crime out of suffering ; fever
and pestiletice make fearful inroads on a depressed and extenuated popula.
tion ; until, ut length, the miseries and lamentations of the starving multitude
compel the committee to abandon the contest, and permit the joyful sounds
of industry and happiness again to be heurd through the land.”

Behold, then, the government which, while their ¢ betters” were engaged
in taxing them, to provide salaries and pensions for commissioners, to sup.
port a naval force, and to maintain the vast expenditure wasted in countless
ways in the chimerical project of enforcing upon the subjects of foreign
States the extorted concurrence of their Governments in a measure which,
in England itself, had been carried only after a dubious contest of twenty
years, conducted by “the single man of his age to whom it would have
been possible to conduct such a struggle through all its ceaselcss difficulties
and disappointments :"—behold the government which the operatives of
Great Britain, the ¢ skilled” operatives, have established for themselves, and
over their inferiors!  Well might this reviewer, on presenting such a pic.
ture to the world, express doubt with regard to its “obtaining gencral
credit” in the country even which it depicts; when, such has been the in.
dulgence of its higher classes in what the biographer of Charles Lamb calls
the “taste for oratorical philanthropy,” they are reckless zealots in behalf of
so monstrous a perversion of the governmental trust!  With such a reality
howling around them, what possible excuse for their course, but that in the
pursuit of the preposterous schemes suggested by their sofa visions, they
have become too wrapped to be conscious of whatis passing aronnd themj
and that, if awakened to it, ¢ the details mwust appear so eztraordinary that
they may fail in obtaining general credit 7”

But, in adverting to this spectacle, my purpose was not to make any such
comments upon it. It was simply to show that the infraction of a law is
no proof of insincerity in the Government from which it proceeds. -If such
a theory were to be set up, where would, in the present case, be the ¢scape
of “ King, Lords and Comnmons” from the charge of the most absolute indif-
ference to the reign of murder in the place of law, so long as the authority
of the former should be restricted to the inferior regions of society, and
Blackstone’s ¢ first and primary end of human laws” should be as if it
were not, in regard to vulgar operatives only ?

It is clear, then, that, even admitting what, as T have already said, is
known to every man, woman, and child in the United States to be untrue,
to wit: that our laws against the slave-trade were inoperative,—the theory
which alone could afford any countenance to your slander, as an inference
from such a fact, is an altogether fallacious one. Bat if this theory were
as sound as it is the reverse, still it could not in the present instance avail
you. It could, at best, throw around the calumny a seeming of fairness, that
could hide its brazen face and cheat the beholder sa long only as it should
not be dissipated by having turned upon it the flood of light which this
melancholy volume of man’s history sheds upon the question. :

‘What says the history of the slave-trade in regard to my country ?

“ America,” 'says Mr. McCulloch, in his Dictionary of Commerce, after
giving a sketch of the twenty years’ struggle “in the British Parliament,”
“ America abolished the slave-trade at the same time as England’—the
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daughter, doubtless, treading in the footsteps of the mother ! So, at least,
will every British reader understand.

And who is it that thus summarily disposes of British-American history,
and, with a single stroke of the pen, draws the parallel between it and that
of the mother country 7 Is it some stipendiary, paid to keep up a supply of
the raw material suited to the purposes of Sergeant Talfourd’s dealers in
¢ oratorical philanthropy ?” No: it is a purely scientific writer, in a most
elaborate and carefully digested work, devoted exclusively to commerce,
and designed for the use of the whole English-speaking world. With such
an illustiation of the philosophic caution and scrupulousness that prevails
in regard to America on this subject, who will wonder at the mani(estations
of these historic virtues, with which the transatlantic press teems at this
day, no less than it did, on other points, in the by-gone? Who, for instauce,
will experience any surprise at the contrast preseuted by the truth on the
one hand, and the following picture on the other ?

Itis of a man who, by a writer (sce Ed. Rev. April, 1838,) peculiarly
competent to enlighten the British public in regard to American affairs and
men, is pronounced to have been “a mere shadow” “of JeFFErsoN. one of
the truly great intellects of America;” while, had he only been gualified by
the most cursory perusal of Jefferson’s published writings to express an
opinion of his intellect, he could not but have been aware thatif there ever
had been a living intellect to which that of “T'HoMas JeFFERsoN actually
deferred, it was the intellect of that friend, of whom, in the unfinished
posthumons sketch of his own life, he expresses the opinion that he was the
Sirst man of every assembly in which, after his first youth, he ever sat; and
of whom he adds, # with these consummate powers was united a pure and
spotless virtue, which no calumny has ever attempted to sully.” Such, in
the estimation of T'rHoMmas JerFErsoN—and not of him alone, but, it is not.
risking much to affirm, of a host of others, with Georaz WasHInGgTON at
their head—such was Jamrs Mapisox : he whose intellect is now, by uni-
versal consent, revered as the creative one of that model-constitution, the
destined influences of which over the fate of the human race are already
seen to be beyond calculation ; and the principles of which were so far
beyond the depth of the contemporary “statesmen’ of the old world, that,
even after they had been for half a century in the operation contemplated by
the designer, a European traveller has, by general acclamation, been ele-
vated above his countryman Monresquikvy, for acquiring and imparting
little beyond a decent understanding of them. Such was the man, whom
this reviewer (whose lofty European pre-eminence could yet desport in a
friendly parenthetical witticism upon the ignorance, so natural in an Ameri-
can lawyer and “ President,” as to make it doubtful whether it was Ais or
“ Miss Martineau’s” betrayed by the one or the other, in ¢ attributing unity
to this bicomposite personage, Coke Littleton ;” which witticism, however,
proves to be the frait of the reviewer’s learned inadvertence to the fact, that
Coke Littleton being but an elliptical name for Coke’s Commentary upon
Littleton, it was not much more irregular, after mentioning the work, to
speak of the writer as one man, than it would be, upon mentioning Black-
stone’s Commentaries, to “attribute unity” to the Venerian professor :)
—such was the man, of whom this reviewer speaks, as * Miss Martineau’s
friend Madison ;” and tells his readers, “at the same time, it seems, he ac-
counted for his selling Ais own slaves, by mentioning their horror of going
to Liberia—a horror which he admitted to be prevalent among the blacks !»
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Here we see “Miss Martineau’s friend Madison” held up, as one of those
nefarious “dealers in human flesh,” to the generous indignation of all * ora-
torical philanthropists,” and of all humane listeners, who, unlike Charles
Lamb, areadmirers of such philanthropy. He actnally did commit the
atrocity of ¢ selling Ais own slaves ;” and for this atrocity his apology was,
that they had a horror of “going to Liberia I” But what were the facts of
the case? How was it that this sale of “ human flesh,” came to be con-
nected in the way of cause and effect with the said * human flesh’s” horror
for Liberia? Did Miss Martineau not take the trouble to inquire? or is it
the reviewer who has not thought it worth while to explain ?

And, in the first place, what sort of a country is this Liberia, for which
Mr. Madison’s slaves had a horror 2 What would have heen their condition
there, had they consented to the removal? Had these critics upon American
morality but adverted to the fact, the prosecution of this inquiry might
have shed some useful light to their minds upon the true nature of the con-
dition which these pieces of “human flesh” refused to exchange for that
of inhabitants of Liberia; preferring to be sold from” hand to hand in the
former, rather than to live as freemen in the latter.

Liberia is a settlement upon the coast of Africa, which, in Burope, so im-
possible is it for the genius of the American people and their institutions to
be there understood, is honestly looked upon as an evidence of American
ambition for colonial aggrandizement, However this may be, and whatever
the ulterior designs to -which it is to be subservient, the avowed cbject for
which it has been formed is that of serving as a receptacle for such free
negroes and mulattoes as may consent to accept a pussage to and outfit in
that country ; such removal being, by the laws of the States where the in-
stitution of slavery unfortunately exists, a condition to liberation; which
condition, barbarous and inhuman as it may be seen to be by the purer in.
tellectual and moral vision of Burope, rests upon a deep-seated conviction in
the American mind, on a subject that has for upwards of a century been
uppermost in the thoughts of our best and greatest men. 'I'hat this convic-
tion must be erroneous, scarcely admits of a doubt: secing that it is in con-
flict with what is absolutely self-evident to European judges ; who, besides
their superiority of intellect and of moral sentiment, possess in so vastly
higher adegree’ the requisite opportunities for forming a correct estimate of
the consequences that would ensue from the experiment of constituting a
democratic state of the white man and the negro in about equal portions.
But, although doubtless a fruit of barbarous ignorance and selfishness con-
joined in men habituated from infancy to the horrible practice of “dealin
in human flesh,” yet the conviction is not the less strong and sincere ; an
this will, perhaps, give to the barbarous law of which it has been the parent
some title to a mitigation of the execration that it so deservedly encounters.
Of the intensity in which this conviction exists, the following passage from
the posthumous autobiographical sketch left by Jerrerson, affords a not
inadequate idea. It will be borne in mind, that it is from the same pea
which, in the year 1778,—the persistence of the British Government in for-
cing the slave-trade upon Virginia having been ipsa facto arrested by the
breaking out of the revolutionary war three years previously—drew the
bill to prevent the further importation of slaves, which passed into a law
«awithout opposition,” (the King of Great Britain’s power to negative being
now extinct,) “and stopped the increase of the evil by importation, leaving
to future efforts its final eradication.” Giving, at the age of 77, an account
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of the labors of himself and two other Virginians to whom, forty years pre-
viously, had been committed the task of preparing a code of laws for the
new Commonwealth that had then justthrown off the transatlantic yoke,
he says, in regard to “the bill on the subject of slaves,” that it ¢ was a mere
digest of the existing laws respecting them, without any intimation of a
plan for a future and general emancipation. 1t was thought better that
this should be kept back, and attempted only hy way of amendment,
whenever the bill should be brought in. The principles of the amendment,
however, were agreed on; that is to say, the freedom of all born afler a
certain day, and deportation at a proper age. But it was found that the
public mind would not bear the proposition.” Here it is see that to the
minds of these three Virginia abolitionists of the year 1778—long before
William Wilberforce ever dreamed of becoming one—deportation appeared
a natural consequence to liberation. Let us see, now, how it was with the
survivor of the three, in the year 1821. Had his anxiety on the subject
abated ? Had his views about the natural connexion between abolition and
deportation. undergone any change? “Nor,” says he, speaking of their
plan for the extinction of slavery, “will the public mind bear it, even at
this day. Yet the day is not distant when it must bear and adopt it, or
worse will follow. Nothing is more certainly written in the book of fate,
than that these people are to be free ; nor is it less certain that the two
races, equally free, cannot live in the same government. Nature, habit,
opinion, have drawn indelible lines of distinction between them. It is still
in our power lo directthe process of emancipation and deportation, peacea-
bly, and in such slow degree, as that the evil will wear off insensibly, and
their place be, pari passw, filled up by free white laborers. If, on the con-
trary, it is left to force itself on, human nature must shudder at the pros-
pect held up.  We should in vain look for an example in the Spanish de-
portation or deletion of the Moors.  This precedent would full far short
of our case.” :

This conviction, “that the two races, equally free, cannot live in the
samme government,” is the ground of, or the pretext for, (whichever may
best suit European chnrity,) that law in the States of the Union that are
cursed with the institution of slavery, which renders a colony such as Li-
beria indispensable as an auxiliary to the wish on the part of any citizen to
convert into freemen the bondsmen whom the acts of past generations have
forced upon him the care and the responsibility of providing for. How far
the properties desirable in such a place of refuge are possessed by this par-
ticular colony, may, in some measure, be judged from the quotations con-
tained in Mr. Buxton’s recent work, already so often adduced: ¢ Nothing
can be more delight(ul than a stroll along the borders of the beautiful fields,
winding occasioually along almost impervious clusters of young palms,
whose spreading branches excluded every ray of the scorching sun, then
opening suddenTy on an immense rice-field of the most delicate pea-green,
skirted by the beautiful broad-leaved plantain and banana, literally groan-
ing under the immense masses of their golden fruit.” *Ashmun,” says
Mr. Buxton, “ who seems to have had a clear view of the interest of the
Liberian settlers, writes to them thus: ¢Suffer me to put down two or three
remarks, of the truth and importance of which you cannot be too sensible,
The first is, that the cultivation of your rich lands is the only way you will
ever find out to independence, comfort, and wealth! You may, if you please,
if God gives you health, become as independent, comfortable, and happy, as

b
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you ought to be in this world. The flat lands around you, and ‘particu-
larly your farms, have as good a soil as can be met with in any country.
They- will produce two crops of corn, sweet potatoes, and several oiher ve-
getables, in the year. They will yield a larger crop than the best soils in
America; and they will produce a number of very valuable articles, for
which, in the United States, millions of money are every year paid away to
foreigners. One acre of rich land, well tilled, will produce you three hun.
dred dollars worth of indigo. Half an acre may be made to grow half a
ton of arrow-root. Four acres laid out in coffee-plants, will, after the thiid
year, produce you a clear income of two or three hundred dollars.. Half
an acre of cotton-trees will clothe your whole family ; and, except a little
hoeing, vour wife and children can perform the whole labor of cropping
and manufacturing it. One acre of canes will make you independent of
all the world for the sugar you use in your family. One acre set in fruit.
trees, and well attended, will furnish you, the year round, with more plain-
tains, bananas, oranges, limes, guavas, papaws, and pine-apples; than you
will-ever gather. Nine months of the year, yon may grow fresh vegetables
every month, and some of you, who have lowland plantations, may do so
throughout the year. Clear your lands, plant your crops, keep the weeds
down ; and the most favorable climate in the world, alone, under the direc.
tion of a bountiful Providence, will do more for you than all your toil and
care could accomplish in America.’”

This is Mr. Buxton’s adopted account of the country, for going to
which Madison’s Virginia negro slaves indulged a horror! And no won-
der! How frightful must their condition at home have been, to permit
any one to entertain the idea that they could ever be brought to consent to
a removal to such a place: let their passage. thither, and their settlement
there, be provided for with ever so much care! Deplorable as is the con-
dition of factory girls and operatives in Great Britain, how vainly might
the drum beat among them, from one end of the year to another, for re-
cruits for such a coleny! But, still, how is it that this horror of theirs for
Liberia, could furnish to this “dealer in human flesh ” a pretext for prac-
tising his nefarious trade upon them? What possible connexion is there
between the two things? These connecting links happen to come under
my notice. : :

They are such as Adam Smith could have given a very shrewd guess
at, had the two extremes been put into his hands. He would have required
no further assistance than is afforded by his own proposition, that a slave
“rcan have no other interest, but to eat as much and to labor as little:as
possible.”  Madison inherited a number of tracts of land, with slaves upon
each. He lived long enough to see the daily increasing unprofitableness
of these plantations reach the point of requiring the sale of part of his prop:
erty, to make good the arrears of income. The negroes did not choose
to change masters, and he was averse to selling them. The consequence
was, that land was sold—first one piece, and then another; the slaves mean-
while retiring upon the part that was retained, until his estate finally ex-
hibited the spectacle of an overpeopled country: the women all breeding,
so soon as they reached the age of 14 or 15, and continuing: to- yield.an
active obedience to the precept “increase and multiply,” until the hand of
time put a stop to it. The population no longer produced enough to sup-
port it. What kind of treatment it received at his. hands, may be judged
from one fact. His neighborhood, although a remarkably healthy one, was
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visited by a fever of extraordinary malignity, which broke out.among « his
_people,” as a man’s slaves are habitnally termed in Virginia. Its nature
was such as to.require the free use of stimulants. .'Brandy and water, or
whiskey and water, would answer; but rich old wine would be better still.
Of this, a plentiful stock had been laid in, vears before, at a period-of greater
plenty, to mellow, and correspond in flavor to Madison hospitality. It was
such old madeira as, transatlantic epicures say, no man knows who has not
‘crossed the ocean, and as makes a London alderman’s mouth water to hear
tell'of it. Well: as this wine was thought by the doctor to be-yet better for
the pieces of “human flesh,” than even good cognac and water, it was poured
out to them like water.  This will convey an idea of the treatment which
.the “ human flesh ” received at the hands of this dealer. But, such things
- could not last forever; loath as the master was to part with beings who, éven
- during the eight years through which the. voice of his country had kept
him in the office of President, had never known any other title to call him
‘by than the “ master Jimmy” which dated as far back as he could recollect,
something of the sort must be resolved upon: for when a population of a
hundred souls, or more, with land a plenty to cultivate, although indeed not
a little the worse for bad tillage, do not raise bread and meat enough for
their own consumption, it requires a heavier purse than that of Madison’s
was when he had passed threescore and ten, to make up the deficit. What
was to' be done? . Were they to be set free, and turned loose upon the
parish 2 This had been a proceeding worthy of the practical -wisdom of
“those: who, from their London ottomans, would instruet the Virginians-how
to manage all such matters ; but it accorded as- little with Virginia notions
in regard to “human flesh,” as it did with Virginia law. What then? Why,
‘Liberia! It was proposed to them. ‘But no: the ¢ amis des noirs,” of the
truly enlightened and truly philanthropic class, who, like Miss Martineau,
are so clearsighted as to see that colonization is a mere device of miscreants
who would perpetuate ¢ the traffic in. human flesh,” and, like her, ecommis-
erate the . weakness of vision in‘such well-meaning men as Jefferson and
Madison, which they betray, by not perceiving that 2,000 or 3,000 persons
in eighteen. years is not the rate at which to get rid of a population that in-
creases 60,000 in-one year: these true friends of the black man had set
their faces against his going to Liberia. They had resolved that he should
be free in. America ; and, to deter him from emigrating to the land of his
forefathers, was therefore a.purpose so holy, that no.fraud conducive thereto
but must be pious. Hence, the  minds of the blacks were effectually poi-
soned. against the land which, for their race,-had been ascertained by Ash.’
mun, and other- such like: instruments of the. dealers in “human flesh,” to
‘be a terrestrial paradise. Madison's slaves, consequently, would not listen’
to such a: proposition. Every time it was renewed, it found: them -but the
more steeled against.it. . Fiinally, the alternative. was presented -to them, to
consent to emigrate to Liberia as freemen, or to be transferred to another
master. -They with-one voice elected the latter; and the- sale of. ** human
flesh” did accordingly take place, to a purchaser approved by themselves;
a native of the same county in Virginia, who, having removed to the banks
of the Mississippi, had there found a soil and a product which would bear
what, in the days-of Adam Smith, it seems, that there were already:but two
colonial ‘products that-could: bear. the expensiveness of—slave labor. :
.. Such isthe-truth in regard to.the litle incident in the life of Madison,
the trafficker .in - human flesh,” which .is so delicately touched on by-the



[125] 116.

Edinburgh Reviewer ! —~whether in a manner so dextrous as to have um.’
impaired the truth of Jefferson’s posthumous attestation, that, to the con.
summate intellectual powers of the father of the constitution, “ was united
a pure and spotless virtue which no calumny has ever attempted to sully,
I shall not pretend to decide.

Of a piece with the fidelity of this Edinburgh Review sketch of one of
America’s men, in the relations in which he stood towards the institalion
of slavery, is the political economist’s historical sketch of America’s conrse
in regard to the abolition of the slave-trade—that traffic which, according
to Mr. Pitt, whose oratory upon the subject appears to constitute Mr. Bux-
ton’s favorite reservoir of remarkable sayings, is ¢ the greatest practical evil
that ever afflicted mankind ;” while, according to the Edinburgh Review, the
death of that same minister (not his political, but his natural death—nothing
short of that) must now, by ¢the most calm and impartial judgment,” be
regarded as ¢ the necessary precursor” of any measure on the part of the
Government which he swayed, to put an end to what was by far the most
active branch of the traffic—that carried on by British capital aud British
sailors, under the British flag.

“ America,” says McCulloch, ¢ abolished the slave-trade at the same time
as England!” But how did this coincidence happen? How chanced it
that the daughter did, on this particular subject, prove so conformable to
the example set by the mother ?

Her preparation for it had, it must be admitted, been not altogether bad.
About the period in the world’s history, (which, to this island in particular,
is especially memorable,) when his Majesty the King_of Great Britain was
engaged in fulfilling that'royal contract entered into early in the eighteenth
century, with his Majesty the King of Spain, for a supply of 144,000 ne-
groes, for this island, at the rate of 4,800 a year, which were to be “seven
palms high, sound, and not aged;” and allowing “three to a ton,” his
Catholic Majesty was to pay for at the rate of “ 900 reals per ton ;”—about
this period, when the punctual performance of such royal engagements was
deemed so nationally interesting, that, if Lord Howe’s biographer can be
relied upon, Parliament voted £10,000 for the “suppors” of the ¢ settle-
ments” on the coast of Affica, and Captain Howe (afterwards Admiral
Lord Howe) was sent there “in the Glory, a frigate of the largest class,”
“to protect the traders;” then it was that Anthony Benezet, the Penn-
sylvania quaker, (one of those pure spirits to whom the corruptions and op-
pressions of the old world were insupportable, and whose natural field.of
action was therefore in the new,) was engaged in the task of enlightening
the minds of his countrymen in regard to the pature of *the trade,” and.
1a sowing the seeds of that detestation for the institution of slavery, which
fell in so congenial a soil that it required but a few years to make it the
overwhelming public sentiment of the country. :

This is what we see, upon casling a glance back as far as the early part
of the last century. Coming down to the period of our Revolution—when,
without ceasing to be of the same race, our fathers parted company with
those who have remained under the rule of “King, Lords, and Commons’—
we find that, in August, 1774, upwards of eight years before that Sunday
in the month of November, 1782, when ¢« Mr. Ramsay, a clergyman, who
was the first, we believe, (says the London Quarterly,) to call public atten-
tion to the suhject of negro slavery,” happened to have among his audi-
tory (and to plant in that listener’s bosom ¢ the germe of his future labors
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in that cause”) the particular individual, of whom the ‘Edinburgh Review
says: “ The political position assigned to him by his constituency in York-
shire, the multitude and intimacy of his personal friendships, the animal
spirits which knew no ebb, the insinuating graces of his conversation, the
graceful flow of his natural eloguence, and an address at once the gayest,
the most winning, and the most affectionate, marked lim owt, as the single
man of his age, to whom it would have been possible to conduct such a
struggle through all its ceaseless difficulties and disappointinents ;”"—up-
wards of eight years before the occurrence of this wonderful conjunction
of the circumstances, from whose union alone, as thus declared by the
highest British authority, it was within the range of human possibilities
that the British Parliament should be induced, during the present age, to
forbid the slave-trade to British merchants and ships,—a Virginian was pro-
posing to his countrymen an address to King George III, setting forth their
grievances, and entreating him, as he valued 'the integrity of the empire
committed by Providence to his hands, “to deal out to all equal and im-
partial right.”, At the head of the grievances complained of, at the hands
of his Majesty, as “holding the executive powers of the laws of these
States,” is the abuse of his power to negative the laws of the American
Legislatures; and at the head of the instances of this * shameful abuse of
a power trusted with his Majesty for other purposes,” are placed those
whereby the repeated endeavors of the colouists to arrest the slave-trade
had been foiled : « For the most trifling reasons, and sometimes for no con-
ceivable reason at all, his Majesty has rejected laws of the most salutary
tendency. The abolition of domestic slavery is the great object of desire
in those colonies, where it was, unhappily, introduced in their infant state.
But previous to the enfranchisement of the slaves we have, it is necessary
to exclude all further imnportations from Africa. Yet our repeated ut-
tempts to effect this, by prokibitions, and by imposing duties which might
amount to a prohibition, have been kitherto defeated by his Majesty’s
negative: thus preferring the immediate advantages of a few British
corsairs, to the lasting interests of the American States, and to the rights
of human nature, deeply wounded by this infamous practice.”

This, in 1774, was already history in regard to that “ unterrified com-
monwealth,” which, in her earliest infancy, had not shrunk from the vin-
dication of her right before the might of England, when wielded—by the
arm of Cromwell.

Not two years had passed over, when the following flowed from the same
pen: “ He (the King of Great Britain) has waged cruel war against human
nature itself; violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty, in the per-
sons of a distant people who never offended him; captivating aud carry-
Ing them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death
i their transportation thither, This piratical warfare, the opprobrium ot
infidel Powers, is the warfare of the christian King of Great Britain, De-
termined to keep open a market where men should” be bonght and sold, he
has prostitnted bis negative for suppressing every legislative attempt to
prohibit or to restrain this execrable comnmerce.  Aud that his assemblage
of horrors might want no fuct of distinguished die, he is now pxciting those
very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty ot which
he has deprived them, by murdering the people ou whom he also obtruded
them: thus paying off former crimes committed aguinst the liberties of
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oune people, with erimes which he urges them to commit against the lives
of another.” o : S ' L
At this time the war of the Revolution was fairly begun, and the coasts
were lined with King George’s fleets, which put-an end to" trade of every
sort, the slave trade included’; except that new branch of it which consist-
ed in stripping the estates of the attainted rebels of Virginia and the Caro-
-linas and Georgia of their laborers, and transporting these to the West
India islands, there to enjoy, upon the plantations of loyal officers, or those
to whom loyal officers -might dispose of them, that liberty which -royal
rroclamations held out as the reward for cutting as many-rebel throats as
possible.. . Nevertheless, although thus suspended through the operation of
_war, the slave-trade was not left to the effect of its casualties solely. In
1778, (four years before Wilbsrforce heard that sermon from Ramsay, on
the subject of negroes, which “planted the germe of his future labors in
tiie cause,” and nearly ten years before those labors commenced,) a bill to
prevent all further importation of negroes was introduced into the Legisla-
ture of - Virginia, and ®passed without opposition;” thereby giving the
force of law to the ¢ resolution to discontinue the importation of slaves,”
which, four years before, amid. the excitement caused by the Boston port
Lill, and the anxieties attendant upon the impending struggle, had signal-
ized the first proceedings of that convention, which, tpon the dissolution of
‘the Legislative Assembly by the royal governor, was selected by the people
of Virginia “to consider the state of the colony, and particularly to ap-
roint delegates to a general congress of all the colonies”-that same Conti-
nental Congress which assembled at Philadelphia in-1774, and then, nearly
two years - before it threw off ull allegiance to the British king, responded
to the ¢ resolution of the convention of Virginia,” by the ¢resolution not
to import, or purchase any slave imported, after the first day of December
in this year, and wholly to discontinue the trade.” - ' o
The year 1787, which was signalized by Mr. Wilberforce’s undertaking
that “cause, by his labors  in which he is the most extensively and perma-
rently known,” is memorablé also in world history, for the labors of that
convention which resulted in the formation of the existing Union, and the
establishment, by the free suffrages of the people of thirteen independent
States, of a Government as essentially different from any of the chance-
begotten institutions under which humanity had hitherto groaned, as man
-is different from the monsters that peopled the earth’s primeval slime: that
Government which is equally admirable and striking as an attestation of
the ‘improvement whict: our race had undergone, and must forever con-
tinue to exhibit, whether it .be considered in the political wisdom evinced
‘in its structure, or in the patriotic intelligence of which its adoption by the
separate action of the people of thiirteen distinct States was .a manifestation,
far surpassing any yet afforded by the annals of mankind. o
In these thirteen States, the institution of domestic slavery had, during
taeir colonial dependence, beeu generally recognised; and the efforts made
to arrest the increase of that portion of the popunlation had been defeated by
the tyrannical prostitutiou of the King’s negative to promote the temporary’
commercial profits of a few traders residing at Liverpool aud other ports of
England, at the expense of ¢ the lasting interests of the American States.”
In the greater number of these, however, it fortunately remained inconsid-
erable. But five of themn, at the head of which stood Virginia, with a popu-
lution nearly doulling thut of ‘the next largest State, depended altogether
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upon slave-labor for those agricultural products which constituted their only
wealth, and the extended cultivation whereof could alone give value to that
virgin sml of which the boundless expanse invited the plauter to make his
children rich by sending them forth, each with a gang of new hands,
which the liberality of transatlantic merchants would have supplied with-
out stint.

The allurement, however, proved ineffectnal ; and the very year (1788)
which, on one 51de of the Atlantic, witnessed Pltt and Sir William Dolben
envaved from the beginning of May till the 7th of July, “in their struggles
to pass the bill for recruhuncr the transport of slaves”—merely sub3ectmc the
English traders to « regulatuw” restrictions—when, such was the philoso-
phwal indifference to this subject among the Oxonian and Cantab states-
men of the old world, that, according to the London Quarterly, “ Charles
Fox went grouse- shootmcr while Pm ? «in a House of forty one members,
one more only than a quorum,” was engaged in the strenuons exertions
which were crowned by the passage of the bill ¢ by only thirty-five votes in
a sort of Rump Parliament ; 7 _the very year which witnessed this contrast
of apathy and zeal on one side of the ocean, saw, on the other, the planters
of Virginia, and the Carolinas, and Georgia; making a voluntary offering
upon the altar of their country, of a portion of that national mdependence
which they prized so highly—deliberately surrendering, for the general wel-
fare, a part of the right of self-government, of which ‘each was so jealous,
and subjecting themselves forever to an express inhibition to. admit any
more slaves after a limited period.

Already, for the period of ten years, had this inhibition been imposed upon
Virginia by her own act. Nor would it now have been made prospective in
thts gener:i law binding upon all the States, but through a concession,
which, as a means to unanimity in the adoption of the Umon was made to
the two southernmost States, which had suffered greatly from the incur-
sions of loyal forces on the water side, and, on the other, of those scalping-
knife allies, against the employment of whom the thunder of Chatham had
vainly expended itself; and, in consequence of this double visitation, had
suffered a double drain of that agricultural population on which the mallg-
nity of their climate to the white man renders them entirely dependent :
one stream flowing to the Indian maize-grounds on their southern and west-
ern borders ; the other to the scarcely more remote loyal sugar-colonies, to
the populatlon of which the Virginia tobacco-plantations, no less than the
rice-swamps of Cuarolina and Georgm, continued throughout that war, as
they were destined subsequently to do in that which is “known among us
as the “second war of inedependence,” to contribute not unfrequent quotas.

Virginia had, so soon as her action on the subject was freed from the
trammel of the royal negative, obeyed the dictates of her long-cherished
convictions ; barring, by a law of her own, the door against African impor-
tations, in lonrr anticipation of the period \when it might again be thrown
open by the return of peace. But Carolina and Georcna thouoht it unwise,
by binding themselves to the same interdict, to destroy the possibility of
supplying “the void thus produced in their agr 1cultural laboring class.

In what light the subject preseuted itself at the time, is shown by the fol-
lowing reinarks, made in the convention of the State of North Carolina
to whom their fellow-citizens had confided the trust of deliberating upon
the merits of the proposed union, and of the Government which it was to
establish ; and of deciding the momentous question, whether that State
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should or should not become one of its members. These remarks were
uttered in July, 1788, the very month of the very year, when, (so insignif-
- cant did the subject appear to the transatlantic public mind, even with re-
gard to enactments for “ regulating” the slave-trade,) “ Fox and Burke, (so
says the. London Quarterly,) though they had originally spoken for the bill,
(Talfourd’s ¢ oratorical philanthropy !”) did not think it worth while to stay
in_town to vofe for it;” and, consequently, Fox went his way a grouse-
shooting, leaving the bill to be disposed of by a rump of forty-one menbers—
at a time, too, when its fate there was so uncertain, as it may be presumed
to have been from the indication afforded by the vote in-the House of Lords,
“where the most strenuous exesti-us of the prime minister, who ¢ kept Par-
liament sitting with no other 1.1« iness before it,” had just been able to ac-
complish nothing more than th:: passage of the same bill “by a majority of
two ;” and this, after * many amendments,” which * were techuically fatal”
toit. : : o . - '
At this very same time—one year before Wilberforce *first proposed the
abolition of the slave-trade to the House of Commons”—in the little town of
Hillsborough, in the State of North Carolina, the convention, deliberating
upon the adoption of the present constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica, had under consideration that particular clause which conferred upon
the General Government authority to prohibit the importation of slaves after
the year 1807.  Upon the demand of one of the members for an explanation
of this restriction of that power to the period subsequent to the year 1807,
‘Mr. Iredell said: * I rise to express sentiments similar to those of the gen-
tleman from Craven. For my part, were it practicable to pat.an end to the
importation of slaves immediately, it would give me the greatest pleasure;
for it certainly is a trade utterly inconsistent with the rights of humanity, .
-and ‘under which great cruelties have been exercised. When the entire
abolition of slavery takes place, it will be an event most pleasing to every
generous mind, and every friend of human nature ; but we often wish for
things which are got attainable. It was the wish of a great majority of the
convention .to put an end to the trade immediately, but the States of South
Carolina and Georgia would not agree to it. Consider, then, what would
be the difference between our present situation in this respect, if we do not
agree to the constitution, and what it will be if we do agree toit. . If we do
‘not agree to it, do we remedy the evil? - No, sir, we do not. For, if the
constitution be not adopted, it will be in the power of every State to con-
tinue it forever. They may or may not abolish it, at their discretion. But
if we adopt the coustitution, the trade must cease after twenty years, if Con-
gress so declare, whether particular States please or not. -Surely, then, we
gain by it.  This was the utmost that conld be obtained. I heartily wish
more could have been done. - But as it is, this Government is nobly dis-
tinguished above others by that very provision. Where is there another.
country in which such a restriction prevails? We therefore, sir, set an
example of humanity, by providing for the abolition of this inhuman traflic,
though at a distant period. 1 hope, therefore, that this part of the constitu-
tion will not be condemned, because it has not stipulated for 'what it was
impracticable to obtain.” T - o
. Mr. Iredell added to what he had said before, that « the Siates of Georgia
and South Carolina had lost a great many slaves duriing the war, and that

'thgy wished to supply the loss.”"

“This limitation, to the end of the yeé.r‘ 1807, of the restriction upon the
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powers conferred on the General Government in regard to the slave-trade—
which limitation formed part of the restriction, as it was imposed at the time
the Government was originally devised in 1787 affords the explanation of
that coincidence in point of time, between the legislation of Congress and
‘that of the British Parliament, which is so stated by McCulloch, as to impress
any reader with the notion that the former was the fruit of the latter—the
result of the spirit of imitation on the part of the daughter, watchful of the
struggle going on in the bosom of the parent, and yielding a conformity to
her example. < et T S o L

& America abolished the slave-trade at the same time as England!” Yes,
the act of the British Parliament bears date the 25th of March, 1807 ; and
that of the American Congress, on the 2d of the same month of the same
year. .But what reader of the above sentence, coming in at the close of a
sketch of - that twenty years’ struggle in the British I.ords and Commons,
which the Edinburgh Review pronounces Wilberforce to have been the only
man of the age who could have brought it to a successful issue, would
ever divine that, to all intents and purposes, (above all, when-considered in
its relations to a struggle of that nature,) the American law had passed—her
measure of abolition had been agreed upon before Wilberforce had made
the first move by which that twenty years’ struggle was broughton?

But, although restricted in this one particular, the General Government
of the Union was left free in_ all others regarding the slave-trade. Before
the year 1808, it was precluded from interfering with the importation-of
slaves into such of the States as might see fit to allow it ; but, in all other
respects, its power over the subject was as unlimited as that of the British
Parliament, if it be allowable to compare two things—so entirely dissimilar
as a government constituted in such a manner that its action’ must neces-
sarily be a true exponent of the general sentiment of the nation, and one
composed of a detestable sham, under the name of a representative body,
tacked on as an ‘appendage to another, consisting of hereditary wisdom and
patriotism ; the general action of which could never have for its aim any
other than that which istoo well understood at the present dayto require men-
tion, and the particular action of which on any one subject might be deter-
mined in favor of any scheme, however wild or iviguitous, by the desire of
the ins or the outs to conciliate the favor and purchase the votes of halfa dozen
“ members,” representing(!) perhaps not as many hundred electors. - -

'The use made of the authority thus vested in the ¢ruly * representative”
government, which I have thus been led to compare with the transatlantic
sham that passes under the same name, is seen upon our statute-book and
in the decisions of our courts; - ' - o '

‘Simultaneously, almost, with the establishment of the American Govern-
ment, was a measure ocu the part of Spain with regard to hex colonies, which
afforded a test to the sentiment of the people of the United States with re-
gard to the slave-trade. To the contract between. their two Majesties,
whereby, in the early part of the century, his Britannic Majesty engaged to
keep up the supply for his Catholic Majesty’s possessious, of Africans  not
less than seven palms in height,” succeeded other contracts in which the
place of his Britannic Majesty was supplied by private individuals—among
whom the most conspicuous place seems to have been occupied by the
house of Baker & Dawson of Liverpcol, within whose field of operations
this island was placed by a royal order of 1786. Some’years after this,
however, although the negroes were delivered by these contractors at the
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moderate price of 155 dollars, it was deemed advisable to abandon this sys-
“tem of privileged, for that of free, trade ; and, accordingly, the Canary islands,
together with San Domingo, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, were thrown open to
the vessels of all nations bringing slaves. Here was an inviting field to the
enterprise of New England ship-owners and mariners ; and the commercial
skill which has raised them to such eminence in other branches, would no
doubt have rendered them formidable competitors of the Liverpool traders in
this lucrative pursuit.. =~ - - T S
- But this temptation proved as ineffectual to navigating New England,
as that of obtaining for her emigrating sons to the. rich alluvions of the.
west a plentiful supply of hands at 100 to 150 dollars a head had proved
.to planting Virginia. In March, 1794—not a year after the votes by which
_the House of Commons rejected, not only.a proposal for abolishing the slave-
trade, but one also for ¢ restricting the number of slaves to be annually im-
ported into our own colonies,” and then -another % for prokibiting the em-
ployment of British capital in the introduction of slaves into foreign seiile-
ments ;"—nearly two years before the time when, the philosophical indiffer-
ence to the subject still prevailing, % a body of Wilberforce’s. supporters,
suffieient to have carried the bill for abolition, were enticed from their places
"inthe House by the new opera of the ¢ Two Hunchbacks,’ in which a con-
spicuous part was assigned to the great vocalist of that day, Signor Portu-
galls ;”—three years before the period when he encountered ¢ a defeat more
signal than any of those which he had hitherto endured ;"—ten years before
the Lords defeated, for the second time, the bill after it had passed the Com-
mons ; and upwards of éleven years before ¢ the House of Commons of 1805,
receding from the former resolutions, rejected his bill,”—their own bill, twice
_setnt by them to the Lords ;—on the 22d of March, 1794, a law, passed with-
out oppesition, went into effect, involving-an exercise by the Government
of the United States, of the whole authority vested in it with regard to the
slave-trade. 'The American Congress did the very thing which the British
Commons at the very same period refused to do; they “ prohibited the em-
ployment of » American ¢ capital in the introduction of slaves.into foreign
settlements,” Nor was the prohibition confined to American capital ; it em.
braced all capital and labor whatsoever, whether American or foreign; and
forbade its employment for that purpose anywhere within the jurisdiction of
the United States.” This lawis still in foree; and it would be difficult to find,
in any code, one more anxiously or skilfully framed. S
. The prohibition established by it applies to ¢ any citizen of the United
States,;' or foreigner, or any other person coming into or residing within the
same. : : . C .
" 1t is, that no such person ¢ shall, for himself, or any other person what-
soever, either as master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise
prepare any ship or vessel, within any.port or place of the said United
States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place
within the same, for the purpose of carrying on any trade or traffic in
slaves, to any foreign country ; or for .the purpose of procuring from any
foreign kingdom, place, or country, the inhabitants of such kingdom, place,
or country, to be transported to any foreign country, port, or place what-
ever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves.” 4 -
.. To enforce this- prohibition, it is provided—1st. 'That any vessel fitted
out « for the said purpose” shall be forfeited to the United States; 2d. That
every person so building, fitting out, equipping, loading, or otherwise pre-
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paring, or sending away, any ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the
same shall be employed in such trade or business, contrary to the true in.
tent and meaning of this act, or anyways aiding cr abetting therein, shall
severally forfeit and pay the sum of two thousand dollars—one moiety
thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the
use of him or her who shall sue for and prosecute the same; and 3d. A
penalty, to be sued for and distributed in the same way, of two hundred
dollars for each and every person transported in violation of this prohibition.

The act contains a further provision, having- for its object to preventa
violation of the prohibition on the part of foreign vessels; by retaining a
control over their employment after they may have left the jurisdiction of
the United States. Itis: thatin the case of suspicion, on the part of any
citizen, that a foreign vessel is intended for the slave-trade, and the infor-
mation on the subject being deemed satisfactory by the officers of the cus-
toms to whom it may be communicated, the vessel shall not be allowed to
clear, until a satisfactory bond shall be given that none of the natives of
Africa, or of any other foreign country, shall, within nine months, be taken
_on board, contrary to the true intent of the prohibition. _ :

The questions of construction, arising in prosecutions under this act,
have been decided in a manner evincing any thing but a bias towards par-
ties acting contrary to its spirit. ‘Thus, although the acts of preparing a
vessel,and of causing her to sdil, are essantiai’ly distinet, an information
describing both ucts in one connt has beentwice held to be sufficient... In
another case, it has been decided that, to incur forfeiture, «it is not requisite
‘that the vessel should be completely fitted and ready for sea; the right of
seizure attaches as soon as the preparations have proceeded so far as clearly
to manifest the intention.” So with regard to the penalty of two thousand
dollars, for building, fitting out, &c,, any vessel, or anyways aiding or
abetting therein, it has been decided that * the forfeiture attaches under the
preceding article, where the original voyage is commenced in the United
States, whether the vessel belonged to citizens or to foreigners, and whether
the act’is done su0 jure, or by an agent, for the benefit of another person,
who is not a citizen or resident of the United States;” and further, that
tuking the vessel to a foreign port, and there making a sale to a foreigner,
and commencing a new voyage from that port, ¢ does not break the con-
tinuity of the original adventure,” but leaves the party in the United States
subject to the penalty, just the same as if the vessel had gone direct from
the United States to the coast of Africa. : T
- T'his is a fair specimen of the action of the Government of the United
States, by laws and judicial decisions ; the former of which succeeded each
other from 1794 to 1800, 1803, 1807, 1S18, 1819, and 1820), as experience
suggested new provisions for the complete effectnation of the object of
utterly disconnecting the country, its citizens, and its residents, in all pos-
sible modes, with the slave-trade. These laws bear upon their face the
impress of that sincerity, and that directness of purpose, so naturally char-
acteristic of the laws of a country where legislation on any subject of mo-
ment cannot be anght else than the expression of the general opinion and
sentiment, adopted and formed with the deliberation which cannot but pre-.
.cede them in a community where every man has a voice; where the doc-
trine of ‘passive obediénce, whether to kings or to majorities, is unknowh ;
and where the authority of the State itself, and the eorrelative duty of obe-
dience or conformity on the part of the individual citizen, are understood
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and felt to rest upon a compact to which every cilizen is a party, with ail
the rights inseparable from that relation—a compact which enjoins it as the
paramount duty of every citizen, that, in the exercise of his share of politi-
cal power, he shall not aid in any unnecessary violence to the interests, the
opinions, or the prejudices even, of any other ; and the practical influence
of which is, that, in exact proportion to the interest which any question may
excite in any portion of the community, is the consideration shown for it in
the formation of that general sentiment,—a conformity to which, on the
part of the minority, who may not concur in it, is universally understood
and fel¢ to be the necessary price of the harmony and peace of society under
the least imiperfect of the forms in which the imperfection of human nature
allows it to exist. These laws every individual in the country is free to
denounce any infraction of, to authorities that dare not, if they had the dis-
position, omit any step towards its punishment ; their pecuniary penalties
are so heavy, and so distributed, as to afford the strongest incentive to vigi-
lance, on the part of every individual capable of being quickened by the
prospect of lucre in the discharge of the duty which every man in a repub-
lic owes to the law; and the country is one, happily, where no man is
afraid to speak out, and no necessity exists for bribing him with the promise
of personal safety, within the walls of a prison, to be exchanged, at the ex-
piration of an uncertain term of months, for the reward of “exile for life.”

Thus much in regard to the points presented by your two first commu-
nications. 'They might be dilated upon much further; but want of time
to spare to the subject admonishes me to dismiss them, and to proceed to
your third and last communication ;—that which has led me to engage in a
task which I should so willingly have avoided, and all necessity for which
I bad indulged the hope of having precluded, by the reception given to
your first essays in this line.

In this third communication, besides the proposal, conveyed in your own
language, which has already been the subject of comment, ] am favored
with an extract from the ¢ Despatch from her Britannic Majesty’s principal
Secretary of State,” in the following words: “The two Governmeitts hav-
ing, by the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent, mutually engaged to euch
other ‘to use their utmost endeavors to promote the entire abolition of the
slave-trade,’ it seems perfectly consistent with the respect which the agents
of each country must feel for the other country, that they should not only
themselves act in strict accordance with the spirit of the engagement which
their own Government has contracted, but that they should furnish to the
agents of the other Government any infermation which may be calculated
to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish the com-
mon purpose.”

To judge from the juxtaposition in which yon have placed this extract,
with the proposal that T should accept the post of informer-general against
British subjects, it would seem to have been intended as an argument to
justify the proposal. If it is to be so considered, my answer to it is already

iven.
8 To judge of its meaning by its own terms, the design of the writer
would seem, however, to have been somewhat different from the purpose
to which you have applied the passage. It seems to have been inteuded
as a vindication of the respectfulness of the step taken by you in addressing
to me your communication of January last, upon the general ground that
“it seems perfectly consistent with the respect which the agents of each
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country must feel for the other country, that they should” * furnish to the
agents of the other Government any information which may be calculated
to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish the com-
mon purpose.” And this general proposition is presented as a logical infer-
ence from the stipulation contained in the treaty of Ghent, whereby, in re-
gard to the “ total abolition of the slave-trade,” it was “ agreed that both the
contractin’g parties shall use their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable
an object.”

How far this stipulation warrants the deduction here made from it, I will
now inquire; and then I will examine how far, supposing the general
proposition to be a sound one, it can afford justification to that course on
your part, in defence of which it is brought forward.

To any mind in the slightest degree conversant with the principle of
national independence in its simplest applications, it is evident that this
stipulation does not confer upon either party a shadow of right to interfere,
in any mode, manner, or degree whatever, with the other, in the means
which she may see fit to employ for fulfilling the object on her part ; which
proposition, however, requires one qualification,—that those means shall not
be in violation of the received principles of international law. For instance :
that, under the plea of *best endeavors to accomplish so desirable an ob-
ject,” one of the parties shall not effect the conquest of weaker States, or
establish over their Governments a control irreconcilable with those fun-
damental principles, and with that state of things, the maintenance of which
is of paramount importance to the world. But, with this one qualification
only, the proposition is self-evident. The stipulation does not, in the
slightest degree, abridge the independence of either party, in regard to her
action upon the subject. It leaves her free to pass her own laws, and to
provide for their execution, by her own exclusive action ; and coufers no
right whatever upon the other party to interfere with that action.

One right it does confer upon both parties, and one right only, to wit :
that the other “skall use its best endeavors.” The only particular in
which this right is susceptible of qualification, regards the precise nature
and extent of the action thus made obligatory upon the several parties.
Among the limitations in this respect, necessarily attaching to any covenant
of the sort, between whatsoever two parties, (provided these had a title to be
considered to be within the pale of civilization,) one obviously is, that the
endeavors to which each should be deemed to be bound should not be of a
character inconsistent with the general principles of civilized government ;
und the same protective limitation must evidently apply, also, to any par-
ticular principle that might be held sacred by one only of the parties.
Hence, the obligation, although mutnal, could not be absolutely identical
in its details, as applicable to either party, unless they should chance to
possess governments exactly alike; for, unless such an identity should exist,
measures might be rightfully expected from the one, which it would be un-
just to require of the other. For instance : the © expedient” adopted by the
Governor of the Mauritius shows that, although ¢“strong,” it was not abso-
lutely inconsistent with the principles prevailing in Great Britain with re-
gard to the rightful exercise of authority over British subjects ; it would,
therefore, not be unreasonable in the Government of the United States to
expect that, among the ¢ best endeavors” to which that of Great Britain is
bound, it should g-eely use, through her colonial Governors, the “¢xpedi-
ent” of sending culprits to the Old Bailéy ¢ for trial.” But it would be alto-
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gether unreasonable in the latter to expect of the former to use any
means of corresponding sirength : seeing, that in the catalogue of acts of
tyranny charged, in the declaration of independence, against the King of
"Great Britain, is that of having “combined with others” (the Lords and.
' Commons) *for transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended of:
fences;” and that this referred. to an act of Parliament, which, two-years
before, by the same pen, had been thus commented upon in the proposed
address to the King: « By the act for the suppression of riots and tumults
in the town of Boston, passed also in the last session of Parliament, a mur-
der committed there is, if the Governor pleases, to be tried in the court of
King’s Bench, in the island of Great Britain, by a jury of Middlesex. The
witnessess 100, on the receipt of such a sum as the Governor shall think it
reasonable for them to expend; are to enter into recognizance to appear at
‘the trial. = This is, in other words, taxing them to the amount of their re.
cognizance; and that amount may be whatever a Governor pleases. For
who, does his Majesty think, can be prevailed on to cross the Auantic, for
the sole purpose of bearing evidence to a fact? ' His expenses are to be
"borne, indeed, as they shall be estimated by a Governor ; but who are to.
feed the wife and children whom he leaves behind, and who have no other
subsistence but his daily labor ? Those ‘epidemical disorders, too, so terri-
ble in a foreign climate: is the cure of them to be estimated amoug the arti-
.cles of expenses, and their danger to be warded off by the aliighty power
of a Parliament? And-the wretched criminal, if he happen to have offend~
ed on the ‘American side, stripped of his privilege of trial by peers of his
vicinage—removed from the place where alone full evidence could be ob-
tained—without money, without counsel, without friends, without exculpa-
tory preof—is tried before judges predetermined to condemn. "The cowards
who would suffer a countryman to be torn from the bowels of their society,
in ordeér to be thus offered a sacrifice to parliamentary tyranny, would merit
that everlasting infamy now fixed on the authors of the act !” - E .
Nor is the difference in the details of this obligation, as it attaches to-the
‘parties respectively, necessarily confined to fundamental points, of the na-
ture of that just adverted to. * It may extend to others, such as the proper
principles to be observed towards other nations ; or to matters of secondary
importance, such as the mere expenditure of money. In respect to the lat-
ter,-for instance : our Government might, from its very constitution, be irre:
sistibly predisposed on all occasions to a magnanimous prodigality ; and
have it in its power to indulge the propensity, without stopping to enter into
a miserly comparison of the two sides of the account, for the purpose of as-
certaining whether the resulting benefit was; in certainty and degree, com:
mensurate with the inconvenience experienced by those who provided the
‘means for the expenditure : while, on the contrary, the other party to the
“agreement might be constantly subject to an equally effective bias towards
a vulgar parsimony, through the impossibility of its engaging in any ex-
penditure of the substance of the people over whom it was intrasted with
the power of taxation, without a rigid inquiry, justifying it under every
aspect in. which its rightfulness could come in question. In such case, it
would:clearly be no less unreasonable and. inconsistent with the true spirit
of the stipulation, for the liberal Government: to.require of the other tg keep
pace with its lavish expenditure, than it would be for the latter to-insist
upon the former’s placing a curb upon its own generous spirit, in order that
the penuriousness with.which it was in contrast should not be put:to shame:
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A corresponding difference might be occasioned by the character of the two
Governments, with reference to the rest of the world. One of them, for 2x-
ample, might be so constituted thatits course towards foreign nations should
naturally exhibit always a strict conformity to the maxim, « Peace and hon-
est friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with none ;” while a pro-
pensity directly the reverse of this might belong to the character of the
other. The former might be known to be ever governed by the idea that its
business was to attend to the concerns of its own people, and not of any
other; that, ifit regulated the conduct of its own citizens, and maintained
their rights, its office was fulfilled ; and that its duty, both to themand to the
rest of mankind, alike dictated a total abstinence from all intermeddling in
the concerns of other States, and that these should be left to manage their
own affairs,—the Government dealing with its subjects, and the subjects with
the Government, according e their respective notions of right and wrong,
and their respective means of control. The latter, on the contrary, might
be known to be confirmed in the habit of considering itself the ordained re-
gulator of the affairs of humanity at large; so that, in the distribution of its
attention over the vast sphere of action belonging to it, but a small share
could be allotted to the condition of its own imnmediate subjects, so long as
any topic connected with ¢ the rights of humanity” should exist ; in respect
to which, the composition of other Governments might be beneficially mod.-
ified, or their action advantageously influenced in any way ; whether by di.
recting and quickening it, or by assisting its operation, by taking part in the
execution of the laws they might be prevailed upon to pass for the regula-
tion of their subjects. It is undeniable that a difference of this kind would
afford just ground for one between the exertions that the parties might sev.
erally be required to make towards the object in regard to which their best
endeavors had been mntually pledged. The Government distinguished for
its contracted views, might, without laying itself open to the charge of dis-
appoiniing any expectation that could reasonably be entertained from one of
such a character, limit its endeavors towards the abolition of the slave-trade
by other Governments, to declarations of its own conviction and sentiments
with respect to it upon all fit occasions ; and to the influence of its example,
in faithfully maintaining the authority of laws truly calculated to prevent its
own citizens from taking part, directly or indirectly, in the traflic; or from
facilitating it on the part of others. Moreover, as the maintenance of laws
of this kind is particularly expensive, and as this expensiveness increases in
a geometrical ratio with the distance of the theatre upon which infractions
may be committed, it follows that their absolute maintenance, sothat unpun-
ished violations of them shall be altogether unknown-—an impossibility to
any Government, with regard to any law—cannot be reasonably counted
upon : above all, from a Government which, besides being one of those to
whom ¢strong expedients” are forbidden, belongs also to the parsimonious
class, that are so cramped in regard to the faculty of disposing of the fruits
of the people’s industry, as to be under the necessity always of: justifying
any exercise of it, by showing that it has not been abused, either through
the inherent worthlessness of the end, or through its being of too uncertain
or too costly-accomplishment.. With regard to a Government of this re-
stricted nature, all these considerations concur to set limits to its obligation,
which have no existence for one whose nature impels and allows it to-spurn
at all such restraints ; and whilst the former, through its considerateness of
expease, and other causes, might, without criminality, fall:somewhat short of
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the utmost attainable perfection in the maintenance ofits own lawsg, the lat.
ter might, without injustice, be expected to acta very different part, and noi
only. to exercise all its influence in directing the legislation of other coun-
tries, but also to volunteer to enforce their laws : to this end, covering the
sea with her cruisers, and the land with agents of all sorts, regardless of cost.

But, after making every such qualification of it, the right resulting from
this stipulation still remains to each of the parties. It is a rightthat the other
“ shall use its best endeavors;” and although it does not by any means fol-
low from this right, that either party should possess that of interfering inany
manner with the other, by pretending to take part in either the enactment
or the execution of her laws, it does follow that, if this obligation be unful-
filled by either party, a further right does thereupon attach to the other, to
wit: the right to charge her with faithlessness, in the face of the world ; and
to resort to such other measures as the power of the aggrieved party may
render practicable, and the extent of the injury may warrant,

This right, *the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent,” quoted by her Ma-
jesty’s principal Secretary of State, does confer upon the British with regard
to the American Government, if the latter prove unfaithful to the obligation
thereby incurred. But it confers no other. That stipulation does not, in
any manner, affect the independence of the two parties. It leavesit absolute
and intact as before ; and confers upon neither the right to advance any
pretension, or so much as propose even to take part, either in the making or
in the executing of the laws of the other. Above all, does it not afford any
ground for any proceeding of the sort on the part of subordinate agents re-
siding in a foreign country, and accredited there for a special purpose only,
towards other subordinate agents, who, although accredited to the same au-
thorities, are not placed, and, from the special character.of the former, can-
not possibly be placed, in any official relationship with them.

But, admit for a moment this proposition of her Majesty’s principal Secre-
tary of State to be incontrovertible ! Does it afford any justification of the
course pursued by you? Not the slightest. Anxious as he appears to have
been to cover your position, he could not venture upon a proposition broad
enough to afford it even a shadow of protection. What he says amounts, in
truth, to nothing but a disclaimer of intentional disrespect, thrown into the
shape of an unsound argument that no disrespect was shown. The dis-
claimer may be accepted ; but the fallacy relates to a point too important to
allow it to pass unexposed. .

What is it that to the principal Secretary ¢“seems perfectly consistent
with the respect which the agents of each country must feel for the other
country ?” 'Why, that they should, on either part, “ furnish to the agents of
the other Government any information which may be calculated to enable
that other Government more effectually to accomplish the common purpose.”
Admitting this to be true, what is the thing to be furnished? Itis «infor.
snation ;” and this information must be of a particular kind. Under this rule,
even, you could not, consistently with the respect which the principal Sec-
retary says you ¢ must feel” for my country, offer to furnish me with any
information, unless it were ¢ calculated to enable the Government of the
United States more effectually to accomplish the common purpose.”

Manifestly fallacious as the Secretary’s principle appears to me; and ob-
vious as is, to my. mind, the duty of denying to it all influence whatever, in
any determination I might come to in a case of the kind; yet I can conceive
cases in which the nature of the “informatidh” communicated, and all the
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circumstances attending the communication, would afford conclusive evi-
dence of that sincerity of purpose, which, however misdirected it may be,

ever carries with it its own title to a respectful and friendly reception. But
the present case, unfortunately, is not of this class. 'To furnish the Ameri-
can consul at Havana with “4nformation,” which there might be a possi-
bility of his not possessing, and truly « calculated to enable” his Govern-
ment to make it a basis of action, would be one thing. ‘To make that same
officer ¢ acqnainted with the report prevalent in this place,” isanother, and
a very different thing ; so.different, that, to be sensible of the difference, it
fully suffices to bestow one’s consideration upon the naked act itself, without
adverting to the various adjuncts, in the shape of suggestions and hopes,
with which you judged proper to garnish it. And this brings me to the
speculation into which, upon the occasion of showing that your object in
addressing these communications to me could not possibly be that which you
avowed, I announced my intention to venture, with regard to what really
was the object at which you were driving. The task is, indeed, a super-
fluous one ; seeing that my opinion on the subject cannot but be already
sufficiently disclosed. But, as the speculation has been promised, 1 will

ive it

£ The belief, then, which every thing has conspired to force upon my
mind—which no single circumstance exists to weaken—is, that your com-
munication was addressed to me without the remotest expectation that your
making me * acquainted with the report prevalent in this place” could, by
any possibility, conduce to any useful end regarding the subject; and that
the occasion was seized by you, to get up, for stage-effect at home, a display
of zeal and efficiency, the hollowness of which could at that distance alone
fail to be seen into, and to excite the contempt proper to such exhibitions.
This, however, was a consideration which they could not be expected to be
otherwise than regardless of, whether at home or on this remote theatre,
whose bosoms could feel comfortable under such a burden as the conscious-
ness of being parties to the little game of patronage here exhibited to admir-
ing eyes. So long as the object of getting up a show of efficiency, tv cover
the sinecure reality, could be accomplished, it mattered little what people
here might think. Nor, although the primary, was this the only end
which the occasion might be made to serve. It was a favorable one to pun-
ish the United States for having so pertinaciously resisted the entreaties of the
British Governmeuntto flatter and couciliate the influences which had acquired
such predominance over the action of its own place-holders and place-seekers,
by the one concession of giving its consent to the plan constituting its navy
the grand high constable of the seas, and becoming a party to the grant to:
it of the right of search. 'This punishment might be inflicted in the shape
of the calumnious imputation, which your diplomatic skill taught you ¢ re-
spectfully” te present in the friendly guise of suggestions, hopes, and regrets;
and, besides the gratification of the feeling which prompted it, who could

tell but that the chastisement might be attended with the further advantage

and glory to the actors, of subduing the stubbornness upon which it was ex-
pended? It was accordingly ventured upon ; and if you are not by this

time satisfied that the act was one in which you displayed greater valor

than discretion, it is because my humble powers do not correspond to the

good-will which will ever animate me upon such an occasion, whether the

slander cast at my country come from the hard of an underling sine-

curist, or fxgm that of the principal Secretary of State.
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If, as circumstances would seem to indicate, you really did indulge, while
hazarding this'step, in the delusive notion that expedients of the sort could
be attended with the effect of extorting from the Government of the United
States the oft-denied privilege of searching the vessels of its citizens, this
would only.-be an additional proof of the utter misconceptions which yet
prevail with regard to ns. Could the people of Great Britain but be as free
from all iniquitous taxation, as they ever will remain from that for which a
pretext would be afforded by the consent of the United States to place them-
selves under the pupilage of the British Government, and to have their
laws, whether on land or at sea, executed by the agency of the British navy
or of British commissioners, Mr. Hume’s occupation (in one field, at least)
would be gone ; for the condition of his countrymen would, in that respect,
leave nothing to be desired. The right of search! You do not understand
us ; this is but too plain. Why, if through some extraordinary combination
of circumstances, the administration of the Government of the United States
should chance to fall into the hands of a man disposed to enter into such an
arrangement, it would still be as far as ever from its accomplishment. To
present for the consideration of the Senate, a treaty subjecting American
vessels to search by the officers of a foreign Power—and, above all others, of
Great Britain—would transcend the daring of any man, unless he were so
far insane as to covet the distinction of impeachment. Such an idea could
find a harboring-place in no American brain but that of a lunatic ; and that
the reverse should be counted upon by a European, only proves how little
Europe understands America. The truth to which I have pointed in re-
gard to the cause of the impossibility of a conflict in the latter country be-
tween law and public opinion, applies with no less force to the subject of
national independence. In European countries, this is (except when some
very extraordinary crisis may have arisen to throw the people into unusual
excitement) a vague abstraction, which, to the common mind, appears as far
above its own proper region of thought and sentiment, as the King’s judi-
cial ubiquity, or his more general exemption from fallibility. Like these
attributes of majesty, independence is something which concerns the Gov-
ernment, and with which the subject has nothing to do. Far different is
thescase in my country. There, national independence is an object familiar
to the thoughts and dear to the heart of the citizen—a sacred heir-loom,
handed down from the generation®of '76; the history of the acquisition of
which, and the duty of transmitting it unimpaired; is among the first les-
sous of the infant mind. Itis seen to be a part of that self-government,
which (the dearest inheritance of the people) belongs to them; cannot be
invaded without grievously wronging them; cannot be alienated without
enslaving them. Not a man in the country, however little he might have
thought upon the subject, but would perceive, at a glance, that the most
atrocious usurpation of which the public servants could be guilty, would be
that of presuming to grant away to any foreign Government any right to
take part in the'exercise of the powers confided to them. Not one but wonld
feel it as an injury to himself, personally—the attempted robbery of a treasure,
whereof he knows and feels himself to be one of the rightful owners. How
could this fail to be the case in a country where, instead of the King’s birth-
day, or the Queen’s birth-day, it is the birth-day of INDEPENDENCE that is
celebrated ; where every man’s and every woman’s earliest recollection of
the discharge of artillery, or of martial music, or of the firing of crackers,
exists in indissoluble association with the FourTHa or JuLy? The two
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wars in which the nation has been engaged, (I say the fwo, because the war
with France has left no national impression,)—how are they distinguished,
think you? Asthe first war of INDEPENDENCE, and the second war of
inpEPENDENCE! When we buried the hatchet at the close of the last,
great were the rejoicings! At the return of blessed peace, no people ever
showed more joy; and, amid the thousand ways in which this displayed
itself, were heard congratulatory addresses to the Chief Magistrate of the
Union, from the cities whose long silent wharves resounded once more with
the hum of commerce. But even at that moment, INDEPENDENCE Was not
forgotten. Glad as they were to bury the hatchet, they were not unmind-
ful of the duty of markihg the spot, and of freshly inscribing the causes
which might command it to be again dug up. Witness the following ex-
tract from the answer of the President—the same * dealer in human flesh”
who, upwards of twenty years after, was guilty of the atrocity of ¢ selling
his own slaves”—to one of these addresses :

« A candid review of the trials to which our country has been exposed, and
of its conduct previous and subsequent to the appeal to arms, will always
do equal justice to its love of peace, and its energies in war; to the stability
of its political institutions, and threatening shocks, and the public spirit
which animated, and was in turn cherished by them; to its respect for the
rights of other nations, and its firmness in asserting its own.

« The present generation, in disregarding temporary interests, when
brought into competition with essential rights and national character, the
only foundations of lasting prosperity, has emulated the wisdom and the virtue
of that which bequeathed to it the blessings of FrREsDOM and 1NDEPEND-
ENCE; and it will have the happiness of handing down the precious trust,
with additional security and lustre, to the generations which are to follow.”

By asingular coincidence it has happened, that, while engaged in writing
these remarks, I have received a*bundle of Washington newspapers ; upon
opening which, the first thing that has caught my eye is an article headed
« International law—Brazil,” on the subject of an ocecurrence at Rio in
April last; which has recalled to mind one of precisely the same nature, of
which, in the same month of last year, the same place was the theatre. The
first in order of time is thus narrated in an American paper of June 11,
1838, containing news from Brazil to the latter end of April, brought by the
American ship Mogul: “ A good deal of excitement had been created at
Ria, in consequence of an outrage committed by the British corvette Rover,
upon a Brazilian vessel, on.board which were the inspector of the arsenal,
the commmandant of marine artillery, and two other Brazilian officers. The
outrage consisted in first firing upon the Brazilian vessel, and then com-
pelling the officers on board of her to go on board of the Rover. The dif-
ficulty grew out of an order given by the commander of the corvette to the
commaiider of the Brazilian vessel, as the latter was passing the former, and
to which no attention was paid by the Brazilian. 'The case had been re-
presented to the British chargé d’affaires, and it was said he had promised
to make reparation.” The more recent occurrence, (which, in one particu-
lar, will be seen not to admit of govermental ¢ reparation,”) is thus related
in the letter addressed npon the occasion by the British chargé to the Brit-
ish commodore in command on that station: “ By representations made to
me by the Government of his Imperial Majesty, L am informed that, on the
21st instant, the steamboat Especuladora, retarning from the island of Pa-
queta to this city, was fired into by the Ganges, one of the vessels lately
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captured with Africans on board; and that a Brazilian gentleman on board
was mortally wounded. The communication of Senhor Oliveira does not
suggest that there was the slightest provocation for this act, nor is it said
that it was accidental.”

In neither case are we furnished with the key to the outrage. Litlle
doubt, however, can be entertained that in both instances it arose from offi-
cer-like zeal in discharge of the duty assigned to the British navy, of car-
rying into execution the laws of Brazil for the suppression of the slave-trade.
Ardor in the exercise of the right of search affords so natural an explana-
tion, and it seems so difficult to imagine any other, that, in the absence of
a conflicting statement, it seems scarcely possible to reject it.

The last incident also # is represented to have caused great excitement in
that city;” the more so, as the victim was a young gentleman of great
worth, and held in general esteem, who had been married but a week or two.
So much for a steamboat excursion in the very harbor of his native city,
under the right of navigation left to Brazilian subjects, after the magnani-
mous concession by their Emperor of the right of search! Such scenes may
happen in the port of Rio, “between the island of Paqueta and the city ;”
and the irritation yet find a cooling salve in diplomatic *reparation.” But
suppose any thing of the kind to occur in the waters of Massachusetts, be-
tween George'’s island and the %Tea”-wharf; or of New York, “between
Staten island and the city;” or of Virginia, between “ Craney island and
Norfolk;” or of South-Carolina, between the « Palmetto battery” and Charles-
ton : what would be the consequences ?

A few wards more, and this task will bave reached its close. While
upon the subject of the prevailing public sentiment here, in regard to the
slave-trade, I have adverted to the double conviction, whereby it is upheld
in the minds of the Spanish population that the pursuit is in itself right,
and that the present action of the British Government in regard to it is not
the fruit of a contrary conviction, but springs solely from a desire to pro-
mote its own political and commercial power by inflicting injury upon
other States. I have expressed, too, my own belief that this conviction is
as honest a one as ever dwelt in the human mind. From this avowal,
together with the general tone of my remarks, so strongly contrasting as it
does with the formulas which constitute, at the present day, the only ap-
proved mode of speaking on the subject, it might be hastily inferred that the
conviction is shared in by me. No greater error could, however, be com-
mitted ; and although it is a matter of'no moment what my individual
opinions may be, on this or any other subject, yet it seems to be of some
possible consequence that those of the writer of this letter be not the subject
of such misconception. It possibly may come into the hands of some sin-
cere inquirer, truly anxious for correct views in regard to this momentous
topic ; and the effect upon such a mind would be very different, according
a8 it might have fallen into, or avoided, the error of regarding the writer as
an advocate of the slave-trade.

Besides this inducement not to dismiss the subject without a short ex-
position of my own creed, I have another. Mr. Buxton’s recent work
affords to my mind, as I have already stated, a glimmering of returning
reason ; in a quarter, too, whence it is doubly welcome, from its being so
entirely unexpected. . His proposal, not to rely altogether upon * the strong
hand ? for the suppression of the slave-trade, and his remarks connected
with that view of the subject, constitute one of the numberless encourage-
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ments afforded by the history of human opinions, never to despair of the
ultimate prevalence of truth over error, and of sober sense over distempered
enthusiasm. They show that reason has already so far asserted her em-
pire in this field, as to influence the judgments even of a mind possessed as
that of Mr. B. has so long been; and such a phenomenon cannot but war-
rant high hopes that the time is not distant when the phantoms which for
S0 lorcr a period have peopled it shall be dispelled, and her sway shall be
undlsputed

With regard to such a period, the present state of things affords abun-
dant «rrounds for apprehending a most unfortunate revulsion of public sen-
tlment upon the subject. That which now prevails, although sound in
itself, has been built upon such a foundation, that unless one more substan-
tial be timely provided, its fate, so soon as the sun of truth shall begin
fairly to shine upon it, will be like that which has so often befallen religion,
when reared upon a similar basis. By furnishing my own views upon the
subject, and making known the grounds upon which my opposition to the
slave-trade rests, I may perhaps, therefore be rendering an essential service
to the cause.

Tn the first place, then, I do not concur in the belief that the course pur-
sued by the British Government in regard to this subject, since the period
when it yielded to the sentiment which demanded a prohibition of the traf-
fic to British merchants and ship-owners, is to be ascribed altogether to @
deliberate design to iuflict injury upon other nations. 'T'he sprmos of hu-
man action are naturally too complex to justify the ascription of such an
effect to so simple a cause. Thut it is in the present case a compound, in-
volving a vast variety of ingredients, the products no less of what is good
than of what is evil in our nature, I entertain no doubt; and althouoh on
perusing the eloquent burst of the enthusiasme kindled by one of its effects
in the bosom of Channing, or the no less pleasing echo awakened by that
burst on the opposite side of the Atlantic, in the pure strains of Rogers, I
cannot divest my mind of a strong doubt whether the sober award of pos-
terity is to correspond to the annunciation of it which these poetic prophets
have ventured to record, yet am I not either insensible to the moral beauty
of a portion of the mouves. at least, from which it sprung. To those who
are to come after us, however, am I coutent to leave the question in all its
parts. T'c the next generation, probably, opinion upou the character of the
experiment wil} have ceased to depend apon speculation. It will have be-
come a simple question of fact, whether it was of a nalure to be attended
with any other result than that of hastening the day when the British colo-
nies, on which the curse of slivery rested, should become uninhabitable to
the white man, except while under the immediate protection of a portion of
that immense military and naval establishment which the British people
must, some day or other, tire of maintaining. And, with respect to the
question of motives, it will belong to some future "Hallam to trace the
working and the natural fruits of that distribution of political power in
Great Brnam under which it befell the people, whilst ¢ loaded with an un-
precedented dubt, and with a grinding tammon,’“‘ and engaged in estab-
lishing for themselves the <ub (Tovernment of secret select committees of
assassination, and in mamtmmtm armies of welters six thousand strong, to
be taxed anothes roand hundred m]lllqm of dollars, besides the various con-

+Chauning’s eulogy on this act of the Brilish Parliament.
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tingent small sums requisite for providing stipendiary magistrates, land
_force, and naval force, judge commissioners, and all the innumerable acces-
sories, in order that that part of the nation whose imaginations had been
plied with pictures of barbarities and miseries existing only in the brains
of enthusiasts, or the lies of impostors, until they were worked up to the
proper pitch, might be indulged with the experiment. He will perhaps also
point out that such a thing could never come to pass under a truly repre-
sentative government, such as that existing in Great Britain in his day:
its democratized action showing, in every movement, a conformity to the
vulgar injunction that charity should begin at home, and superseding all
necessity for corps of welters and their secret employers. '

But if I have not deemed it necessary to bring my mind to a state of abso-
lute conviction in regard to the several shares of influence to be allotted to
the various motives by which the action of the British Government has
been determined, in regard to slavery and the slave-trade, the case is far dif-
ferent in regard to these subjects themselves.  Upon both, my mind has, for
a long period, known no other stite than that ot the most absolitte convic-
tion ; and these convictions do not differ from those manifested by the Vir-
ginia convention of 1774, in"their resolution against the further importa-
tion of slaves, and which, 33 years afterwards, obtained the ascendancy in
the British Parliament. ’ S s

With regard, however, to the grounds upon which they rest in different
minds, there is a great difference; one which, as I have already stated, I
consider to be attended with great peril to the good cause, and to be entitled,
therefore,.to the most earnest attention. ' o

He in whose bosom enmity to the slave-trade rests upon no surer foun-
dation than belief in the accuracy of such pictures as are presented in the
-work of Mr. Buxton, or sometimes find a place in the speechies of Lord
Broughain, is in no small danger of becoming an infidel. At least is it ex-
actly proportionate to his chance of ever seeing, in place of the preposterous
_creations built up by the most reckless generalization of a few selected facts,
the plain, nnvarnished reality. To judge from this class of representations,
none can be engaged in the traffic but men or demons, whose mission upon
this earth'is to earn distinction as'aids of the King of Terrors; and who
never deem an “expedition” a happy one, unless attended with the most
frightful destruction of human life. 'The truth, however, is, that these men
are as true and devout worshippers of mammon as ever carried on trade ini
any of its shapes. Their object is money ; and it may be doubted whether
a mouey-making pursuit was ever followed upon this earth, in' which a
nicer adaptation prevailed of the means to the end—nicer calculations with
regard to contingencies of every sort—nicer attention to every arrangement
by which loss could be avoided. Whatever may have happened in.one or
two, or in any number of selected instances, the character of the traders
affords a secnrity that they do not incur the expense and risk of fitting out
vessels for the coast, for the mere pleasure of cramming them with Africans,.
in the design that one.half may perish, or without especial regard to the
number that may safely be embarked. It is not many months since Ihad a
conversation with an American ship master—one of that class which has
acquired for their flag a celebrity all over. the globe, and than whom no
better judges can be found of the qualities of a vessel, or of the arrange-
ments for a voyage. Although as little connected with the trade as Mr.
Buxton himself, he had, within a.short period, enjoyed opportunities, in
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this and other parts of the world, to indulge his curiosity by the inspection
of slavers ; and the result was, that even his New England experience and
ingenuity had not protected him from udmiration at the perfection exhibited
by thesé vessels in every possible particular : in mould, in rigging, in fitting,
in the manner in- which every provision was made, both as to arrange-
ments and. as to supplies, that could tend to the success of the only object
of all this trouble and expense—the transportation of the human cargo in
safety and good health. True, the fruit, thus far, of the measures against
the slave-trade, has been the substitation of small, sharp,; wet clippers, for
the large, clump, dry vessels, of double and treble the tonnage which would
now be employed to trausport the same number .of persons; and there is
no telling how far this process of reduction may be carried. This will de-
pend altogether upon the point to which the necessity for it may be pushed
by the multiplication and increased efficiency of British cruisers. ~ If this
should pruve greut enough, the size of the slavers will be brought down as
low as ten tons, or thereabouts; and should these vessels be found still too
-large to escape, the probability is that the trade will be suspended intil
such time as a relaxation of vigilance shall enable it once more to-hreak
out. But, whatever the woinb of time may be destined to bring forth, in
regard to the aggravation of the horrors of the slave-trade, through-the
efforts for its suppression by “the strong hand,” the sober, unexaggerated
trath in regard to it, as it now exists, is such that no one whose enmity to
it rests upon a belief in those horrors, as depicted in the books and speeches
of enthusiasts, or ¢ oratorical ‘philanthropists,” can fail to become a back-.
slider upon acquiring correct -information in regard to the matter. - And
even if the reality of those horrors should be found to correspond exactly
‘with these pictures of them, dangerous consequences might still result to
any such mind, from adding to its grounds of judgwment a knowledge of the
change of condition resulting from a transportation in a sliver across the
Atlantic. My own earliest recollection of a print is of that celebrated sec-
‘tior of a slave ship, constituting, if I recollect right, th& frontispiece to one
of Wilberforce's publications. 'There was something in it which excited
my cutiosity, and this was, by my grandwmother, diverted from the engrav-
ing, which necessarily remained a puzzle to me, to the trade itself; with the.
horrors of which my iufant mind was. filled, and for which a hatred was
inspired, correspondent to that which animated the bosomn of my instruct.
ress, the most remarkably generous and benevolent person in a very large
circle of ‘acquaintance. Nor did my subsequent education at all disturb
this first impression. The feeling grew with my growth, and strengthened
with my strength. - My preparation, upon coming to this country, had not,
therefore,; been of a character to predispose me to view the slave-trade with
favor, and to form, upon what I saw; a judgment conflicting with that which
had been the growth of my life. ~ And yet it has so happened !—so far, at
least, that I now entertain a deliberate and - oft-revolved doubt, whether,
considererd merely in itself, the slave-trade be not a positive benefit to its
supposed victims. Were the trade open, and regulated in the way that
emigrant passenger-vessels are, I should entertain no doubt upon the sub-
Jject. But even taking it as it is—nay, more, admitting Mr. Buxton’s gene-
ralizations to afford -an unexaggerated picture of its horrors; and taking
into view, also, the average condition of the slave in this island, as con.
trasted with what it was in his native conntry, as learned from himself,
from travellers of all nations, and from sea captains. who have visited the
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coast, without being connected in any way with the traffic, I am strongly
inclined to the belief that the purest, and ‘most judicious philanthropist
that ever lived, if called upon to decide the question for a cargo of slaves
ready for embarcation. on the coast of .Guinea, and required to found his
judgment solely upon the probable consequences to these particular indi-
viduals, wonld ‘unhesitatingly pronounce in favor of their encountering all
the perils.and hardships of the voyage ;—and this, although, from his birth
and education, he should be totally without knowledge of the actual con-.
dition of the native African, in regard to morals, to intellect, and to the
- standard of physical comfort; and consequently prone to the utterly pre.
posterous exaggeration of the horrors to be suffered by Aim on the voyage,
resulting from an estimate of the circumstances with reference to his own
feelings, or to those which would be experienced by an inferior class of his’
own civilized countrymen in the same. situation : this being the ordinary
mode of realizing the horrors of the voyage;—-the compassionate reader,
being perhaps a lady, who, from habit, would be rendered miserable by the
necessity of dispensing for a day with her tepid_bath, or the attendance of
“her maid, and the objeets of her compassion human beings, with the attri-
butes of humanity so dormant in them, that all ages and sexes will move
about among each other stark naked, in the presence of clothed strangers,
both white and black, utterly devoid of all sense of bodily exposure,—an
_insensibility which extends even to occasions whereon some of the lower
animals never fail to manifest the reverse ! o =
Such has heéen the result of the opportunities of personal observation and
inquiry afforded by a residence upon this istand. Nor has this effect been
produced upon my mind alone. -~ Upon my mentioning it last winter to a.
_countrywoman of mine, who had recently visited Boston, she told me that a
similar view of the subject had, within a year or two, been presented to the
world by a distinguished New England divine; who, driven by ill-health
to pass a winter at St. Jago de Cuba, had there availed himself of the oppor-
tunity to test the truth of his impressions, by comparison with the reality
before him. ' o S
_ And such, I am satisfied, will be the result of the same opportunities upon
every candid mind that takes sufficient -interest in. the subject to make use
of them. - He who cares nothing about it, may come, and stay ever so long,
-and go as he came; secure in his gratnitons and convenient creed. But
let the honest inquirer after truth—he for whom every thing that concerns
humanity has an interest—beware. -Unless his enmity to the slave trade
has some better basis than a shuddering at the horrors of the voyage, or
sympathy with the. # miserable victims” who have escaped them, he runs
ﬁreat risk of being made at heart a slave.trader in less than six months after
he shall have begun to use his own eyes, ears, and understanding.
Fortunately, this has not been the case with me; nor with my country-
man, the Boston divine. - However unprepared a European mind may be
apt to be for such a shock, that of an Americar is likely to be better armed.
He will find a never-failing objection to the slave-trade in—sLAVERY. He
will be nnder no necessity even of having recourse to the fact, that the slave-
trade, although it may be attended with the effect of beneficially changing
the condition of the individuals to whom it affords an escape from the hor-
rors to which they were born, has nevertheless a tendency to perpetuate
‘them, and to retard the period when this variety also of the species might
emerge from the debasement.in which ‘it has remained through long ages
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of intercourse with civilized man. As yet, unfortunately, all the importance
of this fact rests upon a hope—a hope which, in its turn, rests chiefly upon
what the negro has been made to become while the slave of the white man
instead ofthe black ; and consists in the inference thence deduced, that, when
delivered from bondage, he may coutinue to manifest the sume capacity for
improvement, instead of yielding to the propensities which draw him down-
wards. This argument has more substance in it than the norrors of the
voyage. But it, even, as yet, rests upon a hope ; and the only one that can
be urged, which presents an insurmountable objection to the traffic, is, ke
nature of slavery itself—the inherent evil nature of the institution, at least
when planted in a society of frcemen of the Anglo-American race.

What, then, is the ohjection to the institution of slavery? Is it that, as
the African believes, it extends the range of cannibalism, and imparts to
the white man the bad practice of feasting on “human flesh 7’ s it that,
as Daniel O'Connell believes, or affects to believe, it so depraves the master
as to make of him an architect of breeding-pens, for keeping the sexes in
forced conjunction ? It is neither of these ; nor is it that the black man is
equal to the white—an absurdity belied alike by all history and the researches
of every naturalist. Nor is it that, admitting him to be the equal of the
white in every particular, this would constitute a sufficient reason for at-
tempting to form a society by placing the two races in juxtaposition. Such
a project might possibly prosper in a State acknowledging a distinction of
ranks, where the gradation, beginning with a king, might end with the
black ; and the latter be habituated to regard the white man of the rank
just above hiin, with the same deference that the latter would give him the
example of, Ly showing it to the ranks to which he was subordinate. But
to attempt to constract a democratic State with such materials, would be
chimerical in the extreme, even upon the supposition that the black is
morally and intellectually the equal of the white ; for, admitting this equal-
ity, their homogeniety would be as far as ever from being a truth ; there
would still remain those physical differences, which create an insuperable
bar to the accomplishment of any such project. 'This is a point which has
ever exacted attention from those reasoners upon the subject who were
most interested in it; whilst, by those least so, it has been utterly neglected.
Hence the irreconcilable difference in their respective views; heuce the
difficulty on the part of a European in comprehending the fall import of
Madison’s patriotic wish, that he were endowed with the power of meta-
morphosing the black man into a white; hence the readiness with which Miss
Martineau wonld pronounce in favor of instant emancipation without “de-
portation ;” whilst Jefferson, at the close of a long life devoted to the welfare
of man, and in nothing more distinguished than for his early, his ardent,
his nnflagging zeal on the subject of slavery,—in the very same breath
which conveys his parting adjuration to his country, to make haste and rid
herself of the institution, expjresses also his couviction that it is not « less
cErTAIN that the two races, equally free, cannnt live in the same Govern-
ment”  And why so? Because “ nature, habit, opinion, have drawn
indelible lines of .distinction between them.” And what would be the con.
sequence of these distinclions?  What effects wonld they produce upon the
feelings of the two races, if once placed in such a relation of equality ?
This question may present ground for dubitation to a European mind,
impressed from earliest infancy with all the notions proper to a subordina-
tion of ranks, and iusensibly confirmed in all the correspondent habits of
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thought and of feeling. But an American could not fail to see at a glance
the working of the whole scheme—that its certain and instant covsequence
would be aspirations on the part of the black to a social equality, to which
nature interposes an insurmountable barrier ; whilst the deniul of it would
inevitably prove a source of heart-burning and hatred, altogether inextin.
guishable, except in the last drop of the blood of one of the two races. The
reality of this physical barrier to that amalgamation which would at once
be pretended to by the black, constitutes the particular in regard to which
European notions upon the subject seem most defective ; although it is far
from being the only one with respect to which ignorance the most profound
is manifested : witness the Edinburgh Review’s avowal, even after studying
Miss Martineau’s ¢ six volumes,”-—that it could not so much as * presuine to
guess the exact meaning” of the word ¢ amalgamationist,” which popular
instinct in the United States has substituted for “ abolitionist,” as the proper
designation of the man who would venture upoun abolition without # depor-
tation ;” and the appropriateness of which any smart Philadelphia school-
boy could, afier five minutes reflection, have justified to the reviewer, by
explaining to him that, if the black race were raised to political equality
with the white, they would naturally and inevitably aspire to be received
into white spciety, and to be accepted and sought by white maidens and
youths as husbands and wives; that, if these claims should be denied, a
worse state of fecling would arise than that which belonged to the relation
of master and slave; and that, consequently, as it could not be supposed to
be the design of the abolitionist to substitute this worse state of feelings for
the other, he must contemplate with complacency that which could alone
prevent it—ihe amalgamation of the two races. This is the rationale
of the process whereby *amalgamationist” has become substituted for
« gbholitionist,” since the zealots on this subject have avowed projects
which every American school boy can trace to their consequences—conse-
quences, thz contemplation of which would be awful indeed, were it not
that the intelligence, the sobriety, and the experience of the American
people, in discharging the high trust of self-goverument, interpose a barrier,
against which all the zealots that Christendom can send forth upon this new
crusade may harmlessly expend their fury. And itis in view ol these con-
sequences that the amalgumationist has awakened in the general bosom of
the country a sentiment of disgust and loathing—the very reverse of that
which, for several generations, had prevailed in regard to the abolition
of slavery; amd which, consequently, was felt to require a distinctive
name. Its baptism followed ; and, although it would perhaps be impos-
sible to ascertain by what voice the name was first called out, it no
sooner struck the public ear, than the popular instinct, alive with a true
although a latent and perhaps unconscious knowledge of the subject, re.
cognised it as the right one. It is now a word engrafted upon the lan-
guage, to live as long as it shall, r.0d to become conspicnous in the history
of the race to which it belongs. Already potent to kindle indignation
wherever an assemblage of American citizens has been gathered together,
it is destined to manifest, through the whole length and breadth of our
land, an intensity of power such as never belonged to word before, and
which will inhere in it until all remembrance of the abhorrent proposal
skall have died away. This “ amalgamation,” which the Edinburgh Review
was so utierly at a loss for the meaning of, is fraught with significance for
the American mind. To if, it means those particulars belonging to the
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subject of the extinction of slavery, which present the great, indeed the only,
obstacle to it : that obstacle, of which so beautiful and emphatic an expres-
sion was contained in the wish of one of America’s patriot sages, that his
fiat could make the black man white; that obstacle, but for which slavery
would, long ere now, have been known to the Anglo-American ouly as the
power of king, lords, and commous, is known to him—a thing of history,
to be looked upon, not in the future, but in the past alone; and to be looked
back upon with no other feelings than congratulation and honest pride.
This, the very kernel of the matter, is the particular in regard to which
European ignorance is most absolute, its temerity most conspicuous, the
tecklessness of its fanaticism most preposterous. 'I'his is the particular,
therefore, in regard to which it most behooves every man who takes an in-
terest in the subject, to acquire just conceptions, Amalgamation is an ab-
solute impossibility. Nature has thus decreed it. "T'he truth rests, not up-
on the superiority of the white man to the black, but upon the existence of
physical differences, which create in the one a repugnance to amalguma-
tion with the other. The woral and intellectual superiority of the white
race, although a settled point in natural history, is yet, from its nature, a
topic upon which ignorance may indulge forever in contetrtious pertinacity ;
but the existence of physical differences is a simple matter of fact, which,
both in itself, and in the repugnance aflixed to it by nature, is placed, by
the senses of sight aud smell, beyoud the reach of controversy ; and there
it would still reniain, even although the moral and intellcctual superiority
should be demonstrated to be on the side of the black. This is the founda-
_tion-truth of the American view of the subject. Let every Iuropean, who
deews thai subject of such paramount importance as to justify his turning
a deaf ear to the appeuls which the evils more immediately present to his
view may make to his philanthropy—Ilet him study the thing until his
mind shall have become penetrated with this one truth ; and if he be hon-
est and siucere, it can scarcely happen to him to become a mischief maker.
Under the safeguard of this one mounitor, he may, without great risk, give
the reius to his zeul.

Nor will any person, whose frame of mind upon the subject stops short
of that reckless fanaticisin which obliterates all vestige of candor, experi-
ence any great difficulty in bringing his mind to a recognition of this all-
important truth.  Any one who has made the experiment, must be aware
how readily the scales will drop from the eyes of the mnost self-deluding en-
thusiast, provided his mind be still capable of feeling and acknowledging
the force of truths which it cannot controvert. Amoug the instances of
this, which have come under my own notice, is one in which the convert
was a British naval officer. He had distinguished himself in his profession
by a remarkably bold and gallant exploit; and his standing as « man and
a christinn was even higher than that which he had acquired as an officer.
Awmong other details which I learned respecting him, one was, that he be-
longed to the evangelical party in England ; another, that he had a charm-
ing family, delightfully brought up, the daughters of which were remarka-
ble for their loveliness. This last circurnstance furnished me with the best
possible touchstone of the sentiments which lay at the bottom of his heart
In regard to the black man : for, in a conversation which took place on the
subject, he averred that his feelings towards the two ruces were precisely
the sawne,—that, with him, it made no difference whatever whether a man
was black or white. There could be no manner of doubt that the assertion
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was uttered in the most perfect sincerity ; but 1 nevertheless felt sure that
even his comparatively slight means of personal observation and knowledge
of the black man must have been attended with the effect of implanting in
his hosom something which, unconscious as he might be of its existence,
conld be snmmoned up, to give the lie, practically, to what he had persuad.
ed himnself to regard as a truth. This was tested by the supposed case of
the two suitors to one of his lovely daughters—a white man and a black
man ; between whom, in point of education, character, talents, morals, man-
ners, and fortune, there should not be the slightest shade of difference.
Which would he prefer that his daughter should accept? His candor
would not allow him to pretend that he would not have a preference ; nor,
had [ pressed the point, could it have allowed him to say that he had not
rather consign his danghter’s corpse to the grave, than her living person to
such a nuptial conch. “And thus will it ever be with every person in whose
bosom a respect for truth be not utterly obliterated. If he possess any, the
slightest, personal knowledge of the black race,—if they be to him any thing
else than creatures of the Imagination purely,—he must have within him,
however unconsciously, the germe of an invincible repugnance to “amalga.
mation ;” and this will, upon the first occasion, develop itself, with a vigor
exaclly proportionate to the knowledge he may have acquired of the physi-
cal differences which separate the two races, and will forever prove what
Jefferson calls them—¢ indelible lines of distinction.” How truly they are
so0, can be fully known only to one born and bred among blacks: for he
alone can know how they defy the influence of time, of habit, of opiuion,
of affection. I was born amidst black domestics ;—a black woman carried
me in her arms, and the attachment between us was as strong as ever ex-
isted betweén a white child and a white nurse. So far from entertaining
for those of her color the dislike and hatred which constitute the supposed
attribute of a slave-owner, my feelings towards them are kindlier even than
those which I entertain towards my own race; for they are softened by the
influence of a deep-rooted hatred for the condition in which the force of
circumstances has placed them. 1 can take a black man by the hand as
cordially as I can a white man of the same merit; and I had rather shake
hands with an honest black hack-driver in Pennsylvania Avenue, at Wash.
ington, than with any white scoundrel, however fashionable or titled,_that
could offer me that honor in Portland Place, London. 1 have travelled in
the mail-coach in company with a mulatto man, who has fallen asleep with
his head resting on my shonlder; and ‘I have submitted for hours to the
inconvenience rather than disturb him, for the sole reason that he wasa
colored man ; for his deportment had strongly recommended him to my
respect, and I feared that to notice this consequence of his drowsiness
might be attended with the effect of mortifying him. Such, from the mo-
ment of my birth to the present hour, have been my intercourse with, and
my feelings towards, the race: and yet, times without number, have I been
made sick—has my stomach been actually turned—by the effluvia from the
skins of two or three cleanly black domestics exerting themselves a little,
in the apartment in which I was, in the removal of pieces of furniture!
Aud these are the people whom European enthusiasts work themselves
into the belief that they look upon and feel towards exactly as they do tow-
ards their own’species ! Tn introducing the incident of the British officer,
I have called him a convert ; because, after having been thus made aware
of the truth in regard to the effect produced upon himself by the physical
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differences in question, nothing but reflection conld be necessary to bring
before him the consequences that must inevitably attend such discrimina-
tions as he would himself make upon the reciprocal feelings of the two
races, if placed side by side upon a footing of civil and political equality.
Nor could he fail to perceive, that the nearer their condition should ap-
proach to such equality, the more active and operative would necessarily
become every cause calculated to bring into relief these ¢ indelible lines of
distinction” drawn by the hand of nature, and make them a source of end-
less heart-burnings and hate.

What, then, agair, is the true objection to the institution of slavery ? Is
it, that in no stage of society, under no imaginable circumstances, it can be
beneficial to the parties? Such is not my belief: for I entertain not a shade
of doubt that there are in existence at this moment in England, and in
Africa, thousands and hundreds of thousands of human beings, whose con-
dition would, in every possible particular, be immensely benefitted—their
own and that of their children for several generations—could they be set
down in the woods of New Holland, in the relation of master and slave.
Is it, even, that, in the state in which it exists at this day in the United
States, it gives birth to the oppressions, brutalities, and horrors, with the
glowing pictures of which the world is being entertained by the approved
philanthropy of the hour? No! so far is the reality in this respect from
constituting a valid objection to slavery,—so far is it from being true, that
the condition of the slave in the United States affords a just theme for play-
ing upon the sympathies of the toil-worn and tax-worn operative of Eng-
land,—that not a citizen of the slaveholding States of America, who be-
lieves in the hundredth or thousandth part of the miseries and the vices of
the British laboring classes, as depicted by British writers of the highest
standing, but knows that the condition of the Amcrican negro slave is, under
every aspect- the religious and the moral, no less than the physical—beyond
all comparison better than that of the poorer classes in Great Britain; and
as to the “sans potatoe” of poor old Ireland! why there is not a negro-
cabin in all America, where “rint” for his succor might not be obtained
from the inmates, unless they should drive the narrator of his condition
from their door, through indignation at the attempt to make them believe
that any sort of human beings could be so badly off; or, more incredible
still, that there should be another set—their own countrymen, too !-—with
hearts strong enough to add to their miseries, even to the climax of selling
the “Lish 7 Yet, I must not be understood to claim the superiority in all
respects for the state of the negro slave over that of the “sans potatoe ;"
for, under the religious aspect, although recent statistical comparisons be-
tween the religious condition of the slave population of the United States,
so far as a test is afforded by the number of churches and of communicants,
is far better than that of the population of London itself, yet, in regard to
the genuine sentiment of religion, the negro is doubtless far beneath the
Irish peasant, who seems to be so thoroughly imbued by his Maker with
the most earnest resignation and piety, that no degree of pressure has power
to crush it out of him.

The true objection to slavery is one which has no existence, except with
respect to American institutions, and the hopes which these, and these
alone, juslify, as to the possible condition of the species. 1t is in its irre-
concileableness with the werkings of the democratic principle—the great
fountain of hope to the human race—and in that alone, that the institu-
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tion of slavery finds its unavoidable and irrevocable condemnation. If the
condition of society were destined to remain such as it is at the present day
all over Kurope,—nay, but for the positive assurance afforded by the demo.
cratic principle, that it must and shall change,—what man, truly informed in
regard to the condition of the laboring classes on the two sides of the At.
lantic, would dare to whisper a syllable in condemnation of domestic slavery?
Not one! [Iiis onlyin presence of democracy—of beauteous, lovely, glo.
rious democracy—that it becomes hideous and hateful. It is not for what
it in itself actually is, but for what it must become, and what it must hinder
and prevent, that it deserves execration. The condition of the American
slave is better, beyond comparison, than that of the European laborer. So
far as an American may be allowed to judge frem Miss Martineau, and
other DBritish authorities, the state of feeling between the slave and his
master is, beyond comparison, Letter than that which exists at this moment
between the “employer” and the # employed” in Great Britain. To judge,
therefore, from this comparison, slavery is a blessed thing. And yetitisa
hateful one! Why? Because, although the variety of our species which
the naturalists of all nations place at the foot of the scale is not equal to
that variety which is by all placed at the head ; although the negro is de-
cidedly, inherently, and irremediably inferior to the white man ; although,
possibly, he may not only be, as he is, comparatively inferior, but may fur-
ther prove to be positively and incurably incapable of improvement, except
when in contact with, and in subjection to, some higher variety of the spe-
cies ;—nolwithstanding this truth and this possibility, yet he is too good to
be a slave in the presence of democratic institutions. Under such as the
old world is still groaning and gasping under, it is far from impossible that
he might fit well into the lowest of the subdivisions into which the human
cattle are parcelled ; and there contentedly, because unprogressively, re-
main. DBut jo the presence of democratic institutions, this 1s ingpossible,
even to the Ethiopian man. There, as the slave of the whité man, he
does improve,—no one can fix a limit to his improvement ; and as, in exact
proportion as a man rises in the scale of humanity, he becomes unfit to be a
slave, it is impossible but that the point of his absolute unfitness must be
reached. Meanwhile, the institution cannot but prove the cause of an end-
less, ever-renewing struggle, in every thinking mind and every conscientious
bosom, between its convictions of right, and its sentiment of justice, and
the stern necessities which every revolving hour must disclose ; each bring-
ing with it a shock to both, which shall be severe in exact proportion to the
fitness, moral and intellectual, which the master has attained to be a citizen of
a democratic State.

This is the true objection to the institution of slavery. As yet, itapplies
to my country alone. But through the hopes which her example has long
inspired, and daily infuses fresh vigor into, for the destiny of man in other
countries, it becomes prospectively applicable to all, in regard to which the
aspiration may be indulged—that their inhabitants, too, will one day prove
themselves capable of self-government. With regard to others, it can matter
but little, judging from the present condition of the world, whether ther
laboring class shall or shall not consist of Africans, under the name of slaves.
But, for all such,~—for every country which has the faintest hope of estab:
lishing and maintaining a democratic government,—nothing is more to be
deprecated than this institution: for, unless the slaves should be of the same
race as the masters, (thereby admitting of « amalgamation,”) or, if of a dif-
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ferent one, should be so few in number as to present no serious obstacle to
« deportation,” their presence in the land cannot fail, sooner or later, to be
felt as the deepest curse with which it could have been visited. And for
every such country, therefore, must the slave-trade, the instrument for en-
tailing that curse—however beneficial it may, at the moment, be to both
parties—be looked upon as the greatest of all possible calamities,

Here, gentlemen, 1 must take leave of the subject—not, by any tneans,
that it is exhausted, or that my iuterest in it flags; but that I have no more
time, at present, to bestow upon it. It is one so fraught with importance,
that there seems to be no end to the topics of which it is prolitic. They
rise up on all sides, and each appears so highly entitled to attention, that,
greatly as this communication has swelled beyond any limits which, at the
outset, I should have entertained the remotest thought of undertaking to
fill, these are narrow to what they must have been, bad full justice been
done, even so far as T am capable of rendering it, to the few upon which I
have touched. If] in the treatment of these, I should seem to have been not
altogether observant of the approved style for diplomatic composition, this
is to be ascribed, not to any want of the respect due to the sublime game of
international push-pin, (whereof the Swedish chancellor betrayed so super-
ficial and crude an estimate when he sent his son to take part in it, in order
that he might see with how moderate an expenditure of wisdom the world’s
affairs are managed,) but, on the contrary, to my indisposition to profune it,
by applying to illegitimate uses those high formularies which it belongs to
none but its regularly ordained priests to hold converse in. Had we been
placed in a diplomatic relation of any sort, the case would have been differ-
ent; and I should have been studious to fulfil the duty of imitating, as
closely as possible, the most approved specimeus of the art of so stringing
words together that no meaning shall attach to them. Bat, as I before at.
tempted to malke you sensible, we have been thrown here into positions the
very reverse of this; and the consequence has been, so far to reverse the line
of duty on my part, as to make it incumbent upon me to endeavor, as far as
possible, to say something which should have a meaning. Not only were
we not placed in any relation of any sort, but to this negation events had
superadded a positive prohibition. Your credentials had never been exhib-
ited to me, and were of a nature to make the idea of their being so the
very height of absurdity. T'o me, you could be officially known only as
the ageuts of a foreign Government, possessing existence and residence
here, in consequence solely, and in pursuance solely, of an express and pri-
vate stipulation between that Government and the one to whose authorities
I was accredited in the precise and very limited capacity of consul. That
a stipulation of this character must necessarily be restricted in its operation
to the parties between whom it may exist, canunot fail to be, to any mind
capable of a moment’s thought, a self-evident proposition. The function,
for the discharge of which you had been sent and admitted here, stood de-
fined in the treaty, and was known to consist solely in adjudicating upon
the simple question of fact, whether a vessel detained under the provisions
of that treaty had been found under any of the categories which 1t forbade.
That adjudication should follow the detention of a vessel « with as little
delay and inconvenience as possible,” was expressly declared by the treaty
to be the sole object of the establishment of those “two mixed courts of
justice ;” of one of which you are members, and as such alone possess any
official existence. How could this capacity place you in any relation of
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any sort to the American consul resident here? Indeed, no capacity, having
such an origin, of how complex a nature soever in itself; could possibly
have been attended with any such effect. There is absurdity in the very
idea. But that absurdity, which might have found some palliation in the
complexity of functions extremely intricate and difficult in their nature, is
heightened by the extreme simplicity and oneness of that with which you
are charged. In what terms, then, seeing that the naked idea is preposte-
rous in the extreme, shall it be spoken of, when considered in the precise
shape and vesture given to it by your pretension, and the circumstances
under which this has been advanced and persisted in? What shall be said
of a pretension, on the part of the members of such a “mixed court of jus-
tice,” to take part in the execution of the laws of the United States of Ame-
rica, by making to their consul at Havana “respectful” suggestions in re-
gard to the line of his duty, real or supposed? ~And when a pretension, in
itself so purely ridiculous, is advanced under the circumstances created by
the deliberate, reiterated, and peremptory refusal of the Government of the
United States to become a party to any arrangement whatever, of a uature
similar to that between Great Britain and Spain, which alone confers upon
these judges their Anglo-Spanish existence; and then pertinaciously per-
sisted in, under such additional circumstances as those created by the
course of the consul, in referring to that refusal of his Government, and
pointing to the peculiar complexion imparted by it to the subiect,—who can
fail to perceive that for the extreme of preposterousness has been substi-
tuted the extreme of indecency ? _

1 am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

P. 8. August 29, 1839.—The date under which this letter was begun is
evidence of my wish to bring our correspondence to a close at the earliest
possible moment, as the present date is of the hindrances which that wish-
has encountered. A long series of interruptions, beginning with the visit
of the frigate Constitution, and the occurrence of the birth-day of inde-
pendence, early in July, and involving a severe attack of the prevailing
epidemic cough, has repeatedly compelled me to lay it aside ; and, more
recently, the departure of my vice-consul on a visit to the United States
has been attended with the double effect -of diminishing my command of
time, and depriving me of that of my clerk’s pen; thereby chmpelling me
to make use of that of another copyist, whose want of familiarity with the
language is but too apparent upon the slovenly face of his pages. This
will, however, be excused, I hope, in consideration of his being the only
person whose services 1 could, at this moment, obtain. He might have dore
better, upon a second attempt; but even this is rendered impossible by a
permanent engagement contracted by him previously to his undertaking
the present copy. o

To J. KEnnepy and
CameBELL J. DALRYMPLE, Esqrs., §-c.



145 [1e5]
Mpr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.

[ExTRACT.]

Lecation oF UNITED STATES,
London, December 22, 1836.

_Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you the copy of a communication,
with the accompanying documents, which I received on the 17tk instant
from Lord Pplmerston, in relation to the alleged employment of vessels,
under the flag of the United States, to assist Spanish subjects in carrying
on the slave trade.

Not feeling authorized to express any opinion on the subject, either on the
part of my Government, or myself, I answered the note, simply acknowl-
edging the receipt of the papers, with an assurance hat the Government of
the United States would omit nothing which was proper to be done for
preventing the improper use of the flag of the Union in protecting the slave-
trade. A copy of my note is herewith transmitted.

Joun ForgyrH, Esq.,
Secretary of State, Washington.

Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreien OfFICE, Degember 17, 1836.

'The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, has the honor to transmit to Mr, Stevenson, envoy extraordinary
and minister plenipotentiary from the United States, the enclosed extract of
a despatch from his Majesty’s commissioners at the Havana, together with
a copy of a representation made by the commissioners to the consul of the
United States in Cuba, relative to the alleged employment of vessels, under
thedﬂag of the Union, to assist Spanish subjects in carrying on the slave-
trade.

His Majesty’s Government cannot entertain a doubt that the Government
of the United States, upon receiving this information, will feel anxious to
take prompt and effectial measures for preventing the flag of the Union
from being used for the protection of a traffic which has been denounced
as a capital crime by the laws of the United States.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Steven-
son the assurances of his high consideration. :

PALMERSTON.

A. Stevenson, Esq., §-c., §-c., 4 c.

“Havana, October 25, 1836.

# During the months of August and September, there arrived here, for
sale, from the United States, several new schooners, some' of which were
already expressly fitted for the slave-trade. )

“ Amongst them, we have been able to ascertain the names of four, viz:
¢ Emanuel,’ ¢Dolores,” ¢ Anaconda,’ and ¢Viper.’ They vary in size from
60 to 150 tons. 'Their construction is of the slightest possible description ;
their rig, that of the New York pilot-boats, and such as is very much in

10
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use by the coasting traders of the ports of this island: 'They are furnished
with 30 sweeps; are unarmed ; of very light draught of water; and cer-
‘tainly a class of vessels admirably adapted for escaping from and deceiving
his Majesty’s cruisers. - ‘ ' - ' '
“The ¢ Emanuel’ and ¢ Dolores’ were purchased, and have since left the
port, (?‘re;l believe with other names,) on slaving expeditions, under the
Eoanish flag, Feh OF FETHS SRR T ‘

: P!" But, togt;ur astonishinent and. regret; we  have ascertained that the twe
latter vessels, (the ¢ Anaconda’ and ¢ Viper,’) the one on the 6th, the other.on
the 10th instant, cleared out, and sailed from hence, for the Cape de Verd
islands,; under the American flag. =~ : _ . :

% These two vessels arrived in the Havana fitted, in every particular, for
the slave-trade; and took on board a cargo, which would at once have
condemned; as a slaver, any vessels belonging to the nations that are par.
ties to the equipment article.. o R
. #It is unnecessary for us to occupy your lordship’s time with a recital of
the various evils which will arise, should a continuance of this scandalous
and open abuse of the American flag be countenanced by that Govern-
ment. : : — _ , L _
« It is, nevertheless, our duty to state that the slave-dealers have conceived
great hopes of being able to cover their nefarious speculations in this way,
ounded upon the definitive determination of the President not to make the
United States a party to any convention on the subject of the slave trade;
and, judging from the observable impetus which their view of the above
declaration has given to the slave-trade, we fear that, before any represent-
ation can reach Washington, many similar enterprises will have been em--
barked in.” S ‘ L .

«’I'hus, my lord, so far as we are informed, or able to draw an inference
from these distressing details, the expression of the ahove determination by
the head of a free Government, upon a subject represented as being an ob-
ject in which every branch of the Government, and the whole people of the
‘United States, feel a deep solicitude, has been the means of inducing Ameri-
‘can citizens to build and fit in their own ports vessels only calctﬁa_ted for
piracy or the slave-trade, to enter this harbor, and, in concert with the Ha-
vana slave-traders, take on board a prohibited cargo, manacles, &c., and
proceed openly to that most notorious depot for this iniquitous traffic, the
Cape de Verd islands, under the shelter of their national flag.. As a further
exemplification of the mistake which we consider that Government to have
made. in withholding its consent-to the recent conventions, we may add,
that, while these American’ slavers were making their final arrangements
'fofr departure, the Havana was visited, more than once, by American ships
of war. - I . S

#His Majesty’s commissioners, therefore, are not without a hope. thata
recital of the above facts, and the return thus made by some of the citizens
of the United States to their Government for the jealous care with which it
‘has sought to preserve their rights and dignity in refusing to accede to the
only efficacious measures yet put into operation for the suppression of the
slave-trade, viz : the mutual right of search, and the equipment articles,
that Government will be induced to reconsider the consequences thus likely
to ensue, should it permit the present facilities to exist. =~ - '

+ ]t is true that the mockery of a sale or transfer to a Portuguese subject
is'to be enacted when -these vessels reach their present destination ; but
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such an excuse, if offered, can never be admitted in extenuation of the
crime which we hold all concerned in the expedition to be guilty of.

“ We also addressed a letter to the American consul, of which we beg
leave to enclose a copy, together with the reply made by the American vice-
consul ; the consul being absent from his post, but expected to return in a
few 