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in compliance with a' resolutiom of the Setizte,.copies, of corresjontdence,
imputing malpractices to the American cor.sul.at Havana1 tm regard to
granting papersto vessels engaged int~se slave.trade.'
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JANUAaRY26, 1841.
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To the Senato of the tbyited States:
I herewith transmit to the Senate, in reply to their resolution of the 20th

of July last, a report from the Secretary of State, with accompanying pa.
pers. LM. VAN BUREN.
WASHI*GTONf, Jahzizary 18, 1841.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 18 1841.

The Secretaty of State, to whom has been referred the resolution of the
Senate of the 20th of July last, requesting the President (if in his opinion
not detrimental to the public interest) to lay before that House, at its next
session, i" copies of any correspondence, or documents, that may be under
his control, from any of the British authorities, and especially frmn the
British proconsul for the Cape Verd Islands, imputing malpractices to
Nicholas P. Trist, our consul at 'Havana, in regard to the granting of papers.
to vessels engaged in the slave-trade, together with any comm~lnicalions on
the stuject from the said consul ; and, also, copies of any correspondence
that has taken place between the said consul and any agents of the British
Government residing at Havana, under the treaties between Great Britdin
and Spain, for the suppression of the slave-trade :" has the honor respect-
fully to report to the President, in answer to that resolution, the accompa-
nying papers, of which a list is enclosed. JO)HN FORSYTH.
To the PRESIDENT of the United States.

Blair & lives, printers.
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LIST OF PAPERS TRANSMITTED.

Correspondence of the Con.qul of the. United ,States at Havana.

.Mr. Trist to Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, dated November 29, 1836.-
Extrqct.
Same to same, with enclosures, dated January 12, 1839.-Extract.
Saiiie to same, dated Septetnber 9, .1839.
Same to sarrie,-dated Octoler 12, 1839.
Same to same, with enclosures, dated December 17, 1839.
Same to same, with enclosures, dated December 18,1839.
Same to same, with enclosures Nos. I and 2, dated September 28, 1840.

Correspondence with the United States legation at London.

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, dated December 22,
]836.-Extract.
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson, dated April iT, 1837.-Extract.
Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, with enctlosures, dated January 22, 1840.
E~xtracts..:; .
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson, dated January 25, 1840.
Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, with enclosure, dated February 29, 1840.

~Extract.
Same to same, with enclosure, dated April 13, 1840.-Extract.
Sanme to same, with enclosure, dated April 14, 184(0.
Same to same, withh enclosure, dated August 12, 1840.-Extract.

Correspondence wvith the British legation here.

.Ar. Fox to Mr.Torsyth, with enclosures, October 30, 1839.
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox, February 12,1840.
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~-:C NifULATZoFiVTHU.UNITE3, TEN)'-S,
EM*.; ,i9, 1836,1.~~~~ ;i ;': ''' t%- '!.;2 z-

:I hate the.honor to'enclose.a copy of a letter (which, from..my- answer
-.also enclosed, it ~will be, perceived that t-bave-reurned2 to.heiiter)
addressed to-me by the agentskept her byithe British. Government1 under
their coiwenrions' with Spain--lbr the suppression -of the; slave.trade.- T.The
-one, (Mr. Schenley,) with the title formerly of commiisayd e, .recently
-changed to that of9judge simply, sits, -conjointly with-a1 Commissioneri0f the
saie grade, ;(the Condo de erinandina, afnative,) as a prize court, to decide
upon therciptut- sWiadebyfthy Btitish cruisers under the treaties. The
other (Dr. Madden) bears the title of arbitrator, recently subatitntefd for
tat of commissioner of arbitration&; and-when-& difference occurs between.
ihe two judges, it is decided, by lot whether the point sh.ll be settled by the
iBritish arbitrator, or by a Spanish agent of the same character.
Hon.;vJoHrN FORSYTH,.

-Secre~t~ar, of Stat

[Enclosure No. 1.]

H45vANA, Qctobeir 17, 1836.
SiR: We hava the::honor'to acqpaint vy 'vith theifi o10* g circumstan_

¢-ces; as being intimately connected with:yoarcoiisult eand thengf of your
nations, which it will be our painftiljduty'tordrt to lhis8 jsty' Gvern-
ment. ..
During the- mnionth of Septeirer, theieradiiied in' this port,: forsale, from

theUinited States, four new schopners-webelievveRtwo rom New York and
-two from Baltimore-all, hoWever, built at thi I'taer place, viz -the "Ana-
econda," " Viper," "Enanuel" -and "Dol60ee/' exjresslj cons.Wrcted aqnd-
pecidliaryfitledqfor caryn g on the slavd-trtded, the two former of these
vessels having received on board, rom uihe French lioiise of,"orcido .&
Co., acargo which, by' te treAty of the 2th June, 1835vwould have; con-
-demnhed as 6jsljver any ve'set bearing Spahniqh colors, cleared out and sail-
-ed under tb6 ;merican flas,-the Anaconda on the 6th, t oVipr6--on the
10th instant for the Cap Veeeerd islands; there to be transferred to a
Portuguese subject, and to proceed, with the fag of ijiat nation, to the, coast
-of Africa, upon a slaving enterprise. ,

'Trhe protection which these schooners will receive from the -Americatt
ccors, both as regards their fitting and cargo, will effectually secure them
-against capture by his Majesty's cruisers 'ntil they arrive at the scene or
their depredations. The Emanuel and' Dolores- have, we believe, left the-
Tport under the Spanish flag; but we have also to iri~orm you that, soma
time since, the brie Martha of Portland, which arrived here from Matanzas,
-took on board inteisharbor acargo which to quldequally have confiscated
-as a slaver any Spanish vessel-, and sailed direct for the coast of Afric; to,-



1:125i ] 4
deliver it at somerof the numeropup fgctorieq.or ders of infamy established
there in connexion with the slave traders of1 av a.
The facilities thus afforded. by the flagr of the United States toir carrying

on this inhuman traffic could never, we Yeel convinced, have been contem-
plated by your enlightened Governrment; especially as, durin thie perirkd
that these 'schooners' were tnking in 'their cargoes, the harbor was visited
by Americannmen of wat, which, had any convention existed between the
two Governments, such as has been acceded to' by almost every other mari-
time Power, a, seizu'rie of the most important nature, as regards th¢e in-
iquitous expeditions, must have been efected-; however, we do not entertmin
the least doubt but that a knowledge of the above circumstances willin-
stantly produce measures calculated to remedy so deplorable and flagrant ah
profanation of the American colors.
We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servants,

EDWARD W. H. SCH.ENLEY.
R-CHD; ROBT. MADDEN.

N. P. TRIST, Esq.,
Consul ofthee United States at Havana.

[Enclosure No. 2.]

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
Havana, November 29, 1836.

GENTLEMEN: On my return to this city, a few days since, from the-
United States, I had the honor to receive your letter of the 17th ultimo;;
which would have been sooner acknowledged, had not matters of more im-
mediate urgency prevented my bestowing upon it the full considerations
which, at a glance, the importance of its bearings was seen to require.

It has probably escaped your attention, that overtures, previously made,
for a convention of the character referred to in the closing paragraph of'
your letter, were fnore recently repeated by his Britannic Majesty's minister
at Washington, and then declined by ttiq Government of the United -States,in a manner evincing the most decided d\iinclination to become a-party to
even any discussion whatever of the subject.

HIad this been adverted to, you would have been sensible that, besides
the general objection to my holding with any agent of a foreign Govern-
wpent any correspondence not warranted by the very limited official char-
acter with which I am invested, the occurrence to w'.ich I refer has ren-
dered it particularly incumbent upon me to decline receiving any conimu-
nication of the nature of that Which I now beg leave to return.

I have the honor, gentlemen, to be your obedient servant
N. I;. TRtISTl.

To EDWARD W. H. SCHENLEY, and
RICHARD ROBERT MADbEN, Esqrs.

Consul Trist to the Secretary of State.

[EXTRACT.]
[No. 64.] CONSUL1ATE OF TUiE UNITED STATES OF AMirRICA,

Havana, January 12, 1S39.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy (enclosures Nos. 1, 2, and 3)

of a correspondence which has just been forced upon me by the gentlemen



resident here on the part of the British* Government, as rnembers 6f-a mixed
cauht for adjudicati'ngviupbrn vessels detailed utunder the treaties between
Greett iritain and Spain- for the suppression of the slave trade. Here the
correspondence closes, as their reply will not receive any from me; and
the mrsnientary departure from the line of duty dictated by first principles,
upon which I have ventured, in receiving from them any communication
whatever, will, 1 trust, find a sufficient-apology in the circumstances of the
case, when fully explained.

* My'letter contains allusions, which, when the many and urgent matters
now pressing upon me shall have been disposed of, 1 wvill'send you a full
explanation of. * * * * *

lin. JOHNi FORSYTH, Secretaryofriate.
[Enclosure No. 1..]

HAVANA, July 8, 1839.
SIR: As it may possibly not have come to your knowledge, we think it

-ight to make you acquainted with the report prevalent in this place re-
specting the ship "1 Venus," which arrived here the 4th August last, from
Baltimore, and sailed shortly after for the coast of Africh.

This vessel, you villa no doubt remember, arrived and sailed hence under
American colors; under which, it is said, she took in a cargo of negro
slaves, and has landed them, within the last few .days, on this coast-about
8601in number.
The report.further states there are several American citizens implicated

.in this flagrant violation of the laws of the United States; and, as the "VVe-
nus" may be hourly expected in this harbor, we would respectfully suggest
thatisuch immediate steps may be taken, on her arrival, as may lead to the
ppunishment of-such offenders.
The peculiar relationship in which the United States are placed with

Great Britain induces us more anxiously to hope you 'Will participate in
the feelings with which this communication is made.
We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servants,

J. KENNEDY.
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPL1E.

N. P. TRIST, Esq.

[Enclosure No. 2.]

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, January 8, 1839.

GENTLEMEN: I have received, at a late hour this evening, yonr letter ad-
detiesed to N .P. Trist, Esq.," and dated "s Havana, 8th July, (intended
doubtless, for Janiuary,) 1839," 'which the presence of company in my par-
16r where it was delivered, has prevented my opening until the night is
t6o far advanced to 6rrnit me to engage in the task of a reply, without en-
croichi6ig upon the rest which a long day of unremitted labor demands.
Uh'fi'ttd as this; has'rendered, me for resuming my pen at this moment, I
ami7 however,' impelled to do so, by the desire to obtain, without delay, the
iq6irtknt in;f6frndiion which your letter affords ground for believing that
it'Iiny be in yoiur power to'furnish.

5 E, 1 2f ]
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Upon referring to the files-of your'predecessors in office, you will proba--
blyfiml there letter addressed by them to me, towards the close.of the--
year: 1836; and by me returned,' upon the ground that I deemed it ,incumM-
bent upon me to decline receiving any communication of that nature.
Upon comparing the two, 'you will perhaps be sensible that the letter now,

before me, although differing from the other in one very material partic>-
Jar, is yet so far of the same nature as to come within the rule which, upon,
that occasion, I announced as that of my conduct; and my conviction in
regard to the indispensableness of which has since been -ortified. Thus.
viewed by me, it would now impose again the unpleasant-duty, then dis..
charged, were it not that the essential difference just adverted to leaves.me,..
to a certain extent, free in this- instance to avail myself of the information
of which you may be Possessed, and at the same time to indulge the dispo-
sition towards British functionaries, which fixed sentiments for the people-
have long made a part of my character.

In thus departing from the course pursued towards your predecessors, it.
is necessary that. to preclude misapprehension, I should trouble you with
an explanation which would have been made to them, had it not been pre-
vented by the tenor of their communication..
This was of so extraordinary a charactei-indicating so utter an oblivion>.

or innate ignorance of the simplest applications (until then deemed by me-
self-evident) of first truths in regard to international independence-that itv
left me no other alternative to the course of passing it over, as I did, with-
out remark or notice, than that of facing it with a rebuke, such as my com-
imand of language would have been severely tried in making commensurate
with my sense of the insult. It would have accorded as ill with the habitual
tone of my feelings towards their nation, as the provocation did with a de-
cent respect for the independence, of mine. From this unwelcome neces-
sity 1 was spared, by the relations (or ratherthe no relations) in which we
stood; a circumstance no sooner adverted to, than it stripped the tommuni-
cation of every attribute save naked absurdity; rendering it a fit. object of
derision alone, until, upon the* contemplation thus awakened, of what was.
going on around me here, and connected with it in Grent' Britain, that feel-
ing gave way to the more serious mixture of sorrow and indignation at
the spectacle of such prostitution of the energies of the British people, in.
theatrical playing. off, to their delusion, and to the benefit of whomever it
might concern, in a cause which, whatever differences of opinion may exist
with respect to the justness or the immoderateness of the zeal displayed in it,:
is sanctified by a sincerity and a self-forgetfulness, in proportion to the in-
tensity of which every empty show, got up by self seekers turning it to profit,
becomes intensely disgusting and hateful.
Had the case been different, through the existence of any tangible rela-

tions between us, as agents of the two countries, the necessity would have
been forced upon me, and consequenty upon the Government of the United%
States, to demand to know upon which of there principles that govern the-,
relations of States- and in consequence of what event it might be, that any
crimes or misdemeanors, real or assumed, committed by citizens of the-
United States in this port, or elsewhere, except on British territory, had be-
come objects of cognimnce to the British. Governments as to justify -a
agent of that Goveinment, placed here-in official relations with an agent of,
the Government of the United States, in supposing himself entitled to comr-
mnunicate, in formal manner, to the latter, the results of the supervision exer-



7

cised by- him over the proceedings of American citizens and American ves:.
sels, (which proceedings, it may be remarketI were subjectl'of as little con-
cealment here, and those results matters of as great notoriety, as the recent
arrival of the French Prince.from Vera Cruz,) accompanied with tfie infor-
mation that it would be his painful ditty to report t/hc same to his owon Gov-
ernmeit! Such a demand it Nwouild, under some circumstances, have been
imperative upon me to make. But it was not so in the present; and, un-
pleasant as was the alternative which they presented, I deerhed myself for-
tunate, even at that cost, to escape the obligation to be instrumental in for-
cing upon the British Government a question from which there was no es-
cape but a direct disavowal of an indecency 'so gross, that its absurdity was
the only palliation of which it could be susceptible; while; at the same time,
the circumstances of the case. were such as to obviate the necessity of such
disavowal, precluding, as they did, unless by gross impeachment of its good
faith, the supposition that the outrage upon the United States could have
been intended by that Government. The persons from whom it had pro.
ceeded had, it was to be taken for granted, been sent here by their Govern-
ment in no other capacity than that in which they had been recognized by
the Spanish, tinder the treaty, which alone entitled them to be here at all
which capacity was purely judicial, or practically so, as part of a mixed
court, whose functions consisted solely in bringing to adjudication, with the
least delay and inconvenience, such.vessels as, under the treaty hetween the
two countries, nmight'be detained for having been engaged in an illicit traffic
of slaves. Such being the sole purpose for which they were permitted to
have an official residence upon Spanish territory, and even the form of
process for that limited purpose having been strictly and minutely defined
by treaty, it could not be conceived that their Government had condescend-
ed to abuse thbe opportunity thus afforded, by sending them on any other er-
rand; above all, was it not to be supposed that, openly trampling under foot
the plainest rights of a nation, which, however unfortunate, is still re'cogrised
as one of the States of Europe, it had intended their conversion into organs
for offering unprovoked insult, in the same breath, to'that nation ani to the
foreign consuls holdingexequaturs'from her, and entitled, through decency to,
her, if no other-motive, to be respected by all who accepted the right to official
dwvellifi in her territory. The treaty which placed them here, and a decent
respect For the good faith of their Government, absolutely precluded, then, the
supposition that it could have been a party to the letter addressed by them to
me; moreover, the functions assigned them were so very limited, and of a na-
ture so extremely simple, as to afford an obvious apology against even the
charge of having neglected so to instruct them in relation to their diities asto
secure against all suchabuses of their situation. Such instructions arerequi-
site, and.the duty to give them imperative, only in proportion as the complexi-
ty of the functions intrusted to a public agent, or.the haste in which he may be
called upon to act, is such as to expose him to doubts or oversights. A perusal
of the treaty shows that it afforded neither of these grounds for precautionary
instructions; never were duties, or one single duty rather, (for it consists of
a mere decision upon a naked question of fact,) more simple in its nature
or more clearly defined; and it almost transcends belief, that persons'charged
therewith should ever undesignedly-the'only mode of transgression which
a Government can anticipate on the part of those in whom it puts trust, or
provides against by instructions-overlook the boundaries of the field assign-
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edttoithem, or fany bitth'ixasplaed iii ain'romil teih`tioidlg lha1tehver
to~war~ds foreign consuls-residetit here.

Suceh were .the considerations which overn' m C''e'itf Ie'gaM to
tht'communication from your predeessors; and ihicK,'dplefiidt as aas
the, t.isk of returning it, reconciled me thereto as being, however 'rude in.
outwardd sediblance, at bottom by far the least objectionable, "to all patiee,
of the alternatives forced upon me.
The present communication, 'as I was happy to see, is free frfi te offeT0-

sive peculiarities' of the former. Still, it is liable to the fhhdaienttal objec-
tins, inseparable from any communication which yotu could possibly ad.
dress to me in regard to the conduct-of .citizens of the United States; one
of which, indeed; applies to official communications en ady ibd ect whateverr
-this is, that there exists not any official relation of any kindbelWeen us.
The other, that 'whatever relations might exist,' andi r iight be mv
own functions in regard to offences committed by citizens of the United
States against our laws, they could not be such as to allow meb to recognise
the right of ally agent of any foreign Goverhment to interfere, in any possi-
ble mode or degree, in the discharge of my duties, or to forbes repling
such interference if offered. r

This~is a necessaryconsequence of the independence of our'two countries.
You refer to "the peculiar relationship in whi~hIthe United States are
placed with Great Britain." Since the 4th of July, 1776, the on-ly relation
in which they stand to each other is that of two independent nations-" en-
emies in war,in peace friends." Of that independence, one of the vital
parts consists in the exclusive execution, no less than the exclusive enact-
ment, by each,' of its own laws: rigorously exclding and repelling all in.
terference in the one, no less than the other. If there be upon earth two
nations from whom, above all others, their own welfare and that of the
world demand the most scrupulous regard for, and watchful observance
of, this principle, those nations are the two whom you have nanzed. Mine
is wedded to it in all its bearings; and if, as I trust, the harmony now hap;
pily subsisting between the twvo Governments is to endure, so as to allowV
to the elements comprised in the bosoms 'of thed'two nations a fair Qpportu-
nity to work out their natural results, it can ohly be through .the cultivation
of the same sentiment by your Government towards ours, if no other.

So' thoroughly imbned with it is the latter, that no consul or other func-
tionary of the United States, at this place or elsewhere, however full and
accurate the information which he might have acquired on. the subject, and
however sincere his zeal against the slave-trade, Would ever dream of vol-
unteering an official communication to a functionary of Great Britain, in.
regard to the amount of British fabrics made expressly for the 'coast of Afri-
ca,.nor thie number of casks of shackles (the distinctive. instrumenti for car-
rying on the slove-trade) of British manufacture, annually exported to this
island; some of which I have seen passing through the custom-hbusehere,
without attracting any more notice, from either ofcers or bystanders, than
so many boxes-of Dutch cheeses. Hie might! under. instructions from his
Government, have traced these things to their sources, so as to be able to
pdesiate every British manufacturer, merchant, and ship, from-and through
which they had reached thus far on their way to the coast of Africa; and,
upon looking into the statutes of their Parliament,.he mi&htihi4 discovered
that: they could not hiave got here without gros rViojatibnd oVBtidi law.:
.B~ut, so Vgreat is the silent lorce of the general national sentiment upon this
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p~hiiit'wXuld nive? oboddu to; him us ;thihiober,otpc6it,oiim
*tlF he '8hoii daside to taft 0aft in the i Mietrati6n-ffhdke
addl~e~sing oeial comzminuicati ns, in regard to 'their isolation, to British
fii~tibiri'es charged, or: rnot charged, wifhtpreventing it:. Tf ich ai
A'zierica~n officer were to be mntd, fihe would be a reiy remarkable excep-
tlin; anid, wiratever might be the force of the motives impelling him to a
course so inconsistent with the general sentiment of his country, there
is O6ne particular in which his. course would be sure to evince the utm-st
respect for, if not dread of it, if his object in thus trampling upon the prin-
-ciple of, national independence Oere to play off before any portion of his
countrymen. However insensible he might be to other things, the dread of
their -penetration Would effectually deter him from attempting any such
game, unt~e~s he hadl furnished himself 'With better materials for it than nr-
mnrs.
if requesfed so to do, he Wonld doubtless cheerfully comply; as I trust

that you will with the request. I now earnestly make of you, to oblige me,
.at the earliest possible moment, with all the information of any kindiegrd-
ing persons, occnrrences, or things, calculated to be of use - to the Govern.
nmnt of the United States in regard to the ship Ventis,' or any matter con
netted with her; and particularly the fact of her having'taken in a cargo
-of~negroes while under the American flag; and the other fact, that there are
several American citizens implicated in' this violation of our laws, and who
-those citizens are. One of you, gentlemen, has enjoyed the advantage of
pUrsuing his studies at the Temple; and I need not tell you, therefore, that
4hib great object is, to obtain such materiIls, in the shape of facts, or persons,
or indications of either, as may' be susceptible of use towards the conviction
of every individual implicated. If materials of this kind cannot 1ie furi
wished by you, I would thankfully receive any specific facts, although un-
-cbhnected with names-of persons, should you not be at liberty to divulge
them, w*uiiih your peculiar opportunities and comimadd of time for the pur-
pose may have brought to your knowledge.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

J. KENNEDY and C. J. DALRYMPLE, Esqrs.

[Enclosure No. 3.]

HAVANA,' JafTry 10, 1839.
SIR: We have to acknowledge the receipt of your answer of the 8th in-

stant.to our communication of the same date, respecting the ship "Venus ;"
which vessel we have since heard, entered this harbor at a late hour the
evening before.

In reply to your request to be furnished "'with all the information re-
garding persons, occurrences, or things, calculated to be of use to the Gov-
ernment of the United States in regard to the ship ' Venus,' or any matter
connected with her; and particularly the' fact of her having taken in a
cargo. of ngroes WhIlst under the American flag; and the other fact, that
there are several American citizens implicated in this vflatfon of your
laws, andwiao thoe citizens are ;" we beg to say, that we have already cova-
nu-nicated as much of the information we pose sed as we felt ourseIves at
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liberty todo. We: eferred you to the reports prevalent in this citya .

the subject, and we hoped (as no doubt is entertained of their truth) t at
you would have thought them deserving of your. own immediate investiga-
tion, either through the Captain General of the island, or by your own au-
thority and the-- intervention of the commander of the American vessel of
war now in the harbor. Any such investigation on your part, by examina-
tion of the log-book and crew, could not have failed-to elicit, much better-
than any information we could be expected to divulge, whether the follow.-
ing circumstances as reported are well founded or not:

1st. Whether there were any American citizens on board the "Venus,'t
during her late voyage to the coast of Africa, and who those citizens are.

2d. Whether the " Venus'.' was visited on the coast of Africa by any Brit-
ish cruiser or cruisers, without being detained, in consequence of her bear.
ing the American flag; but one of which cruisers, having observed her
take in- some negroes under that: flag, afterwards chased her, though with-
out success.

3d. Whether any sale or transfer was made of the vessel after leaving
this harbor and where, so as to divest her of her American character
The ship's- articles, we have heard, provided that she was to be taken to.:

B3ahia, where the .sale was to take place; but the short time she has been ab-
sedt (only four months) puts this out of the question.: And whether trans-.
ferred or not to any other flag,.we fear it is indisputable that a gross abuse-.
bas been practised of the. American flag. -

It certainly is no part of our'duties at this place'to take any steps to vin..
dicate such a violation of your laws; nor have wve any wish to interfere inky
any like cases, further than arises from an anxiety to put an end.to all such,
nefarious infringements of the rights of humanity. Our objects are toot
high, and our: conviction of their rectitude too strong, . to' allow us to be.
turned from ou.r course by taunts of an.y kind. And with regard to the' Uni-,
ted States, in particular, we would wish to preserve utiimpaired our respect.
for the laws which' have declared the slave trade piracy.. But it is in pro-
portion to the respect we would wish to entertain, that we should regret to-foind those laws a dead letter, and your professions not followed up and car-
ried into effect.
We have the honor~to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient hum-

ble servants,
J. KENNEDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

N.. P. TRIsT, Ftsq.,
Consul, 4Sc., 4-c., 4Sc.

Consul Trist to the Secretary of State.
NO. 94.

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, September 9, 1839.

SIR: one ofour merchants at this place, who takes Miles's Register, called
my attention, a day or two since, to an article from the " Commercial Adver-
tisgr," tinder' the caption "American. Slavers," contained 'in the first-nsame&.
paper of the 3d August,'to which I beg leave to refer.



Whatever,_to a reader unconversant.with the subject, the bearings of
these statements upon myself may seem .to be, there is one single Point only
,in which, to a person.by whom it is understood, they can appear entitledito
notice. 'With, this one exception, to render manifest to those least, conver-
sant with the matter of these allegations', that,.as'grounds of impeachment
of my character, they are absolutely futile, nothing further.is requisite than
the substitution of an exact statement of precise facts, for the vague and
loose-terms whereby my name is connected with the slave-trade, in the mode
so calculated to beget sinister surmises and calumnious amputations. This
one point, however, is oka nature to impel me to request that it be made
the ground of a.demand upon the British Government.

But. for the peculiar form in which these allegations here present them-
selves, this request would not be 'ade* for it would be inconsistent with:
the principle which has heretofore governed me respecting the reception
due from an.'officer of the United States of America to alt manifestations
toward himself, or his fellow-citizens, by any functionary of a foreign state,
of that cosmopolitan zeal for which. the Government .just named is at the
present day, as it ever has been, so highly distinguished: a zeal which
doubtless would,. with due encouragement, prove of a sufficiently expansi-
ble nature to envelope our navy itself in the folds of its charitable mantle,
and have. a corner to spare. even for any of those terra firm concerns
which constitute the debatable ground (in the eyes of philanthropy, Do
doubt, one the existence whereof is much to be deplored) of State rights.
So long as its impulses had, with respect to myself, appeared only in the
shape of proffers of friendly aid'to supply my deficiencies, intellectual, mor-
al, or physical, towards the fulfilment of whatever duties I may be intrusted
with, in regard to the acts of my fellow citizens or even in the shape of
similar boons to.our Government, in regard to the discharge of its super-
visory, duties over American consuls, my view of the proper attitude to be .

maintained toward all such overflowings of international prodigality-in-.
culciting, as it ever has done, the most guarded abstinence, on my part,.
from any act which could tend to confound our country among those which
are- now so unscrupulously profiting by this disposition to relieve them of'
the trouble. and expense of self-government-would have forbidden my
taking any, step tending to a discussion with that Government, in regard to
the nature of such of the fruits of its superior vigilance and power as might
have been offered for the use of that to which I am respopsible. In a word,
so long as the friendly communications of its discoveries in regard to the
acts and pursuits of American citizens and officers, accompanied with the
no less friendly intimations of its hopes' and wishes in regard to the proper
course to. be pursued upon the subject by the American Government, or its
officers, had been addressed only to themselves, the alleged acts, supposing
them real, not constituting a proper subject of discussion between the two
Governments, or their ofcers, neither could their reality or fictitiousness,
the sufficiency or the defectiveness,. of the evidence on which the allega-
tions might rest, become a subject of inquiry between them.

When, however, in place of such like manifestations of generous zel, is
substituted a denunciation of the Government thus sought'to be patronized,
through' its citizens aid officers;, when' the friendly and rejected boon is,
by tihe alchemy of publication, converted into an accusation in the face.o
the world;. the entire aspect of' the subject becomes changed, and, with it,
the course which its nature permits. The question presented by, it is no
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oig *ether nnretshall bej rtitid, erptssy or impliedi in a fdr.
em5 Government; tor take part irectly or indirectly, in the ftinctloiswhic-l
b~log exclusively to our own. TheV Matter of allegtion remains the saie;
butt e principle of national independence ceases to be invoblved in any
q~yestion .that may arise concerning. the proper course to be pursued with
ri-istd to it. Withoutitie slightest concession .of the right of self-govern-
nm6fit, that matter may now'be considered, is grave character acknowledged,
and the proof demanded of the party bringing the charge.

Under this aspect of the subject it is, that now deem myself justifiable
in requesting that one of these allegations against me be made the subject
of a communication from our Governnment; of a'demand, founded; not upon
the allegation itself; but solely and exclusively upon the fact of its publica-
in; tht measure of the British Government whereby, fr6m being one of
series of acts 'of impertinent, and, at worst, indecent intermeddling only,
(io which, so long as it had retained that character, I should, however other-
wise disposed on my own account, have deemed it inconsistent with just
international principles to give even so much countenance'as would be im-.
plied in making of its grounds a subject of inquiry addressed to that Gov-
eimnent,) this allegation has been converted into an act of calumny the
most reckless and flagitious.
The particular allegation to which these remarks have reference, is that

*herein it is charged that "blank forms" have been "9 signed" by me for the
use of persons in command of vessels about to be engaged in the slave-
trade.

This allegation first appears in the following passage
"4'Then a despatch. from Lord Palmerston to Mr. Pox, dated 'March 22,

1839, including papers received at the Admiralty, showing that the Ameri-
can consul at Havanla (Mr. Trist) had affixed his name'to the papers of
vessels about to be employed in the slave-trade, and had also signed Stank
forms, to be filled up at pleasure by the persons in command of those ves-
sels."

In a subsequent part of the article it is repeated, in the specification of'
onle of "c those vessels," to wit:
"The schooner Gonsfituafo, under Portuguese colors, from Havana,with

'pipers signed by Mr. Trist, and also blank papers signed by him, to be filled
up as occasion might require."
This vessel is stated to be among those "searched and detained" by Brit-

ish vessels on the Africah station, between October Ist and December 31st,
1838. H~er papers, including these.99 blankforms," must, consequtently, be
at.this moment in the possession of the British authorities; as probably
are, als6o the papers of those other "vessels" referred to in the despatch of
*Lord Palmerston, or in its enclosures, from the Admiralty.
The demand which I beg leave to suovest is, 'of-
"1st. One or more specimens of the Tank forms secured on board the.

Constitugpdo, and ,lso of those found on board the other vessel or vessels
referred to by the words "s those vessels in the despatch of Lord Pamers
tons or its enclosuresp

*24. A list, with all possible particulars of time and place, of "c those ves-
8abi,I whether "detained," or only sehrched, on board which any such
"lilankfforms" hatre been found, together with the name and nation of each
ofs" t/e persons in whose' possession. they'were found; atid' the further par-
*tf nar, whether it was or was not, in each instance, ascerained that this
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person by whom, as is alleged, they were " to be filled up at pleaur
could write the 1iglish language, or was accompanied by any one who
possesses that requisite for making use of them.

3d. A statement with regard to any of such " blank forms" as may have
been seen, but cannot be supplied, of-first, their size and general appear-
ance; secondly, their tenor; thirdly, whether they were sealed' as %iwelfis
" signed ;" and, fourthly, the uses to which they could have been put: that
is to say, the possible -occasions" that ';might require" them " to befil4d
up;" the particular matter wherewith they might be filled up; and the
particular benefit which, being thus filled up, they could secure to the
holder.
A charge of a graver aspect can.scarcely be conceived than that lWre pub-

lished to the world against the American consul at Havana. While the
deed imputed to him is not only of the deepest baseness, but such also as to
betoken that degree of recklessness which belongs only to the most aban-
doned characters, the hand by which the imputation is cast is (to all appear-
ance) a warrant that it has not been cast lightly; that this act has been
preceded by all the consideration due to its nature, and has been done un-
der a full sense of the responsibility which attaches to it when proceeding
from a quarter where, the world is entitled to believe, none of the safeguards
against the crime, or the impolicy of casting aspersions unwarranted by
truth, can have failed to exercise its proper influence.
Had this imputation proceeded from the source whence (so far as may be

judged from the one case specified in the article before ius) it originally arose,
or even from the quarter to which it was thence transmitted, tbe.case would
have been essentially different. Coming from such a source, sunaccQm-
panied with the glare of authority which now dazzles every eye that is turn-
ed upon it, the intrinsic improbability of the act charged could not have
failed to be manifest to all, nor to exercise upon every Judgment the influ-
ence belonging to it. Appearing merely in the report of a naval officer (prob-
ably of a very subordinate grade) engaged in the task of reporting the char-
acter of the documents taken possession of by him on the occasion of making
a capture, or perhaps only seen in the course of a hasty search at sea, an
imputation of this nature would at once direct the attention to all the prob-
abilities of error on the part of such an agent, acting upon such a subject
under circumstances of excitement and haste, the reverse of favorable to de-
liberate thought and scrupulous accuracy, evetn upon those matters which
the course of his profession was likely to bring' him most frequently into
contact with, and to render most familiar. In the on escale, Noufld be seen
to be the intrinsic improbability of the act charged ; and, opposed to this,
only the improbability of carelessness, or of mistake without carelessness,
on the part of a naval lieutenant, in examining and reporting upon the na-
ture of the papers found on board a vessel searched and dletained by him;
or rather upon the nature of a certain portion of those papers, marifestly of
an altogether secondary importance, and to himself particularly, it not alto-
gethier devoid of interest, yet of a very inferior interest to that attachinig to
any other portion of the same papers which. might exercise an influence
upon the question as to the validity of the capture.

Such, however, is not the nature of this case. The ifuflltation does not
come from the hand of a lieutenant, nor from th-it of an acdnmiral; nor is the
authority upun which it rests that of the report of a lieutenant or of an ad-



miral, transmitted, in the ordinary course of.business, from one functionary
of the Government to another; nor is it even a report of this nature, transmit.
ted to the foreign .Government, to whose officer this act is imputed. These
are so many differentforms in.which the allegation might have appeared;
each transcending the other in importance, and carrying with it a weight
of authority proportionate to the rank of the officer and to the decree of de.
liberatenress implied in his action on the subject. But the form in which it
does here appear, invests it with an importance infinitely beyond that which
could have attached to it under any other circumstances. It is that of a
formal charge, published to the world by the British Government, at the in-
stigati n of its principal minister, for the conduct of its relations with the
other Governments of the world. Coming from the highest possible func.
tionary, the act, too, is done under circumstances corroborating the assur-
ance afforded by the rank of the actor, that the subject has received his
most earnest and deliberate attention; that the imputation is not lightly
hazarded, but, on the contrary its grounds have been carefully investigated,
and been found such as to warrant a principal Minister of State in assu.
ming, in the eyes of the world, the responsibility of calling upon his Govern-
mrent to make proclamation of the fact that the deed has been committed.
For these grounds it is-for the conclusive proof possessed byhim of the

guilt which he has proclaimed 'that I beg to call upon her Majesty's prin-
cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Let the " blank forms" be
forthcoming. Let the uses to which they could be put be specified and ex-
plained. Supposing both these things to be done, let the grounds be ad-
duced which determined his lordship's judgment to adopt the belief that
they had been signed and furnished by tine, in preference to the alternative
belief that they were forgeries. In a word, let any thing and every thing
in the shape of fact, probability, or possibility, be adduced, which may in
any manner serve to show that the fact asserted by Lord Palmerston, or a
belief in which has been asserted by him, that the American consul at Ha.
vana had also "signed blank forms, to be filled up at pleasure by the per.
sons in command of those vessels," is a fact, concerning which he possessed
proof, or one a belief in which can possibly be entertained by any person
of decent understanding- who shall bestow upon the subject ever so little of
his attention.
And here might I rest my defence from this calumny, until my call

should ba answered. In proportion to the gravity of the accusation, must,
according to the plainest dictate of justice, be the conclusiveness of the proof
by which it comes supported; and if this prove defective, inl exact propor-
tion to its defectiveness must be the force of recoil upon the accuser, and
the weight of odium for indecent haste, it not reckless malevolence, which
must rest upon his head.
To the operation of this plain truth might the vindication of my charac-

ter be left; and, seeing that. in most cases of the same sort it must necessa-
rily constitute the only resource of the accused, it might be relied upon in
the present without fear as to the result. Fortunately, however, the case
is marked by peculiarities which exempt me from all dependence upon.
this passive defence. I have called for the proof, because it was due to my
character to give, such a defiance, and because, also, it was only by so doing
that I could place in the light, where it will be manifest to all eyes, the titter
groundlessness, recklessness, and shamelessness of this accusation. But this-
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course was not requisite to my vindication. I possess abundant materials
for one, of the mostyositive character.
The absolute disproof of the calumny is in my hands, and I will use it.
The task must, however, be reserved for a future occasion.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

Hon. JOHN FORSYTH,
Secretary of State.

Consul Trist to the Secretary of State.
[No. 98.]

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, October 12, 1839.

SIR: Referring to my No. 95, I beg leave to embrace in the request
therein contained for a call upon the British Government, another of the
-allegations against "' the American consul at Havana," which her Britannic
Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs appears to have
deemed it proper to father, by causing them to be published to the world
-under the sanction of the British Parliament. -

The alleg-ation in question is contained (with other matter of the same
origin and complexion, but not requiring the same course on my part) in
an article under the head " Consul Trist ;" is copied from the" New York
American" into the "IBoston Daily Advertiser" of the 5th September, to
which my attention was yesterday called by another of our merchants resi-
dent at this place.
The staple of this article consists of materials selected " from the docu-

ments lately published by the British Parliament;" qnd, a nng them, is a
communication addressed'to his Government, under date 31st 1)ecember,
183S, by "aMr. Theophilus Barker, British consul for the 'Cope de Verd
islands." It is as follows:

(; I have heard from the last American vessel that arrived at this place,
that the American consul, Nicholas P. Trist, will be removed from the
consulate at Havana. Ile ought to be-/having granted, to my knowledge,
more than ten false bills of sale of vessels and passes to these islands."

Time act which ILhere stand charged with having committed oln " more
than ten" different occasions, and which the world is given to understand is
of such criminality as to constitute a sufficient ground ibr disgraceful ex-
pulsion from office, is the act of "grantinrr" two certain documents, viz:
1st. ": False bills of sale;" 2d. " Passes," (or "false passes," the structure
of the sentence leaving it doubtful whether "false" were intended to qualify
this word also) to these islands."
The demand which 1 beg leave to suggest is of twvo distinct things, viz:
1st. A list of the vessels referred to; with dates and all other possible

particulars.
2d. An explanation of the precise nature of the act charged; that is to

say, of what is meant by-
1st. A "false bill of sale."
2d. A l- Pass to these islands," or a " false pass to these islands," (accord-

ing as the one or the other was intended.)
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3Ad.aV*itinga billof sale.".
4th. "Granting a pass.")
With ropect. to the, list ofvvesels, it ig pm~ibe.that, theparticulars de-

sired by me may not yet be in the posses sion6fth, British. Governr'iennt
and that, consequently, the delay requisitefo rpouring the m fr6m the
Capee Verd islands may be unavoidable.

With respect to the explanation,however, no such delay need be nppre-
hended; as it would be highly injurious to the principal Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs of any Government to suppose him capable of taking
such a step. as that here deliberately taken by Lord Palmerston, without
possessing a clear perceptionof the nature of the act imputed to the officer
of the foreign Government. Even losing sight of the exalted official sta-
tion of the accuser in this case, and ofthe other extraordinary features by
which it is so strongly distinguished, the very least that can be expected of
any one bringingor promulging an accusation of such a nature is, that,
if notfnlly prepared to substantiate it, he shall be so to explain it-to prove
that, ,whatever vagueness the terms in which it is imbodied may possess for
other minds, they are, for his, chargedw ith a precise significance-to show
that the act imputed by him as an offence, is one ofwhich he possessed.a
definite idea, and understood the criminality.

It cannot, therefore, happen otherwise than that the noble lord,wh6, in
the present instance, is the promulger of the accusation, shall be prepared
to furnish, at once,without the necessity of a resort tothe Cape Verd isles,
or to any other quarter, allmatter pertaining to the second of the two heads
of demand; and this being the case, I beg that the distinction between the
two may be pointed out, and his lordship be requested, in case of his not
being prepared to furnish, the list of vessels until he shall have communi-
cated with the consul at the Cape Verd isles, not to allow this circumstance
to delay for a moment the transmission of that explanation of theact charg
ed against me, which he cannot but be prepared togive, and which his
sense ofjusticewill 'forbid him to withhold for an instant from one whose
character, is exposed to the serious detriment resulting from the weight of a
mere accusation pressing from so elevated a source.
Having stated and explained the request from me which this accusation

seems to call for,1 wil now bog leave to make it the subject of some
remnYlks.

In the first place, the "passes to these islands," mentioned by the British
consul at Cape Verd, are a pure fiction; having no other existence than
that conferred by him in writing the words. A" pass" is an absolutely ima-
ginary thing-a creation of hisown, for which it would be difficult to con-
ceive a motive, but that it serves the important purpose of rounding off the
sentence; and the yet more substantial one, of ekeing out the writer's contri-
bution for the year 1838, of that precious material, an offering whereof ap-
pears (as I shall hereafter endeavor to demonstrate, upon an enlarged viewof
the whole ground) to be the most acceptable (consequently the most impor-
tant to him who renders it) service which can at this day berendered by an
agent of the British Government to his superiors; and the periodical trans-
mission of a supply ofwhich seems to be particularly important to her Bri-
tannic Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as enabling
him to satisfy the cohistantly pressing demand upon him for proofs that the
agents tinder his direction are actuated by a becoming zeal in the abolition
cause. These '1 passes,' I repeat, are a pure fiction. No ipass"--nothing



in the nature of a pass-whether "false" or true-whether "tfor these is-
lands," or for any point on the globe-ever issues, or ever has issued, from
this consulate. Miistatements of this kind have generally some show, at
least, of truth in them: the thingA ich is affirmed to have happened, is
commonly something which may have happened. If an officer is charged
with having issued a document improperly, the document is generally one

which is known to the law, and which might be properly issued by him.
But, in the recklessness which prevails on the present subject-the shame;.
less haste on the part of purveyors to share in those profits whereof every
man is sure who can bring to market any of the commodity, however crude
its shape, which the rare of the hour demands-there is al litter disregard
of probability and plausibility, no less than of justice and decency. The
document with which I am here charged with issuing is not only fictitious,
but its very nitture is unknown. Nothing like it-ilothing of the sort-
nothing bearing the remotest resemblance or analogy to it, is, or ever has
been, in use at this consulate.

With respect to the other kind of document mentioned by this scrupu-
lously nice purveyor for the head of the foreign office, of proofs of his
sleepless vigilance over slave-trade proceedings, the case is different. A
" bill of sale" is a thing which has a real existence; and I am, therefore, at
no loss to know what he meant by "false bills of sale." What he here in-
tended, or might have intended, so far as may be judged from the nature of
the subject upon which lie spoke, was, to state a matter of fact; and one

the truth of which is beyond dispute. That " bills of sale of vessels" have
(and that in numerous instances) been passed at this consulate, wherein a
purchaser was named who was not the real purchaser, but, on the contra-
ry, a person having no interest whatever in the vessel, and only employed
by the real buyer to act in that capacity, there can be no manner of doubts
So far as I have had opportunities of judging, the same thing is of not un-
frequent occurrence at the customrhouses in the United States. I have my-
self been requested by an American citizen, (resident in.this island, and on
that account disqualified to be a ship-owner,) who wished to become the
purchaser of an American vessel, to allow her to " be put in my name.
The employment which he had in contemplation tor her was perfectly in-
nocent as well as lawful; nor was he at all conscious of any thing wrong
in his request. He wvas probably aware that I should have to make oatt
that the vessel belonged solely toa me; but, from causes into which it is net
necessary here to enter, what are called iscustomhotise oaths" have comet*
be considered, very generally, ini a light so entirely their own, that there am'
few persons from whoin the request to take one, without regard to its truh,
could be justly viewed as indicative of insulting intention.
Be this as it may, there cau be no doubt that the practice of holding-

vessel in the name of some one who does not own a splinter or thred iff
her, is a not uncommon one; and that the bills of sale whereby effeet-i
given to such arrangements. are, in this particular sense, " false." It, this
particular sense, it cannot be doubted that "false hills of sale" have boo
executed in my office; and that vessels provided with such documents hwve
gone to the Cape Verd isles,
But it would seem that the purposes for which information is desired

the foreign office, in regard to the doings of the American consulate at flat
vana, are such, that even this tiuth could not be stated, except in such#
way as to convert it into a falsehood, and most flagilious calumny.

2
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To" grant " a bill of sale! When a deed of this kind is executed, does
common parlancestay that it is "granted" by the notary, or the consul be.
forewhom theact is done? No! Whv, tlien, is thisextraordinaryfobri of
speech adopted in Lhe present instance'? Can it bethrough any othermo-
tivethan the design that it should perform thefunctionwVhich it does dis-
charge, to wit: that of conveyingthe belief that" bills ofsale,"'fdlse" in
some sense different from that above explained, (in whichthe falsity is, at
a glaice, seen to be beyond the consul's control,) have been "granted?"
That the consul has "granted " "false hills ofsale of vessels ;" what can it
mean, but that documents of this description, purely fictitious, (that is,
reciting a sale which never took place,) have been supplied by him toves.
Eels, for the purpose of enabling them to pass, as occasion night require,
under the guise of American property ?

This isthe obvious sense of the words, as is shown by that in which
they are taken bythe writer in the{' New York American," by whom they
are quoted: for, in order that this practice of the Americanconsul at Fla-
vana "may be understood,"he forthwith enters upon an explanation (!)
of the modiis operandi; which, if it serve no other purpose, issufficient for
that of showing that the writer's minid is fully, ifnot very precisely, im-
pressed with the notion of" a double set of papers," and of the process
whereby these are obtained by"the American vessels engaged in the trade."
These, he says, (that is, the vessels already" American") " resort in great
numbers to the Cape de Verds, where they change their flat, and, by a
fraudulent sale, arefor the time converted into Portugitese or Spanish ves-
sels." Ir1 hus (says lie) they get a double set (if)apers.' Anudhe adds,
k'If overtaken by a British cruiser, they are American vessels,atnd canntiot
be searched; if; by any wonder, they should be spoken by an Anmerican
cruiser, they are Sparish or Portuguese."
And this lucid description of the process whereby"Anerican" vessels

"get a double set of papers," by beingis for the time converted into Portu-
guese or Spanish," is what is given byway of explaining to the uninitiated
in slave-trade mysteries, the passre in the British consul's letter imputing
to the American consul at Havana the practice of supplyitng vessels en-
gaged in the trade with "false bills of sale-!" At any rate, it serves the
purpose of demonstrating that to his mind the accusation conveyed, how-
ever indistinctly, the idea that the American consul is in ihe practice of
not merely allowing what he has notany control over-the sale of Anieri-
can vessels from one American citizen to another-but supplying to vessels
not American "false ' documents, in the shape of bills of sale, purporting
that they are American.

This, however cloudily present to the newspaper writer, was what was
put into his head by the terms in which the accusation 'is couched; and
this is the true meaning of that accusation. It is its subst-mnce. It is
that which Lord Palmerston is bound to make good.
.Most pitiably will he extricate himself from this dilerimma. It will be sean

that all that he can make good in support of the accusation is, the fact that
"false bills of sale " (false in the sense above explained) have been executed
in my office; a fact which, had it been honestly stated, no one would have
dreamed of making the pretext for injurious imputation upon me. In exact
proportion, therefore, to the distance in culpability between this absolutely
innocent fact, and the absolutely damning Tact imputed to me in his accu-
sation, will be the load of odium upon his head as a wanton calumniator.
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I have said that all that can be made good in support of this accusation

is, the mere fact of bills of sale (over which the consul has no sort of con-
tTol) having been executed in my office. I must add, that even this fact
has, in consequence of views peculiar to myself and to this consulate, been
narrowed down to vessels aIready American wvhen they came here. No
vessel has ever, through my agency, (or at all, at this port, since I have
held the consulate,) been invested with the American character. The gen-
eral-so far as I know, iiniversal-ppinion among our mariners, including
ship-masters of the very highest class, is, that an Anmerican citizen has a
right to buy a vessel wherever he pleases; that she thereupon becomes
American property, and consequently entitled to navigate under the protec-
tion of the flag; and that the owner has a right to demand of an American
consul, at his peril, to give his agency in nill particulars requisite for secur-
ing that protection. Such is the prevalent doctrine; in support of which,
no less an authority may be quoted than that of Chancellor Kent, who lays
down that-" every vessel, wherever built, and owned by an American citi-
zen, is entitled to a custom-house document for protection :" a proposition
which is bLit an echo of the universal belief, and the principle of which is
manifestly in a peculiar degree imperative upon consuls, who are placed
at foreign ports, with scarcely any other dependence for the direction of
their official course than the general. sentiment, that it is specially their bu-
siness to promote, in every way in their power, the interests of American
merchants, ship-masters, and mariners. A practical illustration of its prev-
alence may be seen in the case of the brig "4 Paragon, of Philadelphia," a
vessel brought last year, tinder the American flag, to this port, fromn New
Orleans, by the American consul. at Vera Cruz, who had there, in conjunc-
tion with another Arnerican citizen, ptrnehased her under the Mexican flag,
and experienced no hesitation in placing her at once tinder that of the Uni-
ted States; his right to do which, he would have been surprised to hear
called in question.
Had this doctrine been entertained by mne, there is no doubt but that the

British consul at Cape Verd would have had more than one occasion to
report the arrival there of vessels which had actually obtained the Ameri-
can flag at this port by means of "bills of sale," mijostly, if not all, "false ;"
and occurrences of this kind would have afforded a somewhat more plausi-
ble pretext (though not a whit juster around) for crimination of the itAmer-
ican consul at Havana." As it has happened. e only vessels that have
come under the ken of this Cape Verd iAs ,provided with American
papers from the consulate at Havana, have been vessels that possessed the
American character at the time of their arrival; that entered (almost al-
ways direct from the United States) under the American flag, and carried
documents as good as any Liverpool packet can show; and which, being
sold at Havana, to (so far as the consul could officially know) American
citizens, carried with them, on leaving, the bill of sale constituting the legal
and proper document of transfer; embodying the register, as is required by
American law; and proving the vessel's retention of her original character.
But suppose that his eyes had rested upon vessels known at the Cape Veids
as Spanish or Portuguese, and now returning there from Havana, under
the Amierican flag, and provided with "bills of sale," "false" or trueI! What
language could he have found sufficiently strong for conveying this as-
founding intelligence to his noble patron at the head of the foreign office?
And yet, if he has escaped the necessity of seeking for it, it has been for no



other reason than that the American consul at Havana is sufficiently of a
"tyrant" to deny to his fellow-citizens the exercise of a right which none
entertain any doubt of-not even those who are above abusing it, or have
not so much as the slightest expectation that they will ever use it.

But I have unconsciously run into matters that I intended to reserve for
the one entire and connected view, in which it has been my purpose to em-
brace all these slave-trade imputations against me.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants
N. P. TRIST.

Hon. JonN FORSYTH,
Secretary of State.

Consul Trist to the Secretary of State.

[No. 107.] CONSULATE OF THE U. S. OF AMERICA,
Havana, December 17, 1S39.

SIR: I have pledged myself to a demonstration, which shall leave not a
shadow of doubt upon any mind, of the absrdity of the imputations Pgainst
me in regard to the slave-trade; and also, supposing them not to be absurd,
of their untruts. This, however, is a task, the accomplishment of which
is exposed to but one contingency-that of' my ceasing to live before I can
marshal in their proper order the facts which constitute the materials out
of which that demonstration is to be constructed. These facts are placed
beyond dispute, and, therefore, require not that i should engage, with re-
spect to them, in the collecting of testimony; seeing that they already stand
recorded in our custom-houses, or constitute a part of the (so far as I know)
universal belief in our country, among its ship-masters, ship-owners, mer-
chants, collectors, lawyers, and judges, in regard to one of the most impor-
tant of the points involved.
The work, although, in truth, not requiring any other basis, would, how'-

ever, have seemed to many eyes imperfect, unless seen to be supported ex-
ternally by buttresses, consisting of the belief on the subject prevalent at this
place among those under whose eyes my official life has passed. It was pro-
per, therefore, that their testimony should be added to the proof which it
was already in my power to adduce; or which, rather, already existed,
and required only to be pointed out. To secure it against the casuialties to
which it was exposed, has, therefore, presented itself as the thing first to be
done. The buttresses are erected, and although, in the estimation of the
architect, not requisite to the support of his intended structure, they cannot
but add to its security. By breaking the violence of the tempest that howls
over the spot, they will serve, also, the immediate purpose of affording him
some protection whilst engaged in his work.
The documents herewith transmitted consist of:
No. 1. A letter addressed by N. P. Trist, consul of the United States of

Atnerica at Havana, severally, to George Knight. John Morland, Edward
8palding, and Daniel Osgood, the four American residents at Havana whose:
Diames are best known in their own country, and throughout the commer-
cial world.-Novenber 4, 1839.
No. 2. The questions enclosed in the foregoing letter.
No. 3 Reply of John Morland.-November 11, 1839.
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No. 4. Reply of George Knight.-November 15, 1839.
No. 5. Reply of Daniel Osgood.-N-ovember 18, 1839.
No. 6. Reply of Edward Spalding.-November 20, 1839.
Trlhese documents require no remark from mne, further than to call atten-

tion to the fact, that, although some of the queries relate to my general
character, they are put solely on account of their special bearing upon
points of character involved in Jie particular imputation in question. The
error is to be avoided, of considering the design with which these interroga-
tories were drawn up to be the vindication of' my general official course or
character. For any such purpose, they would necessarily appear incom-
*plete, and, to the same extent, unsatisfactory.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

Hon. JOHN FORSYTH,
Secretary of Slate.

P. S. It will he perceived that, wilh a view to meet objection on that
score, the affidavits of these gentlemen have been obtained to their replies;
with the exception only of that of Dr. Osgood, who had left the city for the
interior before it occurred to me to do so.

I would beg leave to suggest, that inquiry be inade in our commercial
cities into the standing of these respondents (all New Englanders;) and
also whether there be any other American merchants established at Ha-
vana, and, if so, 7who they are.

N. P.T.

[Enclosure No. 1.]

Leetfer addressed severally to the femur Amn-erican residents at Havana
whose nanies are best known in their omwin country, and throughout the
cotrnn(rcial world, to wit: George ICzig-ht, John Morland, Edward
'pc'ding, merchants; Daniel Osgood, M. D.

CONSULATE OF TE3E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
hIavana, Nlovembei 4, 1839.

Smta Through the press of our country, you have become apprized of'
the charge published to the world against "the American consul at Ha-
vania," that lie " has affixed his name to the papers of vessels about to be
es]gaged in the forbidden traffic in slaves; and has likewiise SIGNED BLANK
FOiRS, to be filled up at pleasure by the persons in command of those
vessels."
Coming front no less exalted a source than her Britannic Majesty's prin-

cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,* this allegation brings with it a

The quarter fromn which it ostensibly proceeds is more imposing still: being nothing
less, apparently, than the "Imperial Parliament" itself. In truth, however, the agency of
this " omnipotent" entity does not, in this case, extend beyond the mere act of receiving-
the docultments " presented by command of her Majesty;" an act from which it is impos-
sible that the Contents of such documents can derive any additional weight in their logical
or moral bnlarings. Whatever portion of this may be possessed by them, must be due solely
to the head fromn which they are to be presnined to have received consideration. That
hea(l, in the present instance, is the head of her Majesty's principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs. To all logical and moral intents, the act of publication is his act. From
him is all its weight derived; to him does all its re-sponsibility-all moral responsibility, at
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weight of authority, of itself amounting almost to proof, and demanding at
my hands a course that shall correspond to the very extraordinary disad-
vantage at which alone it can he met.
An accuser of ordinary standing it might be sufficient to confront with a

challenge to the proof; and, under cover of the plain axiorm of justice by
which this position is prescribed to the accused, I might quietly rest until
he should have brought forward those evidences, of the existence of which
his proclamation. of belief in the truth of the charge is a recorded pledge.
The present case, however, is one in which this course will not suffice.
The official elevation of my accuser, affording, as it does. a gnaranty of
deliberateness and scrnpulnnsness in all his acts-above all, in a proceeding
of such delicacy and responsibility as that of bringing, in the face of the
worlds a charge at once so blasting and so intrinsically improbable against
an officer of a foreign Government-forbids that I should-allow its influences
to work undisturbed, while aw.titinm_ to see what materials he may have it
in his power to produce to justify the confidence which his word has
awakened. It demands that the task of positive disproof, eo far as the
iatture of the subject admits of it, be at once undertaken by me.
Of the matter of evidence which may be pertinent to a question of this

kind, all that relates to character is of obvious and high importawice. Of
the acts which may be imputed to a man, some are of a nature to admit of
absolute and specific disproof; while, in regard to others. the negative ad.
rnits of no otLer slip ort than that of probabilities. To the latter class, in.
deed, belongs every act with which a man can be charged. except wvhen,
by the specification of time and place, such individuality is given to it as
brings within the bounds of possibility an absolute rproof that it could
never have occurred. In any other case, the negative. call have no other
support than sich probabilities as, from the nature of the subject, may exist
with regard to it..
To this class belongs the act of signing "blank forms," " to be filled itp

at pleasure by the persons" to whom they are stipplied ; which, iin the alle-
-gation above quoted, is represented as being among my official practices.4

least-attach. The authority belonging to his official station-nothing more nothing less-.
is what this accusation does in reality come supported by. This, to be sure, is imposing in a
high degree; not. however, so high as would be that attaching to a deliberate act ot the British
Parliament.

* I confine myself here to this branch ofthe allegation for the reason, that the other practice
therein referred to is of a nature not to require the same sort of notice as that which I am
taking of the mate to which it is here yoked.

Whilst, of the two acts thus coupled together, one is of a turpitude too flagrant to escape
the dullest eye; the. other is, by every one in the slightest degree acq painted with consular
functions, or even possessing. the most elementary notions regarding the essential rights of a
ship-owner or his representative, the master, concerning the mode wherein he may see fit to
employ his vessel, seen. at a glance, to afford no possible ground of imputation against a consul.

In regard to the one act, if the accusation attach to him, his character is irremediably blasted.
Hence the necessity of seeking testimony that inay have a bearing upon the point. In regard
to the other act, no such necessity exists; b case no one at all acquainted wmim the relation in
which the consul stands towards vessels, can fail to be sensible that a more utterly and essen-
tially futile charge cannot be conceived against any officer, than that against a consul of having
"affixed his nanie to the papers of vessels about to be engaged in the forbidden traffic in slaves;'

- and that even if the charge were so modified, as to> impute to hihn the same act in regard to ves-
sels known, or sotoriousiy known; to be " about to be engaged in the forbidden traffic in slaves
it would still be utterly-and essentially ftitile. No such person but is aware that, either to gov-
ern his conduct in regard to ves-els be rumor concerning their contemplated employment, or to
institute investigations on such subjects, is altogether beyond the province of a consul. Nor
can any one fail to perceive that what is in this respect is right; 'for the only possible alterna-
tive to it would consist in investing the consul with. a degree of discretionary power far ex-
ceeding any that is possessed by the highest magistracy, whether executive or judicial, at home.
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To it, few things in the shape of testimony can be more directly pertinent,
whether for support or disproof, than the character which my acts and de-
port inent, as an officer and as a man, may have established for me upon
this tlieatre. TIhe practice imputed to. me is of the very deepest baseness;
and not only does it imply turpitude and venality the most sordid, but the
utter shamelessfiess and recklessness which. belono- to none buit the most
abandoned characters. The imputation, therefore. cannot fail to find either
corroboration or contradiction ii. the estimation which my conduLct may
have affixed to me, in regard especially to those particular features of char-
acter which are particularly implicated in the charge.

For this reason, I have determined to seek. iupon thres points, the-testi-
motny of some of those tinder whose eyes my official existence has passed;
beginning wvit those of my own countrymen wvhose names are most exten-
sively known both at home and throughout the commercial world.

rpthe best shape in which testimony, on stich points, can be given, is that
of specific replies to precise interrogatories. At the sante time, this is the
least inconve[i ieat form in which the task of giving stich testirnoijy can be
proposed- to aty one. The trouble is reduced to its minimum, when the
qtuestions are so drawn up as to require only a yes or no in reply. rhis
will be found to be the character of those (fifty-twvo in number) herein
enclosed : which I trust that you will deemt the position WVilerein I am
placed, b~y this wanton calumny, as uflicien t apology for requesting you to
take the trouble of carefully perusing, and giving written replies to.

-I aM, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

(Enclosure No. .]

We, George IKnight, John Morland, and Edward Spalding, do hereby
certify, that tho fifty-two questions hereunto attached, by means of the seal
of the consulate of thre ULnited States of Amnerica at tlls city, are an exact
copy of those enclosed in the letter addressed to nis severally by N. P. I'rist,
under date Novemiber 4, 1839 ; which questions have been ansswered by
.Johtn Miorlancd, in his letter, under date lite Ilth of the salmle; by George
Knight, in hi4s letter tinder date the 15th of the satne; and by Edward
Spaldi r, in hiis letter tinder date the 2(th of the samie: of which letters
duiplicates have hecci signed by uls, respectively.

Wittness our hands at [lavatna,this 14th day of Decemher, 1839.
EDWARD SPALDING,
(;EORGI,' KNIGHT,
JOtlN MORLAND.

Quest ions.

1. Ilas any instance ever come to your knowledge of my having,to
accommInodate any person whatever, "' signtied a blank fbrnm," of any descrip-
tion wvhatsoever, "1 to be filled uip " by such person, or by any one in his
behalf?

2. U.ntitil the recent ptublie-ation. referred to in my letter, had you ever
heard of any act of the kind beinu imputed to me ?

3. [lad you ever heard of any act, of the kind I)eincr imputed to the con-
stilate of the United States of America at I-avaia, since it came into my
charge ?
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4. Now that it is known to you that the imputation has been made, do,
you believe in its truth?.

5. Do you positively disbelieve it?
6. Do you think that, your opportunities have been good for forming a

correct estimate of mv character as an officer and as a lnan I
7. Has any thing whatever ever; to your knowledge, occurred, affording

any ground whatever for distrusting my probity or trustworthiness, either
as an officer or as a manr

8. Have you ever known any definite imputation to he cast upon me,
either as an officer or as a mail, in respect to probity or trustworthiness 7

:9. Have you ever heard of any such imputation from any quarter?
1.0. Have you ever heard of ally such imputation front any quarters

which, supposing the same imputation, from the same quarter, to have been
cast upon a person altogether unknown to you, would have been deemed
by you entitled to any credit?

11. So far as my character is known to you, is it a mercenary one?
12. Do you consider it to be the reverse of mercenary?
13. Do you consider me to be eager after money ?
14. Has any fact ever, come to your knowledge evincing such eagerness?
15. Have you ever heard of any suich fact. .
16. Have you ever known any improper charge to be made at my office?
17. Have-you ever heard of ally stic.h improper charge ?
18. Have you ever heard of any contention whatever having ariseilout

of any charge or demand for money made at my office in ly sown behalf?
19. Have you ever known me to shrink from contention on other subjects

presented by the official relations in which I am placed ?
21. Have you ever heard of my so doing in atly instance ?
21. Is not the law of the United States, requiring the payment of three

months' extra wages, upon the discharge of seamelii exceedingly hateful to
all classes upon whoun it bears, ship-miasters, ship owners, and merchants?

22. Is there rnot a particular odium attached to the demand of those extra
wages by the consul ?

23. Is not this provision of the lani such, that nothing is requisite for
its successful evasion than the merest tacit cotnivance oil the part of' the
consul?

24. Does not a general sentiment prevail on the subject, that the consul
ought to connive at its evasion?

25. Have you ever heard of an instance in which such connivance was
given by me?

26. Have you ever heard of an instance in which, knowing or hearing
of any attempt or intention to evade this law, I have failed to take active
measures to enforce its observance ?

27. In the whole circle of consuilar duties, do you know of one in regard
to which a consul, capable of sacrificiiltr duty to personal considerations,
would he so sulre to evince such disposition ?

28. Except in regard to the course purstued by me in cases wherein sail-
ors or mariners of subordinate grade were parties against ship-masters, has
any official act of mine ever come to your knowledge that was deemed by
,you objectionable ?

29. With the exception just stated, have you ever heard of any official
act being imputed to me which was deemed by you objectionable?

30. Have you ever heard of any such imputation, from any quarter, which,



supposing the same imputation from the same quarter to have been cast
upon a person altogether unknown to you, would have been deemed by you
entitled to any credit?

31. With regard to the cases excepted in question 28, wherein sailors or
mariners of subordinate grade were parties against ship masters, has not iny
course been the reverse of that which was recommended by considerations
of personal convenience or interest ?

32. In suhel cases, have you ever known an instance in which I failed
to pursue the course dictated by my own judgment, or to prove Utterly re-
gardless of who the parties might be, or who might take an interest in the
subject, or what opinion might be entertained as to the propriety of my
course by My countrymen, whether friends or strangers to nime?

33. From the knowledge which you possess of the mode in which slave-
trade operations are conducted and talked of here, do you believe it possible
that the consll of the United States at this place could be, itn ally way, di-
rectly or indirectly, concerned or interested in that business, without its
cornino to your ears ?

34. Until the charges to that effect, recently made in the newspaper press
of the United States, had you ever heard that the idea of my being in alny
way concerned or interested in thre slave trade had ever entered the head of
any one ?

35. Has any ground whatever for any such belief ever presented itself to
your mind?

36. Has any suspicion of the sort ever crossed your mind'!
37. Now, that the charge has been mnade, do you attach any credit thereto?
38. Do you positively disbelieve it ?
39. Have you ever known an instance of a "' false bill of sale of a vessel,"

or of a fictitious document of any sort, having been granted by me, or hay-
inr issued from my office?

1(0. Have you ever heard of any such instance ?
41. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred ?
42. Since this consulate has been held by me, have you ever known an

instance of a vessel, which had arrived at this poxt under a foreign flag,
hlavingr exchanged it for the flag of the United States?

43. Have you ever heard of any such instance?
44. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred?
45. Since this consulate has been held by nme, have you ever known an

instance of a vessel's leaving here under the American flags, whether for the
coast of Africa or any other part of tIhe world, which had not as absolute
and perfect a right to leave, and to be exempt from all consular interference
in so doiig,ias any packet that ever cleared for the port of New York, or
any silLrar-laden ship that ever cleared for " Cowes and a market ?"

46. Have you ever heard of any such instance?
47. D)o you believe that any such instance ever occurred?
48. Have you ever known an instance of any infraction or evasion of any

law of the United States taking place through nmy connivance or with it?
49. I-lave you ever heard of any sulch instance ?
51). Do you believe that army such instance ever occurred?
51. Suppose a vessel to leave 1-lavatia under the Portluguese, or any other

flaiz, to be employed in the slave-trade; and suppose said vessel to be pro-
vided with a number of all the forms known to you as being used in tIme
American consulate at this place, said forms being signed in blank by the
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consul, and also sealed wvith the seal of the constulate, " to be filled lip at
pleasure by the person in command of that vessel :" can you conceive a sin-
gle use that any of such blank forms could be put to ?

52. Suppose anl occasion to arise, in which it should be desirable to ninke
such vessel pass for an American vessel: can yon conceive any possible way
in which ally or all of said blank forms could be made to serve that ptirpose?

N. P. TRIST.
NOVEMBER 4, 1839.

Explanatory remarks on questions 8, 9, and 10.

1. These questions distinguish between ktiowing an imrpnitalion to be
cast upon the probity or trustworthiness'of all officer, and lhcariing of such
an imputation. The nature and object of the distinction will be best ex-
plained by an example: A hears 13 charge the consul with havin demand.-
ed a highterfee t/ian hle was entitled to r eceive; or with having conlived at
t/he itnfractton ofa law ; or with liaving maide otit a false document ; or with
having received money on account of a sailor, (1and retained it ; or with any
other such act. Or, in regard to his personal character. with havitfr acted
in bad fuith towrarids some 7ierson ; or with halving deviaited front.M/e rut/h;
or witlh havitlr lived bey/onld his means ; or wvith havinIT s/ own that hle was
ifiudffein.t or careless about cont(racting'peCr iarobli4ayjlio s. A hears
13 say tlhat the consil has becn charged with one of tlie foregoingy acts. In
thle former case, A has known an imputation to be cast, tip'Onl tile consul 's
lrobity or trustworthiness ; in the latter case, he has only hear(id- of suich
an impuitation. If either of these cases had happened to A, he would an-
swer the corresponding question 8 or 9 in the affirmative; if' neither had
happened to himn, he would answer hoth in the negative.

2. Another explanatory remark which these three questions call for, is
this: 'l'he last of thle three (No. 10) has been added to the other two, in order
to preclude the necessity of any thing more than a yes or 'no in reply to eaich
of theni, without the addition of a word in regard to thle character of tlme
source whence tile imputation may have come. Trhns. both 8 and 9) may
be answered ill thle affirmative, and the answer to 10 will convey the infor-
rnation whether the sourceor sources whence the imputation or inmplutations
came were, or were not. deemed by the respondent to he deoervingr of credit.
Trle answer to both 8 and 9, or to cithier of them, nmay be and yet thle
answer to 10 be no7; on the other hand, if the answer to both S and 9 be no,
then it follows that the answer to l() mrnst also be no. Ill this ease, the
question heconmes alto(rether nnnecessary-the sole pillrpose for which it is
put: being to meet the case of an affirmative answer to questions 8 and 9-
or either of them. It is to be noted, too, that these questions relate to dffi-
vite imputations-to the impuitation of acts of misconduct, and not to vague
impnptatio:s ; such, for instance, ats " the consul is a 7-ascal," or " tie conZ-
sidl's motive for exacting the three mont/is' extra ivages, iS to mia-ke zo7ey.X"

Enclosure No. 3.I

HAVANA, November 11, 1839.
SIR: In compliance with the request in your favor of tile 4th instant,

I give the following replies to the filty two questions therein enclosed:



1. To the first, I reply: No.
2. To the second, I reply: No.
3. To the third, I reply: No.
4. rpo the fourth, 1 reply: No.
.5. To the fifth, I reply : Yes; most positively.
6. To the sixth. I reply: Yes.
7. To the seventh, I reply : No.
S. To the eighth7 I reply: No; never from persons to whom I Rgve credit.
9. To the ninth, I reply: Never ; except from persons to whom credit

was not due.
1t). To the tenth, I reply: Yes ; I have, as the imptitations were made in

ignorance and lor that reason wveriv generally unworthy of credit;
1i. 'Po the eleventh, I reply: No.
12. To the twelfil, I reply : Yes; just the reverse.
13. To thle thirteenth. I reply: No.
14. To thle fourteenth, I reply : No.
15. To the fifteenth, I reply : No.
16. rT() tile sixteenth, I reply: Never.
17. To the seventeenth, I reply: No.
1.8. 'To the eialhtecnth, I reply: No.
19. ITo tile iniiietcentl, I reply: No.
240. Tl'o the twventieth, I reply: No.
41.. I~o the twenty first, 1 reply: Yes.
22. TFo the twventy-second, I reply: Yes.
23. To the twenty third, 1 reply.:. Yes.
24. To the twenty-fourth, I reply: Yes.
25. To the twenty fifth, I reply: Never.
26. To the twentysixth, I reply: No.
27. To the twenty seventh, I reply: No.
28. 'To thle twenty eiglith. 1 reply : No.
2.) rT'o tile twenuty-init, I reply: No.
T4). the thirtieth, 1 reply : No.
31. To the thirtV first, I reply: I believe it has.
32. To the thirty second, I reply : No.
33. ITo the thirty third, I reply: No.
34. To the thlirty-fourthi I reply: No.
3a. 'Io the thirty-fifth, I reply: No.
S6. T0 the thirty -sixth, I repiy: No.
37. To the thiirt\'yseventh. 1 reply : Not the least.
3S. To lihe thirty-eifZhthi. I reply : I do.
39. To tlhe! thirty ninth. 1 reply : No.
40. To the fortieth, I reply: No.
41. To the forty first, 1 reply : No.
42. To the forty second, 1 re-ply: No; never.
43. r1o the forty third, I repIv: No.
44. To the forty follrth, I reply: No.
45.. To the forty fifth, I reply: No.
46. To the forty-sixtht, I reply : No.
47. Tlo the forty-seventh, I reply: No.
48. 'To the forty eiglhth, I reply: I do not.
49. 'T'o the forty ninth. I replv : No.
50. rpo the fiftieth, I reply: No.
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51. To the fifty-first, I reply: No.
52. To the fifty-second, 1 reply: No; although, at first, I was inclined to

think it possible that a blank bill of sale might have had the consular certi-
ficate; but when I recollected the consular seal was used to attach the cer-
tificate to the bill of sale, I became convinced to the contrary.

I am, your mnost obedient servant,
J. MORLAN I).

No'rP.-Havincr been requested to state the amputations against Mr.
Trist's probity or trustworthiness, which are referred to in my answers 8,
9, and 10, its having been known or heard of by me, I comply with that
request by saying: Pho. impuitations alluded to in the 8, 9, and 10, were
such as are made in the Arneiican papers, and which I knew to be false
when applied to Mr. Trist. There were some of the persons to horn I
should have given credit, if I had had no knowledge of the accused per-
son.

J. MORLAND.
N. P. TRIST, Esq.,

Consul of the United States of America.

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Havana:
I, John A. Smith, vice-cotnvl of the United States of America. do hereby

certify, that, on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared
John Morland, of this city. merchant, who. being duly sworn, did declibe,
that the letter hereunto attached, under date November 11, 1839, addressed
to N. P. Trist, Esq., consul of the United States of America, contains tile
replies of him, the said Morland, to the fiftv-two questions enclosed inl the
letter addressed to him by the said N. P. Trist, under date November 4,
1839; and the said Morland did further declare, that his said replies are, to
the best of his lknowledge and belief, true and correct.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal of office,
at Hzavana, this 14th day of December, in the year of our Lord one

[L S ] thousand eigTht hundred and thirty-nine, and of the independence
of the United States the sixty-fourth.

J. A. SMITH.
JOHN MORLAN D.

[Enclosure No. 4.]

HAVANA, November 15, 1839.
SIR: In compliance with the request in your favor of the 4th instant,

give the following replies to the fifty-twvo questions therein enclosed-
1. To the first, I reply: No.
2. To the second, I repI y: No.
3. To the third, I reply: No.
4. To the fourth, I reply: No.
6. To the fifth, I reply: Yes.
6. To the sixth, I reply : Yes.
7. To the seventh, I reply: No.
S. To the eighth, I reply: Never.
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9. To the ninth, I reply: No.
10. To the tenth, I reply: No.
11. To the eleventh, 1 reply: No; quite the reverse.
12. To the twelfth, 1 reply: Yes.
13. To the thirteenth, I reply: No.
14. To the fourteenth, 1 reply: Never.
15. To the fifteenth, I reply: Never.
16. To the sixteenth, I reply: Never.
17. To the seventeenth, I reply: No.
18. To the eighteenth, I reply: Never.
19. To the nineteenth, I reply: Never.
20. To the twentieth, I reply: Never.
21. To the twenty first, I reply: Yes; very.
22. 'T'o the twenty-second, I reply: Yes.
23. Tro the twenty-third, 1 reply: Yes.
24. To the twenty-fourth, I reply: Yes.
25. Tao the twenty-fifth, I reply: Never.
26. ro the twenty sixth, I reply: Never.
27. To the twenty seventh, I reply: No.
28. To the twenty eighth, I reply: No.
29. To the twenty-ninth, I reply : No.
30. To the thirtieth, I reply: No.
31. To the thirty-first, I reply: Yes.
32. rpo the thirty-second, I reply: Never.
33. To the thirty-third, I reply: No.
34. To the thirty-fourth, I reply: Never.
35. To the thirty-fifth, I reply: Never,
36. To the thirty-sixth, I reply: Never.
37. To the thirty-seventh, I reply: None.
38. To the thirty-eighth, I reply: Positively.
39. To the thirty-nirith, I reply: Never.
40. 71o the fortieth, I reply : Never.
41. To the forty-first, I reply: No.
42. To the forty-second, I reply: Never.
43. To the forty-third, I reply: Never.
44. To the forty-fourth, I reply: No.
45. To the forty fifth, I reply: No.
46. To the forty-sixth, I reply: Never.
47. rpo the forty-seventh, I reply: No.
48. ro the forty eighth, I reply: Never.
49. To the forty ninth, I reply: Never.
50. To the fiftieth, I reply: No.
51. To the fifty-first, I reply: No.
52. To the fiftv second, I reply: I do not see any.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEG. KN1GHT.

N. P. TRIST, Esq.,
Consul of the United States of America.

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF A14EP.jCA-, Nivee7zna
1, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States of America, do hereby

certify, that on the day of the date hereof, before we personally appeared
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George Knight, of this city, merchant, who, being duly sworn, did declare
that the letter hereunto attached, under date November 15, 1839, addressed
to N. P. Trist, Esq., consul of the United States of America, contains the
replies of him, the said Kniglit, to the fifty two questions enclosed in the
letter addressed to him by the said N. P. Trist, tinder date the 4th Novem-
ber, 1839; and the said Knight did further declare, that his said replies
are, to the best of his knowledge e and belief, true and correct.

In testimony whereof, 1 hereunto set my hand, and affix rmly seal of office,
at Havana, this 14th day of December, in the year of our Lord one

[L. s. ] thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and of the independence
of the United States the sixty-fourth.

N. P. TPRIST'.
GEORGE KNIGHT.

[Enclosare No. 5.1

HAVANA, November 18, 1839.
SIR: In compliance with the request in your favor of the 4th instant, I

give the following replies to the fifty-two questions therein enclosed
1. Tp'o the first, I reply: No.
2. Tlo the second, I reply : No.
3. To the third, 1 reply: No.
4. To the fourth, I reply: No.
6. To the fifth, I reply: Yes.
6. Tho the sixth, I reply: Yes.
7. To the seventh, I reply: No.
S. rlTo the eighljth, I reply: No.
9. To the ninth, I reply: No.

10. To the tenth, I reply: No.
11. 'T'o the eleventh, I reply: No.
12. To the twelfth, I reply: Yes.
13. r,1 the thirteenth, I reply: No.
14. To the fourteenth, I reply: No.
15. To the fifteenth, I reply: No.
16. To the sixteenth, I reply: No..
17. To the seventeenth, 1 reply: No.
18. To the eighteenth, I reply: No.
19. To the nineteenth, I reply: No.
20. To the twentieth, I reply: No.
21. To the twenty first, I reply : Yes.
22. To tile twenty-second, I reply: Yes.
23. To the twenty-third, I reply: Yes.
24. To the twenty-fourth, 1 reply: Yes.
25. To the twenty-fifth, I reply: No.
26. To the twenty sixth, I reply: No.
27. To the twenty-seventh, I reply: No.
28. To the twenty-eighth, I reply: No.
29. To the twenty-ninth, I reply: No.
30. To the thirtieth, I reply.: No...
31. To the thirty-first, I reply: Yes.
32. To the thirty-second, I reply: No.
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33. To the thirty third, I reply: No.
34. To the thirty-fourth, I reply: No.
35. 'rjo tho thirty fifth, I reply : No.
36. To the thirty sixth, I rely: No.
37. To the thirty seventh, 1 reply: No.
38. To the thirty-eiglith, I reply: Yes.
39. To the thirty nilith) I reply: No.
40. To the fortieth, 1 reply : No.
41. To the forty first, 1 reply: No.
42. 'To tile forty second, I reply: No.
43. To the forty-third, I reply: No.
44. To the forty fourth, I reply: No.
46. To the forty fifth, I reply: No.
46. To the forty sixth, I reply: No.
47. To the forty seventh, I reply: No.
48. rT'o the forty-eighth, I reply: No.
49. To the forty ninth, I reply: No.
50. To the fiftieth. I reply : No.
51. To the fifty first, I rel)Iy: No.
52. To the fifty second, I reply: No.

I aUm, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
DANIELj OSGOOI), M. D.

N. P. TRIST, Esq.
Consul oJ lhe United States of America.

[Enclosure No. 6.]

HAVANA, November 20, 1839.
SiI: In compliance with the request in your favor of the 4th instant, I

give the,following replies to the fifty two questions therein enclosed
1. 'Po the first, I reply : No.
2. To the second, I reply: No.
3. T'o the third, I reply: No.
4. To the fourth, I reply: No.
6. To the fifih, 1 reply : Yes.
6. To the sixth, I reply : Yes.
7. To the seventh, I reply : No.
8. To the eighth, I reply: No.
9. To the ninth, I reply: No.

10. To [lte tenth, I reply: No.
It. To the eleventh, I reply: No.
12. To the twelfth, I reply. Yes.
13. rpo the thirteenth, I reply: No.
14. To the fourteenth, I reply: No.
15. To the fifteenth, I reply: No.
16. To the sixteenth, I reply: No.
17. To the seventeenth, I reply: No.
18. To the eighteenth, I reply: No.
19. 'lo the nineteenth,- I reply: No.
20. To the twentieth, I reply: No.
21. To the twenty-first, I reply: Yes,
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22. To the twenty second, 1 reply: Yes.
23. To the twenty-third, I reply: Yes.
24. To the twenty-fourth, I reply : Yes.
25. To the twenty-fifth, I reply: No.
26. To the twenty sixth, I reply: No.
27. To the tw.aty-seventh, I reply: No.
28. To the twenty-eighth, I reply: No.
29. To the twenty ninth, 1 reply: No.
30. To the thirtieth. I reply: No.
31. To the thirty-first, I reply : Yes.
32. To the thirty-second, I reply: No.
33. To the thirty third, I reply: No.
34. To the thirty-fourth, I reply: No.
35. To the thirty-fifth, I reply: Never.
36. To the thirty-sixth, I reply: No.
37. To the thirty-seventh, I reply: No.
38. To the thirty-eighth, I reply: Yes.
39. To the thirty-ninth, I reply: No.
40. To the fortieth, I reply: No.
41. To the forty-first, I reply: No.
42. To the forty. second, I reply: No.
43. To the forty third, I reply: No.
44. To the forty-fourth, I reply: No.
45. To the forty-fifth, I reply: No.
46. To the forty-sixth, I reply: No.
47. To'the forty-seventh, I reply: No.
48. To the forty eighth, I reply : No.
49. To the forty-ninth. I reply: No.
50. To the fiftieth, I reply: No.
51. To the fifty first, I reply: No.
52. To the fifty-second, I reply: No.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD SPALDING.

N. P. TRisr, Esq..
CGonsul of the United States of America.

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Havana:
I, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States of America, do hereby

certify, that on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared
Edward Spalding, of this city, merchant, who being duly sworn, did de-
clare that the letter hereunto attached, under date November 20th, 1839,
addressed to " N. 1'. rrist, Esq., consul of the United States of America,"
contains the replies of him, the said Spalding, to the fifty-two questions
enclosed in the letter addressed to him by the said N. P. Trist, under date
November 4, 1839; and the said Spalding did further declare that his said
replies are, to the best of his knowledge and belief, true and correct.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal of office,
L. S.)at Havana, this fourteenth day of November, in the year of our
[ ] Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and of the in-

dependence of the Un-ited States the sixty-fourth.
N. P. TWIST.

EDWARD SPALDING.
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OCWul 7lisg to the &cretary.of State.

[No. 108.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, December 18, 1889.

Sif: Referring to my No. 107, 1 have the honor to transmit three other
documents relating to the same subject, to wit:

No. 1-Letter from N. P. Trist to 0. D. Tolmr, Esq.-November 9,1899.
No. 2-Questions enclosed in the foregoing letter.
No. 3-Reply of C. D. Tolm&.-November 15, 1839.
These documents, require no remark from me, further than to call atten-

tion to the fact, that, although some of the queries relate to my general
character, they are put solely on account of their special bearing uon
points of character involved in the particular imputation in question. the
error is to be avoided, of considering these interrogatories as drawn up with
a view to the vindication of my general official course or character. This
would have required a much wider scope of inquiry.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

Hon. JOHN FORSYTH,
Secretary of State.

[Enclosure No. 1.1

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMiEAICA,
Havana, November 9, 1839.

Sia: Events having rendered it due to my character, both as a man and
as an officer, that 1 should seek, in relation to a particular imputation upon
it, such evidence as the nature of the subject admits of, my knowledge. of
you enables me at the same time to appreciate your value as awitnes6;
and, notwithstanding the seeming delicacy of our official positions rela-
tively to the subject, to appeal, without hesitation, to your sense of the ob-
ligation to bear testimony to the truth.
Had I to choose from all the persons known to me, whether personally

.or by name only, one in whom to put reliance as a source of information
in regard to-tle slave trade, and all matters directly or indirectly connected
therewith, the selection could fall upon none but you. Ever since I first
formed your acquaintance, on my arrival here, nearly six years ago, it has,
if I mistake not, constituted part of your official duty to collect information
of this character; and in saying that, of all those who, on this~theatre, du-
ring the period just stated, have participated in that duty, there is not one
in behalf ofwhom the.most distant pretension could be advanced to compare
with you in any one of the qualifications for this or any other public:trust,
]do but give utterance to a conviction, which is not only mine, but, so far
as I know or believe, that offall who have ever inad any means-to form an
opinion oln the subject. I entertain not a doubt that it is the common sen-
timent of this place-entertained by foreigners of all nations, as well as
your own countrymen; and. that it cannot fail to have penetrated at home,
wherever the opportunity hag been conjoined with the capacity to form an
estimate of your character.

With regard to the fountains of information which may here exist upon
this or any other subject, you possess the keys to them all, in your co6m-
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mand of the fourlan'g'ag.sspokeui hereto bii-Wvantage that in you proves.
the more effective, from your strong taste and eminent talent for social con-
verse.- On'teother hand, your understandings is known to be of an order
to'afFord- security for the.disciiiniiatioil indispensable to a correct use of"
such. powers and opportunities.; VhilSt Ilthat security receives corroboration
from the aversion of a moral nature §uph as .y.ours,to both. the deception
.and the; injssjtice whiioh are tiq neural firuits of .the carelss adoption, and
reckless propagation of untruth. In a sword, your. qualities .of head, and
heart; your intelligenicei penetration and. tact; ;youi -fxank, cordial, and
prepossessing manners; your ,onscientipus. nessand beneyolence-allhcon-
spire to afford a security that the task of collectirng informnlaiorl on the sul.
ject itt question, as pursued by you, hasnbeen pursued in the way that such
a task.must be,.to produce a result of any real value ; that, your aim has
be9n to do. and not to seem.; that you, ,have, deemed Jit ypur duty always
first to satisfy your own mind upon a point, before stamping it as a thing
w1ichlVmnight be throw into the currency of facts; that you h-have,acted
under that neyereIailiingsense of obligation to truth, whicIh is necessary to,
insp ire ithe habitual earnestness after fact, so distinguishable froin the reck-
less ad caplandurn. spirit prevalent at this hour. that welcomes to its net
any thing and every thing, however improbable however untrue, however
preposterous, which may suit the heated imnainations on whose excite-
ment it profits, and thereby, obtaining acceptance as proof of high desert in
the purveyor, answer the only purpose for x*hich he cares.

This language, although merely the utterance of what every one here.
knowsvand feels-only more or less distinctly according to the opportunities:
lte mayhave-enjoyed-will, I am aware,'be apt to subject the understand-
ings of us both, if not my motives, to reproach. The semblance iof flattery
will, however, vanish before the truth, that these facts constitute the reason
whyValue' should be attached to votr testimony. That testiniony is sought,.
because it is valuable; and it is valuable, because of the qualifications which
you have brought to the task of making yourself conversant with the slaves
trade, and all things incident thereto. In speaking as 1 have done, there-
fore, I have merely given my reason for calling you as a witness.
Had your testimony been destined for use at this place, where, a resi-

dence of many years has made you wvell known, or in your own country,
wlorp you must be better known still, it would have been superfluous to
assign any reason of the kind for asking it. But it is intended for use in
my country, where you are not known; land it was necessary, and there-
fore proper, that those upon whose minds it is designed to operate. should
1earn.something of those qualities of its source, whereon its value so gredtly
depends. That information, in whatever shape produced, could come only
from myself. It could consist only of statements made by me, er of state-
ments procured by me; so that, whether under the one form or the other,
the truth of the matter could not be adduced without exposing me to tile
imputation of offering flattery, and you to that of accepting it. 'l'his being
the case, it could matter but little, in respect to this unavoidable semblance
of flattery, whether it should appear in this letter or in some appendage to
it; whilst, in other respects, the letter asking your testimony (iil truth; ad-
dressed rather to the public in my countryithan to yourself; for, otherwise,
the request might, wvith greater convenience, have been made orally) seemed
the most appropriate place for declaringrmy reason for desiring it.
The best shape in which testimony of the nature of that which I am



seeking can be giveaj'is,ltbat.of :exvaqtrepliesitorprecise;interrocgatories':'.for
theierder can at once perceive. whether' these -are so framed as fully to
elicit whdtev~er information: the witness' may. possess. -At~the same:timei
this is the least troublesome form in which the task of giving testimony can.
be proposed:'to him. .The trouble is brought within the narrowest compass
possible, when the questions are so put as to require only-a7yes or no in
reply. ([his will be;found to beithe character -of those (fifLy~nine in num-
ber) herein enclosed; which I trust that you will deem the necessity under
which I am placed for the testimony of those here who have had the best
opportunities to acquire a knowledge of my acts and character, a sufficient
apology for requesting you to take the trouble of carefully perusing and
giving written replies to."

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.,.,',..',,, 'N. P. TRIST.

C. D; TOLMME, Esq.
[Enclosure No. 2.]

Questions.

1. Has any. instance ever come to your knowledge of my having, to ac-
commodate any person whatever, "signed a blank' form " of any description
whatsoever, ":to 'be filled up by." such person, or by any one in his behalf?

2. Until very recently, had you ever heard of any act of the kind being
imputed to mea

3. Had you ever heard of any act of the kind being imputed to the con-
sulate of the 'United States of America at Havana, since it came into my
charge?'

4. Now, that it is known to you that the imputation has been made, do
youl believe in its truth?

5. Do you positively disbelieve it?
6. Do you' think that your opportunities have been good for forming a

correct estimate of my character as an officer and as.a man?
7. Has any thing whatever ever, to your knowledge, occurred, affording

any ground whatever for distrusting my probity or trustworthiness, either
as an officer or as a man:?

8. Have you ever known any definite imputation to be cast upon me,
either as an: officer or as a man, in respect to probity or trustworthiness?

9. Have you ever heard of any such imputation from any quarter;?
10. Have you ever heard of any such imputation from any quarter

which, supposing the same imputation from the same quarter to have been'
cast upon a, person altogether unknown to you, would have been deemed
by-you entitled to any credit?

1 . So far as ynv character is known to you, is it a mekrenary one?
12. Do you consider it to be the reverse of mercenary ?
*13. Do you consider me to be eager after money?
14. Has any fact ever come to your knowledge evincing such eagerness?
-1 5. Have you ever heard of any such fact?
16. Have you ever known any improper charge to be made at my office?
17. Have you ever heard of any such improper charge?
18.1Have you ever heard of any contention whatever-havincr arisen out

ofL any charge or demand for 'money made at my office in my ot.wn behalf?
19. Have you ever known mne to shrink from contention on other sub-

jects, presented by the official relations in which I am placed ?
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201 ave you-ever heard o my- doing in ay n_ ce t
RL. Is not the lawoftde United States, requiring the payment of three

mumths' extra wages upon the discharge of semenexceedinglyy hateful: tb
al classes uponWihom it 'bears-sbip-masters, ship-owners, and merchants?

2 Is there not a particular odium attached to the demand of thoseextra
-g s by the consul '?
..23 Is not this provision ofl the lawsuch, that nothing is requisite for its
suessful- evasion than the merest tacit connivance on the part of the

-ft!:Does not a general sentiment prevail on the subject, that the consul
*oght to connive at its evasion?

25. Have you ever heard of an instance in which such connivanc was
given by me?

96g HatB e -you ever heard of an instance in which, knowing or hearing
of any attempt or intention to evade this law,, I have failed to takeactive
measures to enforce its observance?

27. In the whole circle of consular duties, do you know of one, in re-

gard to which a consul, capable of acrifibingt duty to personal considera-
.tions, would be so sure to evince such disposition'
':-2 Th-e course pu rsued- byme, on -divers occasions, in cases wherein

sailorsor'mariners of -subordinate grade 'were parties againstship masters,
h*.Xnot,-to the best of your knowledge and belief. come in: direct contirct
wulrktheuniversalsentimentamong American merchants and ship-rmastrs
.atthisplace, and been deemed highly )rejudicial to their interests ?-

29. :With the exception: of-the course pursued by me on'the occasions
refrred to in the lastquestion,, have you ever heard of any officials act':-
ing imputed to me, that, by any American merchant or ship-master of re-
spectable character, was-deemed to be objectionable?7-

30. The 'nature and extent of your acquaintance and intercourse with
American merchants and ship-masters, and with merchants -and ship-mas-
ters- of other nations associating -with the former, being considered, is it or
is it not in the highest degree improbable that a single imputation of -the
kindrientioned m the. last question could have' been- brought against me
without your hearing of it? h

31. With regard to the cases excepted in question 28, wherein sailors-
or-mariners -of subordinate grade' were parties against ship-masters, has
not my course bebn the reverse of that which was recommended by con-
siderabtions-of personal convenience or interest I

32.-In suhe cases, have you ever known an instance in which I failed to
pursiie the course dictated by my own judgment, or to prove utterly regard-
1=Mofho the parties might be, or who might take an interest in the subs.
ject, or what opinion might be entertained as to the propriety of my course
by my countrymen whether friends or strangers tomei

33. From the. know-ledge which you possess of the mode in which slave-
trade operations are conducted-and talked of here, do you believe it possi-
ble -that the consul of the United States at this place should be, in any;way,
directly or indirectly, concerned or interested in that business, without its
coming to your ears ?

34. Until the cCharges to that effect, recently made in the newspaper
press-of the United States, had you ever heard that the idea of my being
in. any way concerned or interested in the slave-trade had ever entered the
head of any one?
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36. Has any suspicion of the sort-ever cm-eed your mind?
37.. MNw that tbhe charge has been made,. do. you attach any credit

theretoi?
38. Do -you positively disbelieve it I
39.. Have.you ever known an instance of a "false bill of sale ol a ves-

sel," or of a fictitious document of any sort, having been granted-by mateoo
having issued from my office?

40. Have you ever heard of any such instance?
41. Do yo ibelievethat any such instance ever occurred ?
h Since this consulate has been :held by me, have you ever known an

instance of a vessel, which had arrived at this port under a foreign flig,
having, exchanged it for the flag of! the United States?

43. Have you ever heard of any such instance?
44. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred?
46. Sincethis consulate has been held by me, have you ever known an.

instance of a vessel's leaving here under the American flag, whether for
the coast of Africa or any. other. part of the world, which had not as ab.
solute and perfect a right to leave, and to be exempt from all consular.in-
terference in so doing, as any packet that ever cleared for the port of-ew
Yozk, or tan-sugar-laden ship that ever cleared for ".Cowes and a market?"

46. Have you ever heard of any such instance?
47. Do you believe that any such instance ever occurred?
48. Have you ever known an instance of any infraction or evasion of

any law of the United States taking place through my connivance, or with

49. Have you ever-heaid .of any such, instance '1
50. Do you believe that any'such instance ever occurred ?
51. Suppose a vessel to leave Havana under the Portuguese or~anv'Dther

flag, to be employed in the slave trade; and suppose said vessel to be pro-
vided with a number of all the forms known to you as being used in -the
American consulate at this place, said forms being signed in blank by the
consul, and also sealed with the seal of the consulate, " to be filled up at
pleasure by the person in command of that vessel:" can you conceive a
single use that any of such blank forms could be put to?

52. Suppose an occasion to arise, in which it should be desirable to-make
such vessel pass for an American vessel: can you conceive any possible
way in which any or all of said blank forms could be made to serve that
purpose ?

53. To the best of your. knowledge and belief, has any vessel, under the
flag of the United States, ever cleared from this port for the coast of Africa;
or any other part of the world, which it was.competent to .the consul- of
the United States to refuse to deliver- the papers of, upon the depnd ;of
the master, or to interpose any other hindrance to the departure of?

54. To the best of your knowledge and belief, has any vessel,.-under the
flag of the United States, ever cleared from this port for the coast of Affiea,
or any other part of the world, which, had she been under! the British .flig,.
{all other-circumstances. bei-gt precisely the same,) it would have been com-
patent to the B2itishaconsul, under any British law-, to refuse- to deliver-the6
papers ofpupon the demand of the master, or to: intense any other hin-
diance to te depatuhe of-?
6-To the beatrof your knowiede axid belief, has there ever-been an,
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to vessels destined to the coast of Africa, than in regard to tues ideaned;
to New York otto " Cowesand: amarket?*-

56. To the best of your knowledge 'and belief, has there ever bWen the
slightest hesitation on the part of the consul of the United States, or at- his
office, in answering any inquiry of yours concerning any occurrence that
might there have taken placeor -in imparting to you any.information which
might be there possessed in regard to the sale or destination of a vessel, or
any other particular concerning her?

576. To the best of your knowledge and belief, did or did not the same
utter want of reserve prevail at the consulate of the United States towards
the British commissioners on the slave-trade and their secretary, until this
state of things was reversed, with respect to" them, in the month of Novem-
ber, 1836, in consequence of a communication which they addressed to the
consul ?

68. To the best of your knowledge and belief, was or was not the sedre-
tary to the commissioners in the habit of paying frequent visits toathe
American consulate, kept in the same house where they had their office?

59. To the best of your knowledge and belief, did or- did not the said
secretary ever fail to obtain from the vice-consul, as a thing of-course, an
sewers to any inquiries he might see fit to make?

N. P. TRIST.'
NOVEMBER 9, 1839.

[Enclosure No. 3.j

HAVANA, November 15, 1839.
SIa: To the interrogatories contained in your letter of the 9th instant,

I reply as follows:
1-. To the first: Never.
2. To the second: Never.
3. Tqo the third: Never; until such amputations appeared in the public

papers.
4. To the fourth: I do not.
5. To the fifth: IMost positively.
6. To the sixth . The very best; arising fromour long official intercourse

and private intimacy.
7. To the seventh: Nothing.
8, 9. To the eighth and ninth: Never; except by the journalists of the

United States, and in papers presented to the British Parliament.
10. To the tenth: On account chiefly of the latter, viz: what is contained

in the parliamentary papers, I probably should have deemed it deserving of
sufficient credit to lead me to inquire into the truth of the imputation.

it. To the eleventh: Certainly not.
12. To the twelfth: The very reverse; perhaps, to a fault.
13. To the thirteenth: By no means.
14. To the fourteenth: None.
.15. To the fifteenth: Never.
16, 17. To the sixteenth and seventeenth: From your general as well.as.

your. official character, I1 am convinced . that you would spurn the idea 'of
making,or suffering to be made, any overcharge in.you.r consulate. Nay,
I perfectly remember that, shortly after your arrival here to take' possession
,f the consulate,-certain 'fees then charged. were-redoiceda;nd-,anss
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-wihic had ben'rsceived.'s bseqdietutuayout!appointbent, F*S!ktftbedo
1thehouses bywhich'it had-4*zipng , ; *.-

isl;! !tbe eighteenth, I reply. :, Never.;
. 19. To the nineteenth: I. have Dot.; on-.the contrary, should esy that,

for the maintenance of the rights of your countryand fello citizens,-yon.
were sometimes disposed. to show fight a litle mor hastily than was re-
quired.

20. To the twentieth: I have heard Americans, who supposed them.
selves injured- by the Government or individuals of this place, complain
that you did not take up their cause; but I am certain that you never BefnL&
-to do so, when they had justice on their side. In fact, 1 remember instances.
-in which Englishmen and Americans being jointly implicated, we have-
worked hand in band to serve them; and that your aid on such occasions1
was most willingly and efficiently given.
-21. To the twenty-first: Undoubtedly.
22. To the twenty-second: There is.
23.- To the tweenty-third, I answer: I should think so.
24. To the twenty-fourth: I conceive there does, except among those to

'whom connivance at any evasion of the laws is hateful.
25. To the twenty-fifth: Never.
26. To the twenty-sixth: No.
27. To the twenty-seventh: I do not.
28. To the twenty-eighth: It has.. Your determination to establishequal

justice between ship masters and their seamen, adopted from your very first
arrival, I consider to be the foundation of all the clamors raised against you.

29. To the twenty-ninth: With that exception, 1 have not.
30. To the thirtieth: I do not think it could.
31. To the thirty-first: Undoubtedly.
32. To the thirty-second: Never. I consider you, in the administration

of justice, to have pursued, without fear or favor, that course which, in
your conscience, you believed right.

33. To the thirty.third, I reply":. Utterly impossible.
34. To the thirty-fourth: Never, never. Had any one here started such

an idea, he would have been laughed at by the respectable- portion of the.
community,.and by all your friends whose .indignation was not raised by
the iniquity of such an imputation.

35, 36, 37. To the thirty fifth, thirty-sixth, and thirty-sevenith: Not the
slightest.

38. To the thirty eighth: I disbelieve it in ioto: I know. it is false.
.39. To the thirty ninth: Never.
40. To the fortieth: 1 never heard it here; but I. have seen it stated in

papers presented to the British Parliament, that you had granted " false bills.
of sale for vessels.

41. To the forty-first: I feel a delicacy in contradicting assertions thus
put forward; but 1 conceive there must be. some misunderstanding in the,
matter, or that -the bills of sale referred to were. forged: .for I am sure that
you. never,,in yonr life, executed a false document.

42, 43, 44. To the' forty-second, forty third, and forty-fourthJ' reply:
that, so far from your having ever .Suffered a.vesselX, under. foreign colors
being here transferred to the American flag, (as I have known to be done
by cnsuls of the United,.Statesv in other ports,) you have completely set
youikface against such transfers;. and, in some. instancespartieb requmi
them, have held you responsible for not agreeing thereto.



I1W 40¶
.46i47i' To. thefoty-iftb,1*rty-siztb andt: I am Ad

sufficiently acquainted with the lawsv of.the Uni& States to say whete-
you could or could not, under the circumstances inder which American
ils, havd-left this-portfor Africa, have prevented their departure; but I
Me not, as vessels.uuder precisely. similar circumstances have been

suffrd to depart direct from the United States for Africa
48, 49, 50. To the forty-eighth, forty ninth, and fiftieth, I answer: I am.,.

convinced that you would not willingly do or suffer such a thing.
51, 52. To the fifty-first, and -fifty-second: The forms used in the Amer.-

ican consulate are known to me, and I am not aware that any of theme
could be Wfiled up so as to be put to such a use as you allude to; certainly
not to give an American character to- the vessel of another-nation: though
perhaps, the blank certificates might be so filled up as to deceive ignorant or-
inexperienced persons on these points.,-

53. To the fifty-third: I repeat, that Iam not sufficiently acquainted with
American law to answer the question; but my impression is, that an Amer-
ican consul has no legal authority to detain a ship's papers, or put obstacles
rn the way of her departure. from the place of his residence, whatever her
Cargo or destination.

54. To the fifty-fourth: I know of no British law by which it would
have been competent for a British consul to refuse to deliver the papers of
a British vessel, when demanded by the master, or to interpose any other
hindrance to her departure from the port of his residence to whatever place
she-might be-bound, or whatever cargo she might have in; but, in the event.
of Britsh vessels clearing out here for the coast of Africa, laden with articles.
usually shipped for the purpose of purchasing slaves, (as several American
vessels have done,) it would be.his duty, acting under instructions given by
Mr. Canning to the British consul at Bahia, in the year 1825," to discounT-
age such undertakings, and report to the Secretary of. State the names,
together with a -particular description of such Englishmen as might be
engaged in them." It would also be his duty, I conceive, to do the same.,
if such vessels, though in ballast, appeared (like the Baltimore clippers -that
have gone from hence to Africa) to be of a class likely to!be turned to
ulterior slave-trading purposes.

55. To the fifty-fifth query, I reply: To the best of my knowledge and
belief, there has not.

i56. To the fifty-sixth: I have always found the utmost readiness on your
part to answer my inquiry on the subject.

57. To the fifty-seventh: I have no means of answering this question
positively: I should think not.-l58.To the fifty-eighth: The British commissioners, at one time, had.
tSir office under the same roof as your own; and 1 then frequently saw
their secretary conversing with your vice-consul.

59. To the fifty-ninth, I reply: I should think not; but I cannot speak
positively to the point.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
-C. D. TOLMA.

N. P. TAIsT, Esq.,.
Consul of se United States, Havana.

HAViNA, Nowember 25, 1M
-.1- mruy was Or aDovO is- a nue cop".

-a a TOLNA



Consul 7Wat to the Secretary of State.

[No. 153.] HAVANA CONSULATE,,
Washington, September 28, 1840.

SiaR: Having at length accomplished the task imposed by that branch of
the labors of the conspiracy for the destruction of my character, the pretexts
for which were found in alleged outrages upon American ship-masters and
seamen, I now find time to bestow upon other subjects.

Referring to my No. 64, under date January 1', 1839, enclosing a copy
of my correspondence at that period with the British agents resident at Ha-
vana under conventions with Spain, relative to the slave-trade, I now trans-
mit (enclosures Nos. 1 and 2) a sequel to that correspondence, which occur-
red in July of the same year.

I had purposed to engage, on this occasion, in a full examination of the
doings-of these agents upon this theatre, and to present an array of facts
that would leave no room for doubt in regard to the spirit of disingenuous.
ness and deception towards their own couiltry, and of insult towards ours,
which prompted the attempt, so indecently persisted in, to increase their
stock of occasions for display of hollow zeal, which could serve no possible
purpose but that of imposing upon distant enthusiasts, and feeding the ex-
citement which the actors find it so richly to their account to keep alive.

This purpose, however, want of time compels me to relinquish, (for the-
present at least,) except so far as to state a few facts, which will serve to open
the view of the subject that 1 intended to present in extenso.

Stripped of what, (to borrow the expression of the Westminster Review,
in a recent article on the subject,) may be termed " official cant," the sum
and substance'of the pretext seized upon by them for deriving from our own
country materials for those "'tubs for the whale," which it is their business
to keep up the supply of, consists in the evasions of our laws, whereby ves-
sels calculated for the slave-trade are built and furnished to the trader. Al-
though, according to Mr. Buxton's recently published statistics of English
manufactures made and calculated exclusively for the slave-trade, the an-
nual amount is at least tenfold that of the vessels which, according to the
British commissioners' returns, were furnished from our country to Havana
in 1838; yet shipping does not constitute an item in Mr. Buxton's list, and
it may be inferred, therefore, that no "clippers" are among the products ot
British industry for the traffic..
That the evasions of law by means of which they are furnished are,

however, far from impracticable in. the British dominions, and under the
British flag, is proved by the two following cases, occurring in 1838, and,
as will be seen, under circumstances peculiarly calculated to awaken sus-
picion, and peculiarly favorable to scrutiny.

In March, 1838, the Portuguese brig Arrogante, captured by her Britan-
nic Majesty's brig Sahke, was condemned as a slaver by the mixed commis-
sion. at Sierra Leone. At this British port she was sold, purchased for
British account, (on the face of the proceedings,) sent to London, there ob-
tained a British register, with which and under the British flag she made her
appearance at Havana, and thence proceeded to Vera Cruz. On her return
to Havana, early in 1839, she was sold, and put under Spanish colors, chang-
ing her name to Iberia; with which she sailed, and returned at-the beginning-
of this year, after landing a cargo of slaves at Puerto Rico.
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In November, 1838, the 'Portuguese slaver Veterano was captured-off
Galtinas by a British cruiser. This vessel, also, had been condemned at
Sierra Leone; and after condemnation had obtained a British register, with
which she proceeded to London, where, after being registered de novo, in
January, 1838, she cleared for Cadiz, and was subsequently put under the
Portuguese flag.
There is every reason to believe-indeed, the circumstances are such as.

to leave no doubt on any mind at all, acquainted with the state of things at
Havana-that both these vessels, thorgh'carrying British registers, belong-
ed, from the very first, (at the time of condemnation, and at the time of pur.
chase under the condemnation) to Don Pedro Martinez & Co, the greatest
slave-trading house in Havatia. No fact is more notorious there, nor at
Sierra Leone itself, than that the principal slave-traders have agents at the
latter place, and at London, to purchase and ship goods, (at Sierra Leone
the very goods sold under condemnation, besides those imported without
molestation under the protection of the BrItish flag,) and do all other things
needful for their interests.

I will now turn to a fact having the same bearing as the preceding, and
which furthermore suggests the question, whether there be any considera-
tions, of a commercial or political nature, that can afford a satisfactory ex-
planation of theL preference given to the island of Cuba as the country from
which to cut off a supply of Rlaves, and at the same time as the chosen ob-
ject to which specially to direct the morbid enthusiasm now raging in Great
Britain, that renders those, who have suffered themselves to become pos-
sessed of it, deaf as adders to the yells and the moans arising from the fright-
ful mass of human want, and human depravity, and hluman wo and an-.
guish, in the midst of which they are rioting in the pains and pleasures of
imagination' upon .a distant and unknown object of sympathy, heedless of
the fearful elements of anarchy that are forming and commingling around
them.
The writer in the Westminster Review above referred to-a truly en.

lightened and ingenuous one, who, in the cause of sobriety and truth, has
not feared to attack the hydra of cant in its very fell-enumerating the
sources from which light might have been elicited by a parliamentary in-
vestigation. says: "dFrom the West-India interest, details might have been
procured, shpvincg the interference of the foreign slave-trade with their
prosperity." here, then, we have an incidental recognition of the fact, that,
among the evils incident to the slave-trade, a sense of which constitutes the
basis of the public sentiment adverse to it, is the injury experienced by Brit-
ish colonial interests, in consequence of the colonies of other nations pos-
sessing- a supply of labor from which they hlave been cut off.
- Under this aspect of the subject, therefore, to break up the slave-trade from

Africa to Cuba, would be to injLurioins!y affect, at least in a commercial point
of view, the prosperity of that island; whilst, to leave the same slave-trade
free to flow from Africa to Brazil, would be to confer a benefit upon that
portion of our continent.
Now, what has been the apportionment of slave-trade suppression zeal,

vigilance, means, and efficiency, between these two countries? According
to Mr. Fowell Buxton's recent work, "the most considerable of slave markets
is Brazil; the anhnal. import into which," he says, "would be moderately
rated at one hundred thousand." The annual importation into, the island
of Cuba is estimated by him at sixty thousand. The mode in which he
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may.proctise:upon'itself. Heiseizes upona 1'aidon &absertion,made obvi-'
ously in a spirit'of great exaggeration, in a despatch from the Havana coma
missioner; aid this assertion, manifestly intended by the writer to apply
only to a particular period. is extended by the commentator over the- whole
subject! I entertain no doubt whatever, that by rating it at sixty thousand
the true number is considerably more than trebled; and thus convinced in,
regard to Cuba, fairness requires that,-in comparing her slave-trade with
hat of Brazil, I should suppose an equally preposterous exaggeration to
have occurred in Mr. B.'s estimate concerning the latter.

Dtductingg twvo-thirds from each number, the ratio will remain the same;
no that, whether we take Mr. Buxton's estimate to be correct, or to be two-
thirds out of the way, the comparison is unaffected; the trade to Cuba is-to
that of Brazil as six to ten. For every six vessels captured on their way to
Cuba, there ought, therefore, to be ten captured on their way to Brazil.
What has been the actual result in this respect? The parliamentary pa-
pers on the slave-trade furnish the reply,down to the close of 1838. It will
be there seen, that, of the slavers captures in the five preceding years, not
quite one-tenth were destined to Brazil, or fitted out from thence ! Nor is
this all. rhe disparity, to be estimated at its full worth as an evidence on
the point under consideration, must be viewed in connexion with the mari-
time features of the two countries, as bearing upon the question of4he diffi-
culty of intercepting communication with them. And what are the rela-
tions in which these two countries commercially stand towards the United
States and Great Britain, respectively? How is the commerce of each
shared between the two rivals? How would the commercial interests of
each rival be affected by the " prosperity" of the two countries, as depend-
ent upon the activity or the sluggishness of the slave-trade? Commercially
speaking, Cuba is not ihore a dependency of the United States than Brazil
is of Great Britain. "The imports," says McCulloch, speaking of Brazil,
" are chiefly from Great Britain, consisting principally of our cotton, linen,
woollen, hardware, and other manufactures, amounting annually to about
£4,000,000,," ($20,000,000.) And it is but recently that the idea of stimu-
lating Brazil, as a cotton-growing country, by means of British capital, into
rivalry with the United States, has been relinquished for the plan of accom-
plishing the same end with thefree labor of Rindostan. I must not close,
without calling attention to the proof, afforded by variations between this
correspondence, as it really occurred, and as it has been published by and
transmitted from the British Secretary of State, of the necessity of caution
in placing reliance upon the correctness of papers derived from that source.

It will be seen that rmy reply (now enclosed) to the British commissioners'
last letter, commences with the correction of a mis-statement of fact therein
contained, in regard to the character of a prior communication from them.
This mis-statement would scarcely be worth adverting to here, but for its
being of a piece with, and illustrative of, the disingenuousness of their
whole proceedings, when efect might be thereby produced at home.
On exatnining the printed copy of that communication, in the parlia-

mentary papers transmitted by Lord Palmerston to our niinister at London,
I find in it other traces of the same unscrupulousness, particularly in the
alteration of a passage whicn will be seen to form the ground of remark in
my reply. I therefore now enclose the originals, (enclosures No. 3 and 4,)
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It will be seen that, in my reply to the commissioners, I notified to them
Ay 4tnnination to return, unopened,.any communication they might,
qddreas to mue. This notification was carried into effect in regard to one.
which was brought to my office on the 6th of September, 18$9, and. wa
returned unopened, through the post office, as will appear from the certift-
cate enclosuree No. 5) of a clerk in, the counting-house of Messrs. George
Knight & Co.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

Eom. JOHN FORSTHR,
&cretary of State.

1 Enclosure No. 1.]

HAVANA, July 1, 1839.
SIR: With reference to the correspondence we had with you, in January'

last respecting the slave-ship " Venus," which had about four months pre-.
viously sailed from this place, under -the flag of the United States, for tha
coast of Africa,.and had returned with a cargo of eight hundred and sixty.
sia&vs onboard, we have now the honor to inform you that we have re-
ceived a despatch from her Britannic Majesty's principal Secretary of State;
confirmatory of our assertion that her Majesty's Government will feel most
.simperely obliged by your furnishing us at any time with any informationk.
which may, directly or indirectly, enable her Majesty's Government to en-:
force the penalties of the law against British subjects who may be concerned,
in promoting the slave-trade, either by furnishing British fabrics or shac.,
kles of British manufacture, or otherwise.

} Her Majesty's Secretary of State observes, "1 that the two Governments
having, by the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent, mutually engaged to each,
other ' to use. their utmost endeavors to promote the entire abolition of the
slAve-trade,: it seems perfectly consistent with the respect which the agents
of each country must feel for the other country, that they should not only
themselves act in strict accordance with the spirit of the engagement which.
their own Government has contracted, but that they should furnish to the
agents of the other Goverument any information which may be calculated
to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish the.comn
mon purpose."
We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servants,

J. KENNEDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYPAPLE.

N. P. TRIST, Esq.,
United States Consul, Havana.
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ineffectual; contrast between the course of legislation in the two countries; act of
March 2-2, 1794; judicial construction thereof; the subsequent course of the
Government in keeping with this first step; it bears the impress of the sincerity
and directness of purpose to be expected in the legislation of a country possessing
institutions and a body of political doctrines suci as exist in the United States,
(pp. 116 to 124.)

The commissioner's third and last letter examined - - - - - 124
Extract therein given from the despatchh from her Britannic Majesty's principal

Secretary of Statc;" its purport, judging from the use made of it by the commis-
sioner; its purport, judged of by its own terms; seems to be intended as a vindi-
cation of' the respedcfulness, not (as would appear from the commissioners' use of'
it) of the present proposal, bttt of the course previously pursued by them; this
vindication placed upon the ground that " it seems perfectly consistent with the
respect which the agents of each country must feel for the other country, that
they should furnish to theagents of tle other Government any information which
may be calculated to enable that other Government more effectrUally to accom-
plish the common purpose;," and this general proposition made to rest upon the
stipulation in the treaty of Ghent, whereby, in regard to the " total abolition of the-
slave-trade," it was " agreed that both the contracting parties shall ise their best
endeavors to accomplish so desirable an end," (p. 124.) This argument bxam-
ined; legitimate operation of the stipulation, according to the fundamental princi-
ples ot' national independence; does not con er any right on either party to inter-
tcre with the other in iermeasures for accomplishing the colmlmlon end; qualifi-
cation of this proposition; right which it does confer; precise nature of the
obligation upon the parties, respectively; not identical upon both; its limits
depend partly on considerations common to all civilized Governmeents, partly on
considcratins proper to the individual State, tlme trndaillmrratal principles of' its
Government, its power and ability; illustrations; right really confirrcd by the
stipulation, not that assumed by the British Secretary of State, (pp. 121 to 12N.)

Admitting tire Secretary's propsimion to be incontrovertible, it does not afford any
justification of the course pursued by the commissioners; a communication from
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them; to come within the definition contained in that proposition, must be essen-
tinily different, in substance and in spirit, from those made to the consul; spirit
of those communications, and design in which they were made, manifest upon
their face, and from the relation in which they stood; not to " furnish informa-
tion," but, first, to get up, for stage effect in Great Britain, hollow exhibitions of
zeal and efficiency; secondly, to punish the United States, by insulting and ca-
lumnious amputations, for their obstinate refusal to put their ships and citizens
under pupilage to the British navy, as grand high constable of the seas; and,
thirdly, to break down that stubbornness, and extort a concession of the right
'of search. European ignorance of American character betrayed by such an ex-
pectation; American sentiment of national independence; its strength and dis-
tinctness contrasted with any thing of the same kind that can prevail under
European Governments; President Madison's peace-address at the close of the
last war; recent naval outrage at Rio de Janeiro; incapacity of the American
people to put up with any thing of the sort, (pp. 128 to 132.)

Opinion expressed by the consul concerning the belief entertained by the people of Cuba
in regard to the motives of the British Government in its action upon the slave-trade - 132

Misconception to which this opinion and the general tone of his remarks might
subject him; considerations which prompt to an expression of his own views and
sentiments; ground for apprehending an unfortunate revulsion of sentiment on
the subject; course of the British Government; motives to it, (p. 133.) Slavery
and the slave-trade; the writer's convictions on the subject; dangerous tendency
of the preposterous exaggerations prevalent in regard to the sufferings immedi-
ately attending the slave-trade.; although the fruit, thus far, of British interference
has been greatly to aggravate that suffering, it yet falls far short of the current
pictures on the subject, and the truth in regard thereto is a dangerous truth to
those whose enmity to the traffic rests upon a belief in their fidelity; the writer's
experience upon this int; his early impressions;, his present belief; the slave-
trade, considered 'merely ia itself, a benefit to its supposed victims; one of the
causes of a contrary belief; this effect ofpersonal observation not confined to the
writer; instance of an eminent Boston divine, (pp. 134 to 136.) The American
objection to the slave-trade the only secure ground for a sentiment against it;
consists in the inherent nature of slavery, (p. 136.) True objection to the insti-
tution inquired into; crudeness of European notions on the subject; Miss Mar-
tineau versus Jefferson; the Edinburgh Review's inability to guess at the mean-
ing of the American word " amalgamationist;" that meaning explained; in it is'
condensed the entire creed of America upon the subject-that creed which will
govern her course; importance that it be understood by European zealots; facil-
ity with which a candid mind may be awakened to it; its force can be fully
comprehended only by those born and bred amidst blacks. The true objection to
slavery is one that does not apply to society in all its stages; the oppression and
cruelty ascribed to the institution, as its necessary fruits, to a great extent imagi-
nary; superiority of the condition of the slave in America, to that of the poorer
classes in Great Britain and Ireland; state of feeling between the slave and his
master better than that existing at this day, according to Miss Martineau, between
the " employer" and the "employed " in Great Britain; true objection to the insti-
tution; this objection, as yet, applies to no country but the United States; pros-
ectively it applies to others; it constitutes the true objection to the slave-trade,

(pp. 137 to 143.)

Undiplomatic style of this reply; its cause: the indecent pertinacity of the commis-
sioners in their unwarrantable pretension - - - - 143



CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, July 2,1839.

SIRS: I was honored last evening with your letter of that date, and now
engage in the reply which is to close the correspondence between us.
You inform me " that we have received a despatch from her Britannic

Majesty's principal Secretary of State, coIfirmatory of our assertion, that
her Majesty's Government will feel most sincerely obliged by your furnish-
ing us at any time with any information which may directly or indirectly
enable her Majesty's Government to enforce the penalties of the law against
British -bjects who may be concerned in promoting the slave-trade, either
by furnishing British fabrics, or shackles of British manufacture, or other-
wise."

Surprised that such an " assertion" on your part could at the time have
escaped mny notice-and this so entirely, that, even when reasserted, my ef-
fort at recollection in regard to it was baffled-I have turned to your last
communication, wherein alone it could be contained. Its reperusal has dis-
pelled the distrust thus awakened in my own attention and memory, by
lodging the error with yours. Not only is this " assertion" not there, but
no intimation o'the kind; not a word on the subject can I find.

Relieved at this certitude that I am not chargeable with the remissness
into which your error led me to suppose that I must have fallen, I proceed
to respond now to this intimation, as I should have deemed it incumbent
upon me to do then, had it been then conveyed.

In the first place, then, as the mode of conveying it gives it the air of an
acceptance of a proffer from me, I must begin by correcting a misconstruc-
tion of my letter, whereat I cannot but experience some surprise. Seeing
that its entire scope was so pointedly opposed to an interpretation of the
kind, it does seem strange that any thing contained therein should have
been construed into a proffer of my services to " her Majesty's Government,'
in the honorable capacity of informer general against British manufactur-
ers, merchants, and mariners, to the end that they may be visited with the
penalties of British law.
The letter in question does, it is true, contain the words " if requested to

do so, he would doubtless cheerfully comply ;" and these words refer to the
supposed " American officer" previously spoken of as one who, although he
might have acquired, in regard to British fabrics for the slave-trade, and to
British laws. on the subject of such supplies, a knowledge so complete as to
enable hirn to specify every infraction of those laws, and to designate every
individual concerned therein, would nevertheless be deterred by the silent
force of the general sentiment of his country in regard to the principle that
it exclusively belongs to every nation to execute, no less than to enact, its
own laws, from e- er dreaming to "volunteer" an official communication
" on the subject to any functionary of Great Britain," or " to assume to take
part in the administration of those laws." These words do certainly occur
in my letter. So far, therefore, as it is consistent with sound logic to infer
a writer's state of mind, disposition, and intention upon a particular point,
from the mere correlation of two or three sentences, or parts of sentences,
discarding all else contained in his discourse, so far may the imputation to
me of this proffer be deemed logically and morally justifiable. He, how-
ever, whose logic is so stubborn as to refuse itself to this convenient process
of elimination, and who consequently finds himself under the troublesome
necessity to take facts as they are, and to keep their parts together, however
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much some of them may incommode him, will. scarcely require a second
perusal of even this particular part of my letter, to satisfy him that the sen-
tence in question, friendly though it be, does not warrant so heavy a draught
upon the good nature with which it is pregnant, as this acceptance of its
readiness lo answer such calls wvonld imply. He will see the true measure
of the abligingutess which it holds out. as determined by the general tone
and views that perVLt We the letter in regard to the principle. involved, and
as illustrated by the particular request addressed to you, which immediately
follows in the same sentence-to extend no further than a readiness to lend
my aid, so-far as the communication of facts might go, when called for by
the British authorities in regard to any particular case of the violation of
those laws of their own country which it is their proper business to protect
against infringement. To this extent, I deem it the duty of every man, as
a citizen of the world, to evince his interest in the maintenance of law,
whether in his own particular country or in another. A murder, for An.
stance, committed upon British soil, or under the British flag" upon the high
seas, and proofs in regard to which might chance to come. to my knowledge,
I should, although myself not within British jurisdiction, deem it my duty
to-bear witness to if called upon, and even to volunteer the information,
if the circumstances were so extraordinary as to afford a ground for the
presumption that information from me might be of avail to the appropriate
guardians of British. law. So, in regard to infractions of other laws: for in-
stance, infractions by British subjects of British laws against the slave-trade.
My recognition of this .duty is restricted, however, to such laws as I may ap-
prove, because, from many causes-but above all, that radical. and widely
operating one, the detestable structure of governments-there is no foreign
country whose laws, 6o far from. yielding to them an undiscriminating re.
spect in this particular, I would, while exempt from.the duty arising From
being in the country, hesitate to do all in my power to screen a fellow-man
from the penalty of: in many cases, for instance, which might arise under
the British law of treason, of libel, the corn laws, and others.

Forbidden as this construction so manifestly is, by the whole tone and
drift of my letter, it seems particularly surprising that it should be hitched,
as it is in your present letter, to this particular part of. mine-to those
shackles and other articles for the slave-trade. the far greater part of which
comes (so at least says Havana rumor or notoriety) from.-England; of
which shackles, and other articles, mention was made by me for the very
reason that the facts. connected with them afforded the most forcible illus-
tration of the power of that principle, which the proffer construed by you,
from my letter, is irreconcilably at war with. They were adverted to by
me for the special. purpose of illustration, in respect to American notions
concerning the scrupulous regard for the principle of NATIONAL INDEPEN-
DENCE, which, among us, is held to be the first of all international duties;
not less from the habitual reverence arising from our deep conviction. of its
vital importance to the whole human family, as a general rule for the con-
.duct of its members towards each other, than from the innate sentment,
springing from our knowledge of ourselves, that its punctual obser% aice
towards us is a condition absolutely indispensable to the maintenance of
that peace, upon which the best hopes of humanity depend, and to which
we are so pre-eminently inclined, through the force of those institutions, to
whose results our brother-man in the old world is indebted for the demon-
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stration which now cheers him.-.that the objects to which peace is impor-
tant as a means of attainment, we objects worth caring for.
But it was not this principle alone that forbade the offer which has thus

been imputed to me. Had no such preventive existed, the idea of making
it would still have been altogether foreign from my thoughts; and had it
accidentally been suggested, it could have been considered only to be dis-
missed as a proposal fraught with insult to yourselves, no less than your
Government; by venturing to approach you with which, any officer of the
Arnerican Governmlent would richly earn the sharpest rebuke you could
send, and could not fail to receive the severest reproof from those to whom
I am amenable. On the one hand, tlhe immense energies of the British
people, devoted by the government under whose control those energies are
to the extirpation of the slave-trade in any and every part of the world;
its zeal so ardent as to spurn at all obstacles, not even excepting !hat " na-
tional independence," the sacred inviolability of which her statesmen and
philosophers are so anxious to guard, that scarcely a speech is uttered, or
an Edinburgh or a Quarterly Review printed, that does not abound in the
most impressive adjurations in regard thereto; overleaping all bounds, and
passing from the narrow sphere of action appropriate to it, to fill all space,
and ", vindicate the rights of humanity," wvherever outraged in this particu-
lar; with numberless agents of all grades, civil and military, posted for this
one object in all quarters of the globe; at this spot, a consul who-must be
known to his Governnmept, as he is here, to be a man of high character, su-
perior talent, great industry, and eminent effectiveness as a man of business
and of the world ; and, besides this officer, a numerous and costly estab-
lishment of commissioners, and their adjuncts, civil and military, stationed
*here fbr the one and only purpose of justifying the selection made of then
by their devotion, body and soul, to the duties of the service in which they
are enlisted ! This is the picture on the one hand. On the other, one
officer of the United States, burdened with the duties of the consular office
in regard to upwards of one-half of the navigation resorting to this port,
and contending single-handed with all the cares attending such a charge!
With these two pictures before our eyes, and considering the contrast which
they present in the one particular of command of time alone, could a greater
impertinence be conceived on the part of the American consul? could he
possibly be guilty of greater presumption, of a more indecent reflection upon
the fitness, intellectual or moral, of all these agents; and not of them alone,
hut of the agents at home to whom they owe their employ, than such a
proffer of his services to do their work ?-and this, too, in regard to the
particular which, from the very nature of things, must, more than any other,
be subject to their sure means of cognisance and control?
These remarks will indicate in what light the subject will present itself

to me, if, instead of the aspect under which it has just been considered,
(given to it by the error into which you have fallen,) it be viewed under
that of a proposal originating with your Government, that I should engage
in the office of denouncer or informer against the residents of Manchester
find Glasgow, Sheffield and Birmingham, who may engage in the weaving
and forging of fabrics and shackles, and the residents of Havana, who may
receive them for sale.

Correspondent to, if not identical with, the reasons which existed to pre-
vent-such a proffer from me, are the objections to my accepting the employ-
ment when tendered; and if, in regard to the latter point, the principle-and
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the considerations brought into view with respect to the former do. not ap-
ply with precisely the same force, in exactly in the same direction, those
considerations have here new bearings, upon which 1 cannot but remark.

Supposing a necessity really to exist for invoking aid to the official ma-
chinery now in operation here under the control of the British Government,
it might still be questioned whether a proposal to an officer of that of the
United States, to furnish such succor in the.capacity of an informer, can
be regarded as " perfectly consistent with. the respect which the agents of"
one sovereign ought to.deport themselves with towards that of another.
This, indeed, strikes me as so very, questionable, that it is only by ascribing
the act to the ardent zeal which burns on the subject, that it appears to me
reconcileable with a disposition such as I believe, and very sincerely rejoice
in believing, to be truly reciprocated towards my country by your Govern.
ment, and, what is far better still, by the people.

This impression, with regard to the character of such a proposal, derives
.no little strength from the recollection of the view taken by your predeces-
sors in office, on the occasion of an incident that arrested .my attention on
looking over, a year or two since, one of those collections of slave-trade
documents, by the publication of which the British Government afford to
all, who feel curiosity on the subject, materials for acquiring a definite idea
of the nature of the occupation afforded to, and the results effected by, those
costly establishments; whereby, if " operative" inconvenience from taxation
be augmented in a but insensible degree, the same may, perhaps, not with
truth be affirmed in regard to the convenience and effectiveness of minis-
terial patronage. The incident referred to occurred in a correspondence
between your predecessors and the Captain General, brought on by their
being compelled by their sense of duty to s4 acquaint" him with a certain
reportr" in relation to the slave-trade between Cuba and Texas. Of the
specific allegations embraced in this report, one was, " that several cargoes
have recently left this island." In the report to their Government of their
doings on this subject, they state that their " information" was "obtained"
through so authentic a channel, that they gave to it "' the fullest credence:'
The communication to the Captain General being referred by his excel.
lency to one of his official law advisers, (as. by the constitution of this Gov-
ernment, it was indispensable it should be before he could take any action
upon it;) the opinion and advice given was, that, in order to obtain, in rela-
tion to this subject, such tangible matter as was legally iudispensable, as a
basis to any exercise of the authority vested in the Captain General to see
the laws faithfully executed, his excellency should request ofthe British corn
missioners to " acquaint" him with certain particulars: such as the nawa
of the persons, or of the vessels referred to-in what part of the island the
occurrences had taken place. The letter, conveying this apparently very
natural request, is replied to by one made up chiefly of matter responsive
to matter non-existent in the letter replied to; and the request itself is re-
sponded to by-" it is no part of the duty of his Britannic Majesty's commis-
sioners to bring before, or prosecute in, Spanish courts ofjustice, delinquents
against Spash laws;" to which is added a vindication ofthe step taken by
them in making him "acquainted" with the " report;" which vindication
consists of the conclusive proposition that " it would be highly culpable in
them, were they to neglect any opportunity so to act ."

in their report to the Secretary of State, this request is treated very dis-
dainfully, as " the attempt to impose, if possible, upon the commissioners
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the odium of public accusers." They add, too, that this " would not only
be totally incompatible" with " their judicial capacity," (the incompatibility
of what was proposed to them with their judicial capacity would be of diffi-
cult demonstration,) " but contrary to the instructions of his Majesty's Gov-
ernment upon this head."
Howv fat the proposal now made, spontaneously, and without just provo-

cation on his part, to the consul of the United States, bears resemblance to
the " attempt," which, being made as an apparently natural consequence
of their own proffer of service, was, nevertheless, deemed highly derogatory
to the dignity of the British commissioners, and a compliance with vhich
was forbidden by " the instructions" to officers existing for the sole purpose
of devoting themselves to the extirpation of the slave-trade ;-to what extent
this present proposal possesses the obnoxious properties of that "attempt,"
it would, perhaps, prove a not easy matter to measure.

I began by considering the question under the favorable supposition that
a necessity really existed for invoking my aid. But when this supposition
is inadmissible; when the reality corresponds with the picture sketched
above; when the facts of the case show that, so far as human instruments
and appliances can be relied upon for any object to be here effected in re--
lation to the slave trade, the` people of Great Britain are paying for what
strikes every beholder who bestows a moment's thought upon what is pass-
ing before him as a most wasteful superfluity ;-when such is the truth of
the matter, the only interpretation which the invocation seems to be slus-
ceptible of, is (with respect to those, at least, from whom it immediately
proceeds) one that appears as little reconcileable with respect towards the
foreign officer appealed to, as with candor, sincerity, and good faith towards
their constituents and the world.

In such ligtL does mny poor judgment compel me to view this proposal
as coming from you; and, in the spirit of frankness, which is due to every
matter connected with the relations between the two nations, whose natu-
ral intimacy and good fellowship, while they afford demonstration of their
ovil importance, involve, likewise, some elements of peril to their continu-
ance, I feel bound to tell you so. My belief has, for sotnie time past, been,
that if our two nations are destined to become involved soon in a quarrel,
the cause will be found in this subject; and its opportunity to become
effective will be owing entirely to "the mother and the daughter," instead
of coming to a clear, distinct, and positive understanding in regard to the
matter, oil the first symptom of motherly interference, or rather interference
of the another's servants having allowed themselves to become involved in
entanglements presenting somn Gordian knot that will defy all cunning
but that of the sword edge. If this calamity should befall, no part of the
blame shall rest upon my shoulders.

In this spirit, then-the spirit of sincerest cordiality towards the people
in whose name you act. and the most heartfelt wish that peace between us
inay be eternal, and our friendship ever waxing stronger-I speak my mind
to you. I tell you that your proposal meets no sympathy in my bosom;
that I consider it essentially disrespectful to my nation, and essentially
wanting in good faith towards your own : a proposal, regarding which
circumstances constrain me to believe that yqu were fully aware that it
would not be acceded to, and that, if acceded to, still no useful result could
by any possibility followv therefrom: that, therefore, it was not made in ear-
lest; and that, if it were in the lhonestest earliest, still it would amount to nei-



ther more nor less than that I should take a part in that ringing of the
changes upon "rights of humanity," "4neflarious traffic," and those other
worn-ont, though still right profitably' popular catches, wite which every
observer ofwhat has been going on here for years,whose. stomach is not
so strong as to be proof against the powers of turtarized antimony, has long
been sick, even unto nausea.
As a farce, it might be laughed at, (which, indeed, it is here, by all whose

characters possess sufficient levity,) if, as a mockery-usaln obscene dese-
cration of a holy thing-it did notkindle indignation in every bosom where
dwells any vestige of that love of truth which can alone dispute dominion
with the father of lies.

It' is," says Mr. Fowell Buxton-one of those of your countrymen
whose anti slavervismi is as distinguishable fronm that of another class,elii-
bracingmen of both high and low degree. as virgin gold is distin-nisliable
from stinking pinchbeck--" It issupcejiluous to f/note aLuithority for thefacts
just enumerated, as they are notorious to commercial men."' This, ill a
work but a few months ago published in Albemarle street; which, althollugh
it exhibits, in the readiness with which evidence is admitted, and in the
hasty estimate made of its force, symptoms of thewell-known bias of the
author's minid, yet bears everywvliere that impress of' sincerity and honest
conviction which, to a cool eye, if not to the hleated optics of a braini-htb-
bling fanatic, it is so difficult forany false-coiner to comunterfeit.
And what are these "facts," which, in Great Britain-in the heart of

England; at the very centre whence all these costly seeIers of-- i"infor-
mation" (!) are despatched-are so "notorious to cornmerci;limen," that,
from the Albemarle-street press, it is proclaimed to be "' stpe~luous to quote
authority"' ill regard to then 3! What are they? Why, regular statistics-
" ascertained"-founded upon "returns," abomL the "correctness"' of which,
and the completeness of which, (in regard, at least. to the "entire quantity
of cotton goods manufactured in Lancashite,") there can be no doubt. And
to what subject do these ascertained statistics relate T To I"the aonount of
goods prepared foir the slave-trade, (and absolutely inapplicable to any other
purpose except the slave trade,) mayiufactured in. this coutry !"
Among these fiacts are the lollowvin-cr: That the merchandise chiefly, if

not exclusively, given in exchange for slaves, consists of cowries, Brazilian
tobacco in rolls, spirits, and Manchester piece-goods; in the proportions of
about one-third cowries, one-third tobacco and spirits, and one third Man-
chester cotton goods. That the value of Manchester roodss manllfiacttured
in 1836. exclusively "tfor the African legiti niate-trade," is l50,00)0)-say
$750,000. (There is no definition given of the boundary which separates
the goods prepared for the "slegitimate,'' from goods prepared for the s il-
legritimate," African trade. A irnoment's reflection lmut satisfy anly mllind
that the task of tracing it must present diflictilties not less than those
which inhere in that of reducing to perfect distinctness the territories of
Maine and of New Brunswick. And if this be true in regard to the mere
tracing of such a line, wheat htist the task be of m'zintaitiug- it Goads
c manufactured exclusively for the African legitimate trade !" Does there,
or does there not, lurk here a wretched self'delusion ? How long do the
goods remain under the control of the "1 le-itimate" traders'? into whose
hands is that control to pass? For whose l/se and pJur7)oses is it that they
are destined ? Is it for the use and the ptirposes of the people, amjollnC one
of the "more polished, and dignified, and orderly" tribes of which, accord-
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ing to recent British authority, (Encyclopcedia of Geography, by Hugh
Murrav, &c., &c., &c.,)"there are two annual customs, as they are called,
in which the king au dchief men seek to propitiate the manes of their an-
cestors by a crowd of victims;"' ol which two annual occasions, foreigners
"'are selected in preference; but, as each seeks to multiply the number, un-
protected persons cannot walk the streets without the hazard of being seized
and immolated." "At the death of any of the royal family, victims nust
bleed in thousands ; and the same isthe case when the king seeks from the
powers above favorable ornens." "The legral allowanceofwives for the
kjinr is upwvards of three thousand, selected from the fairest damsels in his
dominions ;`" who,"oni any capricious disgust," are' often put to death."
And "so natural lid the king consider thle slave-trade, that he couldwith
difficulty be dissuaded from sending fifty boys, and as many girls, as a pres-
ent to tile King ofEFngland !" ls it for the use and the purposes of the
people who, Mr. Buxtoni tells us, "worship the shark and the snake, and
whose prince imagines the agency of an evil spirit in the loadstone;'
amo11r1 vZhom " the parent, debased and brutalized as he is, barters his
child!" Is this the people to whom these" legitimate-trade" goods Lre bar-
tered ? If so,how far, it) space or in time,must they travel before they be-
come susceptible of being used to multiply those cases where the tempted
parent "1 carters his childq" To resume the. facts: That the valueot goods
iantilhetured in Lancashire, "adapted only to the slave-trade," is£250,000)-
say.`I,2.50,1)tRIJ. Tphatt goods suited to the slave-trade alone are manufac-
tured rnot in. Lancashire only, but at Glascow likewise. That, besides
loom fbarics, "amtimunition and fire-arms to a large amount, and, like the
goods, of-a quality only fit for the slave-trade, are sent from this country to
Africa. The annual amount of such exports is stated in the official tables
(No. 6, of 1836, Tables of Revenue, &c., published by authority of Parlia-
njent) to be£137,69,S" say $6SS,490.
These are some of the facts. Among the British manufactures therein

partictilarized, I see IIot those shackles wvhicli have been fixed uponis the
sure characteristic whereby a vessel may be infallibly assigned to the slave-
triiding class; casks of wvhich, (rolling through the custom-house here,
without attracting ally more notice fromn any one; save myself, than if they
had been somany boxes of" negro heads,") have elicited an inquiry, which,
by the officer passing then, was evidently deemed as decisive an indication
oflmv want of familiarity with the products of British Vulcani-industry, as
a similar inquiry concerning negro-head cheeses would have been of ignor-
ance in regard to the handicraft of Dutch dairy-maids. This omission iiL
the commercial statistics of Mr. Buxton's work, of an article so important
and so striking as shackles, cannot but be deemed evidentiary of great care-
lessness on his part, in makii-g use of the materials which lie had at hand
seeing that the sleepless vigilance, tuntiring zeal, inidefatigable industry, and
eminent ability, which thle correspondence of his IBritannic Majesty's con-
jissiotiers, so far as it has come under my eye, proves that this place has

been thle theatre of, forbid the supposition, not onlv that their commiini-
catiotis contain no informnationl on a matter which is too entirely undis-
guised here to merit the epithet notorious; but that they have left any par-
licle of surchI information to be desired, which human endeavor and human
skill could accomplish tihe fishingtip of.

Nor (do the foregroing details npon this point exhaust thle store supplied
by parliamentary papers ; they constitute but at specimen of the monstrous
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multitude of indecent facts, in the presence of which this kindred proposal
comes forth; and which, while they serve to keep its effrontery in counte-
nance, make it. as a mockery, but the more flagrant. At the very same
period-the same month of the same year-when your predecessors, avail-
ing themselves of evasions of American law committed by Armerican ves-
sels, as a convenient pretext for getting tip a fresh display of philanthropic
zeal, were opening against the slave-trade a new fire of "sdens of infamy,"
"1 inhuman traffic," and all the other projectiles belonging to that peculiarly
costly and efficient ordnance, for both the supply and the use of which
you are at present the contractors; and were engaged in the further task of
informing the American consul that it would be is the painful duty" of his
Britannic Majesty's commissioners "d to report to his Majesty's Government"
these evasions of American law by American vessels! -at this same period,
(the month of October, 1836,) another slave-trade scene was being enacted;
or, as you would perhaps prefer it, was enacting, at Rio de Janeiro.

According to Mr. Fowell Buxton, "1 the most considerable of slave-mar-
kets" is Brazil. the capital of which is Rio de Janeiro. According to the
same authority, the number of African slaves "d brought annually into these
five Brazilian ports would be moderately rated at 100,000--one hundred
thousand." From these two statements, showing the comparative rank of
Brazil as a slave-market, and the "real amount" of slaves annunally import-
ed, it may be fairly conjectured that, of the amount of British merchandise
manufactured expressly for, and adapted solely to, the illegitimate "1 Afri-
can trade," (i. e., the slave-trade,) the portion which finds its way to Brazil is
probably not altogether insignificant. Regarding that other amount of Brit-
ish products, which is "manTfactured exclusively for (but which Mr. BDix-
ton does not appear to have it in his power to assure us is also adapted ex-
elusively to) the African legitimate trade," materials for a like conjecture
do not seem to be afforded by the work in question. From our general
knowledge of the commercial wants and supplies of the two countries, re-
spectively, it may be deemed probable that there are not very many arti-
cles supplied by "'the African legitimate trade," whereof Brazil is in want;
and were these articles ever so numerous, it may, without any great hazard,
be presumed that, in the teeth of the rivalry of1" legitimate African traders,"
direct from the mouth of the Thaames, she could not well afford to pay for
them in British manufactures, seasoned by twice crossing the line in the
course of their to and fro across the Atlantic. The conclusion to which
every consideration suggested by the subject concurs to poiut, is, that, of all
English goods, suitable for the African market, which find their way to
Brazil, and are there entered, not for consumption, but in transitit, a small
portion only, if any, can be presumed to be not intended for the slave trade.
So it-appears to have seemed to the Government of Brazil. In its ignor-

anice of the laws of commerce, it appears also to have entertained the stupid
notion, that, to enhance the cost of these goods to the slave-trader, would be
to present a hindrance to his traffic. It might prove insufficient, and even
altogether transitory; since similar goods, or goods answering the same
purpose, might be supplied by some other country, at about the same price.
Still it must necessarily be felt. So far as its efficacy might go, and so far
as this might last, it would hinder the traffic; and, at any rate, if the result
should be only tb substitute other foreign goods for those in present use, at
least would the products of British industry be resened from the prostitution
to which they were now condemned. Governed by such stupid notions,



or at least with the avowed design to fulfil its duty by doing something
which might "operate as an indirect discouragement of that traffic in
slaves" which baffled its direct efforts at suppression, the Brazilian Govern-
ment passed, on the 26th of October, 1836. a law imposing a duty of 15 per
cent. upon 4 all English goods suitable.for the African market, which might
arrive in transitat any of the ports of Brazil.'}

This dutv was formally protested against by the British diplomatic repre-
Fentative at Rio, "1as opposed to the spirit of the compact between Great
Britain and Brazil, and highly injurious to the interests of British com-
m-erce P" And this step on his part was approved by his Britannic Majesty's
principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ! !
And it is with an overpowering array of effulgent facts like these, flaring,

like an Havana nood-tide sun, in the face of all Christendom, that, upon a
subject whereon the people of England have been brought to a state of mind
bordering on that of phrensy, which, as it prevailed among our common an-
cestors in regard to the Holy Sepulchre, is now an object of special school-
boy wonder to us, so long as we have not advanced far enough in the great
volume of history to " wonder at nothing"-which man can do; a subject
which, throughout England. Scotland, and Ireland, affords at this day, at
once the favorite field for enthusiasm to gambol in, and the most profitable
one for hypocrisy to vend those cunningly compounded cakes and cordials,
whereof the raw material is so cheap. It is with this store of facts already
collected-with these means and opportunities for exploring every region
and diving into every depth where the promise of a fact may be-with the
double certainty thus afforded by a legion of enthusiasts, attended by an
army of sftlers, that, of all these means and opportunities, not one vill re-
main unimproved--that the single-handed, toil-worn American consul at
Havana has it gravely proposed to him to engage in the task of collecting
information, in order that the British Government may be 4" enabled!" to
accomplish the conviction of " British subjects who MAY BE concerned in
promotilg- the slave-trade, by FURNISHING BRITISH FABRICS !"
Of a piece with this mockery, is every one of the steps to which, in the

height of that infatuation naturally a'nd inseparably attached to such a ca-
reer, you have been tempted by the illusive hope that the American consul
would be found ready to take a part in ~Your. game of deception; or, if he
prove refractory, could, by tricks of stalest diplomacy, be entangled itito
giving it a reluctant co-operation. Of a piece with it, is every single step
on the part of your commission, that has ever come under my notice, as laid
down in such parts of the chart- of its course as your Government have
seen proper to publish to the world, or as constituting here the subject of
local talk and criticism.

Those regarding myself I will now pass under review. The task is so
irksome a one, and interferes so much with the pressing engagements from
which I1 am never free, that these causes contributed in no slight decree
to my determination, in January last, to allow your letter of the 10th of
that month to remain unnoticed, although I was not unaware of the accu-
mulation of inconvenience that might ultimately prove the consequence
of my leaving undisturbed the self complacency of which it bore such
flourishing manifestations. This possibility has become realized. My
selfindulgence on that occasion is rewarded bv its natural fruit, in the
shape of the same task which ought then to have been performed, magni-
fied at an unconscionably usurious rate. Your Perseverance in these
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wanton displays of strategic skill is crowned with success-in one respect,
at least. 1 confess myself forced one mlove from that position of inaction
With regard to you, which was the dictate alike of duty and of inclination.
Thus compelled, I will still struggle for free agency. -so far as regards the
nature of the part which I am to act. It shall not be that of your selection,
but of my own. It shall consist of a renewed effort to accomplish the end
at which my former endeavors have so ineffectually aimed-to carry home
to your comprehensions the considerations wvhiclh forbid my acting in con-
cert with you, find to impress upon your judgments the Conviction that the
enterprise to weaken the controlling efficacy of those considerations is an
utterly hopeless one.

Tile means to this end can cofisist only of a still further developemrient
of the views and reasons which compel my refusal. I

I will, in the first place, repeat the truth which I have already endeav-
ored to awaken you to a sense of, and which your last communication
contains nothing to affect in the slightest decree the force of-that uwe do
not stand zi asny qflicial relations towards each other; that you do not
belong to any class of officers, created as channels of communication be-
tween nation and nation, or by custom acting as such ; you do not so
much as belong to any class of officers common to all. nations for the in-
ternal purposes of each, and who, by this common character alone. might
seem justified, under some circumstances, in recoognising each other as fit
parties to official converse; you are agents, created for a definite special
purpose, existing solely in consequence of precise treaty stipulations, and
as instruments for their effectuation between particular members of the
family of nations; that, consequently, it would be absurd (and, in one aware
of the absurdity, wrong and criminal) in any officer of any nation, not one
of the parties to those stipulations, to allowv himself to be made an instru-
menlt for practically placing his country into the predicament of such a
party. This would be true upon general principles, and in any case of
the mere absence of consent of the nation represented by such officer. But
in a case where there may have been a deliberate refusal of such, consent,
the force of the obligation becomes irfimeasurably magnified, and its viola-
tion by a conscious offender assumes the hue of treason itself.
Such a case is the present. So Manifestly is it so-and so flagrant, there-

fore, the indecency of the pertinaciousness displayed by you, to make rle
relinquish tile position which 1 should deserve the doom of a traitor for
abandoning-that, with it alone for a around of judgment, the most cllhari-
table eye could not fhil to discern in this pertinacity a strong evidence of
some latent spring of' action, whereof, if a compound one, egregious folly
and ignorance could not possibly be the only plates. To one placed in
my' ppsition, it is but too manifest that the chiefly active principle from
which your conduct proceeds is a sordid selfishness, as little wvortliy of the
nation in whose name the position which you abuse allows you to act, as
it is of the holy cause to which lip-service is, With such prodigal self-
oblivion and waste of all that it costs, rendered by you.
To brings this with satisfactory force and clearness to the comprehension

of others less advantageously situated for personal observation, nothingu fur-
ther is requisite than 'to lay before them a faithful sketch of' the actually
existent truth here in regard to the slave-trade ;-heret onl this. tlhteatre,
where, to the disgtust of every one-whether he wvere or were not alive to
the importance to the human race of the principle of national independence



-that sacred article of the catholic cosmopolitan faith has been seen ruth-
lessly and wvantonlv trampled under foot, through the prostitution, by self-
seeking place-holders countenanced. by self-seeking patronage-holders, of
the might of a powerful nation to the purpose of insulting, without sb much.
as the possibility of good to the cause that furnished the pretext, or to any
cause but that of their owvn game of deception, the defenseless subjects
and abject authorities of that government which, of all existingin Christen-
dom at the present day, is the most utterly impotent for good.
The truth of the existing state of things here, in relation to the slave-

trade, call be condensed into one sentence. It is a pursuit denounced in
every possible waylby the LAW-by law FOREIGN mnade and FOREIGN %~-
posed-and supported by all overwhelming PUBLIC OPINION. These few
words express not only the fact in both its branches, but also the cause
from which the second branch chiefly derives that vigor which makes it
overtop and stifle the other. And is it not in the nature of man that such
an effect should follow front such a cause?
Thank God! itis. Thank God! that there is implanted in the heart

of moan, in the shape of anl instinct, a something whose impulses drive him
ill the same line of conduct that is enjoined by the most lofty and itntellec-
tualpatriotism. Forbid it Heaven that the spirit of nationality, which
with thiemasses is the instinctive safeguard provided by the Great Archi-
tect for that self-government, which, as it affords to manLhis only hope of
well-being-, becomes,in exact proportion to his rise as all intellectual and
mot-LIbeing, enshrined amlid those cherished convictions which fill the
place of inlstinctive impulses ;-Heaven forbid that this spirit should ever
be found extinctinl any people, be they ever so deeply plunged in ignorance,
or deblased by vice. Godtorbid that it should ever perish, or ever Wall
short of fulfilling the great purposefor which it was given-that of vindi-
catincr national independence; come the assault from whom it may, ont
whateve pretext, on wvhatever ground. God forbid that any reform,ill
reli ion,

n morals, in law, or in government, be it ever so important or sourgeat; that any question that can possibly be presented to the mind of
rman-if there be all attempt to decide it among any people throughani
ilivasion of their national independence-shall fail to be dismissed from
their thoughts, never to be entertainedagaiin, until, acting as one an,
they shall have repelled the invasion], aid vindicated tritnumphantlythis
most sacred of all sacred causes.
ultvlttherthis effect of an assault upon a people's independence bede-

sirable or not, it is a part of the truth which exists here with regard tothe
slave-trade. Here, that effect has been produced.The published corre-sponelence of your commission bears (although this seems to have escaped
the notice alike of those who, perhaps unconsciously, divulged the fact,
andthose upon whom, it was thrown away) testimony to its existence; and
if this had not so chanced, it would still be known, as it is known, to very

al in Havinia unless, indeedl there should chalice to be here some with
piowers of volition so strong as to close their minds at pleasure to convic-
tion, and to render then insensible to the most salient of-al the points of
the public sentiment in which they move andhaave theirbeing.

In one. of' those nost-um-doctor discourses, which. ont te spot where
they are concocted, and among those wvho know the true value of the il -

griedie t s which con minute the theme of the gr-andiloquence, prove a plen-
teous soni-ce of merriment, not undisturbed now and then by a flash of in-
dignation,when thought is turned upon the motives to, and the conse-
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quences of, this peculiar and stupendous quackery ;-in the despatch of the
2d of January, 1837, which forms a proeni-invoice of sundry packages of
precious matter, labelled " returns of arrivals and departures," are con-
tained various remarks explanatory of the peculiar expenditure of toil and
skill involved, on this particular occasion, in the task of collecting the in-
gredients. Hitherto, they had been so conveniently at hand, as to " render
the completion of the lists little more than matter of formi." iNow, how-
ever, " the case was materially altered ;" and circumstances are explained
" whereby your lordship will perceive it to be a matter of some difficulty
to ascertain, with the same accuracy as formerly, the proceedings of these
vessels."

Besides this acknowledgment, that, hitherto, there had been not even so
much as " soene difficulty" in ascertaining 'I with accuracy" " the proceed-
ings of these vessels ;"-in other words, that their proceedings were known
to everybody, and there was no wish or attempt at concealment ;-another
truth is emitted, in the heat of the illustration bestowed upon this interest-
ing circumstance: that, now, "some" thing in the shape of a ' difficulty'
had come into existence, to afford an antagonist more substantial than
empty air for commissioner-zeal to grapple with. This other truth is thus
expressed: " Whatever may at one time have been the feeling of some of
the principal landed proprietors in favor of the suppression of the slave-
trade of this island, we confidently believe that there scarcely exists at the
present time, ANY individual who entertains such a wish-nay, who would
not do his utmost to sustain it."'
A truth ! in one sense at least, though not precisely, in the literal mean-

ingf of the words, a true picture. And a melancholy one it is, whether con-
sidered in itself, or in its cause. Not so, however, when considered as a
result. Of what is it the result? Of a wanton trampling upon the prin-
ciple of national independence-and this, too, attended -with peculiarlv
aggravating circumstances; the most insupportable of' which is, that the
Government which should resent the indignity and repel the invasion has
been made the instrument for inflicting then ; that the people feel that
that Government which should perish rather than suffer its own tree action
with regard to its own subjects to be interfered with, is the abject -slave of
their oppressors. Then, to make the goading still more intolerable, comes
the double conviction on their part, (than which none entertained by mart
wvas ever more sincere,) that the traffic in slaves is justifiable and right ; and
that the contrary belief, now professed on the part of the Etngli'lh people,
is a hollow profession, put forth to cover the utterly selfish and ullprinci-
pled desire and design to destroy countries whose rivalship in commerce
or in power has become to then an object of dread.

This is the cause of that unanimity, which, as an evidence that their
office had become somen" thing less of a sinecure, was, by your predeces-
sors, stated to exist upwards of two years and a half azo. This it is, which
has rendered universal among the peoolfl the conviction and the feeling,
that, abandoned and betrayed by their helpless Government, they are placed
in that predicament where it is the right iand the duty of every man to pro.
tect himself.-the general right and duty of all men individually to protect
and sustain each other. It is not in regard to the slave-trade-to its im-
poliev, or its inhumanity, or its undesirableness in any respect-that such
a change of opinion and of sentiment has, or could have, come over the
land. Such a change wvas, in the nature of things, impossible. Of all the
causes which might have conspired to create hero, in a number of individ-
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uals ever so small, an opinion and sentiment adverse to the traffic, not one
but must necessarily have acquired greater force with every reVolving year.
The progress might have proved very tardy; but there could not have been
a retrograde. It is not the slave-trade that has become in itself so popular,
that not " any individual" could be found in theashnd but would " do his
utmost to sustain it." No such retrograde has taken place. On the con-
trary, the sentiment adverse to it has made progress; although one that has
been slackened by the operation of another sentiment, and is not easily dis-
cernible through its manifestations. This other sentiment is the sentiment
of nationality. It is to its impulses that not an individual could be easily
found, but would prove true,-not an individual but would " do his utmost
to sustain," not "it"-not the slave-trade-but the individual carrying on the
slave-trade. His own convictions upon the subject of the slave-trade, the
feelings of his bosom towards any man capable of engaging therein, might
prompt him to hang the offender. But he has had awakcened in him a
strong, overpowvering sense of the facts that this cannot be done without
bowing his neck to foreign-made and foreign-imposed law. This comes
over him; and every duty becomes as nothing before the one duty of defi-
ance,-every feeling is overwhelmed in its angry surges.

This result so naturally belongs to all such intermeddling, that it could
scarcely have proved possible to avoid it, even had the British commis-
sioners here confined themselves, with the most guarded circumspection
and most refined delicacy, to the simple line of their duties as defined by
the treaty stipulations. Had they-as they were bound to do by the plain-
est principles of international right, and would have been compelled to do
by any government capable of an effort in defence of its own dignity or the
rights of its subjects-contented themselves with the discharge of those
functions for which alone they had been created, and for which alone they
had obtained a residence upon Spanish territory;-had they thus deported
themselves, their mere presence here could not have failed to prove a cause
of irritation to any man, whether friend or enemy to the slave-trade, capable
of a feeling for his country. But when, instead of a course so enjoined by
every consideration of policy, with regard to the professed object, no less
than of international decency in a powerful nation (or any one allowed to
act in her name) towards a helpless one, a course directly the reverse has
been pursued; when the attitudes in which they seemed to delight ini
seizing every occasion to exhibit were of a kind to impress upon the be-
holder that they belonged to a newly-invented class of plenipotentiaries,
endowed with faculties of too transcendent an order to be confined within
determinate boundaries; and when, at the same time, these displays were
seen by all to be of such a nature, that those making then could not possi-
bly expect, and therefore could not possibly intend, any other effect from
them-here, at least-than that of reminding the authorities, and through
them the people, that they were bound to bow politely to insult;-when
such has been the course pursued, what must be the result? What must
be the intensity in which it prevails?
That result is-the reawaking of the old guerilla spirit: that spirit

which, when their national independence was suffering at the hand of Na-
poleon, was known by the French soldier to be near when he saw his com-
rade drop with the knife-handle projecting from his chest;-which, noise-
less and unseen, mowed a path for the angel of death through those serried
ranks, in countless efforts to penetrate and to scatter which the Mameluke
whirlwind had ineffectually spent itself.
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Possibly I may have been led to form an exaggerated estimate of the in-
tensity of this feeling, by what I know-and had rather die than doubt-
would be kindled .in my country by any. the remotest, approach to what I
see inflicted upon this. There are things not a few in the United States,
which are deemed by me to be crying evils, to remedy any one of which is
a labor well worthy of exclusively occupying the patriotic ambition of a
distinguished citizen. Not one oif them, however-intent as I might be
upon -its extirpation, and near as I might have approached to the. happiness
of accomplishing it-but would be instantly laid aside, to await the return
of times of peace, at the slightest indication of foreign interference. And
the certainty.and the promptness of my doing this, would .be in exact pro.
portion to the magnitude of the evil. To say nothing of slavery, (which-
although I believe the condition of the slave in my native State to be in-
comparably better than that of the English operative-or-eupies nevertheless,
in my estimation, by far the first place in our catalogue of evils,) there are,
among others., the. Bowie knives, of which you have perhaps read. So se-
rious an evil do I consider the practice of carrying these murderous wea-
pons, which prevails in one part of our country, that no effort to put an end
.to it, which I could make with any promise of success. would be omitted.
Nor is there any severity of penalty that 1 would stop short of. if necessary,
to accomplish this. But if .this Bowie knife evil were to become. an object
of philanthropic zeal in your, or any other foreign country; and circum-
stances should he such as to impart to your government the wish and the
power to interfere with ours in regard to this object of my abhorrence,-to
dictate a law for its extirpation, and to take a hand in its execution ;-that
abhorrence would he.laid aside, never again to occupy my thoughts until
your law and your interference had been driven into the sea; and, if neces-
sary to the accomplishment ofthis, every reaping-hook should be beat into
a Bowie knife, and every maiden in the land should be taught to handle.it.

Nay, there is one thing which would have the power to make me turn
my arm against my own country: and that is, her proving herself capable
of tolerating such an abuse of power by those entrusted with her Govern-.
ment. No radical now drawing breath in what I feel towards very much
as my native county of Devon-for there my forefathers were. born and
died for many generations-can look forward with more heartfelt pleasure
to the time when the people of England will be free. When the oppression
under which, in every possible shape, their heads have been so long bowed
into the very dust, shall have come to its end,-when the House of Lords
shall exist only upon the page of history, and a real representation shall
have taken the place .of that detestable simulacrunm by which, in their own
name, they have been plundered, and the wealth and the power result-
ing from their toil and their ingenuity have been so shamelessly squander-
ed, in every imaginable mode in which it could subserve the selfishness ofa
sordid few; when the skilful and industrious workingmen of Great Britain-
the bone and sinew of thle most affluent and potent.state upon earth-shall
no longer know as a reality, but look back upon. as an absurd fable, that state
of things, so incredible unless so substantiated, of which the appalling picture
was unfolded by the Edinburgh trials in January oflastyear:-that picture of
the industrious classes, self-organized for the purpose of protection against
want; and as a means to this end, every man regularly contributing from the
scanty remnant left him bythat hateful system ofrobbery called parliamentary.
taxation, to supply a fund for the support of secret tribunals and officials the
object of whose existence is to doom him to death and to effect the murder,



if, maddened by the agonies of a starving wife or the cries of a famishing
child, he shall prove so reckless in his desperation as to accept work at
lower wages than those decreed by the unknlowfn despots to whose man-
dates he owes implicit submission, or to accept of work at all, from an em-
ployer whom they may have deemed it necessary to put under the bani;
when incredulity will be but strengthened by the tale, that under such a
state of things-so shockingly unjust was the distribution of political
power-the mountain of taxation wvas still further heaped uip upon the
aigonized giirit's chest, through the obedience yielded by place-holders to
the necessity in which they found themselves, to abdicate their sinecures or
conciliate the votes of a -handful of hair-brained enthusiasts, governed by a
fixed idea, and reckless of every other earthly consideration, pursuing., as the
great paramount cause of humanity, and the only one deserving their re-
Card, the object of their sofa-inspired visions: dreams, the downy current
of which, the voice of reason, or the cries of famine issuing from myriads
of their famished countrymen, were alike ineffectual to disturb !-the time
when Ireland may write the epitaph of her Emmet; when the sense of gov-
ernmental oppression shall have ceased to be so keen in the bosom of the
"1 sans potato" O'Connell tribute-payer, as to make him insensible to all be-
sides,-even to the true character of that Derrinane patriotism, whose cor-
morant scream, eternally vexing the ear of his country, makes her atmo-
sphere alive with "' rint.'

Trhe timee must comrie when all this shall have passed away, and become
incredible to the common minid. It cannot be distant. Could it be hasten-
ed one single hour by any labor of my individual head or hand, there is riot
a man among the radicals of South Devon who would, with greater alacrity,
buckle to the task; and yet, did my country at this moment possess-as
possess she will, before many more lustres shall have passed over her--the
power to interfere with the question, and to settle it; and did she wove
herself capable of abandoning that majestic attitude towards other States,
which distinguishes her from them, as her Washington is distinguished
from their leaders, and in which she has influenced their destinies solely by
the force of that example, under the efficacy of whose holy presence the
thrones and the aristocracies, and the impostures and shams of the old
world are so rapidly crumbling into dust, and vanishing forever from this
earth;-could she prove thus recreant to the principle of national inde-
pendence, one, at least, of her sons would prove true to the sacred cause:
even to the length of taking part against her ; and even although assured
that the certain consequence of his doing so would be the reanimation of the
cold dead embers of ancient toryism, and the revivification of the right
divine, with its accursed brood of wrongs and oppressions. for years beyond
that period when the coming struggle shall be over-when merry England,
and Auld-lang-syne, and their sister isle, the land of the tear and the smile
quietly basking in the blessed light of Democracy, under institutions mo-
delled after ours, shall unite in a hymn to the daughter-land that first taught
the world how to reconcile liberty with law, the might of an empire nation
with the freedom of a village republic.
Such being my own feelings on this topic, my judgment is perhaps not

to be trusted in regard to the state of things which, upon this stage, has
been produced and now exists.
So far, however, as that judgment can be relied upon, the picture is not

highly charged. To all practical purposes, the slave-trade has become
hallowed in all eyes here, as a consequence of the union which patriotism
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has been forced into with it. They are now effectually wedded; and they
will continue to be one flesh, until tbe causes which have aroused the spirit
ofunationality, to impart to it so strange a penchant, shall have ceased to
exist. Then, but not till then, may the divorce be hoped for.
With this result before us for a warning, it is proposed now to give pa.

triotism in wedlock to piracy also. By the same foreign-made and foreign-
imposed law, Spaniards are to be told that that piracy, which every man,
alld, above all, every, mariner in the world, for countless generations back,
has been taught from infancy- to look upon as a crime-nay, to the mariner,
the crime of crimes ;-that it is no worse than that slave trade, which some
now living may recollect to have seen most.actively carried on by the mis-
tress of the seas. Hereafter, the two shall go under one and the same name;
and the man who believes, and whose country believes, it perfectly right,
and even laudable, to pursue a business wherein, while his own end of gnin
is accomplished, he proves the instrument of snatching hundreds of. negroes
from. famine on the coast of Africa, or from immolation in the hecatombs
daily reeking either to Mumbo Jumbo, or to some inferior concentration of
the divine essence, irom a clay shark idol down to the airy ghost of any
man. who is entitled after death to the consideration due to. the husband
and lord of from thirty to three thousand wives;-the mariner or merchant
whose country's mind continues yet unenlightened in regard. to the slave.
trade, viewed in its ultimate consequences, and whose conscience can find
therefore a sufficient sedative in the knowledge that he is bringing negroes
from such a state of things in their own country, to one where they will
have a chance of plenty and a long life-is to be told that if he be tempted to
engage in this pursuit, he might as well add to it, whenever opportunity
offers, the plunder of merchant-ships, and the murder of merchants and
women and children who have adventured upon the great deep. This
addition will not make his neck a whit the less safe: and this be is to be
told-not by his own country; not even by his own jure6 divino master; not
under the sanction of the faintest shade of rightful authority: but by a for-
eign Power, whose usurpations on this very subject have rendered itself the
object of his deepest hate, and his own Government the object of ineffable
contempt to him. What brood of horrors is to come of this new match,
those who get it up can perhaps tell. They have shown such a reach of
foresight in regard to the fruits .of the first, that this is no unreasonable ex-
pectation to indulge in towards them..
Nor is the sentiment thus engendered here, with regard to the slave-trade,

by these wanton exhibitions of contempt for. the principle of national inde-
.pendence, confined to the Spanish population. Such a spectacle is not of
a nature to be looked upon with composure by any man whose soul is not
so sold to mammon as to forbid his seeing, or caring for, any thing save the
to and fro of the money-bags. Every man with a spark of soul has expe-
rienced its influence; and as the degree in which he has done so was ne-
cessarily proportionate to the interest he was capable of experiencing in
matters not directly and individually concerning himself, so has it been felt
the most strongly by those to whose nature and principles the slaive-trade is
most repugnant. This is no theoretic speculation. No man, at all con.'
versant with the mechanism of which human opinion and sentiment ar
the products, could fail to perceive at a glance, that it must have so turned
out. No man, placed upon this stage, with his five senses about him, could
fail to become immediately aware of the fact, that it has so turned out: un-
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less, indeed, the prospect of a snug pension, as a reward for patriotically and
philanthropically bearing up against the tedium of a heavily charged West
Indian sinecure, should constitute an "object.too high" to permit him to be
sensible of any thing passing around him; and, above all, of any such in-
convenient circumstance as, if he possessed a conscience, might render it a
troublesome hindrance to any display got up to show off to.distant eyes the
utility of his sinecure; by attaching a sting to the consciousness that it
served only to render positively and actively detrimental to the service in
which he was receiving pay, an office which, restricted to its assigned du-
ties, might prove no wrse than merely useless.
From the one truth. that the slave-trade is a pursuit denounced in every.

way by the lawb and upheld. by an overwhelming public opinion, it would
be no difficult task for any one acquainted with Spanish character in all its
bearings, social, legal, and political,. to deduce every particular requisite to
the composition of the most detailed picture of the existing state of things
here in regard to this subject. 'Such. a picture, Colonel Napier could paint
with his eyes shut.

It would, for.instance, be a waste of words to inform him that here the
trade is made no secret of, except towards the authorities; and towards
them only when acting in. their official capacity-thatwon all other occa-
sions, it is spoken or with just as little reserve as any other pursuit; and
every particular incident to it is as generally known as those that arise in
any other branch of trade. Indeed, far more generally known: for it con-
stitutes a pursuit in regard to which the people consider'themselves at war;
an unprovoked, one-sided war, to be sure, but this only serves to whet their
spirit the sharper-and every incident of which, therefore, possesses a zest
which cannot belong to those of any other branch of business, or even to
any political subject. Every capture of a slaver is a wrong: to be talked
of, to become known to all, to be stored up in the memory of each. Every
arrival is an exploit-a victory over the common enemy: the news of which
(that would be proclaimed by the church bells, but that the Government
does not dare) runs like. wildfire, to arouse exultation in every breast, and
to kindle anew both the spirit of cupidity, and the flames of defiance.

It would, in like manner, be a waste of words to inform him of the other
fact, that the man would awaken universal derision-and derision merely,
only because no apprehension would exist of any thing to disturb that feel-
ing, and to convert it into one more serious-who should gravely under-
take to set on foot proceedings with a view to, the judicial establishment of
any one of the facts or. incidents .thus known to the whole city as the favor-
ite part of the news of the day, on. every day.almost of the year. A shout
of laughter would greet him at every street corner; and if he encountered
there nothing more cutting. than a Jaugh, it would only be because of the
universal confidence that he was a harmless lunatic, who might, without
danger to any one, be-left free to follow his humor.

What individual on this spot, but knows, this l In England itself, who
can devote his understanding to the subject for a single hour, and not be
fully aware that this must be the real state of the case. Why, the picture
is ready drawn in this very work of Mr. Buxton. In the chapter-entitle-
"Faiture of efforts already made for suppression of the slave-trade;`
which does that credit to his common-sense which I anticipated upon pe-
rusing, in the introduction, the following words: "we attempt to put down
the slave-trade by the strong hand alone; and this is, I apprehend, e cause
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of our failure. Our system, in many respects too.feeble, is in one sense too
bold ;" in this chapter, which affords the first gliminmeritng of sanity that has
for a long time aDpeared upon the subject; at least in union with sincerity:
for there is no lack of worldly wisdom in one of the parties-and may, 1 trust,
be hailed as an earnest that. reason is at no very remote -day to assert her
empire over it Mr. Buxton, while endeavoring to enforce his position,.(a
most incontrovertible truth, to any mind that has enjoyed and used any op.
porttinity to acquire definite notions on the subject,) that even a universal
agreement among nations to declare the slave-trade piracy.would prove.
inefficacious, adduces in support of it the experience of the " three nations
who have already tried the experiment of declaring the slave trade to be
piracy-Brazil, North America, and Englalnd."'

"Brazilian sulhjects," he says, ";from the time of passing the law, have been
conti ually engaged in the- slave-trade; indeed, we are informed that the
whole population of certain districts are concerned in it, and not one has
suffered under the law of piracy."
With regaLrd to the United States, he observes, "It will not be denied

that American citizens have been largely engaged.in the traffic; hut I have
yet to.learn that even one capital conviction has taken. place during the
eighteen years that have elapsed since the law was. passed "

Nost to break the thread of -Mr. BuxtonIs illustration, I will merely ob.
serve here': that if, by the assertion which he says " will not .be denied," he
means merely that, in regard to the slave-trade, cases have occurred of the
successful evasion, and consequently of the unpunished infraction, of the
laws of their country by reckless desperadoes, who, either by birth or by
adoption, were citizens of the United States, then the only point to be dis-
cussed between us would be the precise meaning here attached to the word
"largely." But if the author meant to express his belief that there is a
want.of sincerity on this subject in the people of the United States-that there
exists among them a disposition to countenance the violation of our laws
against the slave trade-k can affirm that he is utterly misinformed. Not an
American citizen could be found who does not know such an assertion to
be untrue, with just the same certainty that an Englishman W~ould know
the untruth of a similar assertion if made with regard to the crime of in-
fanticide in England.
The difference between the cases of Brazil and of the United States is

one that no European, not even an enlightened Englishman, caln realize and
estimate at its full force. It is just as impossible for him to do so, as it is for
an American man to realize those reciprocal feelings, condescension and de-
ference-to call them by the mildest names, and to. view them under their
faintest aspects-which, in the atmosphere of England, are so naturally and
unconsciously awakened when ! My Lord" and '- Mister" are so thrown out
of their proper spheres as to come in contact. Brazil law is imposed by the
Government upon the people; and, so far as an inference may be drawn
from the relations existing between them, and the historical character of the
stronger in regard to its proneness to make such use of its power, this par-
ticular law may be presumed. to have been imposed upon the Government
.of Brazil by. the Government of England. Hence it'is-the reverse of sur-
prising that a Brazilian law-above all, that this law, should in " certain dis-
tricts,"1 or in all-districts, be set at defiance by 9' the whole population," and
should be a by-word among them. Nor is it surprising that these violations
should be rendered still easier than they otherwise might be, by the conni-



Vance of the Government to which it has been dictated. In the United
States, on the contrary, all this is clearly impossible. Not only is it impos-
sible that the Government should have a law dictated to it by any foreign
Power; but, on ouir side of the Atlantic, it ceases to be a fiction; it is liter-
ally true, to an extent absolutely inconceivable to a European bred mind,
that the voice of the Government is nothing more than the concentred
voice of the people. Hence, such a state of conflict between the law and
public sentiment as Mr. Buxton may be a believer in, the existence of in our
country is an absolute impossibility. Had the law been a special one, en-
joining or prohibiting a particular mode of conduct upon or to a particular
and limited class of citizens, there might be a possibility of its necessity not
being generally understood, and, consequently, of its being with a large class
the object of a neutral sentiment generally, and of a hostile one whenever
it night come up for enforcement. But, with regard to a general law,
binding upon the whole nation, and, with regard to every individual in it,
imposing an emphatic restriction upon that complete and absolute right-
which nowhere else upon earth exists so untrammelled-of every man to
apply his capital or his labor to such uses as he sees fit, with regard to a law
of this kind, the supposition is altogether inadmissible.
To return from this unexpectedly long digression to Mr. Buxton's illus-

trations " of the inefficacy of such a law." He informs us that the most
striking is that furnished by the experience of the British Government itself,
in its sway over the Isle of France. (To estimate the comparative force of
this fact with respect to any regarding the island of Cuba, it is necessary to
advert to the circumstance, that the Isle of France is about 150 miles in cir-
cumference, and not distinguished by any thing like the countless multitude
of ports, islets, and keys, which are so characteristic of the coasts of the
island of Cubti, the sea-line of which is at least 1,500 miles.)

" For. ten years," says Mr. Buxton, " the slave trade prevailed at the
Mauritius, to use the words of Captain Moresby before the committee of
the House of Commons, ' as plain as the sun at noonday.' Many were
taken in the very act, and yet no conviction, I believe, took place." "I fear
that such a law would be a dead letter, unless, at all events, we had the
bona fide and cordial co-operation of the colonists. Were we able to obtain
this in our own dominions? Our naval officers acted with their usual ener-
gy on the coast of the Mauritius. When General Hall was Governor there,
and when Mr. Edward Byan was the head of the police, every thing possi-
ble was done to suppress the traffic, and to bring the criminals to justice.
No persons could act with more meritorious fidelity, (and I grieve to say,
poorly have they been rewarded by the Home Government;) it became,
however, but too evident that the law was unavailing. The populace
would not betray the slave-trader; the agent of the police wouldn't seize him;
if captured by our officers, the prisons would nlot hold him, and the courts
would not convict him."

This is the picture of a ten years' experience of the British Government,
in a small field, of only twenty-five miles radius, under its own exclusive and
absolute control; bounded by that mountain-wave on which her power is
without limit, and which here enclosed a mere handful (some six or seven
thousand) of the white race-and these, conquered subjects; to keep
whom in subjection the British people were taxed at a rate which may be
conjectured from the officially ascertained fact, that, in the course of fifteen
years, " the expenditure of Government in the island exceeded the revenue
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by no less than £1,026,208."' Upwards of five million one hundred
thousand dollars.! or, annually, at the rate of upwards of three hundred and
sixty six thousand dollars; were the productive classes of England, Scot-
land, and Ireland, taxed for that pait alone of the. cost, which was taken
'out of their pockets to be. sent round the Cape of Good Hope to the Isle of
France, to be there disbursed. With regard to the mode in which the ab-
solute power possessed by the British Government over this handful of the
white variety of the species, whom conquest sand treaty had converted into
free British subjects, each, of course, ipso facto encased in a suit of the
invulnerable panoply whereof so exhaustless a supply is ever ready to issue,
at the nod of Westminster wigs, from that magic armory which venerable
tradition accustoms even us to believe in the reality of, and teaches our
thoughts to connect with the words, "British constitution ;" with regard to
this point, an idea is afforded by the circumstance, which, however trivial it
may seem, may be adduced upon the same principle that a feather may be
used to show the direction of the wind-that the Governor of the Mauritius,
satisfied that, against " offenders of this kind," no conviction could be ob-
tained on the island, "was obliged to resort to the strong expedient of,
sending" them to Englandfor trial at the Old Bailey! A Governor se-
lected to administer the British " constitution" to newly annointed " British
subjects," "obliged to resort to the strong expedient of sending them
FOR TRIAL, on a western voyage, from the remotest island of the Indian
ocean, under the southern tropic, round the Cape of Good Hope. across the
line, to ". Old Bailey," in the 52d degree of north latitude ! and this, in re-
gard to the very same "infamous practice," for denouncing the King of
Great Britain's unblushing patronage of which, as shown by the tyrannical
exercise of his royal negative upon the reiterated effort made by my native
country to render practicable the' ".abolition of domestic slavery," by first
" excluding all further importation from Africa," a Virginian was, in 1774,
marked out for proscription; and, had the power of the, British Govern-
ment proved commensurate with its law, would have been torn from the
native land whose interests and rights he was thus vindicating, in connexion
with those of humanity at large, to be sent " for trial" for high treason, on
an eastern voyage across the Atlantic, to the same point.

This Mauritus experience of the British Government, in a little field,
under its own absolute control, would have sufficed, one would suppose, if
not fully to enlighten, yet sufficiently to prepare for readily receiving light,
every mind really desirous to acquire a knowledge of Havana truth in re-
gard to the same subject. So perfectly adapted, so irresistibly conducive
to this end does it seem to be,'that it is no easy matter to conceive (even
after making allowance for all the fogs that could be kept heaped around
the subject by individuals to whose present salaries and future pensions one
fair glimpse at the reality might prove destruction) how any such mind
can have failed to become, long ago, fully disenthralled from the dupery.

.The particulars I have given sufficiently fill up the picture of the Havana
reality, for the purpose, at least, of enabling a general estimate to be formed
of the real character and merits of the communications which you saw fit
to address to me in January last. No one need be told that in regard to a
subject which, besides presenting an all-absorbing object of direct pecu.
niary interest to. numerous individuals, and one of an interest less direct,
but very sensible, to a far more numerous class, forms the favorite theme
ibr gossip throughout the classes connected in any ay with the commer-
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cial movement, and the salient point for every qnidnunc's attention-the
only possible difficulty connected with the obtainment of information must
consist, not in collecting a show of the materials, thus ever coming up and
floating past every eve, but in winnowing the true from the false, and re-
ducing facts to their true, and exact shape and dimensions.

Under the general aspect belonging to the subject, then, any such pro-
ceeding on your part, as an offer to make me acquainted with a " rumor,"
or a " report," is, upon its very face, a manifest absurdity, if no worse. It
would be the same, if the matter of your communication consisted of sub-
stantial facts, instead of 4' reports ;" unless, indeed, you were prepared to
furnish, or to indicate, some portion or other of that matter of evidence or
proof which can alone impart to facts a legal existence-which alone
could " enable" (as the British Government desires to be, through my in-
strumentality, in regard to British merchants and manufacturers) the au-
thorities of any country to use these facts, were they ever so notorious, as
a basis of action. Without such preparation on your part, any such pro-
ceeding would be an absurd farce; and, if the disposition were wanting, it
would be a despicable mockery.
Now, it is a matter of fact, known to every man in Havana, and which

defies contradiction, (for not one can be found bold enough to give it,) that
no such disposition did exist, or could exist, on your part. If your facts
were of the most conclusive kind, and you had a dozen respectable wit-
nesses to each, you would not dare to name one of them. Nay, had the
individual from whom your information was derived been known to me,
(and circumstances so plainly pointed him out, that the presumption was
too strong to permit a doubt to rest on the mind of a single individual ac-
uainted with the parties,) and had he been summoned by me as a witness,
he would have been sure, as such, to know nothing on the subject.

This is so notorious here, that no one having the least pretension to
character for candor would venture to dispute it. The slave-trade is a
matter which every one who feels any curiosity on the subject, knows all
about. Nay, although destitute of such curiosity, he cannot, if he pos-
sess the use of his ears, and understand anv language spoken at Havana,
avoid hearing the news of the day or hour, of which it always constitutes
the most piquant topic. To make sure of exact accuracy, is a task which,
on this subjects as on every other, is attended with trouble and difficulty in
various degrees. Bitt the particulars no one can avoid hearing. And yet,
althoglah everybody knows all about the slave-trade, no one so knows any
thing about it, that the testimony he could or would give in a court of jus-
tice, or for any judicial purpose, upon any point connected with it, would. be
worth a straw.
What, then, was the end which you had in view, in addressing to me

your two communications of Januaryy last ?
The prescriptions afforded in regard to this question, bylthe existing

state of things here, clearly are:
1. Tlhat ynio could not expect to make known to me any particular, of

which I was likely to be, or to remain, ignorant.
2. Tlhat, supposing yon possessed grounds (or such an expectation, you

could not ,anticipate that any possible m asiure on my part, in regard to the
subject of sulch intfrmationi, could be attended with any useful result. In
addition to these presumptions, resulting from the general state of the case,
was a third, arising from the relation which I had assumed towards your



commission, by the act of returning its communication of the month of
October, 1836, to wit:

3. That, supposing the latter of the foregoing presumptions to be so far
reversed, that it was in my power to adopt some measure that would prove
otherwise than futile, you could not anticipate that I coulId be moved thereto
by your interference, but had every reason to believe the reverse; that. so
tar as my disposition and my course in regard to the subject could possibly
be influenced, in any way, by such interference, the only possible conse-
queence of your venturing upon it would be decidedly adverse to the cause
which you are paid to promote.
Such are the presumptions which arise from the mere general fact of

your addressing to me a communication of this nature. They are not
very favorable to the character of the end which you proposed to yourself.
Let us now see what grounds of judgment are disclosed by the particular
contents of your letters.

Trhe end and aim of the first of the series (that of the 8th of January) is
set forth in the opening paragraph, as follows: .

"As it may possibly not have come to your knowledge, we think it right
to make you acquainted with the report prevalent in this place," &c.

Here, so far as your proceedings could be presumed to be governed by
a definite purpose, and so far as your assertion in regard to such purpose
could be relied upon, we have the assurance, 1st. That the 6nd and aim of
your letter was "to make you (me) acquainted with" a certain "report."
2dly. That the motive which immediately determined your volition to the
adoption of this object, as an end to be accomplished through your instru-
mentality, or your spontaneous exertions rather, was, the conviction that it
was right. "nWe think it right"-that I should be made acquainted by
you with this prevalent report. And, 3dly. That the motive which dter-
mined your judgment to this coonviction-the reason why you thought it
right that I should thus be made acquainted with this prevalent report-
was, the possibility that it might not have come to my knowledge: " as it
may possibly not have come to your knowledge."
Here we have, in perfectly logical completeness, the end and aim of

your letter; the conviction which induced you to adopt it as ain end; and
the ground upon which that conviction rested. In point of form, a truly
complete and satisfactory piece of logic ! If it were but correspondent in
respect to substance, it would leave nothing to be desired. Unhappily,
however, the strength of the material is in perfect contrast to the skill of
the workmanship; and the worthless chain serves only to make us deplore
that so much precious labor should have been thrown away.

Not but that there is also some good stuff in it, too. 'The middle link
has the sound of true metal. As a determining motive to the will, nothing
can be better than, nothing else so good as, conviction of right. It is in exact
proportion as our conduct is .ared thereby, that we accomplish the ap-
proach to perfection of E-. moral agents, we are susceptible. Ouir
moral nature can aim at nrvhing higher. The nan who acts tip to what
he believes to be right, fills the measure of his duty as a morally account-
able being. He mity be an idiot, who thinks it right to plunge his noddle
into melted lead, by way of experiment upon its refreshitig properties; or
he may be a fanatic, who thinks it right to set the world on fire, in order
to evade the flames of the judgment-day: an-d, as a consequence of these
convictions, those to whom they are not imparted may think it right to
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avail themselves of the properties of strait jackets. Still, not one of this
unenlightened multitude, if fie have satisfactory assurance of the sincerity
of conviction in the opposite party, will, if he be himself under the do-
minion of reason, consider hirm a just object of resentment or blame. His
own safety, or that of society, may render it indispensable that he be held
to what may be termed physical accountability; and this may be painful
and severe to the last degree: but, for moral accountability, the suppositioft
leaves no roomn. Such is the advantage of acting up to what we think right:
and such the imnmnu nity nttending all error resulting from adherence to this
golden role. Trle condition upon which the granting of this immunity
depends, is seldom, however, lost sight of It presupposes, and imperatively
requires, that the conviction be, not an affected belief put on for the occa-
sion, fior even one carelessly taken up; but a real, sincere belief-the result
of an honest, deliberate, and anxious exercise of our powers of reasoning,
such as God may have made them. The immunity must therefore be
withheld, wheni good grounds exist for believing the alleged conviction to
be defective in any of these particulars..
Among the great number of grounds which may exist for a belief in the in-

sincerity of an alleged conviction, and the still greater variety of possible
combinations of such grounds, fewv can possess more inherent strength than
the utter inadequacy of the logical motive to which the alleged conviction
is ascribed by thie man pretending to entertain it. So lonc as he merely
affirms the conviction, without telling uts any thing of the process in the
hidden mechanism of his brain, whereby that conviction was evolved. he
is comparatively safe. But the first step he takes in) the way of assigning
reasons, britns himl upon perilous ground. If the reasons which he tells us
that his conviction rests upon be clearly such as, according to human ex-
perience, nio conviction of the sort call be supported by, in any mi:.d not
under soine very extraordinary stimulus, we cannot, on our part, avoid the
conviction that there is something wrongsomewhere. And if, in addition to
this, it be apparent, froll the circumstances of the case, that the actor has
inducements, independently of any conviction of right, for proposing to him-
self the same end, we are forced to the conclusion that his alleged coravic-
tion is a feigned one, and that his volition has been determined by another
motive. Tihe very least which our conclusion can involve is, that if the
end aimed at by the actor was truly believed by him to be right, he thought
it right also to conceal the true ground of his self-satisfactory conviction,
and to feign a false one.
Few judgments are to be found endued with such powers of resistance,

that they could resist for so much as half a minute the conviction that the
present is a case of this kind.

According to your own statement, the " report" is already It prevalent in
this place." Youltae the step of making me acquainted with it. The moral
motive of this step is, (so you say,) the conviction that it is right. The lo-
gical niotive to this conviction is, (so you say,) the possibility that the report
nilay not have come to my knowledge !
What is this (I report 3" Why, an American vessel of such extraordinary

beauty as to render her, and the purpose to which she is destined, the com-
mon talk of the whole city, is, through successful evasion of American law,
brought to H~lvana, and sails for the coast of Africa : not a man in the place,
WhO1ha1s bestowed a thought upon the subject, doubting that upon reaching
that part of tile world she will be divested of her American character, in order
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that she may with impunity be employed in the traffic which, by the laws
of the United States, would subject to the punishment of death every ilndi-
vidual pursuing it under the American flag. Some months after, she re-
turns to the island of Cuba; successfully accomplishing the object for which
she was sent, by bringing a large number of African slaves. AmIong the
particulars relating to her voyage, one is, that she retained her American
character and papers until the time arrived for taking the negroes on board;
and that while under their protection she was boarded by an officer from a
British cruiser, to whom the American master-conscious though he was
of a wicked evasion of the laws of his country-coolly pointed out her flag,
fully confident in its efficacy to protect him, on the highway of nations,
against any meddling on the part of any foreign Power.

This is the " report" which had become " prevalent" in this place. This
report in regard to a most remarkable vessel, has already become prevalent
in this city. There is a possibility, however, that it may not have come
to the ears of the American consul. This possibility proves sufficient to
force upon the minds of the British commissioners tihe conviction, that it is
right for them to take the step of making him acquainted therewith ; and
this conviction being thus produced, the step is taken by means of a letter!
Such is your own account of your proceeding ! Is there a mlan to be

found, who, without any particular knowledge upon any part of the subject,
and possessed of the merest general notion of our relations, would fail to
perceive, at a glance, that the most absurd insincerity is stamped upon its
very face ?

No, sirs; this cannot godown; nor was it expected to-it wasa mere con-
trivance (and a wretchedly hungling one it is) to serve the purpose of a head-
piece to your communication. Tile end and aim of that communication,
and the spirit in which it was conceived, rendered it of no consequence
how awkwardly botched its figure head might be. Indeed, the more dis-
gusting it should prove, the better; for the more in harmony would it be with
the great end and aim of the proceeding.

No, sirs; you may have had some end in view, which you thought a
"right" and just end ; anrd, for accomplishing it, you njay have thought that
communication a "; right" and just means. But the end set forth at its be-
ginning is one which you did not have in view. No one possessing the
slightest general knowledge of the subject, or of our relations, could believe
for an instant that you could really entertain the belief that the American
consul was 'un"- acquainted with the report prevai.,t in this place respect-
ing the ship Venus ;" or, supposing hinm to be so, that to change his state of
ignorance on the subject of this " report" into one of acqitaimitance with it,
could be an object of solicitude with the British commissioners.
Thus much regarding what was Sot the end which they had in view.

With regard to the opposite question, I will hereafter adventure iito a spec-
ulation, founded upon these same materials, which will not. I believe, be
deemed very hazardous. For the present, it is proper to pursue the exam-
ination of your communications, for the purpose of ascertaining what sort
of things they may contain, besides the logical chain of end, iimotive, and
reason, which has been set down in the inventory.

In stating the particulars of this report, you unconsciously, as it were,
run into a respecitjul suggestion-thus:

"' The report further states there are several American citizens implicated
in this flagrant violation of the laws of the United States; and, as the Venus



may be hourly expected in this harbor, we would respectfully suggest ihat
such immediate steps may be taken, on her arrival, as may lead to the pun-
ishment of such offenders."

This forcibly illustrates the danger of such interference. Moved by the
mere possibility that a certain report might not have come to my ears, andsetting out with the sole design of making me acquainted with it, you can-
not accoitiplish the task of stating the particulars, before your disinterested
zeal and generous ardor in the cause take such entire possession of your
soul as to hurry you into the indiscretion of "respectfully" making to the
officer of a foreign State, under circumstances which immeasurably mag-
nified the indecency of such a step, a suggestion which no officer of your
own Government, however subordinate his grade, could do otherwise than.
repel, if coming from any one not in immediate command over him, as a
most impertinent interference; and, if coming from his immediate com-
mander even, to resent as a most insulting imputation. Such would have
been the character of this " respectful" proceeding, even had the object of
it been an officer of your own Government, and under your own immedi-
ate orders. What, then, becomes its complexion when viewed in the light
proper to it: as addressed to the officer of a sovereign State-to one for
whom you really did not possess an official existence; and not only thus,
but who had been placed under the necessity of declining, in the most per-
emptory matter, to recognise you in any way as persons with whom he
could hold official converse; and who had based this determination upon
the peremptory refusal finally given by his Government, in reply to the re-
peated importunities of yours, to even listen to any proposal for making of
this subject a ground of agreement!Such turtired out to be, at the very first step you took, the consequence of
your permitting yourself to commit this interference : so difficult is it to
avoid losing sightentirely of the cold dictates of worldly propriety, when
the imrrpulses of so holy an enthusiasm as yours are once yielded to!

Nor can the force of this illustration of that peril beadequately apprecia-
ted,without adverting to a circumstance which places in the strongest pos-
sible point of view the utter gratuitousness and wantonness of the sugges-
tion into which you were thuis"s respectfully" hurried. Had you, under
precisely similar circumstances, made such a suggestion to a lieutenant
placed under your orders, it could not have failed to be looked upon, by
every eve endued with vision forsuch mundane considerations, as a pros-
titution of your influence at home to the indulgence of a disposition towan-
tonly inflict insult. Supposing you to have possessed authority to rriake
" respectful" suggestions to me in regard to the discharge of my duties, this
authority never could have been confidedto you in the design that you
should exercise it, except on fit occasions, and in a proper manner: that is
tosay. on occasions when you might have some grround at least for the be-
lief that yonr stuizestion would not prove altogether superfluous; and in a
manner which would not, in the absence of all causefor it, convey the in-sulting imputation of neglect of duty. From such an imputation nosu-
,gestion is free,which, in general terms, merely suggests to an officer to do
his duty:and this is the character of your suggestion. Comiceivimig it to
be my duty (for, if you did not, the absurdity and grossness of yourcow duct
in every way become but the more flagrant) tolake"suich imminledliate steps
as may lead to the punishniment of sulch offenders," you make tonme the sug-
gestion that these "1steps" I may be taken."
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Now, at the precise moment when this "respectful" suggestion was ad.
dressed to the consul of the United States, what were the particular circurn.
stances of his position in regard to " American citizens implicated in" the
class of violations anid evasions of the laws of their country, to which this
case belonged ? These circumstances, to be sure, had never been commu.
Dicat( d by him to you. He had even deemed it proper to meet, in a mode
plainly signifying, a determination not to be led into it, a proffer of conver-
sat ion on the subject from one of you, (the judge commissioner :) for, tow.
ards you, and becowse of your preposterous pretensions, it is a topic upon
which his lips have ever been sealed ; and, reversing the course which all
acquainted with his character know to be natural to him on all subjects, he
has ever maintained, with regard to this, a marked and significant reserve,
in the design that you should not forget that it had become forbidden
ground. Until their pretensions to interfere in the execution of the laws of
his country, the subject was one,on which the American consul was as
ready to converse, wvith his usual want of reserve, with the British comrnis.
sioners, as he always has been with the British consul. His natural dispo-
sition in this respect had not been altered, even by the somewhat curious
and instructive lesson contained in the published correspondence of one of
the predecessors of the present judge commissioner-a gentleman of well.
known eminence in the science of entomology: among the fruits of whose
eight years' exile in this land of (to him) good cheer, operas and nobility
tertuidas, besides the invaluable contributions to the suppression of the
slave trade, which have been attended with such notable effect, was a mag-
nificeut collection of insects, and a snug little fortune, estimated, in cash
and retiring pension, at something over one hundred thousand dollars. Be-
fore this gen-tleman's return fromt the worfil exile, his patriotic and philan-
thropic sacrifice ill enduring which has been thuls inadequately rewarded,
and while the present republic of Texas constituted One of the States-of
Mexico, (by whose laws slavery was not recognized, although engaagenents
to service for a term of years were :) at this period,; a settler in Texas, from
the United States, visited Havana, and here purchased a number of slaves,
in the design, as he alleged, of transporting them to that part of the Mexican
repu blic; thereby changing the cotidition of slavery for life, in which lie found
them, into that of servants for seven years; while, on1 his part, he acquired a
legal right to their services for that term. From there not being here, at
the time, any consul of Mexico, this person was under the necessity of ap-
plying at the consulate of some friendly Power for any consular service
which he might need ; and his origin natturally directed him to that of the
United States. There at his request, his declaration under oath, to the
effect above recited, was received ;< and this declaration was antitheuicated
under the consular s(jal anid signature : that is to say, the consul gave a
certificate, not that the negroes had been emaricipottd, nor of any other
event in the case, but solely and simply that the individual, having appeared
before him, had declcarcd those facts. His declaration was received and
certified to. Such. preciselv4 was the document delivered to himn anid. in-
asnituch as the occurrence connected itself obviously with the slave trade,
it was naturally mentioned by the consul on occasions when the African
traffic (which lie might designate as the "1 nefar'ions" traffic, buit for the ha-
bitiwal cautiion ht regard to these epithets of zeal, inspired by the disgust
awvakened by vitnessing their uise as a stock in trade) came upon the car-
pet. Amriong the persons with whomi it was thus made a subject of con-



versation,wfasthe then judge commissioner, resident here, on the part of
Great B itain.

After the measure of this gentleman's years of arduous toil in this yellow-
fever atmosphere had been filled, and his own person, aswell as his brilliant
entonmological collections, had been transferred to the salubrious air of Eng,.
land, the consul, upon looking over one of the slave-trade document volumes
of Parliamentary Papers, perceived that the occurrence above related had
been embalmued for the use of some future writer on that interesting branch
of natural history (inthie estimation of some, not inferior in interest to ento-
mology itself ) dedicated to the genus homo of. the mammiferous class. So
muttilated and altered,however, had this subject become, in the process of
preserving it, that it could never be used in the composition of a work for
rigorously scientific purposes; and would prove altogether valueless, except
as affording the parent idea for an embellishment to some historical novel
on the slave trade. Of the extent of this alteration, a conception can be
formed only by comparing with the foregoing picture of the original sub-
ject, in its own shape and proportions, the same subject as embalmed in
the collection of facts contained in the" report on the slave-trade for 18:35,"
transmitted by" his Majesty's commissioners to Viscount Palmerston," from
Havana,1st January, 1836 :"
"lit the spri-ng of lest year,SAi. American agentfrooni Texas pinrchased,

in the Havana, two hundred andNfty newly imnported Africans, at two
hundred and seventy dollars per hte(Ld, and carried themz away with him
to that district of Alexico; having first procured, from the American con-
sul here, certificates oftheir freedom."

"'Certificates of their freedom !" Most accurate " report!" And this is
written by a gentleman whose philosophical habit of precision of thought
andof language would doubtless have been ineffably shocked at any ama-
teur -entonologist tourist who should have betrayed such looseness in either
respect, as to contound a butterfly maggot of the Trojan with one of the
Greek tribe, or to speak of a Lepidopteron of the F;usicorn, family as a
Filicorn.
With suclh a specimen before us of the scrupulous accuracy of official

"reporters" of slave-trade facts, Mr. Fowell Buxton cannot but be exonera-
ted from all blame for those exaggerations in regard to every particular
connected with the subject, which produce at every page exclamations from
every well-informed reader, but were to be anticipated from any man writing
in his closet, under the smoke canopy of London, with materials of this de-
scription for his reliance.
The purchaser of these slaves appears before the consul, and declares,

under oath, that he has emancipated them on the condition that they shall
serve him for the term of seven years; and that he is about to embark them
for Texas, to be there held under this contract and the laws of Mexico,
which, by their own force, would make the negroes free so soon as they
landed there. A certificate of the fact, that this declaration has been made,
is given by the consul. Two or three years after, the latter finds that the offi-
cial collector of facts, stationed here by the British Government, with whom
it had formed a topic of the same unreserved conversation which would have
been held on the subject with any other gentleman, has, in the course of a
statement, written a year after the occurrence, when the circumstances
relatingr to the condition of Texas had become materially altered, and
wherein this transportation of Africans from Cuba to that country is repre-
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sented as a branch of the slave trade-that this official " reporter" has intro-
duced him (the consul) into the narrative, in the character of a person from
whom this alleged slave-smnugler had " procured" "certificates of their
freedom :J" that is to say, certificates to the fact that the Africans werefree!
And this specimen of philosophical precision occurring, too, at Havana, in
a British commissioner picture of the American consul, at the very period
when according to subsequent developements, (see Edinburgh Review for
April, 1838,) Lord Glenelg, his Britannic Majesty's Secretary for the Col-
onies, was engaged in drawing nice distinctions as a basis for instructions
to the Governor of British Guiana, charging them that care must be taken
to prevent Africans being imported, (say from the coast of Guinea, distant
fifty or sixty days' sail from Demerara,) under the order in council permit.
ting the importation from India, at more than double the distance, and in
any quantity in which they could be stowed on board of any craftsthe in.
dustriois, the frugal, the delicately shaped, the gentle, the graceful, the re.
fined. the engaging natives of Hindostan'! Ofthese rice-eaters (eaters when
philanthropy leaves them any of their rice to eat) who " have never seen
the sea," and could not be made "to comprehend the nature of the voy-
age," ship off, under the British flag, or the Spanish, or the Portuguese, or
any flag you please, to the Mauritius, or to the coast of Surinam, any
quantity that can be kidnapped. into an agreement, under which they fancy
themselves about to be taken to "one of the company's villages." Hindoos?
yes ! in any quantity. But beware of touching an African! The former
possess, to be sure, a fraction of the title which constitutes the only available
passport to the consideration of the legitimate philanthropy of the hour;
but their title is far from perfect.. They have the. black skin, but they want
the woolly hair and the flat nose. They belong to the Caucasian variety
of the hunian species-the highest ; instead.ofbelonging to the Ethiopian
-the oweest: that race, which, according to the highest of modern authori-
ties, in a British work belonging to the. republic of science, and free alike
from partisan exaggeration and from cant, whether of the Fire-the-faggot or
of the Mawvvorm type, "has ever remained plunged in barbarism, with no.
higher idea of law than the despotic whim of the reigning chief; with no
Written language, nor even a code of hieroglyphics; which, " after centu-
ries of intercourse with the most enlightened nations, has retained its char-
acter. unchanged;" holding, by universal consent among naturalists, "the
lowest station among the varieties of his species," and exhibiting in some
of its hordes "sthe lowest debasement of the human form, and the least ca-
pacitv for mental imtprovement." It was in enjoining upon British gover-
nors the proper discriminations between these two varieties of the species,
that the colonial office was encageaid at London, at the .period when the
British agent at Havana for collectirvg and reporting facts in relation to the
slave trade was erecting, at the expense of -he American consul, so stri-
kinx a Monument of the habit of scrupulous accuracy resulting from his
zoological pursuits!

Wfierz led ito this digression, I was about to state, in regard to the par-
ticul;ar circumstances of my position at the momnett when your sense of
right impelled voni to "respectfully suggest" to me not to omit the dis-
charge ot my dury, theat, althhingh thnse circumstances had never been com-
mnunicated by mab to you, and althotigh I had deemed it my duty to repulse
advances from one of you (the judge commissioner) to make of them a
topic of conversation, yet they were no secret. They had thrown the



whole port and city into an uproar-producing, among the class of people
particularly sensitive on this subject, a greater commotion than, to my
knowledge, has ever been produced here. Th is could not but have been
known to you, even had your perceptions of what is passing around you,
been still less lively than they would seem to be; nor could the cause have
been unknown to you. Even had it not formed the subject of town-talk,
there was not a guadano in the harbor who could have refrained from giv-
ing all the particulars to any person understanding Spanish, who should
have taken a seat in the stern of his boat.

It was the seizure of a vessel and crew in this port, within sight of the
harbormaster's office, and at an) hour when the quay there is most crowded,
by an armed force from the United States sloop of war Ontario, then lying
in the harbor. The character of the vessel, and the ground of her seizure,
were equally notorious. She was a celebrated slaver belonging to this port,
one of the fleetest vessels in the world, and the more remarkable from the
not uninteresting historical associatiqr. attached to her by tradition, that the
vessel upon whose keel and model she was a new structure had been de-
vised and built in France, for the express purpose of attempting the deliv-
erance of Napoleon from the friendly guardianship of Sir Hudson Lowe.
This well known vessel had but a short time previously left this port, and
had returned to it under the American flag, procured by means of.a bill of
sale to the American captain, for the purpose of protecting her, not while
carrying slaves, but while on her voyage to the coast of Africa. This was
known, just as all such things are known here, as a matter of notoriety, but
not as one in regard to which judicial proof could be hoped for. TPhe doec
uiments carried by her, however, were of a nature that, in itself, afforded,
in rmly opinion, sufficient ground for her seizure by a cruiser only. And
owing to the hopelessness of this being accomplished at sea, except under
such extraordinarily favorable circumstances as. could [not] be anticipated,
it was done in this port.
The American master who had brought her here was, at the time your

communication was addressed to me, known to the whole city to have been
already some weeks in prison, at my demand. And, not only was the case
of a nature to occasion the more talk, from the accidental notorieties of the
vessel, but there chanced also to be a corresponding circumstance connect-
ed with this captain, who, a native citizen of the United States, and one prob-
ably of very good connexions, was known here to the whole port, and all the
surrounding grog-shops, as a most distinguished and sympathy-exciting
victim of "consular persecution," under the pretext of protecting against,
and rescuing from, brutal oppression on his part, the black crew whom he
had brought from the United States.
The seizure of this vessel and crew in this port had been ventured upon,

too, notwithstanding a strong doubt on my part as to the compatibility of
such a proceeding with the principle of national independence; my respect
for which had been rendered the more lively, and my disposition to avoid
all infringement thereon the more scrupulous, from the anxiety here awa-
kened in me, that, in regard to a helpless nation particularly, the conduct of
a servant of the American people should exhibit the most pointed contrast
to the course of the individuals whom circumstances allowed to act in the
name of those trans-Atlantic brethren of ours, whose noble energies, calcu-
lated, from their own nature, to prove an almost unmixed benefaction to the
whole world, have, to subserve the selfishness of the sordid few whose reign
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of misrule has so nearly: reached its end, been converted, for so many fair
portions of man's globe, into the heaviest curse that weighed upon them.
With this train of recent events, bringing into such forcible relief to every

eye my disposition in regard both to the black race in questions of justice
between .a black sailor and a white captain, and to the evasion of American
laws against the slave trade, your " respectful" suggestion, in regard to a
notorious case, presenting a " flagrant violation of the laws of the United
States," that.I would not omit to perform my duty, possessed in the highest
perfection every element which, had it been made in the purest sincerity,
and been addressed to-a lieutenant or 'midshipman of the royal navy, placed
*under your special orders, could not have failed to subject you, from every
candid man, to the imputation of either the extremest absence of mind, or
the most ungenerous disregard of, the most brutal contempt for, the feelings
.of those subjected to the calamitous necessity of holding, at least as slibordi-
nates. or fancied subordinates, official intercourse with you. Afrer this " re-
spectfil" suggestion, comes, as a finishing flourish, to set it off-" The pe
culiar relationship in which the United States are placed with Great Brit-
ain induces us more anxiously to hope you will participate in the feelings
with which this communication is made." To this I replied, at the time,
by a piece of information, which, to my regret, appears to have beei thrown
away: That,: since the 4th of July, 1776, the only relation in which they
stand to each other is, that of two. independent nations-" enemies in war;
in peace, friends :" that. a vital part of national independence consists in the
exclusive execution, no less than the exclusive enactment, by each, of its
own laws; and it requires, in regard to the one, no less than the other, the
vigorous repulse of. every pretension at foreign interference; and that, if
there be upon earth two nations from whom, above all others, their own
welfare and that of the world demand the most scrupulous' regard for, and
punctilious observance of, this principle, these two nations are ;the mother
.and the daughter."

I will now proceed to your second letter, of the 10th of January last, which
was in reply to my answer to your first. Supposing it possible (although
far from probable) that you might have both the ability and the will to put
me in possession of some matter of evidence, or of some clew thereto-of
something, in fine, which might avail towards the legal establishment t of the
fact, and that your communication, to " make" me "acquainted with the
report prevalent in this. place," and to "respectfully suogest" to me "such
steps as may lead to the punishment of such offenders"-that is to say, "such
steps" as might "suggest" themselves to me-might be looked upon as mere
diplomatic verbiage, which, not being intended to have a. meaning, must not
be scrutinized for one, but be considered as a professional way of saying
"I have something to tell you if you will let me.". Supposing all this pos-
sible, though extremely improbable, I determined, for once, to overlook your
impertinence, and see what would come of my encouraging you to open
your budget. Nothing! not so much as a mouse would the mountain yield;
*and yet 1 made every disposition I could to facilitate the accouchment, and
cheer you to the effort. . In particular, you were reminded of the important
distinction, which, although unprofessional men are apt to overlook it, can-
not but have been rendered familiar by Temple lucubrations.and circuit ex-
perience, and their daily contact.with which renders gentlemen of the robe
so inhumanly insensible to the weight of rumored facts and notorious facts,
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that, in any coterie of tender-hearted old ladies, would, in the twinkling of
an eye, send the "horrid wretch" who has committed the rape to the gallows.
Of the reality of this distinction, and of the respect paid to it wherever

British law prevails, tintil British governors tire "obliged to resort to the
strong expedient" of brushing the inconvenient cobweb away, a strong ex-
ample is afforded in the Matritius experience of the British Government,
already quoted from'the recent work of Mr. Fowell Buxton. There, al-
thouigh t'ile slave trade prevailed "-for ten years,'' as plain as the sun at
noon day," not a single one of these tens of thousands of notorious facts, in
flagrant-flagrant " its the sun at noon-day"-violation of the law, could the
Governor get judicially established. "Offenders of this kind" had, by a
"strong expedient," to be sent "for trial" on a four months' voyage.
Examples of the same kind might be indefinitely multiplied-I mean of

the kind to illustrate the distinction between notorious facts, and facts in re-
gard to which judicial proof may be obtained; not of the kind to illustrate
the "strong expedients" of British governors, although even these pearls
are not so rare but that, with a demand sufficient to justify the undertakings
a string or two might, with due industry of research, be obtained. But, of
the former kind, th'e instances are so profusely scattered in every direction
among the multifarious products of the press, that it is no longer necessary
to be a gentle'muan of the robe to possess a perception of the truth which they
illustrate. It it be not familiar to any old damne in the United States who
solaces the hours of her son's absence bydipping into his Edinburgh Review,
it must be because her thoug.,hts are wandering too much after him, to be
intent upOn the meaning of what she reads.IHow else, than by a clear and
perfect realization of this distinction, can she, for instance, comprehend the
statements made by Mr. O'Connell, in a House of Commons speech, (Feb-
ruary 14. 183S,) quoted in the Edinburgh Review for April, 18383? Hlow
else is it possible tbr her to realize the possibility of such facts in a count.try
where any thing called a " Government" is in existence? or in any aggre-
gation whatever of featherless bipeds, with or without government ? Buat
for the aid of this key, she must needs assign these statements also to that
new class of truths which will be distinguished hereafter as the Daniela,
and the type of which is exhibited in its highest perfection in the farrous
Virginia negro breeding truth. The orator's theme is the 'state of things
among the working classes of Great Britain and Ireland, already alluded to
by me-one feature of which is the thrice-incredible fact to an American
mind, that the operative in those countries compulsorily pays, not the Der-
rynane tribute-money, (this being peculiar to Erin Mavourneen,) but a far
more considerable share of his weekly earnings, for th- support of-whaat ?
Why, nothing more than the "secret committee of assassination," that is
bound by oath to make away with him, or, by the efficacy of sulphuric acid
upon his eyes and flesh, to convert him for life into a loathsome cripple, if,
when Famine shall make his cold hearth her abode, and his wife and little
ones her prey, he shall prove so insane as to forget the conditions on which
alone, in that home of {' the geniusiof universal emancipation," he has, prac-
tically speaking, (in contradistinction to legally, theoretically, and orator-
ically,) any right to use the head and hands which God gave him-one of
which conditions is, that he shall not work for a farthing less than ihe price
established by the secret committee; and another,' that he shall not work,
at any price, for any employer whom the committee may have put under
the ban, even although the cause of* this measure should be, that said em-
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loyer, as a reward for a faithful service of " thirty years" in his factory,
ad granted to the veteran the boon of "taking his son as an apprentice"

in the same establishment, while the arrangement conflicted with one of the
laws which the secret committee were bound to enforce, having for its ob.
ject to keep down the number of apprentices, in order that the wages of the
" skilled workmen" may not be endangered.
Of the efficacy of the "sulphuric acid," which is one of the instruments

for keeping up the supply, and paying for the use of which upon his own
person, the operative is compelled to contribute a portion of his weekly earn-
ings, the following will afford an idea: it is taken from a certificate, "ob-
tained in the course of judicial investigation," from James Corkindale, M. D.,
surgeon of the Royal Infirmary at Glasgow. "H e (Charles Cairney, a cot-
ton spinner) had, the evening before his admission, got a large quantity of
sulphuric acid dashed *in his face by a fellow-workman. The acid was
spread over the whole right half of his head, from the nose, to the nape of
the neck. The effect produced was deep sloughing or mortification, by
which the half of his face and the half of the scalp became an ulcerated sur-
face; thick patches of mortified parts falling off in succession. The right
eye was completely destroyed, and the right ear dropped off with the dress.
ings, an entire putrid mass. He suffered great pain, and was several times
in danger of his life. He remained five months in the infirmary, and was
removed to the country because his general health was declining Though
the surface is now skinned over, yet the new formed skin is imperfect; it
often becomes raw, and is so unseemly that he has always one half of his
head and face covered with a handkerchief." And this picture. be it borne
in mind, presents the result, not of personal hate-of diabolical revenge in
some demon under the human form-but of the regular operation of the reg.
ular systematic organization into which, for this express purpose, as in their
opinion a necessary means to the end of securing themselves against star-
vation, the British industrious classes have been compelled by the force of
circumstances ! It is not a solitary individual case, sui generis, standing
out by itself, as a-counterpart to that world-renowned one of the Italian, who
was considered to have brought revenge to the highest pitch of perfection
by carrying some of the same liquid about him to squirt it into his enemy's
eyes: it is a mere specimen of a large number of the same species, itself
constituting but part of a genus, consisting, according to the Edinburgh Re-
view, of "the innumerable crimes committed by combinations in different
parts of the country."
Of these O'Connell facts-the Irish, not the Virginian-facts whereof

the venue is laid in " Dublin and other places in Ireland," and not in those
high-fenced " pens" used by Virginia negro-breeders for constraining indi-
viduals of the two sexes to the conjunction which is abhorrent to their
nature,-the following are specimens, all culled from a single page:

"This system of combination was carried on by clubs, to which the
workmen were called on to pay three shillings per week." "1 In the case of
one man, who had worked thirty years in the factory, the employer asked
the man how he could serve him. The man said he should be greatly
benefited by having his son taken as an apprentice, and that it would be
an act of charity. The boy was so taken; but the workmen turned out
against it, and the boy was withdrawn." "One man, who had resisted the
turn-out, was assassinated in the open day, in the presence of twenty per-
sons."
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" This was before the repeal of the combination laws. After that repeal,
the clubs lost much of their power." Of which improved state of things,.
the following are specimens-(the clubs no longer having it in their power
", to act as they did before," and being under the necessity to do " by others
what they did not wish to do by themselves :") " Four murders were com-
initted, not by the clubs, but by men whonm they paid for that purpose."
is In Cork, within the last two or three years, no fewer than thirty-seven in-
dividuals had been burnt with vitriol; many of whom were deprived of
sight. These were the results of the acts of the trades clubs." " In Dublin,
four murders had been cominitted by similar agents." "I The clubs did not
themselves act openly, but they paid agents, whom they called welters.
Those welters attacked any man who was pointed out to them, and mur-
dered him when the opportunity offered." "1 He had strong evidence of the
atrocity of the crimes committed by the welters, whose number amounted to
about six thousand." O'On Thursday last the premises of a timber mer-
chant were set on fire immediately after his having been served with a no-
tice." "grThe'se men were ready to execute any vengeance, according to
order; and although the trade combinators did not commit actual offences
themselves, they had always a standing army in the welters." " A fort-
night previously to this last disgraceful crime, a man and his wife having
died of cholera, the Master, in whose employment they had been, with
praiseworthy humanity took Iwo Ihelpless orlhans, the children of these
people, as apprentices. Tile combinators revolted at this, and insisted oil
their immediate dischur~ge; to which the master was obliged to accede,
having no power to resist their mIandate."

SuLIch are the O'Connell illustrations of the difibrence between flagrrant
violations of law, which are notorious; nay, in regard to which even
",strong evidence" exists, (for Alr. O'Connell says that he-lie, the Curtins of
the age-has " strong evidence of the atrocity of the crimes committed" by
this wvelterian bi-legionlarv force,) and flatrrant violations of law, in regard
to which strong evidence "'can be obtained," or even be used after it is ob-
tained.

These, however, are afforded by the state of tile "operatives" int Ire-
land; and there may be some extraordinary peculiarity in her condition;
which renders it unfair to adduce them in regard to this important differ.
ence, when considered in its grencral bearing uponhuman affairs. A pecu-
liarity of this nature is, indeed, more than hinted at by Mr. O'Connell, in a
sentence wihlch would have constituted a forcible illustration of the views
that 1 have endeavored to unfold in regard to the cause of the difficulty
attending the execution, upon this stace, of the slave-trade laws. In re-
gard to this regularly organized body of nineteenth century "free corn-
panions"-for the n rurber, " six thousand." is too high to permit us to
associate with their occupation that idea of mystery which might justify us
in calling them " bravos"--aiid their regularly organized employers, the
orator says: "T4Phere was a great digicull/ in gettingeevidence against those
parties; for, unfortunately, so little syni1pat/y existed in Ircland between
tler governors and the governed, that it wvasa mniatter of ,great di/icuIlty to get
the law enforced in atny case." Of this sentence the points are so arranged
as to form a logical chain of the St. Patrick order ; but it presents with
sufficient distinctness, at least Ior general purposes, tile difi-iculty of getting;
evidence as a cause (or as an egcc, if you chose to insist upon taking
"fur" in its strict meaning) of the difficulty of getting the law enforced;



and the want of sympathy between those who make tile law, and those who
are called upon to conform ltoit, as a cause for both the recited difficulties,
coupling them whichever way you will.

As, therefore: these are only Irish illustrations, it may not be amiss to con
template one derived from the recent experience of British law, uponl its owti
proper ground-within the " four seas," which serve, instead of "towers
along the steep," to the ever-glorious little islatid whose grassy vales rnd
rock-moss glens, so many of us on this side of the Atlantic have unconsci-
ously learned to look towards with feelings of love and pride, as the land of
our fathers, and of the fathers of our language.
For our present object,. also, we have to look no further than the same ar-

ticle in the same number of the Edinburgh Review. A more striking illus-
tratidn of the important difference in question could not be desired, than that
Afforded by the case of attempted murder upon a cotton-spinner named Gra-
ham, in which no fewer than four hired assassins were employed. hI this
case, three of the four murderers were arrested, and were, c9 in the hollow
voice ofthe Wounded man himself," identified. They were " defended with
the greatest ability by the first counsel at the bar :" but Kenn was, neverthe.
less, "unanimously convicted.."

Lafferty and Orr, however. were convicted only of assazdt, (though it
afterwards turned out that they were hired accomplices to murder.) With
regard, however, to the fact, that these men acted as mere agents in the em-
ploy ot the committee of the cotton-spinners' union, there vas "sno evidence ;"
and, consequently, "though no one in that part of Scotland had any doubt
that this really was the case, yet there was no proof of it atteMpted at the
trial."
Such wvas the judicial result, and to this was the judicial attempt even

restricted, in a case wherein it afterwards appeared that, besides the man
wounded by them, who was a" Blnob." (that is to say, a workman who 0.epart-
ed from the requirements of the committee,) Messrs. Wright, Dunlop, Lind-
say, and Ewing, were particularly pointed out to them as persons whose
lives should be taken as soon as possible ;" with other details, which are thus
summed up by the Edinburgh Review:

"ilt is now," (after a lapse of thirteen years,) " proved by the concurring
testimony of two witnesses-one of whom was the assassin hired to dis.
charge the pistol, and the other a member of the secret select commillee. by
whom the assassins were to be paid-that four men were hired by the com-
mittee of the association to shoot a nob, by way of striking terror into the
rest; that the persons engaged in the murder were four in number, and
that they were to get. . 100 for it; that the expense of defentling the assas-
sins at their trial. was borne by that body; that the wives of the transported
assassins were maintained from its funds, and the one who was sentenced
to Bridewell wvas sent, after his liberation, to America, at their expense. This
is proved by the concurring testimony of two witnesses, at the distance of
thirteen years from each other, and in totally different judicial investiga-
tions: the confession of the assassin emitted recently after his trial, being
buried fin the records of the parliamentary committee; that of Murdoch, the
member of the secret select corniriittee, obtained in the course of the trial
for another murder perpetrated by a member of the association, in a subse-
quent strike. thirteen years after. And, as if to make the proofs of the gnilt
of the combination still more complete, the association, in the interim, little
dreaming of the confession of their hired assassin; and of the testimony of
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their own secret committee-man, had the hardihood to call a meeting, where
they denied all connexion Afith the assassination, or knowledge of the per-
sons who had instigated it; bringing forward, in an especial manner, an
individual (Patterson) who denied their participation, but who has since
been proved to have been the very person who was present tit the hiring,
and who, by proving it before the secret select committee, obtained for one
of the assassins his share of the promised rewvard."
No further illustration can he needed, in regard to either the reality of this

difference, or the very marked, nay, absolutely controlling, influence which
it exercises over human affairs in every country where the reign of the thing
called lawv is established ; and which it nmust continue to exercise so long as
her Majesty shall not be deposed to make room for that Ashanitee equivalent
of "strong expedients," the strong predilection for, and exclusive use of
which, has been particularly noticed by modern naturalists as constituting
an essential part of the moral characteristic of the Ethiopian variety of tile
human, species.
That the materials whereof you might be in possession, for a reply to an

encouraging answer to your first communication, would prove such as to
show that you were not altogether unmindful of this important difference, I
deemed, as I have above stated, not altogether impossible; and, therefore, I
determined to overlook, for this once, the considerations that forbade mv re-
cognising youias fit objects of official intercourse, and to give you the opor-
tunity to tell me all you might have to reveal.

Thhe event corresponded with the strong probabilities which the case pre-
sented. The supposed possibility which I had made the basis of my calcula-
tion, turned out to be an entirely imaginary quantity; and mycondescension.
to have been altogether thrown away. Not even a mouse, as I before ob-
served, did the Mountain bringr forth. Nothing so tangible even as a vapor,
did the rumbling herald. With a proper apparatus, and due promptness, even
.a st-noke might have been caught. Btit nothing caine. 'r'he rumbling re-
newed itself; and lo ! I was as emnpty-handed as before: Ior, unhappily. sound
is a thlig that modern science has not yet taught us to make a preserve of.
Throwing open the door to you as wide as it wvas possible to turn it, I

begged you to bring in; all the information ofany kind, regardingg persons,
occurrences,or things,calculated to be ofuse to the Governmentof the United
States, in regard to the ship Venus, or any iniatter connected withther ;" and
lest this should be deemed so general as to be somewhat vague, I particular-
ized as points in regard to which any thing in the shape of evidence, or a
clew to evidence, would be most acceptable, the two facts-that she had
" taken in a cargo of negroes whilst under the American flag; and that there
are several American citizens implicated in this violation of our laws."
To this, you. 6 bee- to say that we have already communicated as miuclh.

of the information w. possessed alvwe felt ourselves at liberty to do." And
what was the amount ok " information" that had been thus "' coinlinllicat-
ed" by yot '? Why, i; the REPoRT prevalent in this place

Butt if yonr letter contained nothing in the nature of evidence or informal.
tioti, this wvas not the only particular in which it corresponded to its fore-
runner; for, like it, it proved to be a cornucopia of o her things.

First canme the around for conljecture which, though you did not teel
yourselves at liberty to go the length of giving me information, was so ColI-
siderately and charitably attached to your reluctant denial of what 1 asked
for-a denial which, while it fullilled the duty that forbade your actually ul-
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locking the casket to me, generously went as near to a violation of it as
honor would allow; being so managed, as, by rattling the contents in my
ear, to aive me the assurance that it was not empty. Although you could
not give me any more information, you so contrived your denial as to let
me into the cause of it. It wvas not that, from having already given me all,
you had no more to give. T'lhe loaf was not all disposed of; but you were
not " at liberty" to favor me with another slice.

This, although Isndly meant, proved but one of the daily occurring in.
stances of injudicious charity; for its only effect was to throw me into per-
plexity. First, there was the possibility that this form of speech hald been
inadvertently used by you. as a diplomatic mode of saying merely that you
could not give ime any more information, withoni any intention to intimate
that mevertheles- you had possessed yourselves of a further supply. Then
came tp to the support of this conjecture the extreme iniprobalhlity. result-
inr from the whole state of the case here in regTard to the slave-trade, your
means of information included. (so fair as these could be judged of' either
froim my personal knowledge of persons and things, or from comparisolls
between the information contained il your published comnmunications to.
Government, and that contained in the current reports of every day.,) that it
could be in. your power to add a particle to the "report prevalent in this
ph-e." or to give me the sligrhtest available clew to evidence. On the other
hand, against. the adoption of this conjecture, the nmanifest meanlingr of the
sentence recurred; tenidinig to preclude the supposition that it could have
been written in any other designrn than to convey that meaning. And in cor-
Tob~rnltion of the propriety of thuls supposhin - you to mean vhat youl said,
came the not improbable conjecture, that, however accurate and full your
infor-mation mighalt he on any matter connected with theslave-trade, it must
have been received under tlie seal of secrecy, an:d he now bound tip byv your
pledge, express or plainlly imprlied, not to britig your informant into ditlicul.
ty. In regard to the necessity of faithfully adherigl( to this pledg, and
cautiously avoiding to expose any one svlio might oil any occasion have
deemeld " it right t ao m~ake yen acquainted with the report p)revalellt in this
place,,' to keinigr called ulon by the authorities as a witness, or ke-omiing
kiio\vn to the ptihlic as onie who assuineti t me respoinsibility of interlmring in
the business, except for the innocent purpo: e of rnaldimig people ":acquainted
with the report prevalent iii this place ;"-in regard to tilis dulty, tilee wvs
lilsewvise a strong prolbabilhiy of your being ad qnately impressed. It was
possible even that you mig hlt have head tell of hse angry feeling- rili'ina to
open threats rungl inI his owln ears, at tlhat very period piprevalent 'ia this
place" acrainst the American consul, for the course pursued by hi in ind-ard
to the vessel already mentlioned: a feelingr which. as it had a real prtltical
inconvenience, and tihe frustration of very extensive, plains for its basis, iose
to a pitch deemed by some to be not allogether void of dan:er ; iltholg.
counteracted by thile sentiment, of justice awaketied towards a foreityn officer,
Wv'to was seen to have pursued a very plain line of dulty, restricted Celtirel'
to his own flng, without the least pretensionilot his Prt to interfere wvith miny
other. Bl'tn ltItLbouThi yYMu mn1igTht no t he a';IC it. tli tein wvitli"'thisi, reroa tt pile
Vahletl" here, voyo could not but be supposed to lie perl:ctly faiuilim r wvith
tilis aspect of the s-ll ject; and, ieingr no doubt readers of the [Mdimd nrOl, Re.
view, you hind probably had your imupressiomis ini rolardl to it very recently
refreshed by a passage so strilinrly to the point, and so highly calculated to
produce that effect, ns the following picture of thle difficulty experienced in
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that bountrykwhosee claims to'be considered as emphiaticalUy the land of law
are so generally conceded, in regard to procuring. witnesses on the subject of.
secret committee of assassination proceedings, in regard to protecting their
lives after they are procured, and in regard to the requisite (merely "exile
forpife".) to their personal safety. after their evidence is given.
"The proceedings at the late trial have rendered it too clear that the ac-

count of these combinations, Wiven thirteen years ago, still applies to them.
It is sufficient to observe, that in that trial the prisoners were charged with
eleven different crimes committed during the continuance of a strike-in-
chidinc the murder ol a spinner on the streets of Glasgow, and twvo attempts
at fire-raising; arid that, although the evidence, in the opinion of the jury,
ffailed to connect the prisoners with the more aggravated of these charges,
yet they were all fully proved to have been committed by some person con-
nected with, and in the interest ot; the combination.
"When such powerful means of intimidation are. at the command of, and

unscrupulously utsed by, the ruling committees of trades unions, it will not
appear surprising that the vvast utnIoisunecd terror should prevail among the
workmen who find themselves exposed to the assaults or violence. of these
formidable conspiracies. This, accordingly, is orie of the most remarkable
features of the case; and the one which is most alarrninz, both in a moral
and legal point of view. It was stated on oath by the sheriffof Lanark-
shire, at the late trial. 'that it was wit/s the utmost di/fJiculy that witnesses
could be got to come forward to give evidence against the combination;
and that he 2Cas obliged to meet t1/ers ii. the igiqht, at diftreat obscure places,
in orcer tO. take their depositions and that as 5077 as these were deliver-
ed, the wvitnesses were, att their own request, put in jail, to protect them from
violenc in which five of them lay fi7r fiv6 ?noniths, till the trial came on.
They rcjtiqired to be assured of protection by the court, in the strongest and
rmost soleaii manner, before they could be brought to speak out; Rnd the
result lhas been, that they nmuist all be sent. into exilofor 1ife, as note of them
Could remain awith safety in this country."
Such proved to be the ocean of conijecture into which I was launched,

to be tossed about. from one wvave to another, by the mistaken though kind-
ly-mearit qualification of your denial of mnv request for information.

rr~o nwalke ulp for the lack of this object of my desire, you renewed your
present-of an article of which I was not particularly in want. Close uipon.
the heels of your denial of the former, comes a largess of new ;' respectful"
suggestions-or, more properly speaking, reproachful suggestions; for in.
this shape do they present themselves this time: tthus furnishiing a continui-
ation of that chain of illustrations, commenced in vour first letter,. of the
danger,. aireaidy remarked upon by me with reference to it, which attends
the first step in such aproceeding as yours. Your first letter begins only
in tihe design to make me acquainted with a report; then comes a " respect-
fIuF sulare.stion; anid now, at the very beginning, as itwere, ofyour second
Letter, come sugtgestLons, not of what 1. ought to do, but of what I ought to
have done.

Bowing, as in duty bound, to censure cast by so legitimate a hund, I am
nevertheless internally upheld bythe secret consciousness that the step which
l am thus charged wvth halving onitted could not have been taken, even
had my post been occupied by one more worthy of aCtiDg under your di-
rections.
The step thus retrospectively suggested by you, in connexion with the
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hope which, spontaneously kindled in your enthusiastic bosom, had expired
in the. cold presence of my inglorious inaction, was an " immediate inves-
tigation;;" which investigation, more definitely expressed, meant an " ex-
aminntion of the hg-book and crew ;" and this examination was to be ef-
fected by me, in one of two ways, to wit: either "through the Captain
General of the island," or " by" my "down authority, and the intervention
of the commander of the American vessel of war now in the harbor."

All very simple and obvious ! Quite after the fashion of the new Joe
Miller instruction for filling a vessel to move by steam:-Big boiler in the in-
side, two big wheels on the outside; tit them together " by the intervention,
of" certain pistons, &c., &c.; kindle a fire under the boiler; and away she
goes. Had this process for obtaining evidence against a slaver but been
inparted to the world in time for the use of the Governor of Manuritius, he
might have been induced thereby to flatter himself awhile longer than the.
"1 ten years" during which the slave-trade prevailed tinder his nose, "; as
plain as the sun at noon-day," that he might accomplish something, stop-
ping short of the " strong expedient" of the Ashantee variety. But beauti-
fully simple as the thing may appear upon, paper. it would, like so many
other instructions that hive been drawn up, beginning with the celebrated
piticl-of salt method of fowling, prove, upon trial, to be of no practical
value, owing to the want of sufficiently precise directions for the various
intervening, processes which are to establish the connexion between those
prescribed bV the instructor.

In the present case: how, for instance, was the boy to get near enough to
the bird to deposite the salt upon its tail? How was the consul to get hold
of the log-book and crew," or of either of them?
Why, nothing simpler. There were two several processes, either of which.

could not fail: one is defined as " through the Captain General ;" the other
as " by the consul's own authority, and the intervention of the commander
of the American vessel of war."
Of these two processes, let us ptarsue-the details, step by step; this beingg:

the only wvay to ascertain whether any process can work at all in practice.
We will begin with the last defined.

Supposing the jurisdiction of the American consul to be absolute in rs-
gard to everV vessel entering the port of Havana under the American itag,
it must evidently be restricted to them. As ail officer, he has no right to
set foot oil board of another. The second process presupposes, therefore,
that any vessel to wvlich it may he proposed to apply it, has entered the
port under the American flagr. H[ad the "s Venus" done so, the course of
the consul would have been so plain, that perhaps ino suggestions fromn his
Britannic Majesty's commissioners would have been requisite to make him
enter upon it. Bant wvhat was the fact in regard to her flag? Th1e possi.
bility of his doing this was so obvious to those concerned, that, had hiis
Britannic Majesty's commissioners brought with them to this place the bets
ling propensity, (which is said to be even more common among their coun-
trymen thatin it is among those of the constil,) they wvould have experienced
no dilfiicltv whatever in obtaining a wager, at any odds, that the cc Venus"
would not return to this port under the American flaw. And so it happen-
ed; as, indeed, it wvas positively knowza-just as well known, and just as
soon), as the fact of her return to this coast-that it would happen. It was
known that she had returned under the Portuguese flag, and tinder the
name of " Dtiquesa de Brqganuza." By a strange fatality, too, as if it had
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been fated that no circumstance should be wanting which could possibly
enhance the flagrancy of both the absurdity and the disingenuousness of
this proceeding on the part of the British commissioners, one of them (the
judge commissioner) happening to have honored the consul with avisit at
his office, at the same time that he was receiving one from a British mer-
chant (Mr. Morrison) of this city, (which time was about eight hours prior
to the delivery of their first communication on the subject,) the latter men-
tioned the fact of the Venus having returned to this coast under the Portu-
guese flag, and also her new name. The effect produced by this disclosure
upon the judge commissioner proved it to be an altogether unexpected and
unwelcome one-a most vexatious slip of the tongue, on a subject upon
which they had been conversing; and the feelings of awkwardness into an
exhibition of which the surprise betrayed him, were but rendered the more
distressingly potent by the mode adopted to conceal them.

This fact of the change of flag was aFprior so extremely probable, from
every circumstance bearing upon the question, that, in the opposite scale,
nothing existed but the merest possibility-such as would not weigh a fea-
ther in the conduct of any man upon any subject. Unaccustomed as lie is,
however, to rely. even in a case affording a presumption of this sort, upon.
one hearsay merely, when opportunities exist for further inquiry, the coIn-
sul availed himself of these; and the result was, to satisfy his mind as com-
pletely in regard to the fact of a change of flag, as in regard to that of the
identity or he vessel. That the Venus tas noow under the Portuguese flag,
and called. Duquesa de Braganza, was not a bit less generally or less surely
known, than that the Venus had got back from Africa. Officially speaking,.
however, there yet remained a possibility-for the contrary had not been
officially ascertained-that the vessel was still under the American flag, and
had been reported as American to the boarding officers. As she had enter-
ed in the night, this was the only way in which her national character could
have been disclosed. In an unofficial way, this object presented no diffi-
culty whatever. It was the simplest thing in the world to ask at the cap-.
tain of the port's, and to receive the answer; which proved to correspond
,vith the report, as it was sure to do. Still, this was not officially ascertain-
ing the fact; and it was desirable that I should do so. But how was it to.
be done? Why, nothing simpler, you will think. A letter to the Captain
General, demanding to know under what flagc the Venus had returned to
this port!
To this course, obvious as it may appear, there were, however, several

objections. In the first place, it would, to this extent, have confounded the
American consul with the British commissioners, in regard to the very par-
ticular in which he desired to keep himself in the most pointed contrast to
them. I had been sent here, and recognised here, to act in regard to Ameri-
can vessels; but nout to catechism the authorities in regard to any others-to
a ship, for instance, wvhich, for aught I knew or could know, (bearing in
mind the important distinction which I have taken so much pains to illus-
trate, between notoriety and judicial proof,) might be enveloped in some
vitally important state mystery. Had I written such a letter, and had it
been replied to by the request that I would point out the provision or the
principle which authorizes a consul to exercise a surveillance over any
other vessels than those which show his flagr, 1 should have been no less
embarrassed than it would have chanced to your predecessors to be. had I
inquired of them, on a certain occasion, how it had come to pass that the
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proceedings of American vessels had got under the surveillance of Britigh
commissioners, so as to render it their duty to " report to his Majesty's Gov-
ernment" .advising the American consul of such report) any infractions or
evasions actually committed by those vessels, or supposed to be so, against
the laws of their country. In the second place, supposing this objection not
to exist, or the Captain Geneal to prove so indulgent as to overlook it;
there lay a practical difficulty, wvhich could not fail to arrest me at the very
first step: for it is not easy to see how his law advisers could have failed to
point out to him the necessity of proceeding regularly to work in the mat-
ter,-and precluding all mistake, by requesting me to designate the vessel to
which I referred under the name Venus, and to indicate to him the wit-
nesses who could establish her identity with the Venus that had sailed from
this port under the American flag. In other words, what ground had I for
asserting that the ship which had been reported to the boarding officers as
the Portuguese Duquesa de Braganza, was the same American Ven-us that
had been the talk and the admiration of the whole port a few months pre-
viously? Supposing this balk to have beeu effectuially surmounted-, it must
still be apparent, (to any gentleman of the robe, particularly,) that so inter-
nminable a succession of mountains lay behind, that the only consequence
of my getting over the first would be to render the difficulty. of retreat the
more remarkable. But it is needless to enter upon the consideration of
these, seeing that'the first balk could not he got over. And to this truth,
you, gentlemen,.could not have failed to advert, lhad not your attention been
so engrossed, as it is known to he, by " objects too high,"' and "' convictions
of rectitude too strong, to allow"i any share of it to be thrown away upon
things so grovelling, and considerations so mundane. Had every effort
been made to establish judicially the niere identity between the Vlenis and
the Duquesa de Braganza; and had the Captain General lent himself to
the task with all the ardor that commissioner-zeal could desire, what would
have been the result? Utter discomfiture; unless, indeed, the parties in-
tere-zed should have seen clearly that they could safely venture to indulge
in a little sport-just as the Venus was said to have done with the British
cruisers that chased her on the coast of Africa, by taking in sail to let them
come up a little, now and then. Without such a prospect before them, they
would not have allowed so much as the identity of the vessel to be estab-
lished. You felt sure of it; so did l. But not small would have been my
embarrassment, had I been called upon to produce a good specific reason,
or a hood corporeal witness. to establish it. Such a request would have
placed me in a position even more critical than that in which your prede-
cessors found themselves some years ago, after making the -Captain Gene-
ral "acquainted" with the "report" about theTlexmin slave*trade: for I
should have, had neither judicial incompatibility nor dignity to mount upon;
nor so nmnch even as the pretence to creep behind, that this was calling
upon me " to bring before or prosecute in Spanish courts of justice delin-
quents against Spanish Jaws." Nor would the result have been very bril-
liant, had I, in my strait, essayed to call you. down from your transcenden-
tal cortemnplations, by imploring you to supply me with a witness. How-
ever wide my invocatiAon might have awakened vou to terrestrial realities,
the olzlv one that it would have been in your power to discern, germain to
the question, would have been the fact, corresponding to that wvhereon rest-
ed the oath which, we have seen, wvas taken no longer ago than last year,
by the Lanarkshire sheriff. : that it was with the utmost difficulty that wit-



nesses could be got to come forward to give evidence." If, indeed,.my
power had been such as to enable me to assure them, " in the strongest and
most solemn manner," of protect iopz within the wvalls of a strong jail, so long
as their testimony should be wanted here; that not more thnn five or six
nionths of this state of safety should elapse before the commencement of
the trial; and that, so soon as this should be brought to a close, they should
"all be sent iotW exile for life, as none of them could remain with safety in,
this country; -had it been in my power to give all these assurances, it
is not impossible that a witless or twvo might have been "1 brought to speak
out." But, even if my power had been adequate to the fulfilmetit of all
these conditions am not certain (so liable am I to trotlblesome dtibitations-
all arising, no doubt, fromn my irpl)erfect American education) that it would
have seemed to me altogether reconcileable wvith received (perhaps, at this
moment, exploded) axioms in penal jurisprudence. I do not see under
wlhat aspect such a niode of procuring witnesses against a man's life could
he consi(lered, so that it should seem beyond the ground covered by the
prohibition of bribery as a means to such an end. To procure witnesses
by the promise to keep hemn in jail for an indefinite number of months, and
at the end of this keeping to send thenim " in exile for lite"-all for the pur-
pose of making their lives safe, and all, no doubt, at public expense!-in
what light can it appear to be ary thing else than a bribe 3 This proceed-
ing does certainly, to me, appear to belontrto the class of strongr expedi-
ents;' and althog I do not by anyncais deny that thle necessity of the
case is relldered btronfr enlough to fillly .ivstify it bay the present state of
things ill the island of Great Britain. I amlnnot satisfied tiat I could have
recoilciled it to myself to adopt it uPo'n this theatre.

It is clear, tiler that even this little point-the official ascertainmentof
the absolute truth ill regard to the possibility that the Venuis had returned
as Venus still, and not as a terrestrial D)uchess-wns of a nature to present a

difficulty not altogether beneath notice. As American consul, I could not,
by my "owvn authority," whether exercised directly and alone. or conjoint-
.ly with and through "1 the intervention of the commander of tile American
vessel of wvar," advance any pretension to engage in an "examinhtiori of
the log-hook and crev." until I had previously ascertained the fact, that,
whether Ventus or Hlecate, she was under the American lag. lHad I gone
on board on anly such errand, I Should have most richly earned the recep-
tion which, on1 two occasions in this port, when an American ship-master
canie to ask my advice in regard to a threatened visit frorm a British man-
of-war to takle out one of his meti, 1 have cnjoined it upon him to lbe. tow
upon the, comnmanding otlicer of tite party, to wit: to forbid his setting foot
on1 his deck: and if lie persisted. then to knock him down, and to go on
knockingr down until lie should have cleared his deck or been ocverpownered;
and, ill this latter case. to haul down his flag and come to me. Which in-
lunction, allow nie to add, was given, not tlhrouglh any hostile feeling-for
I could most cordially have extended my hand to the officer at the very
inotnemit of despatching the captain in all haste to defend his ship; but be-
cause I was persuaded t and am still) that one such practical illustration from
a. Yanikee hand, of the nAmerican n ation of national independence, would be
of greater service in attracting to the subject thre attention of the whole
world, and in fixing it upon its proper basis, so that, forever after, not a mid-
shipman in any vessel of the royal navy that floats but would be required
to utiderstand it thoroughly before hie was intrusted with the command of
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a ggthan all the editions of Grotius ands attelL that all the pres eouli
send forth. Most richly, therefore, would i have earned knockingdown,.
had l proceeded on board the incegnita, to inspect her log book-un ssin
deed, I had ascended her side prepared to make a. polite retiring bow upon.
being informed (as any man and every man on the wharf would have told
me I should be) that she was not an American vessel. And. had I gone
alongside to make the inquiry before ascendino, the sailors might have taken
into their heads to talk Portuguese at me, wMich I do not understand; or
they might have asked me, in some language which I do understand, why
1 had not made the inquiry at the captain of the port's, and so saved boat-
hire. The difficulty that presented itself to my addressing him, or any
other of the authorities, on the subject of this vessel, has already been stated.
Upon reflection, however, a mode occurred of effecting the object indirectly,
and by a course which should bear no resemblance to British commission.
er proceedings; which was, to address a note to Don Juan de Montano,
post captain in the royal navy, and captain of the port of Havana, request.
ing him to communicate to me the name and class of every vessel reported
to him, or to any boarding officer under his command, as anAmerican ves-
sel-that is, as navigating under the flag of the United States-which had
entered port during a period which was so defined as to embrace the two
days prior and the two days subsequent to the night on which the Duquesa
de Braganza was known to have arrived; and thus effected my object, with-
out advancing any pretension to obtrude myself upon the authorities for
recognition as an accredited spy upon the movement of the port, or act in
any other capacity than that in which it clearly belonged to me to act-as
American consul.
Upon examination, therefore, the first of the two processes laid down by

you for accomplishing the "9 examination of the log-book and crew,"although
it be evidently an ingenious one, proves not altogether suited to practical
use. Like tail-salting, it is a beautiful abstraction; but the vulgar proper-
ties of organized matter forbid its application. With regard to the other of
the two processes-that "1 through tile Captain General"-it would be su-
perfluous to enter here into a labored examination of its practical merits.;:
seeing that, while considering the applicability of the one that was to pro-
ceed by my own authority, we were led to the necessity of my having re-
course to the Captain General, and perceived what the result would ie, it
cannot be necessary to point out the mode in which the same result would
follow from a dependence of exactly the same nature, only more entire,
upon the same functionary.

Let us inow resume the consideration of your letter. In addition to this
reproachful suggestion of-Ist. what I ought to have done, to wit: accom-
plish the "examination of the log-book and crew ;" and, 2dly, the two
processes whereby it might have been done; you favor me with the speci-
fication of three several points, in regard to which the said examination
scoulo not have failed to elicit." much better information than any you.
"could be expected to divulge."
This part of your letter is proof against criticism. The proposition is a

most logical deduction from the premises; quite as truly so, and quito as
practically applicable, as the antique truth of Greek geometry-that if he
had only been provided with a fulcrum firm enough, and a lever strong
enough and long enough, Archimedes might have ifted up the earth; or,.



as the comparatively modem discovery of French zoology-that."if my aunt
had been born a male, she could not have, failed to be my uncle.'"
Your specification of these-three heads .of.inquiry closes with a statement.

of reasons for believing that the ship's articles had provided that she should
go to Bahia, and that she had never been there. After which, comes your
fear" that, whether transferred or not to any other flag, :' it is indisputable

that a gross abuse has been practised of the American flag."
The only remark which I shall make upon this point, is, that if you only

feared that such an abuse had been practiced, circumstantial evidence has.
less power upon your minds than it has upon mine. I had-no doubt what-
ever upon the subject; no more than Mr. Daniel O'Connell had, that "a
gross abuse had been practised" of the right to walk the streets, in the case
of the man who, " for agreeing to work at a lower rate of wages, was assas-
sinated in the open. day, in the presence of twenty persons." But, cui bono 2
r1'o judge from the way your last head of inquiry is put, and your remarks
thereon, it would seem that-you were under the impression that if the ship
had cleared for Bahia, a sale or transfer could lawfully have taken place
there only; and as she could not have been to Bahia, she consequently
could not have been lawfully sold, nor have been divested of her American
character. Siupposing all .this, premises as well as conclusion, to be true.:
where were the means judicially to establish the mere identity of the vessel
even-the mere fact that this vessel, which had just entered the port. of
Havana, was the same vessel which had sailed from it about four months
before? But where is it written that the sale or transfer of a vessel cannot
lawfully take place at sea?
To my great relief, I now find myself so near the end of-my toilsome

journey-a most. dusty and weary way it has proved-as the closing para-
graph of this, your second and penultimate communication. It opens, too,.
in a tone that was quite exhilirating to hear; affording, as it did, encourage-
ment to suppose that you had been refreshing your minds by a dip into the
fountains of the law: " lt is certainly no part of our duties at this place to
take any steps to vindicate such a violation of your laws." Nothing, cer-
tainly, could have been better conceived or-expressed, barring a few super-
fluous words-e. g., ." at this place," and " such a." Striking these out and
substituteting any in the place of the latter, so as to make it read, " it is cer-
tainly no part of our duties to take any steps to vindicate any violation of
your laws," the proposition would seen not unworthy to have been extract-
ed almost verbatim from the note-book of the most attentive listener to Mack-
initosh's Lectures on the Law of Nations. Judge, then, my disappoint-
ment at perceiving that, instead of a full stop at ", laws," there. was not so-
much as a comma; and that, in the very same, breath, you went on, " nor
have .we any wish to interfere in anV like cases, further than arises from an.
anxiety :to put an end to all such nefarious infringements of the rights of
humanity."

If the art of diplomatic writing has been truly defined as the art 'of cov-
ering paper with sentences that, collectively, shall amount to nothing; and.
if that assemblage of words can be said to amount to nothing, in which
the meaning of the latter half (so far as meaning can be found to it) is di-
rectly the reverse of that of the first, what a perfect specimen of the art have-
we here! A single sentences comprising withinits modest sphere two speci-
mens of perfection: beginning with a proposition worthy of the luminous-
mind of Mackintosh; and this proposition run into another so skilfully, that
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no mark;is-left dt the line of junction . and the whole taken together, is a
production worthy of being ithe;" couronne" prize production of the first
TieWved of themost eminent professor that ever delivered a "'cours de style
*diplomatiquce !" ."
You begin by making me-believe that you have been brought to your

senses, and become sensible that you have nothing to do with the execution
of American laws. Not content with offering me this assurance as to your
actual state of mind on the subject, you go on to present me with something
else-in the shape of ai sort of consequence from it, in regard to your future
conduct; which, of course, I took for granted, was to be in harmony with
this beginning of the sentence.-that is to say, in contrast with your previous
conduct. Give the beginning of this sentence, down to the word "'nor," intclu-
sive, to any man in, the world, save a professor of "style diplomatique," and
ask him what must logically follow after "' nor."' What will be his answer.?
Why, ':nor"-shtall we advance hereafter any pretension to do so. Accord-
ing to the rules of logic, this was the inevitable termination of the sentence.
.Butwhat wvas tVe appendage to this "nor," furnished by your guide-book
on diplomatic style:? Why, that you had not "lany wish/"-(used as synony-
mous. with purpose, as appears from the sequel)-you had not "any wish to
interfere in any like cases, further than" a certain extent ! And what was
this field, to which your interference was thus graciously to be restricted?
Why, it was to extend no further than your ,anxiety to put an mid to all
such nefarious inlfrine~ments of the rights of humanity." And having thus
defined yoursphere of action, you add, as a discouragement to.any further
refusal on my, part to recognise your right to gambol in it ad libiturn, that
our objects are too highland our con action of their rectitude too strong, to

allow us to be turned frorm our course by taunts of any kind.'
- But for the principle involved, this limitation of the field of your preten-

sion, could it but have been accompanied by the certitude that it would be
bona /de observed by you, world have been so satisfactory as to command
my acquiescence. With such an assurance attached, the:pretension would, to
all practical intents, prove identical with no pretension at all; and could it
but have been thus accompanied, the principle alone would have been in
the way of my desire to prove complacent on the occasion. BBut the sttub-
born case would not change its nature, to accommodate my wishes; and
then stood both.-the principle and the uncertainty, as insurmountable bars
to them.
The former difficulty has already been sufficiently expatiated upon. The

latter merits also a consideration . of its particular nature and properties.
The one belongs to the law of nations; the other is of a less abstract and
more practical type. Your " anxiety to put an end to all such nefarious
infringements of the rights of humanity ;" this was to be the limit of your
interference. Thus far, and no farther. Consequently, if there was no
such anxiety, there was to be. no such interference. This was to be the
bargain. Who will doubt-that is, understanding by "anxiety," something
heartfelt, something which impels one not ", to the corners of the streets
that he may be seen of men," but to "¶ shut 'he door,` that he may meditate
effectually on the mission to which he is called-who will doubt that, ta-
-king " anxiety" to mean this, I. might, without risk ofany practical infrac-
tion of the principle which forbade your interference, consent to your in-
terfering, as far as " anxiety" would carry you?

If there were:any such doubter among those who might have followed
-me thus far, the following might, perhaps, be attended with the effect of suf-
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ficiently corroborating previous impressions to convert the doubt into con-
viction.

The Factory Child.

" Yes, our little factory girl is nine years old: she is no longer a child;
she is a dwarfed woman. Her infancy was passed in pining, puling want:
from the first: almost an untended thing-left days and days alone: the
mother denied the enjoyment of maternal sympathies by sharpest penury,
(the fiend that, at the hearths of the poor, now chills, nowv blights, and now
makes stony-hard the human heart,) by keen necessity of out-door toil for
the infant mouth at home. God knows how the child learned to walk.
A short time, and another baby engrosses the few hours (nay, half-hours)
stolen frorn work to lavish on the last born; and then, another helpless
squalid thing; and then, another; and then. our little factory girl becomes
a nurse; and, at six years old, hug(s in her lean arms her half-naked tatter-
demalion brother. She has not strength to carry him, meagre as he is; but
shuffles and stumbles with him along the street: and now she sits in door-
ways: and now in lanes and alleys her infant mind receives the seeds of
future things-if things of goodness, a blessed chance; if otherwise, the
unthinking virtuous throw up their eyes and marvel at the wrong! And
thus the child passes her first nine years of infant life. What an infancy!
Lean and wvitliered, and careworn (yes, careworn !) her baby-countenance
made dull arid colorless, by tile miserable aspects everywhere surrounding
her, she seems as if shte held never been younger; nay, more, that years
could hardly makze her look more old: there is within her face of baby.
hood, so deep a stamp of sad maturity. All the better yearnings of the
heart-the peace, the sportiveness, born and abounding at the hearths of
coinpetence-what hams she known of these? Life to her has been a joyless,
selfish, hungry, peevish thing. Heer home has been the home of grinding
want. At ther fireside, mnan, the lord of creation, has been a serf to the
lowest necessities, and not always a silent alnd unrepining one. How often.
is the brutal husband and the reckless father the horrid handiwork of mis-
ery alone ! Of all the violence, the cruelty, inflicted on each other, by the
miserably poor, how much of it is but time wild outburst of intolerable self-
sudIbrinc! And our little factory girl has seen this ; and the shadow of
the evil has Ihillen tipomi her face.

Ixet ]iS; however, accomnpany the child to the factory. What a bitter
season how the wind howls ! with what a dash the sleet is flung against
the windows the earth is frozen hard as iron ; and the wind cuts blight-
inglly ! snow is on tihe around. It is five o'clock on a January morning:
the child is up ; and, with its scanity covering pulled about it, clescemids
shivering, to the street. Poor little wench ! her blood is frozen under' her
very finderrnails ! her foot too (for her shoes have been patched past further
patching, and yawn in half a dozen places) is galled with a. nasty chilblain,
and she limps most pain fully. 1er father, bound to the same factory, lifts
her upon his beack: anid, clhecking atn oath, groans from between his teeth.
Filhe girl is nine years old ; aind haslf clad, ill a desolaltilia January mornings,
is carried-throulh cold aid darkness carried to work J

*I'me girl is now in the factory. Froin this moment her childhood utterly
ceases: she is bonds-woman to all the cares of.mature life: nine hours
a day is her allotted timne for work; the rbnainder of the twenty-four hours



-to be passed-in -what? In the sports of youth? in the happy, artless recre-
ations of children, to whom even the consciousness of existence is, at times,
a source of the keenest pleasure? An hour and a half is given to break.
fast and dinner; and when we remember the wages earned by the factory
girl, (sometimes as much as 4s. 6d. per week,) and the costliness of the
fiuxury of bread, anu hour and a half for two meals is surely time sufficient:
theyr might, we have no doubt, be eaten (ay, both) in half the allotted time.
There yet remain many hours-hours for what? for the merest rudiments of
education. After nine hours' unceasing labor in the cotton factory, how
elastic the mind! how apt for instruction ! how strong to pore over a book!
how fitted to receive any impressions that shall raise its possessor a degree
above the beast slaughtered for the shambles! The factory girl returns
home; and what can she do but sleep? what should she do. but seek ob-
livion from the noise, the racking noise of engines, the hell of sounds
which she has all day suffered? Who would keep her one half hour from
her miserable bed? Who would lessen the blessings of sleep, since sleep
may sometimes bring to her at least dreams of quiet visions of happiness?
What to her are reading and writing? Let her quaff forgetfulness."

Such is the picture sent to us on this side of the Atlantic by an English
painter! Wretched little mortal ! Shocking and revolting as is the bare
thought of such a metamorphosis; horribly impious as would seem to he
such a desecration of. the noblest of God's works upon this earth, as the
transformation of the little blue-eyed, flaxen-haired maiden, with her " ex-
panded forehead, large and elevated cranium," the future seat of that inscru-
table movement which shall prove that in " this race " the moral feelings
and intellectual powers have been developed in. the highest degree of per.
fection which human nature has ever exhibited, "into a being with a black
skin;" hair short, black, and woolly; skull compressed on the sides. and
elongated towards the front; forehead low, narrow, and slanting; "of that
variety of ftle species which. 'it is fully granted' holds the lowest station ;"--
altogether ineffable as must be the disgust awakened, by stich a proposal,
who. that can dispassionately exercise his reason on the subject, wVill fail to
be convinced that to snatch her from such a doom as awaits the English
factory child, this metamorphosis (beastly as it might be) would be a work of
mercy? Who shall deny that he would be doing a good act, who (could
nothing else be done for her) should places her as a little woolly-headed
Ethiop on the coast of Guinea, ready to be embarked in a slaver; and thus
bliess this living things with a chance, on the one hand, of a speed deliver-
ance from this earthy coil; on the other, of continuing wrapped in it,
where, whatever might be her appointed task, at least would the airs of
heaven ever fan her cheek. the glories of God's creation forever beam in
her eye; lighted tip by that sun whose warmth, making her forever a stranger
to the power of the cutting blast, would, at the same time, ripen that end-
less succession of fruits which was to preserve her forever from the pangs
of hunger!
Wholnow can fiail to be qualified for the task of appreciating the intensity

of your "anxiety," proportionate as this must be to the quickness and the
depth of your symppathies with human suffering? Who that adverts for
;Ian instant to this picture of " the factory child," and knows that she con-
tributes her mite to pamper you im the luxurious sloth of a sinecure, as a fit
preparation for the dignified ease of a pension, to pay which, also, her little
frost-bitten fingers must be spry ;-who that will
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" Look here upon [his picture, hnd on this,"
but must be deeply penetrated with the intensity of that'philanthropic "anx-
iety," which, if your heart

"I
Be made of penetrable stuff-

damned customer have not brazed it so
"That it is proof and bulwark against sense,"

-vou must ever be tormented with, " to put an end to all such nefarious in-
fring-ements of the rights of humanity T'

Buot, whether the nature of your " anxiety" were such as to render the
risk of interference on your part great, or to reduce it to nothing at all, the
principle was still the same; and that principle I could not consent to allow
you to infringe. You give me to understand that you are not to be turned
from your course in this respect. If this means that you are determined to
persist inl getting up, whenever occasion may offer, this wretched farce of
addressingr to me a communication to make me "acquainted with a report
prevalent in this place," then I give you notice that my patience is exhaust-
1ed, and that any and every communication from you shall be returned un-
opened; or, if not at once perceived to be froti you, then, so soon as it
shall be discovered to be so, without my reading a word of it. This shall
be my " course." You shall nIot interfere, in any mode, manner, or degree.
in the execution of any law which it may have pleased my country to pass
for the government of its citizens. So tar as the principle of national in-
dependence is in my keeping, it shall not be invaded in any way, nor to any
extent. Henry Brougham should not do it, were he here in proper person.
lWilliain Wilberforce should not do it, could he rise from the dead to make
the attempt. Think ye, then, that it shall prosper when coming from sti-
pendiaries - No. ! not if war were to come of it. Dr. Channing is not a
more sincere lover of' peace than 1 am. Revencre, whether on the part of
a nation or of a man, is abhorrent alike to my most settled convictions, and
to my most cherished habits of feeling. Interest-that is, mere money, or
property, or commercial gains, on however magnificent a scale-could never
-teigh with mic against the iniseries of wvar; and yet, if 1 could read in the
book of destiny that, by flinging your communications into your teeth, I
should prove the author of the longest war that ever desolated Christendom,
there would be no faltering on my part. No !. not if I foresaw that, in the
defence of my counttry-of that part of it, I mean, which would be chiefly
ek;posed to assault-every matron and every maid would have to arm. Be-
fore I would submit to your pretension, or would meet it when persisted in,
in any other tone than that defiance which I now hurl, my daughter should
make a bonfire of her books and her music; and, bidding adieu to those
pursuits which arc to qualify her for the womanly employment which she
has been taught to look forward to for support-that of training the minds
and hearts of her young fellow-citizens of our magnificent republic in the
same way that her mother, and her paternal grandmother's countrywoman,
(Maria Edgeeworth,) have trained her own -she should dedicate hierself to
the rifle until to her eye and her finger its cunning should be as obedient as
it proved to the Tennessee man who drew the closest sight and touched
the surest hair spring trigger at New Orleans.

I will now pursue this paragraph of your letter to its close. Having ap-
prized me that ",our objects are too high, and our conviction of their recti-
tude too strong; to be turned from our course by taunts of any kind," you
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go on,in the same breath: "and with regard to the United States, in partic-
ular, we would wish to preserve unimpaired our respect for the laws which
have declared the slave-trade piracy. But it is in proportion to the respect
we would wish to entertain, that we should regret to find those laws a dead
letter' and your professions not followed uip and carried into effect."
The utterly illogical connexion by which you string together the different

phrases, or parts of phrases, of which your communications are made up, has
already been the subject of remark. This defect in composition, if some-
times occasioned by the writer's not knowing how to express wvhat he really
wishes to say; is ever discernible in him who has an end in view which lbe
dare not openly and plainly avow. To effect this end, being at bottorn his
only motive for writing, le cannot but say something which shall tend
towards it; while, onl tile other hand, the fundamental rule which forbids
an honest avowal as to what it is that he is driving at, imposes the. neces-
sity of his dovetailing these matters pertinent to his object into others that
are not so, and are used for the very reason that they are not so. Some-
times, and for a very obvious cause, these pilot or file-leader parts are quite
contradictory to those wvliich they are designed to cover the entrance of:
as, for example, your admissions, above examined, that it is no part of your
duties to interfere in tile execution of American la;Ws, used to becrin an as-
sertion of yoUr determination to interfere. At other times their sense is
not contradictory, but merely neutral: so that no one can discover atly re-
lation between the proposition that is pertinent to the disavowed or una-
vowved object of this discourse, and that which is used to usher it in. Of
this latter kind are the twvo sentences nQw before us. The part of then
which is pertinent to your oleject, is that w-hich begins by informing tlue of
the wish which you would indulge (if you could, understood) to preserve
unimpaired your respect for the Amlerican laws which have declared the
slave-trade piracy, and of tlhe regret that you would experience at dis-
covering that these laws were mere empty professions. 'T'his wish in the
conditionial mood, anrd this subjunctive regret by anticipation, are worn-out
formulas for saying, indirectly, that the hope no longer exists, and that the
regret has become a reality. In plain English, the meaning of these phrases
is an assertion on your part that the American ;'laws vhichl have declared
the slave-trade piracy" are not entitled to respect, inasmuch as they are a
mere profession ; designed, of course, for the purpose of imposing oil the
world, and not intended to be obeyed by ouair citizens. This is the plain
IEnglish of the matter. But how is it introduced ? In a plain straight-
forward English wvay? Not at ll,. It is awkwardly shuffled into the
pack; stuck to a proposition, between which and itself there is not the re-
motest semblance of a logicirA connexion. Suppose the Grand Seignor,
after asserting his purpose to keep tip the practice of throwing the handker-
chief, to say "My objects are too higdh, and my conviction of their rectitude
too strong, to allokv tne to be turned from, my course by taunts of any kind;
and wvith regard to Roxana, I in particular,' I will induflge my caprice when-
ever it moves rne " Such a sentence in Constantinople :familiar dialogues"
would not present any very serious difficulty to fliQ student. The order of
ideas is natural; and tie senate of the concluding proposition rmiglt alillost be
ruessed at. rhe logical force of the phrase " in particular," would indicate
that something of tile sort must be the fiate of Roxana. But suppose that,
instead of "I will indulge my caprice," the phrase "4 in particular" were
followed by the words"1 would wish to preserve unimpaired" my admira-
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tion of her grandmother's embroidery. Such a sentence would clearly pre-
sent a puzzle that could be solved by nothing short of the most consummate
Arabic scholarship; and even that could effect nothing more than its gram.
nvatical solution: fbr the highest logical acumen would be baffled in the
attempt to discover the connecting thread between the high considerations
which determined -the Sultan to keep up handkerchief-throwing, and his
wish, with respect to Roxana t" in particular," not to lose his admiration for
hier grandmother's embroidery. The possible existence of a logical con-
nexion between the two things could, at best, be matter of merest surmise;
unless some savavU in eastern matters and customs should be able to
make us acquainted with some part of the boudoir mysteries of an oriental
haremn an allusion to which was involved in the Sultan's speech, and -which
should serve to explain how "'in particular" the wish to keep on admiring
Roxana's grandmother's embroidery had something to do with the lofty
motives on which rested his inexpugnable determination to keep on throw-
ing the handkerchief.
Thus much with respect to the logical merits of the mode selected by you

for giving utterance to this slander upon my country; merits which I should
not have deemed it worth while to bestow a word upon, but for the evidence
which they afford of consciousness of wrong on your part, in regard to both
the end which you proposed to yourselves, and the means to which it obliged
voll to condescend. I will now bestow some consideration upon the slan-
der itself.

This slander embodies two assertions; or, if you prefer it so, only insinu-
ations: first, that the American laws ainst the slave-trade are a "dead
letter ;" second, that they are inere " professions," with which to cheat the
world. rlThe first of these assertions (or insinuations, as the case may be)
has for its subject the actual state of things now existent, with respect to
the observance of our slave-trade laws. The second has for its subject the
existing frame of mind of' the people of the United States in regard to that
state of things.
That a law' is a "dead letter," means that its influence is not at all felt,

or but imperfectly felt, in the community upon whom it is nominally bind-
ing; and this 'may be true in two senses, which are the opposite of each
other. Onie of these is, that the object of the law has been so perfectly ful-
filled as to render a conformity with its provisions so much a matter of gen-
eral habit, that no one thinks of departing from it. The other is, that the
object aimed at by the law is not fulfilled at all: that it is not executed, no
one minds it, and any one may break it who chooses.
But little reflection is requisite to perceive that the state of things corres-

ponding to the first of these modes, in which a law may be said to be a
" dead letter," is rather favorablephan otherwise to occasional infractions of
its provisions. If, for example, it were possible for the suppression of the
slave-trade to be accomplished by the mode now pursuing by the British
Government-the "cstrong-hand" mode, as Mr. Fowell Buxton calls it, in that
glimmer of returning sanity which I have already greeted with due atten-
tion, (which expectation is, in my humble opinion, as rational quite as
would be that of curing a human body covered with chronic ulcers, by
searing them over so as to stop the issue ;)-if this result could be brought
about, what would be the consequence? Why, of course, the British people
would be relieved from the charge of supporting the expensive machinery
now at work, or, if not actually at work, at least kept up ready to go to work
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whenever occasion offers. British commissioners would, of course, retire
upon their pensions; and British sailors would no longer be sent to cruise
on the coast of Africa, when the only thing remaining to be caught there
would be the coast fever. 'Under such a state of things, all treaty stipula.
tions for the right of search; all statute provisions awvarding head-money to
captors; and every part of the machinery, would become a "dead letter ;"
unless, indeed, with regard to the right of search, it should appear politi-
cally expedient to mainttain it in healthy vigor, if for no other purpose than
merely to keep other nations in mind that the British people were so free of
the burden of taxation, that they could afford to maintain the police of the
seas at their own sole charge. Under these circumstances, which presup-
pose the slave-trade to be entirely sLIppressed, and to be a business in which,
as a general rule, no one thinks even of encagingo it is evident that, for
this very reason, an occasional adventurer who should break in upon the
general habit would experience still less difficulty in accomplishing his
enterprise, than attends similar ventures at this moment; although, even

now, with all the preventive service in full activity, the risks are so incon-
siderable that slaves sold here at $250 to $300, yield a profit sufficient to
most rapidly enrich those who engage in the business.

In the sense of "dead letter," illustrated by this example, it is true that
the laws of the United States are a "'dead letter." But he who asserts or in-
sinuates that they are so in any other sense, asserts or insinuates what eve-
ry man woman, and child itl the United States-that is, every one who has
ever had his or her attention awakened to the subject-(for, generally,
they are as little conversant with it as they are with the condition of the
little factory girls, who help to pay British commissioners' salaries and pen.
sions,) knows to lie as stupid and flat a falsehood as the O'Connell Virginia
" breeding-pen lie;" or, as any American sturuporator would utter, who,
finding it to his account to pay that sham in the shape of a patriot-as like
to one of the Emmet order, as a "stuffed Paddy" is to a genuine son of
Frin-in his own coin ; and having become sufficiently a blackguard for
the exploit, (both which suppositions, being derogatory to my country. are
ventured upon for the sake of illustration only,) should tell his hearers that
Derrinane Abbey is a brothel, where a father prostitutes his daughter to any
comer for half-a crown.
On reaching the second branch of your slander, we quit the terra firma

of material occurrences, (any assertion in regard to the existence of-which
admits of being proved or disproved through men's senses:) to mount into
a sublimated region. We have now to deal with human motives. The
question is, whether sufficient grounds are afforded upon this theatre, or can
be collected from any and all the four quarters of the globe, to justify the
imputation upon the people of the United states that their laws against the
slave-trade are a mere " profession ;" that they have enacted these laws, not
with the purpose of causing them to be observed, but (for this, also, is ex-
pressed by the word profession) in the design of imposing on some other
nation or nations.

In regard to the latter idea, I observe only, that, familiarized as your
minds have become with it, in regard to those unfortunate nations where
the people and the Government are different things, and to whom treaty-
obligations might be dictated to pass laws which there was nowhere any
power to carry into effect, and the passing of which, consequently, might
perhaps be, in- truth, a mere "profession," it is not very wonderful that the
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force of habit in dealing with nations such as these should have led you so
far to forget yourselves as to use the same word (flagrant as is the absurdi-
ty of the application) in speaking of the United States of America; where,
compared with the condition of other States, the relations between the peo-
ple and the Government present a contrast not more striking than the defi-
ance which they have together ever hurled at the invader of their sover-
eignty. It is in the nature of things possible that such a republic should have
once passed laws, concerning the enforcement of which she had now be-
came indifferent, and which such indifference alone prevented the repeal ot.
But it is ii the nature of things impossible, that, feeling herself, as she does
feel, to be a match for the world, were it combined against her independence,
she should either put or keep on her statute-book any law, as a mere " pro-
fession."

This, however, is a mere accident to the slander. Its substance consists
essentially in the charge, that our laws against the slave-trade are not ac-
companied with the purpose and the wish that they should be observed.

In regard to a charge of this nature, be the Government against which it
is brought as badly constituted as it may, as little in harmony with the
people, or as traitorously subject to foreign dictation, as you please,-the test
afforded by the mere fact of the extent to which the lav is fulfilled, or falls
short of fulfilment, is an exceedingly fallacious one. Tt may be received in
evidence,and that is all. Its weight too must evidentlydimiilish in exact pro-
portion with the identity between the Government and the governed, and the
freedom of the State from foreign dictation and foreign entanglements ; for,
in exact ratio with these, must be the improbability that any law would be
enacted, except in the intention on the part of the people that it should be
observed.
Of the insufficiency of this test, the cases already adverted to in the course

of this letter, as illustrations upon other points,will servefor this also. Take
forexample the Mauritius case. Hlow apt would a superficial thinker, or a
person regardless of doing inijstice, provided his turn could be served there-
by, have been to consider, or to brivg forward, the fact of the prevalence of
the slave-trade during ten long years of British rule, all the while" as plain
as the sun at noonday." as proof that the British Government was insincere
in the " professions" so ott repeated to the world ; or that it had found it im.
possible to procure officers who could begot to do their duty! Arid yet how
unjust would have beeti the imputation!as Mr. Buxtop so strongly testifies
with regard to both branches of the united service.

But, strongly as this instance may exemplify the important truth, there is
an illustrationofit, in the presence of which a thousand spch would only
be as so manyfarthing candles in the presence of the sun.

It is furnished by the same article in the same number of the Edinburgh
Review that has already supplied me with so many facts exactly to the
points whnchI wished to enforce. The present is so striking, that, although
afraid of exhausting your patience, and exceedingly anxious on my own
account also to get out of this labyrinth in which I have found myself in.
volved, while intent upon explicating the matters so skfilly condensed
within the narrow compass of your communications, I cannot resist the
temptation to dwell upon it.
Among the avowed ends of government, none is more generally profess.

ed than the protection of every man in the enjoyment of the fruits of his
labor. This, it is true, is known to be a theoretic fiction; if notpurely, yet
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to so great an extent, that the practical operation of the least imperfect Gocv-
ernments is such as to present a lamentablylong catalogue of exceptions to
the rule: so that, judging from these results, particularly when collectively
considered, the rule might be supposed the very reverse of thatjust express.
ed, and to be. to rob every man of the largest possible share of the fruits of
his labor. The extent, too, to which any given country will exhibit grounds
for the supposition that the latter is the practical guide of its Government,
seems to be regulated by some law of nature of very uniform operation,- and
to be everywhere dependent, in an inverse ratio, upon the diffusion of poli-
tical power there prevailing. Wherever this is sufficiently concentrated,
the principle will be found in sufficient intensity to have its efficacy attested
by the taxation of the mass of the population'to within an inch of their lives.
And so, in proportion, where circumstances are less favorable to its operation.
So boundless is the field ofpublic service; so innumerable the ways in which
the State may be served, and a title be thereby acquired to a fair compensa-
tion for so doing ; and so manifest is this truth to those charged with the
custody and management of that field, that the only possible objection that
can ever be encountered from them, to the multiplication of the persons em-
ployed under their direction, consists in the difficulty of proportionably in.
creasing the number of the fair-compensations; so that no one shall suffer
in consequence of the admission of co-laborers. The consequence of this
natural illimitableness of tile field of public service is, that the aggregate
fairly earned by-exertion or residence therein will never fall short of the en-
tire amount that may, by the most improved process of squeezing, be extract-
ed from the rest of the community. This, however, applied after they shall
have undergone an indefinite variety of minor or partial processes of the
same general nature; resulting from schemes for the regulation of individ-
ual pursuits, the encouragement of enterprise, and other similar useful ob-
jects, enforced upon the community at the suggestion of the philanthropic
few blessed with a share of political influence. In Great Britain, for in-
stance, where circumstances are supposed to be not the most favorable in the
world to the operation of the principle, and where their merits in this re-
spect have been diminished of late ears, and threaten before long to become
nearly, if not quite, extinct,-not a single man of the thousands who partake
of" Government money" ever touches a shilling that he is not-so bound-
less is the illusoriness of human convictions-believed by himself and by
those who award it to be fairly entitled to ; and yet the result is such as
" The Factory Child," the Edinburgh trial, Mr. O'Connell's speech, and
other corresponding pictures, afford a conception of.

But if this orV among the avowed ends of government be everywhere
a fiction, to the full extent that it may be in the power of the ruling few to
render it so, it does not follow that all their professions must be equally
empty in regard to others; for instance, the protection of every Ynan in the
right to labor. To be truly stated as one of the ends of government, as
government exists in England,-even this would require a great many quali-
fications; for there is a vast difference between the right to employ one's
head and hands as God bestows it, and as it is recognised by the law of.
England. To a certain extent, however, it has, according to the latter, an
actual existence-in a far less restricted shape, too, than in China; and it.
would no doubt be recognised by English lawyers as part and parcel of that
"right of personal security," which, as Blackstone informs us, " consists in
a person's legal and uninterrupted enjoyment of his life, his limbs, his body,
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his health, and his reputation ;" and is ranked by him as the first of the
"9 three principal or primary articles" of those rights wvhich " were formerly,
either by inheritance or purchase, the rights of all mankind. But in most
other countries of the world, being now more or less debased and destroy.
ed, they at present may be said to remain, in a peculiar and emphatical
manner, the rights of the people of England." To determiner the precise
extent t6 which it is recognised as part of the "s rights and liberties of Encr.
lishmen," would be an enterprise of no slight labor, and is not requisite to
the present purpose. It is sufficient to know that something of the sort does
actually exist; that it constitutes part of :" that residuwm of natural liberty
which is not required by the laws of society to be sacrificed to public con-
venience," and to maintain which is " the first and primary end of human
laws." Nor carl this part of the residuuni be viewed as a fictitious quantity;
abstraction having already been made of all such portions of the " power of
acting as one thinks fit, without any restraint or control, unless by the lawv
of nature," as the Government could have anv motive whatever for strik-
ing out. This being done to the fullest extent, some part must remain ; in
regard to which it cannot but be the real, sincere, and earnest desire of Gov-
ernment to fulfil " the first and primary end of human laws," by affording
to it the most perfect and absolute protection. After the bees have worked
and produced, such a thing is inconceivable as to prevent their falling into
the luxurious indolence which might be the consequence of leaving to them
all their own honev. It is conceivable, too, that it' might seem expedient to
support bees of a particular class in their natural propensity, to make the
others conform to certain regulations, whereby the public good should be
promoted, and at the same time the particular convenience of the contriVers.
But, to prevent the honey's being made at all, whether by direct Govern-
ment interference, or by allowing the workers to be stopped and killed by
those who do not choose to work,-this is a design which it would be
the height of absurdity to impute to the regulating power.

This proposition heing, I think, clearly established, I will now introduce
a case which will show that a belief in this titter impossibility would be
forced upon any mind preoccupied with the notion that the non execution
of a lawv justifies the imnputation of insincerity upon the Government from
which it emanates. It will be seen, tthat, if the slightest weight in this re-
spect could belong to the mere facts that a law is infringed, and that the
Government knows it to be so, the mass of testimony afforded by this case
is so absolutely overwhelming, that no earthly escape would remain to the
British Government from tie stig-ira of wilful indifference to the tutter
inol)erativcness of the laws for the protection of its own native subjects, on
their own native soil. in that right, the maintenance of which is pronounced
by Blackstone to be " the first and primary end of human laws;" nay, in,
the most vital of all the vital points of that rightlt-one so sacred that it is
not specially noticed by himi, for the simple reason that an invasion of it
is a thing the possibility of which has not occurred to the imagination even
of one man in ten trillions. To make a slave of a man; to compel him to
work for you, and not for himself: such a thing is, unhappily, too milch
in the way of man's propensities, to be a stranger to the thouqwits of many.
But to obstruct a man in the exercise of his right to work-and this, not for
the sake of preventing his employing himself upon this or that particular
thing or in this or that particular way, hut to prevent him from working
at all: who ever dreamed of the possibility of such. a thing? A by-law
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binding the parties to starve; to look on their wives and children, and listen
to their expiring groans from famine, rather than-take work ! subjecting
each to the penalty of death, if he falter; and this penalty enforced with a
certainly tlat fulfils to the utmost this difficult-requisite to the efficacy of a
penal law Such an 76mpt:rin?7 inf inf? erio as this-such a hell upon earth-
what raving bedlamite ever crouched before the picture of?
And yet this is the picture of a reality; of a reality which it was reserved

to this present age of wonders to produce for the contemplation of man. It
is the picture of Great Britain at this moment. Not a fancy sketch, gene-
ralizing a few particulars ferreted Vut in some obscure corner, which misery,
and vice, and anarchy. had been allowed to make their own, and thus only
snatched from the oblivion into which they were already sinking. Nor is
it an historical paintinagafter the style df Chateaubriand's Atalce, whereby
so true a conception 'of the manners and customs of Indian squaws is con-
veyed ; or of that modern improvement upon Alalce, De Beatumont's Marie,
wvlich presents views so just and accurate, that the only shape in which
they could be emibodied was a romance, that, like Shakspeare's plays,
proves its fidelity to nature by the contempt it shows for all such pedantic
shackles as the unities of tine and space, and corroborates this proof by a
contempt which the B3ard of Avon's courage was not equal to, for cohe.
rence or verisimilitude, in anv of their modes. It is nothing of all this. It
is a literal, prosaic, D)avid Willkie picture of a fact-of one vast, overwhelm-
ing fact; its appalling magnitude coverino- the whole length atid breadth
of the land.

" Tlese associations," savs the Edinburgh Review, " have now become
so universal, and are already so thoroughly organized, that- their efects,
be theyfor good or for evil, mzust be of t11e most extensive kind."
What are "'these associations" whiih "have now become so Universal?"

Why, they constitute a goternzent-the actual, existing Government of
Great Britain and Irelanjd, so far as the "operative" class is concerned;
the U3overnment which, except tlat it does iiot directly interfere with the
processes of tax-extractiing set in operation by the other Government con-
sisting of kingr, lords, and conmmions, is the governing Government for cot-
ton-spinners, and all suelh animals-the Government which regulates their
conduct, and which executes therm when they prove disobedient.'
And of this Government, what are the avowed ends?! How is it con-

stitnted? What are its lawvs? What are its powers? Whrat means does
it generally employ for tnalnaininrt the authority of its laxws ? How does
thle system work ? All these questions are answered by the Edinburglh
Review.
The great. end of the institution is to give practical force to the doctrine,

ihat " the laborer is worthy of his hire." It is to secure to the "operative'
a fair compensation for his lahor.

In the constitution of government adopted for this purpose, traces are
not wanting of the influence of examrjple. As night be anticipated, it ex-
hibits, both in its distri hlution of political power, and in the use m11ade of it, a
Iamily likveness to that "1 matchless" product of the " wisdotn of ages" which

is administered by the superior classes of the same community, (if cornnll-
nity it mav be called.) for their special bettefit. rTlhis species of union is
founded, originally, on the principle of ", universal suffragte." So says the
Edinburgh Review. Whereat the traiisatlaratic dermocrat, into whose
hands the nutlitber has come, cannot bUt prick his ears, and look wilth all
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his might, to see how democracy turns out to work on this partial experi-
mental scale. amid the corruptions and oppressions of the old world. But,
alas it is all a mistake. The " universal suffrage" is there, it is true; but
so is it in the " House of Lords ;" so was it amongr those 'very noble and
aPproved g7ood masterss" who erst did vield the trident. Every trade has
a vote. "In some trades," pursues the Edinburgh Review, "tIte whole
associated wvorkinen form one body: by the votes of a majority of which,
the office bearers and ruling committee are appointed. In others, each
manutfactory forms a meeting of its own, a majority of whomn choose a
delegate, and a majority of these delegates elect the ruling committee." All
purely democratic, until we find out that these "' associated workmen" are,
vith respect to the vaular herd of workmen, a"' select few ;" that the asso-
cialion consists of those individuals who have acquired the right to dis-
charge the functions of a workman of the "skilled or initiated class;" and
that this skilled or initiated class, which is the constituent body of the
rutinr committee, forms but a part of a small fraction of those employed in
all the branichies of the same trade. For instance, "the number of spinners
in Glasoov in April, 1837, was between eight and nine hundred ; and the
piecers and pickers, carders and reelers, dependent on their labor, about
seven times as niany.
One of the first cares of these peers is, of cotirse, to guard against all

inconvenient increase of their own body ; for what inore obvious, as a
means of preventing the wages of a particular species of labor from falling,
thtan to prevent the number of laborers from augmentint ? Tue legal pro-
visions for this object, although, with regard to the ultimate end of the
government, they are like any other mere laws ; yet are, with regard to
their bearinZ upon the constituent body, to be viewed as supplemental to
the organic laws, and outght to be considered in connexion with them, be-
fore descending to those divisions of the subject which are essentially sub-
ord in ate.
"In order to effect this object," (Lthat of " guarding agalinst the influx

of new hands into the trade.") " the trades unions have very generally
laid heavv restrictions upon the admission of any persons to the benefits of
their association. Very effectnal methods. therefore, are taken to acconi-
plish this olbject. A lonr period of apprenticeship is usually required before
the vouting aspirants are admitted to the skilled or initiated class; during
the whole of which timc, the apprentice muist. pay a stated contribution to
the funds of the association. A co;isiderable sun, too, is generally required
to be paid in the narme of entry-mon1ey, by every apprentice or-skilled hand,
for admiission, from any distant quarter." ' in) addition to this, several
trades ha;ve a permnanent system of otB;ringr bowities to such persons as will
leave thE trade and the country altoorether." Iii the regulations of the Glas-
gowv cottorl spinners, they observe thiat another, and perhaps a greater,
cause of the increase of hands in our trade, is the employingi of boys as
piecers. We have thefore our eyes tnyrn, examples of other trades acting
nobly to cure this evil of apprentices, antd it is certainly our paramount
uty]( to use ever method we can sticruest to stop the increase of boy piecers.
Ve; propose to enihodyt-is law in time obligaztion-that no man shlal employ

. boy as piecer, except according to the privilege longro statedin our
rufl(es." In a word, no titia not a mnemuber of the association, however 0-reat
his sl;ill, however urgent his necessities, is allowed to earn his bread by
Jaliinr work ; nor is aniy mantitfacturer at liberty to give employment to any



such man, or to take in an apprentice, except with the consent of the ruling
committee.
One of the direct consequences resulting from this interference with

both classes, masters and workmen, who are parties to the employment and
disposal of labor, is, thatAd the current of labor is forcibly prevented from
flowing out of those channels invhich it is redulndant;7 and the country
exhibits" that extraordinary diversity in the remuneration of different kinds
of labor, which haslong struck foreigners with such astonishment." "1Re-
muneration, on the principle of competition in the labor market, is thwarted ;"
and the effect is to "depress, to it most undue and disastrous degree, the re-
muneration of the more unskilled, but numerous. class of laborers in the
community." " By forciblyelevating at times the wages of the skilled classes,
they have compelled the masters to depress thewages of the more nunier-
ous unskilled class of persons in their employment; by debarring industry,
in general, an accesssto tihe skilled trades, except under very heavy restric.
tions, they have thrown a vast multitude of their fellow-workmen back
upon the unskilled departments, and have lowered the price of labor they
receive, to an extent that has proved, in the highest degree, injurious both
to the habits and welfare of the most numerous class in the community."
In a word, the consequence of this annihilation of that"'7residiuum" of a
male's natural right towork, which, so far as the Government is concerned,
is left him by the common and the statute law, and is by them also theo-
retically secured to him against assault by his1ellow-suhject-is the starva-
tion of Britons by the thousand. For example : -While there has beenno
material diminution in the price of provisions from 181 5 to 1S32, the re.
muneration of the hand-loom weaver has fallen to one-third of what ittl/en
was. Indeed, it is perfectly well known thatthey are generally and pro.
verbially working at I/e starving point; that their earning-s do not exceed
from six to ten shillitngs a wee/c; andthat any considerreble comm-tercial
crisis reduces them to starvation. This deplorable reduction in the wages
of this species of labor, (which, in comparison wvith that of the combined
operatives, may be called unskilled, because it can be learned in a feiw
months,) took place at the very time whenthie cotton-spinnerswere making
from twenty five to thirty five, and the colliers front thirty to forty shil-
linkgs a wee/k." In one instance of the sort,"r at Airdrie, in Lanarkshiire,
in 1S37," being effectually protected by the power of Governmenrt in their
right to labor, "the starving weavers were soon making thirty shillings a
week by working in the coal-minies."'
Of this description are the consequences of the fundamental rule so

obviously requisite for preserving the purity of the ruling body-of that
body which, from its own bosom, selects the few who are to hold in their
hands the destinies ofall-, skilled" patrician, no less than unskillede"
plebeian.
However it may be elected, I/the result is the same. Chosen either by

a single or double election of the whole associated workmen, the committee
of management, originally selected by the equal suiffrages of all, are, in the
end, invested with despotic power. To their decrees or revulatlions, all
,the members of the combination are bound-not rnerely by the oblmg-ation
they cone under on entering the association, btat by the powers and terrors
with which its office-bearers are invested-implicitly, anid without hesitation,
to submit."
With regard to the code of laws of this extraordinary body-politic, we
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will first consider what may be termed its economical part, consisting of the
modes of conduct prescribed to its members or to strangers; and, after-
wards, its penal part, or the punishments. awarded, and the process for at-
taching them, to infractions of the former.

" The regulations laid down by this despotic body, as may naturally be
supposed, are such as are calculated to elevate the price of their skilled
labor-to prevent strangers from ever interfering with it, and to secure to
the different members of the combination their due proportion of the em-
ployinent to be obtained.

"It is generally a fixed principle, that no persons shall be permitted to
work for any. of the masters by whom they are employed, who do not
belong to the association. If an uninitiated workiman makes his appear-
ance among them, and the master insists for his right to employ him if he
chooses, the whole combined workmen in his employment immediately
strike; and he is left, with his new hand, in the midst, perhaps, of some
important operation. Till the obnoxious workman is dismissed, no other
member of the combination is permitted to enter the master's employment.
Thrps the master finds himself unable to go on with his business, or ex-
ecute his orders, while all his brethren in the same trade are getting suc-
cessfully on with theirs; his capital remains unproductive; his workshop
or rnanulactory is stopped ; he becomes liable to heavy penalties and dam-
ages for breach of contract to the persons fromwhomnhe received his orders;
and, in the end,wearied out by a fruitless resistance to a combined body of
skilled workmen, whose assistance is essential to his operations, hle is gen-
erally forced to submit, after having sustained a heavy loss, and, perhaps,
incurred very sei jous responsibilities."

"iI order to secure the monopoly of the skilled part of the trade, it is
usually enacted, by theruling committee, that no master shall employ more
than a small proportion of apprentices to skilled wvorkmen.o In some trades,
he is only permitted to employ one for three skilledworkmen in some,

one for four; in othersi.one for five. In all, however, theproportion of
skillet to unskilled must be verve large. If the master ventures to infringe
upon this regullatiol, or to engage more than the prescribed number of
apprentices,he receives a command frorn the committee of the union to
dismiss immediately the extra hands: and, if he disobeys their orders, the
whole combined workmen in his employment receive notice that thev must

forthwith strike; and the treinbling operatives, wit/i a heavy heart, obey,
and reduce themselves, by their obedience, to destitution."

,,ricle ruling committees also take upon themselves tofix the number of
hours which the men are to labor, and the wvago-es they are to receive. It
would be incredible a priori to what a length, in some trades, their laws
carry this restriction, and how effectually, by a compact,well organized
combination, they can succeed in raising, for a long period, the price even
of the most necessary articles of life. As an example:The colliers of
Lanarkshire, taking advantage of the great demand for iron during the
joint-stock mania of 1835 and1836, issued a mandate that no colliershould
wor!k more than three or four days in the week, and, at the utmost, five
hours in each day.TPhis order was implicitly obeyed by the whole of the
combined colliers around Glasgow; and not only by them, but by the
whclecolliers in Renfreewshire, DUnbartonshire, and Stirlingshire-amount-
ing, in all, to between two and three thousand.' rTlhIe wages which the men were to get forworking betweentwelve
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and fifteen hours a week, varied from thirty to thirty-five shillin rs.' (The
consequence was, that the price of fuel at Glasgow was exacljy doubled,
and so continued for upwards of eighteen months.) .
"The un'iformn practice of the combined Workmneni is to fix a rate below

which, not only no. member of the union, but no. person whatever, shall
work to any master." " The variations in the price of manufactured prod.
uce or the changes in the activity of commercial dealings, are not per-
mitted to have any effect in lowering (whatever they may have in raising)
the rate of wages. The master does not venture to give-the workmen to
take-a lower rate of wages than that fixed on, even although the depres.
sion of trade compels the one to make a reduction, and the necessity of
the other, from his situation, renders him willing to accept it. The de..
spotic committee steps in, even in the most secret agreement between man
and man, and says to the master: ' ThcAtever your necessities or circai.-
stances may be, you shall not give less th/a. a certain rate;' and to the
workman, ' though on the verge.of starvation. you shall not engage y0our-
self for o7ie farthing. less than the prices of the committee.; and, if you
canot get them, you must remain without work altogether.' If he attempts
to take employment at a lower rate, and is discovered, he is instantly branded
as a deserter from the union, or 'Iob,' and exposed to persecution and vio-
lence in many different ways; and if he still continues to work at the re-
duced rate, the whole combined workmen are ordered immediately to leave
the employment in which he is engaged, and the master finds himself
under the necessity of either dismissing liirli, or submitting to the commands
of the committee."

",Another principle which is very generally acted upon by these unions,
is, that the master is not allowed a choice *f workmen, if he requires any
additional hands. He is not permitted to choose those whom he would
prefer, but must go to a certain office, called among the tailors, 'a house
of call,' and there take the first man who stands upon. the list for employ.
mpnt. This principle, is established, it is believed, in London, Dublin,
Edit burgh, and Glasgow, both among tailors and many other trades. Its
levelling and injurious effect upon the real interests of thze wvorkmen, and
the free employment of labor, is sufficiently evident. One main induce-
ment to increased industry, skill, or activity, is taken away, when idleness is
i1 this manner put on a level with indrist-ry, talent with remissness, and
skill with inattention. '

Another practice of thie unions, often most distressing in its conse.
Fquences both to the workmen and masters, is the rule renerallv acted tpaon-
that no wvorkman who does not pay his regular contribution. or who has
proved himself at all refractory to the commands of the committee, is per-
mitied to work in any master's employment."'
Thus much will suffice to convey an idea of the regulations prescribed;

and to some extent, also, of the means of enforcement which are, bv the
reviewer. so blended with the rules, that it is not always easy to separate
them. It is requisite, however, to bestow a further and separate consider-
ation upon the petial part of this strange code.

In regard to it the reviewer says: " When a plan of combination, anx-
iously and systematically contrived to interfere, in so many particulars,
with the free employment and disposal of labor, on the. part both of masters
and workmen, is geiierally carried into effect, throughout the whole kin-
dome, inr almost all the skilled trades, it mnay readily be conceived that a



very powerful machinery unist be required to enforce general obedience to
its mandates. This, however, is not wanlin&g; and the means employed
with this view constitute, perhaps. the most dangerous a d hidden parts of
this system of confederacy. Various methods are resorted to, ii order to
support the authority and enforce the commands of the ruling'commit-
tees." ,
Of these " various methods," he gives the three' most important;
First. "A regular weekly contribution is levied from every, member, ac-

cording to the rite of wages he receives. Tzat of the Glasgow cotton-
spinners was proved, by the books of the union recovered at the late trial,
to have beet half a-ccxovn a week; and on extraordinary emergencies, five
shillings from each man. it may readily be conceived that the contribu-
tions from an association embracin4 several thousand persons, will soon
amnitit, at this rate, to a very large sum."

second. "'In the next place, sore of the trades unions have adopted the
additional security of'compelling all the members to take secret oaths; which
hind them, first, to keep secret the taking of the oath, and, secondly, to obey
in all matters legal or illegal, the will of the majority, as expressed by the
ruling cormrittee." The form of the oath is: 1., A B, do voluntarily.
swvear, in the awful presence of Almighty God, and before these witnesses,
that I will execute with zeal and alacrity, as far as in me lies, every task
or injunction which the. majority of my brethren shall impose upon~me in
furtherance of our common welftire; as the chastisement of nobs,,the as-
sassination, of oppressive and tyrannical masters. or the demolition of shops
that shall be deemed incorrigible; and, also, that I will cheerfully contrib-
ute to the support of such of my 'brethren as shall lose their work in conse-
qtience of their exertions against tyranny, or renounce it in resistance to a
reduction of wares. And I do further swear, that I will never divi4lze the
above obligation, unless I shall have been duly authorized and appointed to
administer'the samne to persons making application for admission, or to per-
sons constrained to become members of our fraternity."-

Trlle reviewer. after giving some striking illustrations of the efficof-
the oath in defeating all legal proceedings against " atrocious crimes con-
nected with combirlation-conspiracies," proceeds to the third, " last, and
most powerful engine' for maintaining the authority and enforcing the
commanlds of the rulig committee terror and intimidation-the most
effectual means of iIIflulenicing mankind. This branch of she system con-
sists of two parts. In the first place, the cajoling, molesting, threatening,
and assaultinig the new hands, or tobs, who are in any manner acting con-
trarv to the mandates of the committee; then getting tip mobs to terrnif the
refractory hands, and strike a general terror into the whole community:
and if all these methods fail of success, the resource rernihs of appoint-
ini., by secret ballot, ;a SECRET SELECT COMMITTEE' to organize the
Ilefliasof assas.sin.fatig tMe refractory hands and masters, anid settin-g
fire to the mills of sin/ employers as hold ont against the desire of -the
association. It Iortunately'lhappens that all the parts of this most nefarious
system have been completely established by judicial evidence."

Wiitl regard to the practical working, of this new form of government,
the following instance conveys an idea of it tinder its Scottish modifica-
tions-a type which, the reviewer informs us, is comparatively a mild-mne.
It is the Glasgow cotton-spinnllers' strike of 1837, which lasted "from April
Sth to August.l5t, being a period of 17 weeks and 5 days :"
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"' Tro those unacquainted with the details of this manufacture, it is proper:
to premise, that the spinners are the skilled operatives, who, by the aid of
machinery, convert the raw cotton into threads; and that each of them
gives employment to a certain number of women and girls, called piecers,
carders, pickers, and reelers, who perform subsequent operations upon the
cotton twist, and whose employment is entirely dependent upon the prepare.
atory labor of the spinners. The number of these female operatives em.
ployed by each spinner, or to whom his operations furnish employment,
varies from five to eight; and they are instantly thrown out of bread the
moment that the spinners' operations terminate. The number of spinners
in Glasgow in April, 1837, was between eight and nitie hundred; and the
piecers and pickers, carders and reelers, dependent on their labor. about
seven times as many."

"It may readily be conceived what must have been the sufferings of the
operatives during the latter weeks of this disastrous strike. The aliment
allowed by the association to each man, during the latter part of the strike,
was only eighteen pence a week. Such was. the deplorable pittance to
which the deluded was reduced, who refused, or was compelled by the
committee to refuse, during the whole time, from thirty to thirty-five shil.
lings a week ! The condition of the female operatives-the piecers, pickers,
careerss, and reelers-was i finitely worse; for there was wofund whatever
provided for their maintenance; and,from the commencement, they were
thrown UpOn, the streets, without either asylum, employment, or subsistence.
It may readily be conceived what must have been the consequence of six
.or seven thousand women being kept in a state of destitution and idleness
for four months; especially when in close proximity to equal numbers of
the other sex, always trained to disorderly habits by the habitual receipt of
high wages and the habit of frequent intemperance. The necessary conse.
quence was, that crime and inmnorality increased to a frightful de'rree; and
the rapid progress of fever, as well as great increase in the rate of mortal.
ity, evinced, in an appalling manner, howfatal suchL strikes are to the best
interests of the laboring poor."

Upon concluding the details relating to Scotland, the reviewer prefaces
others, elucidating the condition of the sister kingdoms, with the following
*remarks:
"The details which have now been given must, to persons not practi-

cally acquainted with these matters, appear so extraordinary that they
may faith in obtaining general credit; and. being chiefly drawn from one
district of the country, may be thought to be owing to some peculiar malig.
nity which the principle of combination acquires when brought into con.
nexion with the Scottish character. But, from the documents to which we.
are now about to refer, it will be seen that the same evils e:xist to an equal,
perhaps greater extent, both in England and Ireland; and that, in the
latter country in particular, the system has acquired a degree of atrocity,
and produced elects even more disastrous than have yet been. experienced
on this side of the channel."

After giving the details thus introduced, the reviewer comments upon
them as follows:

"But the limits of this article forbid us to enter into further details of the
facts connected with this important question. Enough has been stated to
prove that the trades unions, as they are now practically in operation,
have established: a despotism of the most universal and withering descrip-
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tion over the great body of the working classes-a despotism only the
more severe and oppressive, that it arises from the tyranny of their own
brethren. It was well observed by Sir Edward Sugden, in his speech in
the House of Commons, on the 14th of February last, relative to the cotton-
spinners' case, that no despotism is so severe and degrading as that which is
inflicted by one section of the working classes over the other. Of the truth
of this observation, the proceedings we. have been investigating afford a
memorable example.. The Preston strike, it has been shown, threw at
once eight thousand of the working classes out of employment.- Including
their families, it reduced from twenty to thirty thousand hu2man beings at
once to a state of starvation. The strike of the cotton.spinners and colliers in
Lanarkshire, in 1837, threw at least two thousand five hundred skilled, and
fifteen thousand unskilled, operatives into a state of entire idleness, in which
they were kept, some for four, others for six months. Thus, including
their families, it retained at least forty thousand human beings, during that
long period, in a state of compulsory idleness and abject destitution.

a It may safely be affirmed, that there is no instance in the history of the
world of such a tyrannical act as this beiag carried into effect by the au-
thority of any Government, however despotic. If the Czar Peter, or the
Sultan Mahmoud, had, in the plenitude of their authority, attempted such
an exercise of power, they would have been instantly overthrown. Even
the sanguinary Committee of Public Safety could never have ventured on
such an arbitrary stretch of authority against the industrious population of
the Faubourg St. Antoine; and the long columns of pikernen which issued
from that dreaded quarter whenever the price of provisions, or the cessation
of employment, had grown into an intolerable, height, proved that how great
soever their power was, it had not reached that pitch of being able to compel
men to forego the staff of life. Lord Bacon long ago said that the worst
rebellions are those which arise from the stomach; and it is recorded as
one of the most singular instances of the power of Suwarrow over his fa.
natical soldiery, that he sometimes contrived to get through an extraordi.
nary dearth of provisions in his camp, by proclaiming a fast for four-and-
twenty hours. But what is that, to the power assumed by the committee
ot the trades unions?: They proclaim a fast, not for a day, but for four
months; compel.thirty or forty thousand human beings to remain in idleness
and starvation for that long period; and imperiously command, not only the
members of their own combination, but all other workmen whatever, from.
any quarter, from infringing upon, or interfering with, that state of compul-
sory idleness. This deplorable state of matters, too, is not produced by a
numerical majority of the whole human beings concerned. The skilled
laborers-that is, a twentieth or thirtieth part of the mass-alone are con.
suited; and a majority of them, in the first instance, adopt the fatal step.
After it is adopted, and the committee organized, the power even of that
small majority is at an end. It in itself has fallen under the dominion of
the committee of its own creating, which is in possession of the public
funds; which feels none of the penury shared by the general body; which
is invested with money to hire assassins, and armed with. the terrors of
murder, fire-raising, and vitriolic acid. For months before the strike ter-
minates, the great majority even of the skilled workmen who authorized it,
have come heartily to repent of their folly; they.secretly lament their un.
happy blindness, and execrate the leaders who advised them to the fatal
step; but they dare not venture to give breath in public to these sentiments,
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and, in sullen mournful silence, continue to yield unwvilling obedience to
the mandates of the secret ruling committee. Meanwhile, their families
are reduced to the last stages of destitution ; multitudes are perishingr for
want; licentiousness arises oout of idleness; crime out of suffering ; fever
and pestilence make fearful inroads on a depressed and extenuated poptila.
tion ; until, at length,. the miseries and lamentations of the starving nmultitude
compel the committee to abandon the contest, and permit the joyful. sounds
of industry and happiness again to hekeurd through the land."

Behold, then, the government which, while their " betters" wvere engaged
in taxing them, to provide salaries and pensions for commissioners, to sup.
port a naval force. and to maintain the vast expenditure wasted in countless
ways in the chimerical project of enforcing upon the subjects of foreign
States the extorted concurrence of their Governments in a measure which,
in Englrand itself, had been carried only after a dubious contest of twenty
years, conducted by "ithe single man of his age to whom it would have
been possible to conduct such a strugale through all its ceaseless difficulties
and disappointments :"-behold the government which the operatives of
Great Britain, the " skilled" operatives, have established for themselves, and
over their inferiors ! Well might this reviewer, on presenting such a pic.
ture to the world, express doubt with regard to its "obtainini ,general
credit" in the country even which it depicts; when, such has been the in-
dulgence of its higher classes in what the biographer of Charles Lamb calls
the "taste for oratorical philanthropy," they are reckless zealots in behalf of
so monstrous a perversion of the governmental trust! W ith such a reality
howling around them. what possible excuse for their course, but that in the
pursuit of the preposterous schemes suggested by their sofa visions, they
have become too wrapped to be conscious of what is passing aromi nd them;
and that, if awakened to it, " the details must appear so extraordinary that
they may fail in obtaining general credit ?"

But, in adverting to this spectacle, my purpose was not to make any such
comments upon it. It was simply to show that the infraction of a law is
no proof of insincerity in the Government from which it proceeds. -If such
a theory were to be set up, where would, in the present case, be the escape
of" King, Lords and Commons" from the charge of the most absolute indif-
ference to the reign of murder in the place of law, so long as the authority
of the former should be restricted to the inferior regions of society, and
Blackstone's " first and primary end (if human laws" should be as if it
were not, in regard to vulgar operatives only?

It is clear, then, that, even admitting what, as I have already said, is
known to every man, woman, and child in the United States to be untrue,
to wit: that our laws against the slave-trade were inoperative,-the theory
which alone could afford any countenance to your slander, as an inference
from such a fact. is an altogether fallacious one. But if this theory were
as sound as it is the reverse, still it could not in the present instance avail
you. It could, at best, throw around the calumny a seeming of fairness, that
could hide its brazen face and cheat the beholder so long only as it should
not be dissipated by having turned upon it the flood of light which this
melancholy volume of man's history sheds upon the question.
What says the history of the slave-trade in regard to my country ?
"America," says Mr. McCulloch, in his Dictionary of Commerce, after

giving a sketch of the twenty years' struggle "1 in the British Parliament,"
" America abolished the slave.trade at the same time as Bngland"-the
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daughter, doubtless, treading in the footsteps of the mother ! So, at least,will every British render understand.
And who is it that thus summarily disposes of British-American history,

and, with a single stroke of the pen, draws the parallel between it and that
of the mother country ? Is it some stipendiary. paid to keep up a supply of
the raw material suited to the purposes of Sergeant Talfourd's dealers in";oratorical philanthropy " No: it is a purely scientific writer, in a most
elaborate and carefully digested work, devoted exclusively to commerce,
and designed for the use of the whole English-speaking world. With sucikan illustration of the philosophic caution and scrupulousness that prevails
in regard to America on this subject, who will wonder at the manifestations
of these historic virtues, with which the transatlantic press teems at this
day, no.less than it did, on other points, in the by-gone? Who, for instance,
will experience any surprise at the contrast presented by the truth on the
one hand, and the following picture on the other?

It is of a mani who, by a writer (see Ed. Rev. April, 1838,) peculiarly
competent to enlighten the British public in regard to American affairs and
nmel, is pronounced to have been "a mere shadow" "of JEFFERSON. oneof
the truly great intellects of America ;" while, hadhe only been qualified -by
the most cursory perusal of Jefflerson's published writin-s to express an
opinion of his intellect, he could not but have been aware that if there ever
had been a living- intellect towhich that of TrIEoIAS JEFFERSON actuallydeferred, it was the intellect of that friend, of whom, in the unfinished
posthumous sketch of his own life,he expresses the opinion thathe was the
first man of every assembly in which, after his first youth, he ever sat; and
ofwhoni he adds, " with these consummate powers was united a pure and
spotless virtue, which no calumny has ever attempted to sully." Such, in
the estimation of TuOIMAS JEFFERSON-and not of him alone, but, it is not-
riskinog much to affirm, of a host of others, with GEORGE WASHINGTON at
their head-suchwas JAMES MADISON: he whose intellect is noxw, by iiiii-
versal consent, revered as the creative one of that model-constitution, the
destined influences of which over the fate of the human race are already
seen to be beyond calculation and the principles ofwhich were so far
beyond the depth of the contemporary"'statesmen" of the old world, that,
even after they had been for half a century in the operation contemplated by
the designer, a European traveller has, by general acclamation, been ele-
vated above his countryman MONTrESQUIEU, for acquiring and imparting
little beyond a decent understanding of them. Such was the man,whom
this reviewer (whose lofty European pre-eminence could yet desport in a

friendly parenthetical witticism upon the ignorance, so natural in an Ameri-
can lawyer and" President," as to make it doubtful whether it was his or
" Miss Martineau's" betrayed by the one or the other, in" attributing unity
to this bicomposite personage, Coke Littleton ;" which wvitticism, however,
proves to be the fruit of the reviewer's learned inadvertence to the fact, that
Coke Littleton being but an elliptical name forCo/ce's Commentary upon
Littleton, it was not much more irregular, after mentioning thework, to
speak of thewriter as one man, than itwould be, upon mentioning Black-
stone's Commentaries, to "attribute unity" to the Venerian professor:)
-such was the man, ofwhom this reviewer speaks, as "Miss Martineanu's
friend Madison;" and tells his readers," at the same time, it seems, he ac-

counted for his selling his own slaves, by mentioning their horror of going
to Liberia-a horror which he admitted to be prevalent among the blacks !"
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Here we see " Miss Martineanu's friend Madison" held tip, as one of those

nefarious"dealers in human flesh," to the generous indignation of all " ora.
toWical philanthropists," and of all humane listeners, who, unlike Charles
Lamb, are admirers of such philanthropy. He actually did commit the
atrocity of " selling his own slaves ;" and for this atrocity his apology was,
that they had a horror of goingg to Liberia !" lut what were the facts of
the case? How was it that this sale of " human flesh," came to be con-
nected in the way of cause and effect with the said "Ihuman flesh's" horror
for Liberia? Did Miss Martineau not take the trouble to inquire? or is it
the reviewer Who has not thought it worth while to explain?

And, in the first place, what sort of a country is this Liberia, for which
Mr. Madison's slaves had a horror? Whatwould have been their condition
there, had they consented to the removal' Had these critics upon American
morality but adverted to the fact, the prosecution of this inquiry might
have shed some useful light to their minds upon the true nature of the con-
dition, which these pieces of "human flesh" refused to exchange for that
of inhabitants of Liberia; preferring to be sold lrom- hand to hand in the
former, rather than to live as freemen in the latter.

Liberia is a settlement upon the coast of Africa, which, in Europe, so im
possible is it for the genius of the American people and their institutions to
be there understood, is honestly looked upon as an evidence of American
ambition for colonial aggrandizement. However this may be, and whatever
the ulterior designs to which it is to be subservient, the avowed object for
which it has been formed is that of serving as a receptacle for such free
negroes and mulattoes as may consent to accept a passage to and outfit in
that country ;`Such removal being, by the laws of the States where the in-
stitution of slavery unfortunately exists, a condition to liberation; which
condition, barbarous and inhuman as it may be seen to be by the purer in.
tellectual and moral vision of Europe, rests upon a deep-seated conviction in
the American mind, on a subject that has for upwards of a century been
uppermost in the thoughts of our best and greatest men. That this convic-
tion must be erroneous, scarcely admits of a doubt: seeing that it is in coti-
flict with what is absolutely self-evident to European judges; who, besides
their superiority of intellect and of moral sentiment, possess in so vastly
higher a decree the requisite opportunities for forming a correct estimate of
the consequences that would ensue fromn the experiment of constituting a
democratic state of the white man and the negro in about equal portions.
But, although doubtless a fruit of barbarous ignorance and selfishness con-
joined in men habituated from infancy to the horrible practice of "s dealing
in human flesh," yet the conviction is not the less strong and sincere; and
this will, perhaps, give to the barbarous law of which it has been the parent
some title to a mitigation of the execration that it so deservedly encounters.
Of the intensity in which this conviction exists, the following passage from
the posthumous autobiographical sketch left by JEFFERSON, affords a not
inadequate idea. It will be borne in mind, that it is from the same pen
which, in the year 1778,-the persistence of the British Government in for.
cing the slave-trade upon Virginia having been ipsafactm arrested by the
breaking out of the revolutionary war three years previously-drew the
bill to prevent the further importation of slaves, which passed into a law
"'without opposition," (the King of Great Britain's power to negative being
now extinct,) "and stopped the increase of the evil by importation, leaving
to future efforts its final eradication." Giving, at the age of 77, an account



of the labors of himself and two other Virginians to whom, forty years pre-
viously, had been committed the task of preparing a code of laws for the
new Commonwealth that had then just thrown off the transatlantic yoke,
he says, in regard to "the bill on the subject of slaves," that it" was a mere
digest of the existing laws respectingthem, without any intimation of a
planfor affture and general emancipation, It was thought better that
this should be kept back, and attempted only byway of amendment,
whenever the bill should be brought in. The principles of the amendment,
however, were agreed on; that is to say, thefreedom of all born after a
certain day, and deportation at a proper a.-e. Bult it was found that the
public mind would not bear the proposition." Here it is see that to the
minds of these three Virgrinia abolitionists of the year 1778-long before
William Wilberforce ever dreamed of becoming one-deportation appeared
a natural consequence to liberation. Let us see, now, how it was with the
survivor of the three, in the year 1821. Had his anxiety on the subject
abated? Had his views about the natural connexion between abolition and
deportation. undergone any change? "Nor," says he, speaking of their
plan for the extinction of slavery,"wwill the public mind bear it, even at
this day. Yet the day is not distant when it must bear and adopt it, or
worse will follow. Nothing is more certainlywritten in the book of fate,
than that these people are to be free; nor is it less certain that the two
races, equally free, cannot live in the same government. Nature, habit,
opinion, have drawniindeliblelines of distinction between them. It is still
in our power to direct the process of emnancitation and deportation, peacea-
bly, and in such slow degree, as that the evil will wear off insensibly, and
their place be, pari pass, filled up byfree white laborers. If, on the con-
trary, it is left to force itself on, humnan nature must shudder at the pros.
pect held up. The should in vain loolfor an example in the Spanish de-
portation or deletion of theM6ors. This precedent wouldfallJar short
of our case."
This conviction, "that the two races, equally free, cannot live in the

same government," is the ground of, or the pretext for, (whichever may
best suit European charity.) that law in the States of the Union that are
cursed with the institution of slavery, which renders a colony such as Li-
beria indispensable as an auxiliary to the wish on the part of any citizen to
convert into freemen the bondsmen whom the acts of past generations have
forced upon him the care and the responsibility of providing for. How far
the properties desirable in such a place of refuge are possessed by this par-
ticular colony, may, in some measure, be judged from the quotations con-
tained in Mr. Yuxton's recent w6rk, already so often adduced: " Nothing
can be more delightful than a stroll along the borders of the beautiful fields,
winding occasionally along almost impervious clusters of young palms,
whose spreading branches excluded every ray of the scorching sun, then
opening suddenTy on an immense rice-field of the most delicate pea-green,
skirted by the beautiful broad-leaved plantain and banana, literally groan-
ing under the immense masses of their golden fruit." "Ashmun," says
Mr. Buxton, "who seems to have had a clear view of the interest of the
Liberian settlers, writes to them thus: 'Suffer me to put dbwa two or three
remarks, of the truth and importance of which you cannot be too sensible.
The first is, that the cultivation of your rich lands is the only way you will
ever find out to independence, comfort, and wealth! You may, if you please,
if God gives you health, become as independent, comfortable, and happy, as

b
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you ought to be in this world. The flat lands around you, and -particu-
larly your farms, have as good a soil as can be met with in any country.
They. will produce two crops of corn, sweet potatoes, and several other ve-
getables, in the year. They will yield a larger crop than the best soils in
America; and they will produce a number of very valuable articles, for
which, in the United States, millions of money are every year paid away to
foreigners. One acre of rich land, well tilled, will produce you three hun.
dred dollars worth of indigo. Half an acre may be made to grow half a
ton of arrow-root. Four acres laid out in coffee-plants, will, after the third
year, produce you a clear income of two or three hundred dollars.. Half
an acre of cotton-trees will clothe your whole family; and, except a little
hoeing, your wife and children can perform the whole labor of cropping
and manufacturing it. One acre of canes will make you independent of
all the world for the sugar you use in your family. One acre set in fruit-
trees, and well attended, will furnish you, the year round, with more plain-
tains, bananas, oranges, limes, guavas, papas, and pine-apples, than you
will ever gather. Nine months of the year, you may grow fresh vegetables
every month, and some of you, who have lowland plantations, may do so
throughout the year. Clear your lands, plant your crops, keep the weeds
down; and the most favorable climate in the world, alone, under the direc-
tion of a bountiful Providence, will do more for you than all your toil and
care could accomplish in America."'
This is Mr. Buxton's adopted account of the country, for going to

which Madison's Virginia negro slaves indulged a horror! And no won-
der! Ho1w frightful must their condition at home have been, to permit
any one to entertain the idea that they could ever be brought to consent to
a removal to such a place: let their passage thither, and their settlement
there, be provided for with ever so much care! Deplorable as is the con-
dition of factory girls and operatives in Great Britain, how vainly might
the drum beat among them, from one end of the year to another, for re-
cruits for such a colony ! But, still, how is it that this horror of theirs for
Liberia, could furnish to this "' dealer in human flesh " a pretext for prac-
tising his nefarious trade upon them? What possible conuexion is there
between the two things? These connecting links happen to come under
my notice.
They are such as Adam Smith could have given a very shrewd guess

at, had the two extremes been put into his hands. He would have required
no further assistance than is afforded by his own proposition, that a slave
"can have no other interest, but to eat as much and to labor as little as
possible." Madison inherited a number of tracts of land, with slaves upon
each. He lived long enough to see the daily increasing unprofitableness
of these plantations reach the point of requiring the sale of part of his prop!
erty, to make good the arrears of income. The negroes did not choose
to change masters, and he was averse to selling them. The consequence
was, that land was sold-first one piece, and then another; the slaves mean-
while retiring upon the part that was retained, until his estate finally ex.
hibited the spectacle of an overpeopled country: the women all breeding,
so soon as they reached the age of 14 or 15, and. continuing to- yield an
active obedience to the precept "increase and multiply," until the hand of
time put a stop to it. The population no longer produced enough to sup-
port it. What kind of treatment it received at his. hands, may be judged,
from one fact. His neighborhood, although a remarkably healthy one, waa
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visited by a fever of extraordinary malignity, which broke out among "his
people," as a man's slaves are habitually termed in Virginia. Its nature
was such as to require the free use of stimulants. Brandy and water, or
whiskey and water, would answer; but rich old wine would be better still.
Of this, a plentiful stock had been laid in, years before,.at a period of greater
plenty, to mellow, and correspond in flavor to Madison hospitality. It was
such old Madeira as, transatlantic epicures say, no man knows who has not
crossed the ocean,. and as makes a London alderman's mouth water to hear
tell :of it. Well: as this wine was thought by the doctor to be.yet better for
the pieces of "human flesh," than even good cognac and water, it was. poured
out to them like water. This will convey an idea of the treatment. which
the: "human flesh" received at the hands of this dealer. .But, such things
could not last forever; loath as the master was to part with beings who, even
during the eight years through which the voice of his country had kept
him in the office of President, had never known any other title to call him
*by than the " master Jimmy" which dated as far back as he could recollect,
something of the sort must be resolved upon: for when a population of a
hundred souls, or more, with land a plenty to cultivate, although -indeed not
a little the worse for bad tillage, do not raise bread and meat enough -for
their own consumption, it requires a heavier purse than that of Madison's
was when he had passed threescore and ten, to make tip the deficit. What
was to be done? Were they to be set free, and turned loose upon the
parish ? This had been 'a proceeding worthy of the practical wisdom. of
those who, from their. London ottomans, would instruct the Virginians how
to manage all such matters; but it accorded as little with Virginia notions
in regard to "human flesh," as it did with Virginia law. What then Why,
Liberia! It was proposed'to them. But no: the "amis des noirs," of the
truly enlightened and truly philanthropic class, who, like Miss Martineau,
are so clearsighted as to see that colonization is a mere device of miscreants
who would perpetuate " the traffic in.human flesh," and, like her, commis-
erate the weakness of vision in such well-meaning men as Jefferson and
Madison, which they betrays by not perceiving that 2,000 or 3,000 persons
in eighteen. years is not the rate at which to get rid of a population that in-
creases 60,000 in one year: these true friends of the black man had set
their 'faces against his going to Liberia. They had resolved that he should
be free in America; and, to deter him from emigrating to the land of his
forefathers, was therefore a purpose so holy, that no.fraud conducive thereto
but must be pious. Hence, the minds of the blacks were effectually poi-
soned..against the land which, for their -race,-had been ascertained. by Ash.
mun, and other' such like-' instruments of the. dealers in ":human flesh," to
be a terrestrial paradise. Madison's slaves, consequently, would not listen
to such a- proposition. Every time it was renewed, it found; them but the
more steeled against it. Finally, the alternative was presented to them, to
consent to emigrate to Liberia as freemen, or to be transferred to another
master. They with one voice elected the latter; and the sale of- 'fhuman
flesh" did accordingly take place, to a purchaser approved by themselves;
a native of the same county in Virginia, whon, having removed to the banks
of the Mississippi, had there found a soil and a product which would bear
what, in the days of Adam Smith, it seems, that there were already but two
colonial products.that-couild bear, the expensiveness of-slave labor.
Such is the truth in regard to. the little incident in the life of Madison,

the trafficker in "human flesh," which is so delicately touched on by ithe
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Edinburgh Reviewer !-whether in a manner so dextrous as to have tin-
impaired the truth of Jefferson's posthumous attestation, that, to the con-
summate intellectual powers of the father of the constitution, "wwas united
a pure and spotless virtue which no calumny has ever attempted to sully,"
I shall not pretend to decide.
Of a piece with the fidelity of this Edinburgh Review sketch of one of

America's men, in the relations in which he stood towards the institution
of slavery, is the political economist's historical sketch of America's course
in regard to the abolition of the slave-trade-that traffic which, according
to Mr. Pitt, whose oratory upon the subject appears to constitute Mr. Bux-
ton's favorite reservoir of remarkable sayings, is 4" the greatest practical evil
that ever afflicted mankind ;" while, according to the Edinburgh Review, the
death of that same minister (not his political, but his natural death-nothing
short of that) must now, by " the most calm and impartial judgment," be
regarded as i' the necessary precursor" of any measure on the part of the
Government which he swayed, to put an end to what was by far the most
active branch of the traffic-that carried on by British capital and British
sailors, under the British flag.

" America," says McCulloch, " abolished the slave-trade at the satne time
as England !" But how did this coincidence happen ? How chanced it
that the daughter did, on this particular subject, prove so conformable to
the example set by the mother ?

Her preparation for it had, it must be admitted, been not altogether bad.
About the period in the world's history, (which, to this island in particular,
is especially memorable,) when his Majesty the King-of Great Britain was
engaged in fulfilling that' royal contract entered into early in the eighteenth
century, with his Majesty the King of Spain, for a supply of 144,000 ne-
groes, for this island, at the rate of 4,800 a year, which were to be "seven
palms high, sound, and not aged ;" and allowing "three to a ton," his
Catholic Majesty was to pay for at the rate of " 900 reals per ton ;"-about
this period, when the punctual performance of such royal engagements was
deemed so nationally interesting, that, if Lord Howe's biographer can be
relied upon, Parliament voted £10,000 for the "support" of the "settle-
ments" on the coast of Africa, and plaptain Howe (afterwards Admiral
Lord Howe) was sent there " in the Glory, a frigate of the largest class,"
"to protect the traders;" then it was that Anthony Benezet, the Penn-
sylvania quaker, (one of those pure spirits to whom the corruptions and op.
pressions of the old world were insupportable,'and whose natural field-of
action was therefore in the new,) was engaged in the task of enlightening
the minds of his countrymen in regard to the nature of " the trade," and.
in solving the seeds of that detestation for the institution of slavery, which
fell in so congenial a soil that it required but a few years to make it the
overwhelming public sentiment of the country.

This is what we see, upon casting a glance back as far as the early part
of the last century. Coming down to the period of our Revolution-when,
without ceasing to be of the same race, our fathers parted company with
those who have remained under the rule of "KKing, Lords, and Commons"-
we find that, in August, 1774, upwards of eight years before that Sunday
in the month of November, 1782, when cc Mr. Ramsay, a clergyman, who
was the first, we believe, (says the London Quarterly,) to call public atten-
tion to the subject of negro slavery," happened to have among his audi-
tory (and to plant in that listener's bosom "6 the germe of his future labors



in that cause") the particular individual, of whom the Edinburgh Review
says:

"

The political position assigned to him by his constituency in York-
shire, the multittiv and intimacy of his personal friendships, the animal
spirits which knew no ebb, the insinuating graces of his conversation, the
graceful flow of his natural eloquence, and an address at once the gayest,
the most winning, and the most affectionate, marked him out, as the single
man of his age, to whom it would have been possible to conduct such a
struggle through all its ceaseless difficulties and disappointments ;"-up-
wards of eight years before the occurrence of this wonderful conjunction
of the circumstances, from whose union alone, as thus declared by the
highest British authority, it was within the range ofhluman possibilities
that the British Parliament should be induced, during the present age, to
forbid the slave-trade to British merchants and ships,-a Virginian was pro-
posing to his countrymen an address to King George III, setting forth their
grievances, and entreating him, as he valued the integrity of the empire
committed by Providence to his hands, " to deal ont to all equal and imi-
partial right.". At the head of the grievances complained of, at the hands
of his Majesty, as "holding the executive powers of the laws of these
States," is the abuse of his power to negative the laws of the American
Legislatures; and at the head of the instances of this"'shameful abuse of
a power trusted with his Majesty for other purposes," are placed those
whereby the repeated endeavors of the colonists to arrest the slave-trade
had been-foiled:"'For the most trifling reasons, and sometimes for no con-
ceivable reason at all, his Majesty has rejected laws of the most salutary
tendency. The abolition of domestic slavery is the great object of desire
in those colonies, where it was, unhappily, introduced in theirinfant state.
But previous to the enfranchisement of the staves we have, it is necessary
to exclude all further importations fromn Africa. Yet our repeated at-
tempts toeffect this, by prohibitions, and byimnposit g- dutiesichich.Iniz~lt
amount to aprohibition,have been hitherto defeated by hisAlkjesty's
negative: thus preferring the immediate advanltaes of a few British
corsairs, to the lastiitq- interests of the Amierican States, and to the rights
of human nature, deeply wounded by this in~famlous Practice."

This, in 1774, was already history in regard to that:" tinterrified coin-
monwealth," which, in her earliest infancy, had not shrunk from the vin-
dication of her right before the might of England, whenwvekidedtbytilearm of Cromwell.h

Not two years had passed over, when the following flowed fromn the saine
pen: He(theKing of Great Britain) has acred cruel war agalint huL1n14ia
nature itself; violating its most sacred rights of life and liberly, ini the per-sons of a distant peoplewvho never offendedlimu ; captivatingaind carry-
ingthen into slavery in another hemisphere. or to incuir miserahle death
in their transportationthither. Tliis piratical warfare, the opprobrium of
itIfidel Powers, is the Wvarfare of thechiwitianI Kimn& of' Great ritain. De-
termined. to eep open a market wherenmenshould be bmaltt;tan d sold.he
has prostituted his nucrative for suppressing every le-vislative attemllpt to

prohibit or to restrain this execrable conmmerce. AnIiidt(t his asseniblo-kre
of horrorsmlighlt Walt no fict ofs istingullished(lie, lie is now Oxcitingtliose
very people to rise inarns among us, and to p rchaso thait libertyatwl, ich

lie has deprived them, by inirderiuggthe people on whom list also obtrud d
theni : thus payingof l former crimes committed,gtauist the liberties of
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one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives
of another."

At this time the war of. the Revolution was fairly begun, and the coasts
wverelined with King George's fleets, which put an end to' trade of every
sort, the slave trade included; except that new branch of it which consist
ed in stripping the estates of the attainted rebels of Virginia and the Caro-
linias and Georgia of their laborers, and transporting these to the West
India islands, there to enjoy, upon the plantations of loyal officers, or those
to whom loyal officersmight dispose of them, that liberty which 'royal
rproclamations held out as the reward for cutting as many rebel throats as
possible. Nevertheless, although thus suspended through the operation of
war, the slave-trade was notleft to the effect of its casualties solely. In-
1778, (four years before Wilberf6rce heard that sermon from Ramsay., on
the subject of negroes, which " planted thegerme of his future labors in
tVe cause," and nearly ten- years before those labors. commenced,) a bill to
prevent 'all further importation of neigroes was introduced into the Legisla-
thre of Virginia, and' "passed without opposition;" thereby giving the
force of law to the"1 resolution to discontinue the importation of slaves,"
which, four years before, amid the excitement caused by the Boston port
till, and the anxieties attendant upon the impending struggle, had signal-
ized the first proceedings of that convention, which,upontie dissolution of
theLegislative Assembly by the royal governor, was selected by the people
of Virginia' "to consider the state of the colony, andparticularly to ap.
point delegates to a general congress of all the colonies"-that same Conti-
iental Congress which asseinhed at Philadelphia in 1774, and then, nearly
two years before it threw off all allegiance to the British king, responded
to the ":resolution of the convention of Virginia," by the " resolution not
to import, or purchase any slave imported, after the first day of Dece'mber
in this year, and whollv to discontinue the trade."
The year 17S7, which was sigyrialized by Mr. Wilberforce's undertaking

that "cause, by his labors in which he is ihe most extensively and perma-
rnently known," is memorable also. in world history, for the labors of that
convention which resulted in the formation of the existing Union. and the
establishment, by the free sUffrages of the people of thirteen independent
States, of a Government as essentially different from any of the chance-
beootten institutions under which humanity had hitherto groaned, as MAN
is diferent frotn the monsters that peopled the earth's primeval slime: that
Government which is equally admirable and striking as an attestation of
the improvement which our race had undergone, and must forever con.
tinue to exhibit, whether it be considered in the political wisdom evinced
in its structure, or in the patriotic intelligence ofwhich its adoption by the
separate action of the people. of thirteen distinct States was a manifestation,
far surpassing any yet afforded by the annals of miiankind.

in these thirteen States, the iustitution of domestic slavery lhad, during
their colonial dependence, been generally recognised; aend the efforts made
to arrest the increase of that l)ortion of the polnlation. had been defeated by
the tyrannical prostitution of the King s negative to' promote the temporary
commercial profits of a few traders residing at l..iverpool and other ports of
England, at the expense of'" the la-sting interests of the American States."
In the greater nutimber of these, how ever, it fortmnatelv remained inconsid-
crable. Btit five of them, at the head of which stood Virginia, with a popn:-
l.tion nearly doubling that of the ne't larc st State; depended altogether



upon slave-labor for those agricultural products which constituted their onlywealth, and the extended cultivation whereof could alone give value to that
virgin soil, of which the boundless expanse invited the planter to make his
children rich by sending them forth, each with a rang, of new hands,
which the liberality of transatlantic merchants would have supplied with-
out stint.
The allurement, however, proved ineffectual; and the very year (1788)

which, on one side of the Atlantic, witnessed Pitt and Sir William Dolben
engaged, from the beginning of May till the 7th of July, " in their struggles
to pass the bill for regulating the transport of slaves"-merely subjecting the
English traders to " regulating" restrictions-when, such was the philoso-
phical indifference to this subject among the Oxonian and Cantab states-
men of the old world, that, according to the London Quarterly, " Charles
Fox went grouse-shooting, while Pitt," " in a House of forty one members,
one more only than a quorum," was engaged in the strenuous exertions
which were crowned by the passage of the bill '; by only thirty-five votes in
a sort of Rump Parliament ;"-the very year which witnessed this contrast
of apathy and zeal on one side of the ocean, saw, on the other, the planters
of Virginia, and the Carolinas, and Georgia, making a voluntary offering
upon the altar of their country, of a portion of that national independence
which they prized so highly-deliberately surrendering, for the general wel-
fare, a part of the right of self-government, of which each was so jealous,
and subjecting themselves forever to an express inhibition to, admit any
more slaves after a limited period.

Already, for the period of ten years, had this inhibition been imposed upon
Virginia by her own act. Nor would it now have been made prospective in
thts gener-:J law binding upon all the States, but through a concession,
which, as a means to un11)animity in the adoption of the Union, was made to
the two southernmost States, which had suffered greatly from the incur-
sions of loyal forces on the water side, and, on the other, of those scalping-
knife allies, against the employment of whom the thunder of Chatharn had
vainly expended itself; and, in consequence of this double visitation, had
suffered a double drain of that agricultural population on which the malig-
nity of their clinmate to the white man renders tlhein entirely dependent
one stream flowing to the Indian maize-rounlds on their southern andwest-
ern borders; the other to the scarcely more remote loyal sugar-colonies, to
the population of which the Virginia tobacco-plantations, no less than the
rice-swamps of Carolina and Georgia, continued throughout that war, as
they were destined subsequently to doill thact which is known among us

as the" second 'var of independence," to contribute not infrequent quotas.
Virginia had, so soon as her action on the subject was freed from the

trammel of the royal negative, obeyed the dictates of her longcherished
convictions; barring, by a law of her own, the door against African impor-
tations, in long anticipation of the period when it might again be thrown
open by the return of peace. But Carolina and Georgria thought it unwise,
by binding themselves to the same interdict, to destroy the possibility of
supplying the void thus produced in theiragricultural laboring class.

In what light the subject presented itself at the time, is shown by the fol-
lowing, remarks, made in the convention of the State of North Carolina
to whom their fellowvcitizens had confided the trust of deliberating upon
themerits of theproposed union, and of the Governmnent Which it was to
establish; and of deciding the momentoLus question, whether that State
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should or should not become one of its members. These remarks were
uttered in July, 1-788, the very month of the very year, when, (so insignifd-
cant did the subject appear to the transatlantic public mind, even with re-
gard to enactments for " regulating" the slave-trade,) :Fox and Burke, (so
says the London Quarterly,) though they had originally spoken& for the bill,
(Talfourd's "oratorical philanthropy !") did not think it worth while to stay
in town to vote for itq;" and, consequently, Fox went his way a grouse.
shooting, leaving the bill to be disposed of by a rump of forty-one members-
at a time, too, when its fate there was so uncertain, as it may be presumed
to have been from the indication afforded by the vote in the House of Lords,
where the most strenuous exert i ns of the prime minister, who "kept Par-
liament sitting with no other 1;.iness before it," had just been able to ac-
complish nothing more than th, passage of the same bill "by a majority of
two ;" and this, after " many amendments," which "were technically fatal"
to it.
At this very same time-one year before Wilberforce "first proposed the

abolition of the slave-trade to the House of Commons"-in the little town of
Hillsborough, in the State of North Carolina, the convention, deliberating
upon the adoption of the present constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica, had under consideration that particular clause which conferred upon
the General Government authority to prohibit the importation of slaves after
the year 1807. Upon the demand of one of the members for an explanation
of this restriction of that power to the period subsequent to the year 1807,
Mr. Iredell said: I1 rise to express sentiments similar to those of the gen-
tlemnan from Craven. For my part, were it practicable to put an end to the
importation of slaves immediately, it would give me the greatest pleasure;
for it certainly is a trade utterly inconsistent with the rights of humanity,
*and under which great cruelties have been exercised. When the entire
abolition of slavery takes place, it will be an event most pleasing to every
generous mind, and every friend of human nature; but we often wish for
things which are pot attainable. It was the wish of a great majority of the
convention to put an end to the trade immediately, but the States of South
Carolina and Georgia would not agree to it. Consider, then, what would
be the difference between our present situation in this respect, if we do not
agree to the constitution, and what it will be if we do agree to it. If we do
not agree to it, do we remedy the evil? No, sir, we do not. For, if the
constitution be not adopted, it will be in the pourer of every State to con-
tinue it forever. They may or may not abolish it, at their discretion. But
if we adopt the constitution, the trade must cease after twenty years, if Con-
gress so declare, whether particular States please or not. - Surely, then, we
gain by it. This was the utmost that cold be obtained. I heartily wish
more could have been done. But as it is, this Government is nobly dis.
tinguished above others by that very provision. Where is there another.
country in which such a restriction prevails? Wire therefore, sir, set an
example of humanity, by providing for the abolition of this inhuman traffic,
-though at a distant period. I hope, therefore,*that this part of the constitu-
tion will not be condemned, because it has not stipulated for what it was
impracticable to obtain."

Mr. Iredell added to what he had said before, that "the Siates of Georgia
and South Carolina had lost a great many slaves dwiug the war, and that
they wished to supply the loss."

This limitation, to the end of the year 1807, of the restriction upon the



powers conferred on the General Government in regard.to the slave-trade
which limitation formed part of the restriction,. asit was imposed at the time
the Government was originally devised in 1787 affords the explanation of
that coincidence in point of time, between the legislation of Congress and
that of the British Parliament, which is sostated by McCulloch, as to impress
any reader with the notion that the former was the fruit of the latter-the
result ofthe spirit of imitation on the part of the daughter, watchful of the
struggle going on in the bosom of the parent, and yielding a. conformity to
her example.

"America abolished tbeslave-trade at the sametime as England !" Yes,
theact of' theBritish Parliament bears date. the 25th of March, 1807; and
that of the American Conoress, on the 2d of the same month of the same
year. But what reader o?theabove* sentence, coming in at the. close of a
sketch of that twenty years' struggle in the British Lords and Commons,
which the Edinburgh Review pronounces Wilberforce to have been the only
man of the age who could have brought it to a successful issue, would
ever divine that, to all intents and purposes, (above all, when-considered in
its relations to a struggle of that nature,) the American law. hadpassed-her
measure of abolitionhad been agreed upon before Wilberforce had -made
.the first move by which that twenty years' struggle was brought on?

But, although restricted in this one particular, the General Government
of the Union was left free in all others regarding the slave-trade. Before
the year 1808, it was precluded from interfering with the importation-of
slaves into such of the States as might.see fit to allow it; but, in all other
respects,. itspower over the subject was as unlimited'as that of the British
Parliament, if it be allowable to compare two things-so entirely dissimilar
as a government constituted in such a manner that its action must neces-
sarily be a true exponent of the general sentiment'of the nation, and one
composed of a detestable sham, under the name of a representative body,
tacked on as an appendage to another, consisting of hereditary wisdom and
patriotism; thegeneral action ofwhich could never have for its aim any
other thanthatwhich is too well understood at tile present dayto require men-
tion, and the particular action of which on any one subject might be deter-
mined in favor of any scheme, however wild or iniquitotis, by the desire of
the ins or the outs to conciliate the favor and purchase the votes ofhalfa dozen
" members,"representing(!) perhaps not as many hundred electors.
The use made of the authority thus vested in the truly ," representative"

government, which I have thus been led to compare with the transatlantic
sham that passes under the same name, is seen upon our statute-book and
inl.the decisions of our courts.

Simultaneously, almost, with the.establishment of the American Govern-
ment, was a measure oil the part of Spain with regard to hei colonies, which
afforded a test to the sentiment of the people of the United States with re-
gard to the slave-trade. To the contract between. their'two Majesties,
whereby, in the early part of the century, his Britannic Majesty engaged to
keep up the supply for his Catholic .Majesty's possessions, of Africans " not
less than seven palms in height," succeeded other contracts in which the
place of his Britannic Majesty was supplied by private individuals-among
whom the most conspicuous place seems to have been occupied by the
house of Baker & Dawson of Liverpool, within whose field of operations
this island was placed by a royal order of .]786. Some' years after this,
however; although the negroes were delivered by these contractors at the

I.21 E125.]



moderate price of 155 dollars, it was deemed advisable to abandon this sys.
tem of privileged, for that of free, trade ; and, accordingly, the Canary islands,
together with San Domingo, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, were thrown open to
the vessels of all nations bringing slaves. Here was an inviting field to the
enterprise of New England ship-owners and mariners; and the commercial
skill which has raised them to such eminence in. other branches, would no
doubt have rendered them formidable competitors of the Liverpool traders in
this lucrative pursuit.

But this temptation proved as ineffectual tonavigating New Enngland,
as that of obtaining for her emigrating sons to the. rich alluvionsof the
west a plentiful supply of hands at 100 to 150 dollars a headhad proved
to planting Virginia. In March, 1-794-not a yearafter the votes by which
the House ofCommons rejected, not only a proposal for abolishing the slave-
trade, but one also for cc restricting the number of slaves to be annually im-
ported into our own -colonies," and then another 9"for prohibitingthe em-
ployment of British capital in the introduction of slaves intoforeign settle-
mzents;"-nearly two years before the time when the philosophical indiffer-
ence to the subject still prevailing, "a body of Wilberforce's supporters,
sufficient to have carried the bill for abolition, were enticed from their places
in-the House by the new opera of the 'Two Hunchbacks,' in whicha con-
spicuous part was assigned to the great. vocalist of that day, Signor Portu-
galls ;"-three years before the period when he encountered "9a defeat more
signal than any of those which he had hitherto endured ;"-ten years before
the Lords defeated, for the second time. the bill after it had passed the Com-
mons; and upwards of elevenVears before "the House of Commons of 1805,
receding from the former resolutions, rejected his bill,"-their own bill, twice
sent by them to the Lords ;-on the 22d of March, 1794, a law, passed with-
out opposition, went into effect, involving an exercise by the Government
of the United States, of the whole authority vested in it with regard to the
slave-trade. The American Congress did the very thing which the British
Commons at the very same period refused to do; they "hprohibited the em-
ployinent of" American "1capital in the introduction of slaves into foreign
settlements." Nor was the prohibition confined to American capital; it em-
braced all capital and labor whatsoever, whether American or foreign; and
forbade its employment for that purpose anywhere.within the jurisdiction of
the United States. This law is still in force; and it would be difficult to find,
in any code, one more anxiously or skilfully framed.
The prohibition established by it applies to "any citizen of the United

States, or foreigner, or any other person coming into or residing within the
same."

It is, that no such person "shall, for himself, or any other person what-
soever, either as master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise
prepare any ship or vessel, within any. port or place of the said United
States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to -sail from any port or place
within the same, for the purpose of carrying on any trade or traffic in
slaves, to any foreign country; or for the purpose of procuring from any
foreign kingdom, place, or country, the inhabitants of-such kingdom, place,
or country, to be transported to any forei-cu country, port, or place wvhat-
ever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves."
To enforce this- prohibition, it is provided-Ist. That any vessel fitted

out " for the said purpose"' shall he forfeited to the. United States; 2d. That
every person so building, fitting out, equipping, loading, or otherwise pre.
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paring or sending away, any ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the
same shall be employed in such trade or business, contrary to the true in.
tent and. meaning of this act, or anyways aiding cr abetting therein, shall
severally forfeit -an~d pay the sum of two thousand dollars-one moiety
thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the
use of him or her who shall -sue' for and prosecute the same; and 3d. A
penalty, to be sued for and distributed. in the same way, of two hundred
dollars for each and every person transported in violation of this prohibition.
The act, contains a further provision, having for its object to prevent a

violation of the prohibition on the part of foreign vessels, by retaining a

control over their employment after they may have left the jurisdiction of
the United States. It is: that in the case of suspicion, on the part of any
citizen, that a foreign vessel is intended for the slave-trade, and the infor-
mation on the subject being deemed satisfactory by the officers of the cus-

toms to whom it may be communicated, the vessel shall not be allowed to
clear, until a satisfactory bond shall be given that none of the natives of
Africa, or of any other foreign country, shall, within nine months, be taken
on board, contrary to the true intent of the prohibition.
The questions of construction, arising in prosecutions under. this act,

have been decided in a manner evincing any thing but a bias towards par-
ties acting contrary to its spirit. Thus, although the acts of preparing a
vessel,and of causinceher to szil, are essentially distinct, an information
describing both acts in one count has been twice held to be sufficient. 'In
another case, it has been.decided that, to incur forfeiture, "it is not requisitethalt.the vessel should be completely fitted and ready for sea; the right of
seizure attaches as soon as the preparations have proceeded so far as clearly
to manifest the intention." So with regard to the penalty of two thousand'
dollars, for building, fitting out, &c., any vessel, or anyways aiding or
ahetting'therein, it has been decided that "ithe forfeiture attaches under the
preceding article. where the. original voyage is commenced in the United
Slates, whether the vessel belonged to citizens or to foreigners, and whether
the act'is done ,Qno jtre, or by an agent, for the benefit of another person,
who is not a citizen or resident of the United States:" and further, that
taking the vessel to a foreign port, and there making a sale to a foreigner,
aind commencingr a new voyage from that port, "1does not break the con.
tinuity of the original adventure," but leaves the party in the United States
sui bject to the penalty, just the same as if the vessel had gone direct from
the United States to the coast of Africa.

This is a. fair specimen of the action of the Government of the United
States, by laws and judicial decisions; the former of. which succeeded each
other from 1794 to 1800: IS03. S07, iSIS, 1819, and 1820, as experience
snagrested newv provisions for the complete efiectuation of the object of
utterly disconnecting the country, its citizens, and its residents, in all pos-
sible modes, with the slave-trade. These laws bear upon their face the
impress of that sincerity, and that directness of purpose, so naturally.char-
acteristic of the laws of a country where legislation on any subject of mo-
ment cannot be anght else than the expression of the general opinion and
sentiment, adopted and formed withthe deliberation which cannot but pre-
cede them in a community where every man has a voice.; where the doc.
trine of passive obedience, whether to kings or to majorities, is unknown;
and where the authority of the State itself, and the correlative duty of obe-
dience or conformity on the part of the individual citizen, are understood

AIS2 [ 125 ]



and felt to rest upon a compact to which every citizen is a party, with all
the rights inseparable from that relation-a compact which enjoins it as the
paramount duty of every citizen, that, in the exercise of his share of politi-
cal power, he shall not aid in any unnecessary violence to the interests, the
opinions, or the prejudices even, of any other; and the practical influence
of which is, that, in exact proportion to the interest which any question may
excite in any portion of the community, is the consideration shown for it in
the formation of that general sentiment,-a conformity to wvhich, on the
part of the minority, who may not concur in it, is universally understood
and felt to be the necessary price of the harmony and peace of societyunder
the least imperfect of the forms inwhich the imperfection of human nature
allows it to exist. These laws every individual in the country is free to
denounce any infraction of, to authorities that dare not, if they had the dis-
position, omit any step towards its punishment; their pecuniary penalties
are so heavy, and so distributed, as to afford the strongest incentive to vigi-
lance, on the part of every individual capable of being quickened by the
prospect oflucre in the discharge of the dutywhich every man in a repub-
lic owes to thelaw; and the country is one, happily, where no man is
afraid to speak out, and no necessity exists for bribing him with the promise
of personal safety, within thewallsif a prison, to be exchanged, at the ex-
piration of an uncertain term of months, for the reward ofs -exile for life."
Thus much in regard to the pointsPresented by your two first commu-

nications. They might be dilated upon much further; butwant of time
to spare to the subject admonishes me to dismiss them, and to proceed to
your third and last communication ;-that which has ledme to engage in a
task which I should so willingly have avoided, and all necessity for which
I had indulged the hope of having precluded,bythe reception given to
your first essays in this line.

In this third communication, besides the proposal, conveyed in your own
language, which has already been thesubject of comment, I am favored
wvith an extract from the "Despatch from her Britannic Majesty's principal
Secretary of State," in the following words:"Thetw o Governinieldts hav-
ing, by the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent, mutually engaged to each
other 'to use their utmost endeavors to promotethie entire abolition ofthe
slave-trade,' it seems perfectly consistent with the respect whichthe agents
of each country must feel for the other country, that they shouldnot only
themselves act in strict accordance with the spirit of the engagement which
their own Government has contracted, but that they should furnish to the
agents of the other Government any informationw hich may be calculated
to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish thecom-mon purpose."
To judge from the juxtaposition in whichyou have placed this extract,

with the proposal that I should accept the post of informer-generalagaaiisBritish subjects, it would seem to have been intended as an argument to
justify the proposal. If it is to be so considered, miy answer to it is already
given.
To judge of its meaning by its own terms, the design of the writer

would seem, however, to have been sornewhat different from the purpose
to which you have applied the passage. It seems to have been intended
as a vindication of the respectfulness of the step taken by you in addressing
to me your communication of January last, upon the general ground that"
it seems perfectly consistent with the respect vhich the agents of each
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country must feel for the other country, that they should" " furnish to the
agents of the other Government any information which may be calculated
to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish the corn.
nion purpose." And this general proposition is presented as a logical infer-
ence from the stipulation contained in the treaty of Ghent, whereby, in re-
gard to the " total abolition of the slave-trade," it was " agreed that both the
contracting parties shall use their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable
an object."
How far this stipulation warrants the deduction here made from it, I will

now inquire; and then I will examine how far, supposing the general
proposition to be a sound one, it can afford justification to that course oil
your part, in defence of which it is brought forward.
To any mind in the slightest degree conversant with the principle of

national independence in its simplest applications, it is evident that this
stipulation does not confer upon either party a shadow of right to interfere,
in any mode, manner, or degree whatever, with the other, in the means
which she may see fit to employ for fulfilling the object on her part; which
proposition, however, requires one qualification,-that those means shall not
be in violation of the received principles of international law. For instance:
that, under the plea of " best endeavors to accomplish so desirable all ob-
ject," one of the parties shall not effect the conquest of weaker States, or
establish over their Governments a control irreconcilable with those fun-
damental principles, and with that state of things, the maintenance of which
is of paramount importance to the world. But, with this one qualification
only, the proposition is self-evident. The stipulation does not, in the
slightest degree, abridge the independence of either party, in regard to her
action upon the subject. It leaves her free to pass her own laws, and to
provide for their execution, by her own exclusive action; and confers no
right whatever upon the other party to interfere with that action.
One right it does confer upon both parties, and one right only, to wit:

that the other "sshall use its best endeavors." The only particular in
which this right is susceptible of qualification, regards the precise nature
and extent of the action thus made obligatory upon the several parties.
Among the limitations in this respect, necessarily attaching to any covenant
of the sort, between whatsoever two parties, (provided these hlad a title to be
considered to be within the pale of civilization,) one obviously is, that the
endeavors to which each should be deemed to be bound should not be of a
character inconsistent with the general principles of civilized government;
and the same protective limitation must evidently apply, also, to any par-
ticular principle that might be held sacred by one only of the parties.
Hence, the obligation, although mutual, could not be absolutely identical
in its details, as applicable to either party, unless they should chance to
possess governments exactly alike; for, unless such an identity should exist,
measures might be rightfully expected from the one, which it would be un-
just to require of the other. For instance: the " expedient" adopted by the
Governor of the Mauritius shows that, although "strong," it was not abso-
lutely inconsistent with the principles prevailing in Great Britain with re-
gard to the rightful exercise of authority over British subjects; it would,
therefore, not be unreasonable in the Government of the United States to
expect that, among the " best endeavors" to which that of Great Britain is
bound, it should freely use, through her colonial Governors, the " qxpedi-
ent" of sending culprits to the Old Baildy " for trial." But it would be altos



gether unreasonable in the latter to expect of the former to use any
means of corresponding alren~gth: seeing, that in the catalogue of acts of
Tyranny charged, in the declaration of independence, against the King of
Great Britain, is that of having "combined with others" (the Lords and
Commons) "for transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended of
fences;" and that this referred to an act of Parliament, which, two years
before, by the same pen, had been thus commented upon in the proposed
address to the King: "By the act for the suppression of riots and tumults
in the town of Boston, passed also in the last session of Parliament, a mur-
der committed there is, if the Governor pleases, to be tried in the court of
King's Bench, in the island of Great Britain, by a jury of Middlesex. The
witnessess too, on the receipt of such a sum as the Governor shall think it
reasonable for them to expend, are to enter into recognizance to appear at
the trial. This is, in other words, taxing them to the amount of their re.
cognizance; and that amount may be whatever a Governor pleases. For
wfio, does his Majesty think, can be prevailed on to cross the Atlantic, for
the sore purpose of bearing evidence to a fact? His expenses are to be
borne, indeed, as they shall be estimated by a Governor; but who are to
feed the wife and children whom he leaves behind, and who have no other
subsistence but his daily labor? Those epidemical disorders, too, so terry.
ble in a foreign climate: is the cure of them to be estimated among the arti-
cles of expenses, and their danger to be warded off by .the alinihty power
of a Parliament? And- the wretched criminal, if he happen to have offend.
ed on the American side, stripped of his privilege of trial by peers of his
vicinage-removed from the place where alone full evidence could be ob-
tained-without money, without counsel, without friends, without exculpa-
tory proof-is tried before judges predetermined to conidemn. The cowards
who would suffer a countryman to be torn from the bowels of their society,
in order to be thus offered a sacrifice to parliamentary tyranny, would merit
that everlasting infamy now fixed on the authors of the act !"
Nor is the difference in the details of this obligation, as it attaches to the

parties respectively, necessarily confined to fundamental points, of the na.
ture of that just adverted to. It may extend to others, such as the proper
principles to be observed towards other nations; or to matters of secondary
importance, such as the mere expenditure of money. In respect to the lat.
ter, for instance: our Government might, from its very constitution, be irre.
sistibly predisposed on all occasions to a magnanimous prodigality; and
have it in its power to indulge the propensity, without stopping to enter into
a miserly comparison of the two sides of the account, for the purpose of as.
pertaining whether the resulting benefit was. in certainty and degree, com-
nensurate with the inconvenience experienced by those who provided the
means for the expenditure: while, on the contrary, the other party to the
agreement might be constantly subject to an equally effective bias towards
a vulgar parsimony, through the impossibility of its engaging in any ex-
penditure of the substance of the people over whom it was intrusted with
the power of taxation, without a rigid inquiry, justifying it under every
aspect in. which its rightfulness could come in question. In such case, it
would! clearly be no less unreasonable and inconsistent with the trueispirit
of the stipuhltion, for the liberal Government to-require of the other tQ keep
pace with its lavish expenditure, than it would be for the latter. to-insist
upon the Cormer's placing a curb upon its own generous spirit, in order that
the penuriousness wth which it was in contrast should not be putto shames
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A corresponding difference might be occasionedby the character of the two
Governments,with reference to the rest of the world. One of them, forex-
ample, might be so constituted that its course towards foreign nations should
naturally exhibit always a strict conformity to the maxim," Peace and hon-
est friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with none;" while apro-
pensity directly the reverse of this might belong to the character of the
other. The former might be known to be ever governed by the idea that its
businesswas to attend to the concerns of its own people, and not of any
other; that, if it regulated the conduct of its own citizens, and maintained
their rights, its office was fulfilled; and that its duty, both to them and to the
rest of mankind, alike dictated a total abstinence from all intermeddling in
the concerns of other States, and that these should be left to manage their
own affairs,-the Government dealing With its subjects, and the subjects with
the Government, according to their respective notions of right andwrong,
and their respective means of control. The latter, on the contrary, might
be known to be confirmed in the habit of considering itself the ordained re-
gulator of the affairs of hurmanity at large; so that, in the distribution of its
attention over the vast sphere of action belonging to it, but a small share
could be allotted to the condition of its own itnajediate subjects, so long as
any topic connected with"'the rights of humanity" should exist; in respect
to which, the composition of other Governments might be beneficially mod.
ified, or their action advantageously influenced in anyway; whether by di.
reacting and quickening it, or by assisting its operation, by taking part in the
execution of the laws they migbt be prevailed upon to pass for the regula-
tion of their subjects. It is undeniable that a difference of this kindwould
afford just ground for one between the exertions that the parties might sev.
erally be required to make towards the object in regard towhich their best
endeavors had been mutually pledged. The Government distinguished for
its contracted views, might, without laying itself open to the charge of dis-
appointing any expectation that could reasonably be entertained from one of
such a character, limit its endeavors towards the abolition of the slave-trade
by other Governments, to declarations of its own conviction and sentiments
with respect to it upon all fit occasions; and to the influence of its example,
in faithfully maintaining the authority of laws truly calculated to prevent its
own citizens from taking part, directly or indirectly, in the traffic; or from
facilitating it on. the part of others. Moreover, as the maintenance of laws
of this kind is particularly expensive, and as this expensiveness increases in
a geometrical ratio with the distance of the theatre upon which infractions
may be committed, it follows that their absolute maintenance, soithat unpun-
ished violations of them shall be altogether unknown-an impossibility to
any Government, with regard to any law-cannot be reasonably counted
upon: above all, from a Government which, besides being one of those to
whom "strong expedients" are forbidden, belongs also to the parsimonious
class, that are so cramped in regard to the faculty of disposing of the fruits
of the people's industry, as to be. under the necessity always of justifying
any exercise of it, by showing that it has not been abused, either through
the inherent worthlessness of the end, or through its being of too uncertain
or too costly accomplishment; VWith. regard to a Government of this re-
stricted nature, all these considerations concur to set limits to its obligation,
which have no existence for one whose nature impels and allows it to. spurn
at, al, such restraints; and whilst the former, through. its considerateness of
expense, and. other. causes, might, without criminality, fall: somewhat short of
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the utmost attainable perfection in the maintenance of its own laws, the lat.
ter might, without injustice, be expected to act a very different part, and not
only. to exercise all its influence in directing the legislation of other coun-
tries, but also to volunteer to enforce their laws: to this end, covering the
sea with her cruisers, and the land with agents of all sorts, regardless of cost.

But, after making every such qualification of it, the right resulting from
this stipulation still remains to each of the parties. It is a right that the other
" shall use its best endeavors ;" and although it does not by any means fol-
low from this right, that either party should possess that of interfering in any
manner with the other, by pretending to take part in either the enactment
or the execution of her laws, it does follow that, if this obligation be unful-
filled by either party, a further right does thereupon attach to the other, to
wit: the right to charge her with faithlessness, in the face of the world; and
to resort to such other measures as the power of the agrieved party may
render practicable, and the extent of the injury may warrant.
This right, " the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent," quoted by her Ma-

jesty's principal Secretary of State, does confer upon the British with regard
to the American Government, if the latter prove unfaithful to the obligation
thereby incurred. But it confers no other. That stipulation does not, in
any manner, affect the independence of the two parties. It leaves it absolute
and intact as before; and confers upon neither the right to advance any
pretension, or so much as propose even to take part, either in the making or
in the executing of the laws of the other. Above all, does it not afford any
ground for any proceeding of the sort on the part of subordinate agents re-
siding in a foreign country, and accredited there for a special purpose only,
towards other subordinate agents, who, although accredited to the same au-
thorities, are not placed, and, from the special character-of the former, can-
not possibly be placed, in any official relationship with them.

But, admit for a moment this proposition of her Majesty's principal Secre-
tary of State to be incontrovertible ! Does it afford any justification of the
course pursued by you? Not the slightest. Anxious as he appears to have
been to cover your position, he could not venture upon a proposition broad
enough to afford it even a shadow of protection. What he says amounts, in
truth, to nothing but a disclaimer of intentional disrespect, thrown into the
shape of an unsound argument that no disrespect was shown. The dis-
claimer may be accepted; but the fallacy relates to a point too important to
allow it to pass unexposed.
What is it that to the principal Secretary "seems perfectly consistent

with the respect which the agents of each country must feel for the other
country ?" Why, that they should, on either part, " furnish to the agents of
the other Government any information which may be calculated to enable
that other Government more effectually to accomplish the common purpose."
Admitting this to be true, what is the thing to be furnished ? It is "infor.
mation ;" and this information must be of a particular kind. Under this rule,
even, you could not, consistently with the respect which the principal Sec-
retary says you "must feel" for my country., offer to furnish me with any
information, unless it were " calculated to enable the Government of the
United States more effectually to accomplish the common purpose."

Manifestly fallacious as the Secretary's principle appears to me; and ob-
vious as is, to my. mind, the duty of denying to it all influence whatever, in
any determination I might come to in a case of the kind; yet I can conceive
cases in which the nature of the "information" commune icated, and all the



circumstances attending the communication, would afford conclusive evi-
dence of that sincerityof purpose, which, however misdirected it may be,
ever carries with it its own title to a respectful and friendly reception. But
the present case, unfortunately, is not of this class. To furnish the Ameri-
can consul at Havana with" inforrnatioun," which there might be a possi-
bility of his not possessing, and truly" calculated to enable" his Govern-
ment to make it a basis of action, would be one thing. ro make that same
officer" acquainted with the report prevalent in this place," is another, and
a very different thing; so-different, that. to be sensible of the difference, it
fully suffices to bestow one's consideration upon the naked act itself, without
adverting to the various adjtincts, in the shape of suggestions and hopes,
with which you judged proper to garnish it. And this brings me to the
speculation into which, upon the occasion of showing that your object in
addressing these communications to me could not possibly be that which you
avowed, I announced my intention to venture,with regard to what really
was the object at which you were driving. The task is, indeed, a super-
fluous one; seeing thatmy opinionOn the subject cannot but be already
sufficiently disclosed. But, as the speculation has been promised, 1 will
give it.
The belief then. which every thing has conspired to force upon my

mind-which no single circumstance exists to weaken-is, that your com-
munication was addressed to me without the remotest expectation that your
making ne ",acquainted with the report prevalent in this place" could, lby
any possibility, conduce to any useful end regarding the subject; and that
the occasion was seized by you, to get up, for stage-effect at home, a display
of zeal and efficiency, the hollowness of which could at that distance alone
fail to be seen into, and to excite the ontempt proper to such exhibitions.
This, however, was a consideration which they could not be expected to be
otherwise than regardless of, whether at home or otl this remote theatre,
whose bosoms could feel comfortable under such a burden as the conscious-
ness of being parties to the little game of patronage here exhibited to admir-
ing eyes. So long as the object of getting up a show of efficiency, to cover
the sinecure reality, could be accomplished, it mattered little what people
here might think. Nor, although the primary, was this the only end
which the occasion might be made to serve. It wvas a favorable one to pun-
ish the United States for having so pertinaciously resisted the entreaties of the
British Governmerntto flatter andconciliate the influences which had acquired
such predominance over the action of its own place-holders and place-seekers,
by the one concession of giving its consent to the plan constituting its navy
the grand high constable of the seas, and becoming a party to the, grant to
it of the right of search. This punishment might be inflicted in the shape
of the calumnious imputation, which your diplomatic skill taught you "re-
spectfully" to present in the friendly guise of suggestions, hopes, and regrets;
and, besides the gratification of the feeling which prompted it, who could
tell but that the chastisement might be attended with the-further advantage
and glory to the actors, of subduing the stubbornness upon which it was ex-
pended ? It was accordingly ventured upon; and if you are not by this
time satisfied that the act was one in which you displayed greater valor
than discretion, it is because my humble powers do not correspond to the
good-will which will ever animate me upon such an occasion, whether the
slander cast at my country come from the hand of an underling sine-
curist, or from that of the principal Secretary of State.

9
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If, as circumstances would seem to indicate, you really did indulge, whiTe

hazarding this-step, in the delusive notion that expedients of the sort could
be attendedw ith the effect ofextorting from the Government of the United
states the oft-denied privilege of searching the vessels of its citizens, this
would only be an additional proof of theutter misconceptions which yet
prevail with regard to us. Could the people of Great Britain bult be as free
from alliniquitous taxation, as they ever will remain from that for which a
pretext would be afforded by the consent of the United States to place them-
selves under the pupilage of the British Governnient, and to have their
laws, whether on land or at sea, executed by the agency of the British navy
or of British commissioners, Mr. Hurme's occupation (in one field, at least)
wouldbe gone; forthe condition of his countrymen- would, in that respect,
leave nothing to be desired. The right of search! You do not understand
us; this is but too plain. Why, if through some extraordinary combination
of circumstances, the administration of the Government of the United States
shoulId chance to fall into the hands of a man disposed to enter into such an
arrangement, it would still be as far as ever from its accomplishment. To
present forthe consideration of the Senate, a treaty subjecting American
vessels to search by the officers of a foreign Power-and, above all others, of
Great Britain-would transcend the daring of any man, unless he were so
far insane as to covet the distinction of impeachment. Such an idea could
find a harboring-place in no American brain but that of a lunatic ; and that
the reverse should be counted upon by a European, only proves how little
Europe understands America. The truth to which I have pointed in re-
gard to the cause of the impossibility of a conflict in the latter countrybe-
tween law' and public opinion, applies with no less force to the subject of
national independence. In European countries, this is (except when some
very extraordinary crisis may have arisen to throw thepeople into unusual
excitement) a vague abstraction, which, to the common mind, appears as far
above its own proper region of thought and sentiment, as the King's judi-
cia! ubiquity, or his more general exemption from fallibility. Like these
attributes of majesty, independence is something which concerns theGov-
.ernrnent, and withwhich the subject has nothing to do. Far different is
the -case in my country. There, national independence is an object familiar
to the thoughts and dear to the heart of the citizen-a sacred heir-loom,
handed down from the generation of '76; thehistory of the acquisition of
which, and the dutyof transmitting it urnimpaired, is among the first les-
sons of the infant mind. It is seen to be a part of that self-government,
which (the dearest inheritance of the people) belongs to them; cannot be
invadedwithout grievously wronging them ; cannot be alienated without
enslaving them. Not a man in the country, however little he might have
thought upon the subject, but would perceive, at a glance, that the most
atrocious usurpation ofwhich the public servants could be guilty, would be
that of presuming to grant away to any foreign Government any right to
take part in the exercise of the powers confided to them. Not one but would
feel it as an injury to himself, personally-the attempted robbery of a treasure,
whereof he knows and feels himself to be one of the rightful owners. How
could this fail to be the case in a country where, instead of the King's birth-
day, or the Queen's birth-day, it is the birth-day of INDEPENDENCE that is
celebrated; where every man's and every woman's earliest recollection of
the discharge of artillery, or of martial music, or of the firing of crackers
exists in indissoluble association with the FOURTH OF JULY? The two



wars in which the nation has been engaged, (I say the two, because the war
with France has left no national impression,)-how are they distinguished,
think you? As the first war of INDEPENDENCE, and the second war of
INDEPENDENCE! When we buried the hatchet at the close of the last,
great were the rejoicings! At the return of blessed peace, no people ever
showed more joy; and, amid the thousand ways in which this displayed
itself, were heard congratulatory addresses to the Chief Magistrate of the
Union, from the cities whose long silent wharves resounded once more with
the hum of commerce. But even at that moment, INDEPENDENCE was not
forgotten. Glad as they were to bury the hatchet, they were not unmind-
ful of the duty of markihg the spot, and of freshly inscribing the causes
which might command it to be again dug up. Witness the following ex-
tract from the answer of the President-the same '" dealer in human fleshh'
who, upwards of twenty years after, was guilty of the atrocity of " selling
his own slaves"-to one of these addresses:

"4 Acandid review of the trials to which our country has been exposed: and
of its conduct previous and subsequent to the appeal to arms, will always
do equal justice to its love of peace and its energies in war; to the stability
of its political institutions, and threatening shocks, and the public spirit
which animated, and was in turn cherished by them; to its respectfor the
rights of other nations, and its firmness in asserting its owon.

" The present generation, in disregarding temporary interests, when
brought into competition with essential ri'thts and national character, the
only foundations of lasting prosperity, has emulated the wisdom and the virtue
of that which bequeathed to it the blessings of FREEDOM and INDEPEND-
ENCE; and it will have the happiness of handing down the precious trust,
with additional security and hlstre, to the generations which are to follow."
By a singular coincidence it has happened, that, while engaged in writing

these remarks, I have received abbundle of Washington newspapers; upon
opening which, the first thing that has caught my eye is an article headed
" international laic-Brazil," on the subject of an occurrence at Rio in
April last; which has recalled to mind one of precisely the same nature, of
which, in the same month of last year, the same place was the theatre. The
first in order of time is thus narrated in an American paper of June 11
1838,containing news from Brazil to the latter end of April, brought by the
American ship Mogul: "A good deal of excitement had been created at
Rio, in consequence of an outrage committed by the British corvette Rover,
upon a Brazilian vessel, on-board which were the inspector of the arsenal,
the commandant of marine artillery, and two other Brazilian officers. The
outrage consisted in first firing upon the Brazilian vessel, and then com-
pelling the officers on board of her to go on board of the Rover. The dif-
ficultv grew out of an order given by the commander of the corvette to the
commnander of the Brazilian vessel, as the latter was passing the former, and
to which no attention was paid by the Brazilian. The case had been re-
presented to the British charge d'affaires, and it was said he had promised
to make reparation." The more recent occurrence, (which, in one particu-
lar, will be seen not to admit of governmental " reparation,") is thus related
in the letter addressed upon the occasion by the British charge to the Brit-
ish commodore in command on that station: '"By representations made to
me by the Government of his Imperial Majesty, I am informed that, on the
21st instant, the steamboat Especuladora, returning from the island of Pa-
queta to this city, was fired into by the Ganges, one of the vessels lately
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captured with Africans on board; and that a Brazilian gentleman on board
was mortally wounded. The communication of Senhor Oliveira does not
suggest that there was the slightest provocation for this act, nor is it said
that it was accidental."

In neither case are we furnished with the key to the outrage. Little
doubt, however, can be entertained that in both instances it arose from offi-
cer-lilke zeal in discharge of the duty assigned to the British navy, of car-
rying into execution the laws of Brazil for the suppression of the slave-trade.
Ardor in the exercise of the right of search affords so natural an explana-
tion, and it seems so difficuk to imagine any other, that, in the absence of
a conflicting statement, it seems scarcely possible to reject it.
The last incident also " is represented to have caused great excitement in

that city;" the more so, as the victim was a young gentleman of great
worth, and held in general esteem, who had been married but a week or two.
So much for a steamboat excursion in the very harbor of his native city,
under the right of navigation left to Brazilian subjects, after the magnani-
mous concession by their Emperor of the right of search! Such scenes may
happen in the port of Rio, "between the island of Paqueta and the city ;"
and the irritation yet find a cooling salve in diplomatic :'reparation." But
suppose any thing of the kind to occur in the waters of Massachusetts, be-
tween George's island and the "Tea"-wharf; or of New York, "between
Staten island and the city ;" or of Virginia, between " Craney island and
Norfolk;" or of South-Carolina, between the "Palmetto battery" and Charles-
ton: what would be the consequences?
A few wqrds more, and this task will have reached its close. While

upon the subject of the prevailing public sentiment here, in regard to the
slave-trade, I have adverted to the double conviction, whereby it is upheld
in the minds of the Spanish population that the pursuit is in itself right,
and that the present action of the British Government in regard to it is not
the fruit of a contrary conviction, but springs solely from a desire to pro-
mote its own political and commercial power by inflicting injury upon
other States. I have expressed, too, my own belief that this conviction is
as honest a one as ever dwelt in the human mind. From this avowal,
together with the general tone of my remarks, so strongly contrasting as it
does with the formulas which constitute, at the present day, the only ap-
proved mode of speaking on the subject, it might be hastily inferred that the
conviction is shared in by me. No greater error could, however, be com-
mitted; and although it is a matter of'no moment what my individual
opinions may be, on this or any other subject, yet it seems to be of some
possible consequence that those of the writer of this letter be not the subject
of such misconception. It possibly may come into the hands of some sin-
cere inquirer, truly anxious for correct views in regard to this momentous
topic; and the effect upon such a mind would be very different, according
as it might have fallen into, or avoided, the error of regarding the writer as
an advocate of the slave-trade.

Besides this inducement not to dismiss the subject without a short ex-
position of my own creed, I have another. Mr. Buxton's recent work
awfords to my mind, as I have already stated, a glimmering of returning
reason; in a quarter, too, whence it is doubly welcome, from its being so
entirely unexpected. . His proposal, not to rely altogether upon " the strong
hand " for the suppression of the slave-trade, and his remarks connected
with that view of the subject, constitute one of the numberless encourage-
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ments afforded by the history of human opinions, never to despair of the
ultimate prevalence of truth over error, and of sober sense over distempered
enthusiasm. They show that reason has already so far asserted her em-
pire in this field, as to influence the judgments even of a mind possessed as
that of Mr. B. has so long been; and such a phenomenon cannot but war-
rant high hopes that the time is not distant when the phantoms which for
so lonog a period have peopled it shall be dispelled, and her sway shall be
undisputed.
With regard to such a period, the present state of things affords abun-

dant grounds for apprehending a most unfortunate revulsion of public sen-
timent upon the subject. That which now prevails, although sound in
itself, has been built upon such at foundation, that unless one more substan-
tial be timely provided, its fate, so soon as the sun of truth shall begin
fairly to shine upon it, will be like that which has so often befallen religion,
when reared upon a similar basis. By furnishing my own views upon the
subject, tand making known the grounds upon which my opposition to the
slave-trade rests, I may perhaps, therefore, be rendering an essential service
to the cause.

In the first place, then, I do not concur in the belief that the course pur-
stued by the British Government in regard to this subject, since the period
when it yielded to the sentiment which demanded a prohibition of the traf-
fic to British merchants and shipowners, is to be ascribed altogether to a
deliberate design to inflict injury upon other nations. rl'lIe springs of hu-
man action are naturally too complex to justify the ascription of such an
effect to so simple a cause. Th;.t- it is in the present case a compound, in-
volving a vast variety of ingredients, the products no less of what is good
than of what is evil in our nature, I entertain no doubt; and although, on
perusinZ the eloquent burst of the enthusiasm. kindled by one of its effects
in the bosom of (Channin,. or the no less pleasing echo awakened by that
burst on the opposite side of the Atlantic, in the pure strains of Rovers, I
cannot divest my mind of a strong doubt whether the sober award of pos-
terity is to correspond to the annunciation of it which these poetic prophets
have ventured to record, yet am I not either insensible to the moral beauty
of a portion of the motives. at least, from which it sprung. To those who
are to come after us, however, am I content to leave the question in all its
parts. To the next generation, probably, opinion upon the character of the
experiment will have ceased to depend upon speculation. It will have be-
come a simple question of fact, whether it was of a na1.1tire to be attended
wvith any other result than that of hastening the day when the British colo-
nies, on which the curse of sl very rested, should become uninhabitable to
the white man, except while under the immediate protection of a portion of
thlart immense military and naval establishment which the British people
must, some, day or other, tire of maintaining. And, with respect to the
question of motives, it will belong to some future Hallam to trace the
worlking and the natural fruits of that distribution of political power in
Great Britain, under which it befell the people, whilst " loaded with an tin-
precedented debt, and with a grinding taxation,"'* and engaged in estab-
lishingIfor themselves the sub government of secret select committees of
assassination, find in maintaining armies of welters six thousand strong, to
be taxed another roand hundred millions of dollars, besides the various con-

*Chauning's eulogy on tiis act of the British Parliament.
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tingent small sums requisite for providing stipendiary magistrates, land
force, and Inval force, judge commissioners, and all the ininumerableacces-
sories, in order that that part of the nation whose imaginations had been,
plied with pictures of barbarities and miseries existing only in the brains
of enthusiasts, or the lies of impostors, until they were worked up to the
proper pitch, might be indulged with the experiment. He will perhaps also
point out that such a thing could never come to pass under a truly repre-
sentative government, such as that existing in Great Britain in his day:
its democratized action showing, in every movement, a conformity to the
vulgar injunction. that charity should begin at home, and superseding all
necessity for corps of welters and their secret employers.

But if I have not deemed it necessary to bring my mind to a state of abso-
lute conviction in regard to the several shares of influence to be allotted to
the various motives by which the action of the British Government has
been determined, in regard to slavery and the slave-trade, the case is far dif-
ferent in regard to these subjects themselves. Upon both, my mind has, for
a long period, known no other state than that of the most absolute convic-
tion; and these convictions do not differ from those manifested by the Vir-
ginia convention of 1774, in their resolution against the further importa-
tion of slaves, and which, 33 years afterwards, obtained the ascendancy in
the British Parliament.

With regard, however, to the grounds upon which they rest in different
minds, there is a great, difference; one which, as I have already stated, I
consider to be attended with great peril to the good cause, and to be entitled,
therefore, to the most earnest attention.
He in whose bosom enmity to the slave-trade rests upon no surer foun.

dation than belief in the accuracy of such pictures as are presented in the
work of Mr. Buxton, or sometimes find a place in the speeches of Lord
Broughain, is in no small danger of becoming an infidel. At least is it ex-
actly proportionate to his chpnec of ever seeing, in place of the preposterous
creations built up by the most reckless generalization of a few selected facts,
the plain, unvarnished reality. To judge from this class of representations,
none can be engaged in the traffic but men or demons, whose mission upon
this earth is to earn distinction as'aids of the King of Terrors; and who
never deem an "expedition" a happy one, unless attended with the most
frightful destruction of human life. The truth, however, is, that these men
are as true and devout worshippers of mammon as ever carried on trade ini
any of its shapes. Their object is money; and it may be doubted whether
a money-making pursuit was ever followed upon this earth, int which a
nicer adaptation prevailed of the means to the end-nicer calculations with
regard to contingencies of every sort-nicer attention to every arrangement
by which loss could be avoided. Whatever nmay have happened in one or
two, or in any number of selected instances, the character of the traders
affords a security that they do not incur the expense and risk of fitting out
vessels for the coast, for the mere pleasure of crarmmning them with Africans,
in the design that one-half may perish, or without especial regard to the
number that may safely be embarked. It is not many months .since I had a
conversation with an American ship master-one of that class which has
acquired for their flag a celebrity all over, the globe, and than whom no
better judges can be- found of the qualities of a vessel, or of the arrange-
ments for a voyage. Although as little connected with the trade as Mr.
Buxton himself, lie had, within a. short. period, enjoyed opportunities, in
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this and other parts of the world, to indulge his curiosity by the inspection
of slavers; and the result was, that even his New Enngland experience and
ingenuity had not protected him from admirationtat the perfection exhibited
by these vessels in every possible particular: in mould, in rigging, in fitting,
in the manner inl which every provision was made, both as to arrange-
ments and as to supplies. that could tend to the success of the only object
of all this trouble atid expense-the transportation of the human cargo in
safety and good health. True, the fruit, thus far, of the measures against
the slave-trade, hias been the substitution of small, sharps wet clippers, for
the large, clump. dry vessels, of double and treble the tonnage which would
now be employed to transport the same nuniber of persons; and there is
no telling how fur this process of reduction may be carried. This will de-
perd altogether upon the point to which the necessity for it may be pushed
by the multipliciation and increased efficiency of British cruisers. If this
should prove great enough, the size of the slavers will be brought down as
low as ten tons, or thereabouts; arid should these vessels be found still too
large to escape, the probability is that the trade will be suspended until
such time as a relaxation of vigilance shall enable it once more to hrealk
out. But, whatever the womb of time may be destined to bring forth, in
regard to the aggravation of the horrors of the slave-trade, through the
efforts for its suppression by " the strong hand." the sober, unexaggerated
truth in regard to it, as it now exists, is such that no one whose enmity to
it rests.upon n belief in those horrors, as depicted ill the books and speeches
of enthusiasts, or " oratorical philanthropists," can fail to become a back-
slider upon acquiring correct information in regard to the matter. And
even if the reality of those horrors should be found to correspond exactly
with these pictures of them, dangerous consequences might still result to
any such mind, from adding to its grounds of judgment a knowledge of the
change of condition resulting from a transportation in a sltver across the
Atlantic. My own earliest recollection of a print is of that celebrated sec-
tion of a slave ship, constituting, if I recollect right, the frontispieces o one
of Wilberforce's publications. There was something in it which excited
my curiosity, and this was, by my grandmother, diverted from the engrav-
ing, which necessarily remained a puzzle to me, to the trade itself; with the
horrors of which my itifant mind was filled, and for which a hatred wvas
inspired, correspondent to that which animated the bnsomn of my instruct-
ress, the most remarkably generous and benevolent person in a very large
circle of acquaintance. Nor did my subsequent education at all disturb
this first impression. The feeling grew with my growth, and strengthened
with my strength. My preparation, upon coming to this country, had not,
therefore! been of a character to predispose me to view the slave-trade with
favor, and to form, upon what I saw, a judgment conflicting with that which
had been the growth of my life. And yet it has so happened !-so far, at
least, that I now entertain a deliberate and oft-revolved doubt, whether,
considered merely im itself, the slave-trade be not a positive benefit to its
supposed victims. Were the trade open, and regulated in the way that
emig-rant passenger-vessels are. I should entertain no doubt upon the sub-
ject: But even taking it as it is-nay, more, admitting Mr. Buxton's gene.
ralizations to afford an une;aggerated picture of its horrors; and talking
into view, also, thle average condition of the slave in this island, as con-
trrasted with what it was in his native country, as learned from himself,
from travellers of all nations, and from sea captains who have visited the
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coast, without. being connected in any way with the traffic, I am strongly
inclined to the belief that the purest, and most judicious philanthropist
that ever lived, if called upon to decide the question for a cargo of slaves
ready for embarcation on the coast of.Gainea,. and required to found his
judgment solely upon the probable consequences to these particular indi-
viduals, would unhesitatingly pronounce in favor of their encountering all
the perils and hardships of the voyage ;-and this, nlthongh, from his birth
and education, he should be totally without knowledge of the actual con-.
dition of the native African, in regard to morals. to intellect, and to the
standard of physical comfort; and consequently prone to the utterly pre.
posterous exaggeration of the horrors to be suffered by him on the voyage,
resulting from an estimate of the circumstances with* reference to his own
feelings, or to those which would be experienced by an inferior class of his
own civilized countrymen in the same situation: this being the ordinary
mode of realizing the horrors of the voytge;-the compassionate reader,
being perhaps n lady, who, from habit, would be rendered miserable by the
necessity of dispensing for a day with her tepid bath, or the attendance of
her maid, and the objeets of her compassion human beings, with the attri-
butes of humanity so dormant in them, that all ages and sexes will move
about among each other stark naked, in the presence of clothed strangers,
both white and black, utterly devoid of all sense of bodily exposure,-an
insensibilitv vhich extends even to occasions whereon some of the lower
animals never fail to manifest the reverse!
Such has been the result of the opportunities of personal observation and

inquiry afforded by a residence upon this island. Nor has this effect been
produced upon my mind alone. Upon my mentioning it last winter to a-
countrywoman of mine, who had recently-visited Boston, she told me that a
similar view of the subject had, within a year or two, been presented to the
world by a distinguished New England divine; .who, driven by ill-health
to passs a winter at St. Jago de CUba, had there availed himself ot the oppor-
tunitv to test the truth of his impressions. by comparison with the reality
betore him.
And such, I am satisfied, will be the result of the same opportunities upon

every candid mind that takes sufficient -interest in, the subject to make use
of them. He who cares nothing about it, may come, and stay ever so long,
and go as he came; secure in his gratuitous and convenient creed. But
let the hPonest inquirer after truth-he for whom everythingr that concerns
humanity has an interest-beware. Unless his enmrfity to the slave trade
has somie belter basis than a shuldderintr at the horrors of the voyage, or
sympathy with the. "miserable victims" who have escaped them, he runs
great risk of being made at heart a slave-trader in less that six months after
be shall have begin to ulse his own eyes, ears, and understanding.

Fortunately, this has not been the case with me; nor with my country-
nan, the Boston divine. However unprepared a Enrope-an mind may be
apt to be for such a shock, that of an American is likely to be better armed.
He will find a never-failing objection to the slave-trade in-ftSLAVERY,. He
will be under no necessity even of having recourse to the fact, that the slave-
trade, although it may be attet.ided' with the effect of beneficially chiangring
the condition of the individuals to horn it afftrds an escape from the hor-
rors to which they'were born, has nevertheless a tendency to perpetuate
them, and to retard the period when this variety also of the species might
emerge from the debasement in which it has remained through long ages



of intercourse with civilized man. As yet, unfortunately, ill the importance
of this fact rests upon a hope-a hope which, in its turn, rests chiefly upon
what the negofro has been made to become while the slave of the white man
instead ofthe black; and consists in the inference thence deduced, that, when
delivered from bondage, lie may continue to manifest the same capacity for
improvement, instead of yielding to the propensities which draw him down-
wards. This argument has more substance in it than the horrors of the
voyage. But it, even, as yet, rests upon a hope; and the only one that can
be urged, which presents an insurmountable objection to the traffic, is, the
natefre of slavery itself-the inherent evil nature of the institution, at least
when planted in a society of freemen of the Anglo-Ameriban race.

What, then. is tile objection to the institution of slavery? Is it that, as
the African believes, it extends the range of cannibalism, and imparts to
the white man the bad practice of feasting on " human flesh ?" Is it that,
as Daniel O'Connell believes, or affects to believe, it so depraves the master
as to make of him an architect of breeding-pens, for keeping the sexes in
forced conjunction ? It is neither of these.; nor is it that the black man is
equal to the white-an absurdity belied alike by all history and the researches
of every naturalist. Nor is it that, admitting him to be the equal of the
white in every particular, this would constitute a sufficient reason for at-
tenmpting to form a society by placing the two races in juxtaposition. Such
a project might possibly prosper in a State acknowledgaing a distinction of
ranks, where the gradation, beglining with a king, might end with the
black; and the latter be habituated to regard the white manl of tle rank
just above hinl with the same deference that the latter wvould give him the
example of, by showing it to the ranks to which he was subordinate. But
to attempt to construct a democratic State with such materials, would be
chimerical in the extreme, even upon the supposition that the black is
morally and intellectually the equal of the white; for, admitting this equal-
ity, their homogeniety would be as far as ever from being a truth ; there
would still remain those physical differences, which create an insuperable
bar to the accomplishment of any such project. This is a point which has
ever exacted attention from those reasoners upon the subject wvho were
most interested in it; whilst, by those least so, it has been utterly neglected.
Hence the irreconcilable difference in their respective views; hence the
difficulty on the part of a European in comprehending tihe full import of
Madisoti's patriotic wish, that lie were endowed with the power of meta-
morphosing the black manl into a white; hence the readiness with which Miss
Martineau avoild pronounce in favor of instant emancipation without " de-
portation ;" whilst Jefferson, at the close of a long life devoted to the welfare
of man, and in nothing more distinguished than for his early, his ardent,
his untlaggring zeal on the subject of slnvery,-in the very same breath
which conveys his parting adjuration to his country, to make haste and rid
herself of the institution, expresses also his conviction that it is not " less
CERtTAIN that the two races, equally free, cannot live in the same Govern.
merit !" And wvhy so'? Because " nature, habit, opinion, have drawn
indelible lines of distinction between them." And what would be the con-
sequence ot these distinctions ? What effects wold they produce upon the
feelings of the two races, if once placed in such a relation of equality?
This question may present ground for dubitation to a European mind,
impressed froin earliest infancy with all the notions proper to a subordina-
tion of ranks, and insetsibly confirmed in all the correspondent habits of
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thought and of feeling. But an American could not fail to see at a glance
thewnrkin of the whole scheme-that its certain and instant consequence
would be aspirations on the part of the black to a social equality, to which
nature interposes an insur[rountable barrier ; whilst the denial ofit would
inevitably prove a source oflieart-burning and hatred, altogether inextin.
guishiable, except inthle last drop of the blood of one of the two races. The
reality of this physical barrier tothiat amalgamationwhichwould at once
be pretended to bytile black, constitutes the particular in regard to which
Europeannaoions upon the subject seem most defective; although it is far
from being the only one with respect to which ignorance thle most profound
is manifested: witness the Edinburgh Review's avowal, even after studying
Miss Martineau's "six volurmes,"--that it could niot somuch as "1 presume to
guess the exact meaning" ofthe word" aiiialgainationist," whichpoptllar
instinct in the United States has substituted for " abolitionist." as the proper
designation of theinan whowould venture upon abolition without "1 depor-
taticon ;" and the appropriateness of whichat ysmart Philadelphia school-
boy could, after five minutes reflection, have justified to the reviewer, by
explaining to him that, if thle black race were raised to political equality
with the white, they would naturallyalnd inevitably aspire to be received
into whitesociety, and to be accepted and sought bywvlite maidens and
youths as husbands and wives; that. if these claims should be denied, a
worse state of feeling would arise than thatwhich belonged to the relation
of master and slave; andtdat, consequently, as it could 'not be supposed to
be the design of the abolitionist to substitute this worse state of feelings for
the other,lie must contemplate with complacency that which could alone
prevent it-tiP3 amailaination of the two races. This is the rationale
of the process whereby "anmalgamation ist" has become substituted for

abolitionist," since the zealois on this subject have avowed projects
which every American schoolboy can trace to their consequences-conse-
quences, th2 contemplation of which would be awful indeed, were it not
that the intelligence, the sobriety, and the experience of the American
people, in dischiatring the high trust of self-government, interpose a barrier,
against which all thle zealots that Christendom call send forth upon this new
crusade may harmlessly expend their fury. And it is in view ot these con-
sequences that thle amalgamiationist has awakened in the general bosom of
the country a sentiment of disgust and loathing-the very reverse of that
which, for several generations, had prevailed in regard to the abolition
of slavery; atTd which, consequently, was felt to require a distinctive
name. Its baptism followed; and, although it would perhaps be impos-
sible to ascertain by what voice the n;aime was first called out, it no
sooner struck the public ear, thiarn the popular instinct, alive with a true
although a latent and perhaps unconscious knowledge of thle subject, re-

cognised it as the right one. It is now a word engrafted upon thme lan-
guage, to live as longy as it shall, t.nd to become conspicuous ill thle history
of tlme race to whlih it belongs. Already potent to kindle indignation
wherever an assemblage of American citizens has been gathered together,
it is destined to manifest, through the whole length an'd breadth of our
land, an intensity of power such as never belonged to word before, and
which will inhere in it until all remembrance of the abhorrent proposal
shall have died akvay. Tllis "1amalgamation," which tlme Edinbturgli Review
was so utterly at a loss for the meaning of, is fraught with significance for
the American mind. To it, it means those particulars belonging to thle



subject of the extinction of slavery, which present the great, indeed the only,
obstacle to it: that obstacle, of which so beautiiil and emphatic an expres-
sion was contained in the wish of one of America's patriot sages, that his
fiat could make tile black man white; that obstacle, bnt for which slavery
would, long ere now, have been known to tile Anglo American only as the
power of kiln, lords, and commons, is known to hiim-a thing of history,
to be looked upon, not ill the future, but in the past alone; arid to be looked
back upon with, no other feelings than congratulation and honest pride.
This, tlie very kernel of the matter, is the particUIlar in regard to which
European ignoranice is most absolute, its temerity most conspicuious, the
recklessness of its fanaticism niost preposterous. This is the particular,
therefore, in regard to which it most behooves every main vlwo takes ani in-
terest in the subject, to acquire just conceptions. Amalgramation is an ab-
soluite impossibility. Nature has thus decreed it. 'The truth rests, ntt tip-
on the superiorily of the wvhite marl to the black, but upon the existence of
physical differences, which create in the one a repuignance to anlalgama-
tion waith the other'. The moral and intellectual su/periority of the white
race, although a settled point in nattiral history, is yet, from its nature, a
topic upon wvhichr ignorance may indulge forever in conteirtious pertinlarcity
but tlhe existence of physical differences is a. simple matter of fitct, which,
both in itself, and in the repugnance affixed to it by nature, is placed. by
the senses of sight aid smell, beyond the reach of controversy ; arid there
it would still remain, even although the moral and intellectual superiority
should be demonstrated to be on the side of the black. This is the lounda-
lion-truti of the American viewv of the subject. Let every Euiropeant, rho
deemis that sullbject of SuChI paramount importance as to justify Iris turning
a deaf ear to the appeals which the evils more immediately present to his
view may make to his philanthropy-let him study the tling until his
mind shall. have become penetrated with this one truth ; and if 'he be homi-
est and sincere, it call scarcely happen to him to become a mischief maker.
Under the safeguard of this one monitor, lhe may, without great risk, give
the reills to his zeal.
Nor will any person, whose franie of mind upon the subject stops short

of that reckless fanaticism wvhich obliterates all vestige of candor, experi-
ence anly great ditfietilty in bringing his raiind to a recognition of this all-
important truth. Any otie who has made the experiment, niust be aware
how readily the scales will drop from the eyes of tile most, self deluding en-
thiusiast, provided his mind be still capable of feeling and acknoowledging
the force of truths which it cannot controvert. Among the instances of
this, which have cotne under my owvn mlotice, is one in which the convert
was a British naval officer. He had distinguished himself ill his profession
by a remarkably bold and gallant exploit ; and his standing as a mian; and
a christian was even higher than that which lie had acquired as an officer.
Anirong other details which I learned respective him, one was, that lie be-
longed to the evangelical party in England ; atrother, that he had a charm-
ing family, delightfirlly brought tip, the daughters of which were remarka-
ble f'nr their loveliness. This last circumstanice furnished me with the best
possible touchstone of the sentiments which lay at the bottom of his heart
ill regard to the black man: for, ill a conversation which took place onl the
subject, lie averred that his feelings towards the two races were precisely
the saine,-thwat, with him, it made no difference whatever whether a man
was black or white. There could be no manner of doubt that the assertion
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was uttered in the most perfect sincerity; hut 1 nevertheless felt sure that
even his comparatively slight means of personal observation and knowledge
of the black man must have been attended with the effect of implanting in
his hosorm something which, Unconscious as he might be of its existence,could be summnnoned up, to give tile lie, practically, to what he had persuad.
ed himself to regard as a truth. TI'his was tested by the supposed case of
the two suitors to one of his lovely daughters-a white mall and a black
mail; be-tween whom, in point of education, character, talents. morals. man-
tiers, and fortune, there should not be the slightest shade of difference.
Which would he prefer that his daughter should accept? His candor
would not allow him to pretend that he'would not have a preference; nor,
hall I pressed the point, could it halve allowed him to say that he had not
rather consicg his daughter's corpse to the grave, than her living person to
Such a, nuptial couch. And thus will it ever bewith every person in whose
bosom a respect for truth be not utterly o1)literated. If he possess any, the
slightest, personal knowledge of the black race,-if they be to him any thing
else than creatures of the imagination purely,-he must have within him,
however unconsciously, the germe of at invincible repugnance to "amalga-
mation ;" and this will, upon the first occasion, develop itself, with a vigor
exactly proportionate to the knowledgehe may have acquired of the physi-
cal differences which separate the two races, and will forever prove wvhat
Jefferson calls them-" indelible lines of distinction." How truly they are
so, can be fully known only to one born and bred among blacks: for he
alonecan know lhowv they defy the influence of time, of habit, of opinion,
of affection. I was born amidst black domestics ;-at black woman carried
me in her arms, and the attachment between us was as strong as ever ex-
isted between a white child and a white nurse. So far from entertaining
for those of her color the dislike and hatred which constitute the supposed
attribute of a slave-owner, my feelings towards them are kindlier even than
those which I entertain towards my own race; for theyare softened by the
influence of a deep-rooted hatred for the condition inwhich tile force of
circumstances has placed them. 1 can take a black man by the hand as
cordially as I can a white man of the same merit; and I had rather shake
handswith an honest black hack-driver in Pennsylvania Avenue, at Wash-
ingtotn, thatwith any white scoundrel, however fashionable or titled,that
could offer me that honor in Portland Place, London. I have travelled in
the mail-coach in companywith a mulatto man, who has fallen asleep with
his head resting on my shoulder; andlI have submitted for hours to the
inconveniencerathertltan disturbhimil, for the sole reason thatlhe was a
colored man; for his deportment had strongly recommended him to my
respect, and I feared that to notice this consequence of his drowsiness
might he attendedwiththe effect of mortifying him. Suich, from the mo-
ment of my birth to thepresent hour, have been my intercourse with, and
my feelings towards, the race and yet, times without number, have I been
made sick-has my stomach been actually turned-by tile effiuvia from the
skins of two or three cleanly black domestics exertitg themselves a little,
in the apartment in which I was, in the removal of pieces of furniture!
And these are the peoplewhom European enthusiasts work themselves
intothe belief that they look upon and feel towards exactly as they do tow-
ards their ownaspecies ! In introducing the incident of the British officer,
have called him a convert; because, afterhaving been thus made aware

of the truth in regard to the effect produced upon himself by the physical
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differences in question, nothing but reflection could be necessary to bring
before him the consequences that must inevitably attend such discrimina-
tions as he would himself make upon the reciprocal feelings of the two
races, if placed side by side upon a footing of civil and political equality.
Nor could he fail to perceive, that the nearer their condition should ap-
proach to such equality, the more active and operative would necessarily
become every cause calculated to bring into relief those " indelible lines of
distinction" drawn by the hand of nature, and make them a source of end-
less heart-burnings and hate.

What, then, agair., is the true objection to the institution of slavery ? Is
it, that in no stage of society, under no imaginable circumstances, it can be
beneficial to the parties ? Such is not my belief: for I entertain not a shade
of doubt that there are in existence at this moment in England, and in
Africa. thousands and hundreds of thousands of human beings, whose con-
dition would, in every possible particular, be immensely benefitted-their
own and that of their children for several generations-could they be set
down in the woods of New Holland, in the relation of master and slave.
Is it, even, that, in the state in which it exists at this day in the United
States, it gives birth to the oppressions, brutalities, and horrors, with the
glowing pictures of which the world is being entertained by the approved
philanthropy of the hour? No ! so far is the reality in this respect from
constituting a valid objection to slavery,-so far is it from being true, that
the condition of the slave in the United States affords a just theme for play-
ing upon the sympathies of the toil-worn and tax-worn operative of Eng-
land,-that not a citizen of the slaveholding States of America, wvho be-
lieves in the hundredth or thousandth part of the miseries and the vices of
the British laboring classes, as depicted by British writers of the highest
standing, but knows that the condition of the Am.cric.an negro slave is, under
every aspect- -the religious and the moral, no less than the physical-beyond
all comparison better than that of the poorer classes in Great Britain; and
as to the " sans potatoe" of poor old Ireland! why there is not a negro-
cabin in all America, where "rint" for his succor might not be obtained
from the inmates, unless they should drive the narrator of his condition
from their door, through indignation at the attempt to make them believe
that any sort of human beings could be so badly off; or, more incredible
still, that there should be another set-their own countrymen, too !-with
hearts strong enough to add to their miseries, even to the climax of selling
the "kish P" Yet, I must not be understood to claim the superiority in all
respects for the state of the negro slave over that of the " sans potatoe ;"
for, under the religious aspect, although recent statistical comparisons be-
tween the religious condiyvon of the slave population of the United States,
so far as a test is affordedby the number of churches and of communicants,
is far better than that of the population of London itself, yet, in regard to
the genuine sentiment of religion, the negro is doubtless far beneath the
Irish peasant, who seems to be so thoroughly imbued by his Maker with
the most earnest resignation and piety, that no degree of pressure has power
to crush it out of him.
The true objection to slavery is one which has no existence, except with

respect to American institutions, and the hopes which these, and these
alone, justify, as to the possible condition of the species. It is in its irre-
concileableness with the workings of the democratic principle-the great
fountain of hope to the human race-and in that alone, that the institu-
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tion of slavery finds its unavoidable and irrevocable condemnation. If the
condition of society were destined to remain such as it is at the present day
all over kurope,-nay, but for the positive assurance afforded by the demo.
critic principle, that it must and shall change,-what man, truly informed in
regard to the condition of the laboring classes on the two sides of the At.
latitic, would dare to whisper a syllable in condemnation of domestic slavery?
Not one! It is only in presence of democracy-of beauteous, lovely, glo.
rious democracy-that it becomes hideous and hateful. It is not for what
it in itself actually is, but for what it must become, and what it must hinder
and prevent, that it deserves execration. The condition of the American
slave is better, beyond comparison, than that of the European laborer. So
far as an American may be allowed to judge from Miss Martineau, and
other British authorities, the state of feeling between the slave and his
master is, beyond comparison, better than that which exists at this moment
between the " employer" and the " employed" in Great Britain. To judge,
therefore, from this comparison, slavery is a blessed thing. And yet it is a
hateful one ! Why? Because, although the variety of our species which
the naturalists of all nations place at the foot of the scale is not equal to
that variety which is by all placed at the head; although the negro is de-
cidedly, inherently, and irremediably inferior to the white manl; although,
possibly, he may not only be, as he is, comparatively inferior, but may fur.
ther prove to be positively and incurably incapable of improvement, except
when in contact with, and in subjection to, some higher variety of the spe.
cies ;--noLwithstanding this truth and this possibility, yet he is too good to
be a slave in the presence of democratic institutions. Under such as the
old world is still groaning and gasping under, it is far from impossible that
he might fit well into the lowest of the subdivisions into which the human
cattle are parcelled; and there contentedly, because unprogressively, re-
main. But in the presence of democratic institutions, this is impossible,
even to the Ethiopian man. There, as the slave of the white man, he
does improve,-no one can fix a limit to his improvement; and as, in exact
proportion as a man rises in the scale of humanity, he becomes unfit to be a
slave, it is impossible but that the point of his absolute unfitness must be
reached. Meanwhile, the institution cannot but prove the cause of an end.
less, ever-renewing struggle, in every thinking mind and every conscientious
bosom, between its convictions of right, and its sentiment of justice, and
the stern necessities which every revolving hour must disclose; each bring.
ing with it a shock to both, which shall be severe in exact proportion to the
fitness, moral and intellectual, which the master has attained to be a citizen of
a democratic State.

This is the true objection to the institution of slavery. As yet, it applies
to my country alone. But through the hopes which her example has long
inspired,, and daily infuses fresh vigor into, for the destiny of man in other
countries, it becomes prospectively applicable to all, in regard to which the
aspiration may be indulged-that their inhabitants, too, will one day prove
themselves capable of self-government. With regard to others, it can matter
but little, judging from the present condition of the, world, whether their
laboring class shall or shall not consist of Africans, under the name of slaves.
But. for all such,-for every country which has the faintest hope of estab,
fishing and maintaining a democratic government,-nothinga is more to be
deprecated than this institution: for, unless the slaves should be of the same
race as the masters, (thereby admitting of it amalgamation,") or, if of a dif-
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ferent one, should be so few in number as to present no serious obstacle to
" deportation," their presence ill the land cannot fail, sooner or later, to be
felt as the deepest curse with which it could have been visited. Arid for
every such country, therefore, must the slave-trade, the instrument for en-
tailing that curse-however beneficial it may, at the moment, be to both
parties--be looked upon as the greatest of all possible calamities.

Here, gentlemen, I must take leave of the subject-not, by any means,
that it is exhausted, or that my interest in it flags; but that I have no more
time, at present, to bestow upon it. It is one so fraught with importance,
that there seems to be no end to the topics of which it is prolific. They
rise tup on all sides, and each appears so highly entitled to attention, that,
greatly as this communication has swelled beyond any limits which, at the
outset, I should have entertained the remotest thought of tinderlakingr to
fill, these are narrow to what they must have been, had full justice heen
done, even so far as I am capable of rendering it, to the fexv upon which I
have touched. If, in the treatment of these, I should seem to have been not
altogether observant of the approved style for diplomatic composition, this
is to be ascribed, not to any want of the respect due to the sublime game of
international push pin, (whereof the Swedish chancellor betrayed so suiper-
ficial and crude an estimate when he sent his son to take part in it, in order
that he might see with how moderate an expenditure of wisdom the world's
affairs are mnnared,) but, on the contrary, to my indisposition to profane it,
by applying to illegitimate uses those high formularies which it belongs to
none bitt its regularly ordained priests to hold converse in. [-Kld we been
placed in a diplomatic relation of any sort, the case wvonld have been differ-
enAt; and I should have been studious to fulfil the duty of imlitntinlg, as
closely as possible, the most approved specimens of the art of so stringing
words together that no meaning shall attach to then. But, as I before at.
tempted to make you sensible, we have been thrown here into positions the
very reverse of this; and the consequence has been, so far to reverse the line
of duty on my part, as to make it incumbent upon me to endeavor, as far as
possible, to say something which should have a meaning. Not only were
we not placed in any relation of any sort, but to this negation events had
superadded a positive prohibition. Your credentials had never been exhib-
ited to me, and were of a nature to make the idea of their being so the
very height of absurdity. To me, you could be officially klown only as
the agents of a foreign Government, possessing existence and residence
here, in consequence solely, and in pursuance solely, of an express and pri-
vate stipulation between that Government and the one to whose authorities
I was accredited in the precise and very limited capacity of consul. That
a stipulation of this character must necessarily be restricted in its operation
to the parties between whom it may exist, cannot fail to be, to ally mind
capable of a moment's thought, a self-evident proposition. The function,
for the discharge of which you had been sent and admitted here, stood de.
fined in the treaty, and was known to consist solely in adjudicating upon
the simple question of fact, whether a vessel detained under the provisions
of that treaty had been found under any of the categories which it forbade.
That adjudication should follow the detention of a vessel " with as little
delay and inconvenience as possible," was expressly declared by the treaty
to be the sole object of the establishment of those " two mixed courts of
justice ;" of one of which you are members, and as such alone possess any
official existence. How could this capacity place you in any relation of
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any sort to the American consul resident here? Indeed, no capacity, having
such an origin, of how complex a nature soever in itself, could possibly
have been attended with any such effect. There is absurdity in the very
idea. But that absurdity, which might have found some palliation in the
complexity of functions extremely intricate and difficult in their nature, is
heightened by the extreme simplicity and oneness of that with which you
are charged. In what terms, then, seeing that the naked idea is preposte-
rous in the extreme, shall it be spoken of, when considered in the precise
shape and vesture given to it by your pretension, and the circumstances
under which this has been advanced atnd persisted in? What shall be said
of a pretension, on the part of the members of such a " mixed court of jus.
tice," to take part in the execuitiou of the laws of the United States of Ame-
rica, by making to their consul at Havana "respectful" suggestions in re-
gard to the line of his duty, real or supposed' And when a pretension, in
itself so purely ridiculous, is advanced under the circumstances created by
the deliberate, reiterated, and peremptory refusal of the Government of the
United States to become a party to any arrangement whatever, of a nature
similar to that between Great Britain and Spain, which alone confers upon
these judges their Anglo-Spanish existence; and then pertinaciously per-
sisted in, under such additional circumstances as those created by the
course of the consul, in referring to that refusal of his Government, and
pointing to the peculiar complexion imparted by it to the subject,-who can
fail to perceive that for the extreme of preposterousness has been substi-
tuted the extreme of indecency ?

1 am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
N. P. TRIST.

P. S. August 29, 1839.-The date under which this letter was begun is
evidence of my wish to bring our correspondence to a close at the earliest
possible moment, as the present date is of the hindrances which that wish
has encountered. A long series of interruptions, beginning with the visit
of the frigate Constitution, and the occurrence of the birth-day of inde-
pendence, early in July, and involving a severe attack of the prevailing
epidemic cough, has repeatedly compelled me to lay it aside; and, more
recently, the departure of my vice-consul on a visit to the United States
has been attended with the double effect of diminishing my command of
time, and depriving me of that of my clerk's pen; thereby compelling me
to make use of that of another copyist, whose want of familiarity with the
language is but too apparent upon the slovenly face of his pages. This
will, however, be excused, I hope, in consideration of his being the only
person whose services 1 could, at this moment, obtain. He might have done
better, upon a second attempt; but even this is rendered impossible by a
permanent engagement contracted by him previously to his undertaking
the present copy.
To J. KENNEDY and

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE, Esqrs., 4-c.
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Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.

[EXTRACT.]

LEGATION OF UNITED STATES,
London, December 22, 1836.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you the copy of a communication,
with the accompanying documents, which I received on the 17th instant
from LordThlmerston, in relation to the alleged employment of vessels,
under the flag of the United States, to assist Spanish subjects in carrying
on the slave trade.

Not feeling authorized to express any opinion on the subject, either on the
part of my Government, or myself, I answered the note, simply acknowl-
edging the receipt of the papers, with an assurance hat the Government of
the United States would omit nothing which was proper to be done for
preventing the improper use of the flag of the Union in protecting the slave-
trade. A copy of my note is herewith transmitted.
JOHN FORSYTH, Esq.,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

FOREIGN OFFICE, December 17,1836.
The undersigned, his Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, has the honor to transmit to Mr. Stevenson, envoy extraordinary
and minister plenipotentiary from the United States, the enclosed extract of
a despatch from his Majesty's commissioners at the Havana, together with.
a copy of a representation made by the commissioners to the consul of the
United States in Cuba, relative to the alleged employment of vessels, under
the flag of the Union, to assist Spanish subjects in carrying on the slave-
trade.
His Majesty's Government cannot entertain a doubt that the Government

of the United States, upon receiving this information, will feel anxious to
take prompt and effectual measures for preventing the flag of the Union
from being used for the protection of a traffic which has been denounced
as a capital crime by the laws of the United States.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Steven-

son the assurances of his high consideration.
PALMERSTON.

A. STEVENSON, Esq., Arc., 4c., eyc.

"HAVANA, October 25, 1836.
"During the months of August and September, there arrived here, for

sale, from the United States, several new schooners, some of which were
already expressly fitted for the slave-trade. A

(' Aniongst them, we have been able to ascertain the names of four, viz:
'Emanuel,' 'Dolores,' 'Anaconda,' and 'Viper.' They vary in size from
60 to 150 tons. Their construction is of the slightest possible description;
their rig, that of the New York pilot-boats, and such as is very much in
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use by the coasting traders of the ports of this island. They are furnished
with 30 sweeps; are.unarmed; of very 1ight draught of water; and cer-
tainly a class of vessels admirable adapted for escaping from and deceiving
his Majesty's cruisers. y a f e f

"The ' Emanuel' and ' Dolores' were purchased, and have since left the
port (we believe with other names,) on slaving expeditions, under the
Spanish flag.

" But, to our astonishment and regret, we. have ascertained that the two
latter vessels, (the ''Anaconda' and ' Viper,') the one on the 6th, the other on
the 10th instant, cleared out, and sailed from hence, for the Cape de Verd
islands, under the American flag.

"9These two vessels arrived in the Havana fitted, in every particular, for
the slave-trade; and took on board a cargo, which would, at once have
condemned, as a, slaver, any vessels belonging to the nations that are par.
ties to.the equipment article.

"It is unnecessary for us to occupy your lordship's time with a recital of.
the various evils which will arise, should a continuance of this scandalous
and open abuse of the American flag be countenanced by that Govern-
ment.t"It is, nevertheless, our duty to state that the slave-dealers have conceived
great hopes of being able to cover their nefarious speculations in this way,
founrded upon the definitive determination of the President not to make the
United States a party to any convention on the subject of the slave trade;
and, judging from the observable impetus which their view of the abovedeclaration has given to the slave-trade, we fear that, before any represent-
ation can reach Washington, many similar enterprises will have been em-
barked in."

" Thus, my lord,.so far as we are informed, or able to draw an inference
from these distressing details, the expression of the above determination by
the head of a free Government, upon a subject represented as being an ob-
ject in which every branch of the Government,.and the whole people of the
United States, feel a deep solicitude, has been the means of inducing Ameri-
can. citizens to build and fit in their own ports vessels only calculated for
piracy or the slave-trade, to enter this harbor, and, in concert with the Ha-
vana slave-traders, take on board a prohibited cargo, manacles, &c., and
proceed openly to that most notorious depot for this iniquitous traffic, the
Cape deVerd islands, under the shelter of their national flag. As a further
exemplification of the mistake which we consider that Government to have
made in withholding its consent to the recent conventions, we may add,
that, while these American slavers were making their final arrangements
for departure, the Havana was visited, more than once, by American ships
of war.

"His Majesty's. commissioners, therefore, are not without a hope that.a
recital of the above facts, and the return thus made by some of the citizens
of the United States to their Government for thejealous care with which it
.has sought to preserve their rights and dignity. in refusing to accede to the
only efcacious measures yet put into operation for the suppression of the
slave-trade, viz: the mutual right of search, and the equipment articles,*that Government will be induced to reconsider the consequences thus likely
to ensue, should it permit the present facilities to exist.
* "It is. true that the mockery of a sale or transfer to a Portuguese subject
is to be enacted when these vessels reach their present destination; but
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such an excuse, if offered, can never be admitted in extenuation of the
crime which we hold all concerned in the expedition to be guilty of.
iWe also addressed a letter to the American consul, of which we beo-

leave to enclose a copy, together with the reply made by the American vice-
consul; the consul being absent from his post, but expected to return in a
few days.

" Since writing this despAtch. we are enabled to add the names of two
more American vessels, the I Fanny Butler' and the ' Rosanna,' as having
proceeded to the Cape de Verd islands, and the coast of Africa, under the
flag of that nation, upon the same inhuman speculation.

"TI e subjoined list gives the date of clearance, and the names of the
masters, from the books of the American consulate:

"'Schooner Anaconda, W. Knight master, cleared on 4th instant.
'Schooner Viper, H. Galt master, cleared on Sth instant.
"Schooner Fanny Buitler, A. Richard master, cleared on 22d instant,
"Ship (barque) Rosanna, George Chason master, cleared on 22d instant."

HAVANA, October 17, 1836.,2
SIR, We have the honor to acquaint you with the following circum-

stances, as being intimately connected with your consulate and the flag of
your nation, which it will be our painful duty to report to his Majesty's
Government.

During the month of September. there arrived in this port, for sale, from
the United States, four new schooners-we believe two from New York, and
two from Baltimore; all, however, built at the latter place, viz: the " Ana-
conda," " Viper," "'Emanuel," and "Dolores," expressly constructed, and
peculiarly fitted, for carrying on the slave-trade. The two former of these
vessels-having received on board, from -the French house of Forcade &
Co., a cargo, whiich, by the treaty of the 28th June, 1835, would have con-
demned as a slaver any vessel bearing Spanish colors, cleared out and
sailed under the American flag-the "Anaconda" on She 6th, the "Viper"
on the 10th instant-for the-Cape de Verd islands; there to be transferred to
a Portuguese subject, and to proceed, with the flag of that nation, to the coast
of Africa, upon a slaving enterprise.
The protection which the schooners will receive from the American

colors, both as regards their fitting and cargo, will effectually secure them
against capture by his Majesty's cruisers, until they arrive at the scene of
their depredations.
The "'Emanuel" has, we believe, left the port under the Spanish flag.

But we have also to inform you that, some short time since. the brig Mar-
tha, of Portland, which arrived here from Matauzas, took on board, in this
harbor, a cargo wvhich would equally have confiscated as a slaver any Span-
ish vessel, and sailed direct for the coast of Africa, to deliver it at some of
the numerous factories or dens of infamy established there,.in connexion
with the slave-traders of Havana.

TIhe facilities thus afforded by the flag of the United States for carrying
on this inhuman traffic could never, we feel convinced, have been contem-
plated by your enlightened Government; especially as, during the period
when these schooners were taking in their cargoes, the harbor was visited
by American men-of-war, which, had any convention existed between the
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two Governmenbe, such as has been acceded to by almost every other mari-
time Power, a seizure of the most important nature, as regards these iniqui-
tous expeditions, must have been effected. However, we do not entertain
the least doubt but that a knowledge of the above circumstances will in.
stantly produce measures calculated to remedy so deplorable and flagrant
a profanation of the American colors.

We have, &c.,
E. W. H. SCHENLEY, I
R. R. MADDEN.

N. P. TRIST, Esq.,
Consul of the United States at Havana.

CONSULATE OF TREIUNITED STATES,
Havana, October 19, 1836.

GE1NTLEMEN: Ihave the honor to acknowledge'the receipt of your com-
munication, under date of the 17th instant, addressed to N. P. Trist, Esq.,
consul of the United States.

Mr. Trist is now absent on a visit to the United States, and is expected
to return here early the next month. 'I shall, on his arrival here, lay your
communication before him.

I have, &c.,
J. A. SMITH, Vice-Conui.

H. B. M. COMMISSIONERS, &C., Havana.

23 PORTLAND PLACE, December 19, 1836.
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary from

the United States, begs leave to inform Lord Palmerston. his Majesty's prin-
cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that he had the honor to receive.
on the 17th instant, his lordship's note of that day, transmitting to the un-
dersigned, for communication to his Government, an extract of a despatch
from his Majesty's commissioners at Havana; together with a copy of a
representation made by the commissioners to the consul of the United States
at Cuba, relative to the alleged employment of vessels, under the flag of the
Union, to assist Spanish subjects. in carrying on the slave-trade.
The undersigned has the honor to acquaint Lord Palmerston that he will

take great'pleasure in communicating, without delay, for the, information of
hisGovernment, his lordship's note and the accompanying papers;. not doubt-
ing but that his Government will omit nothing which may be proper to be
done for preventing the flag of the United States from being used for the
protection of a trafc which has been denounced as piracy by its laws,' and
for the abolition of which the united efforts of both countries have been sia-
cerely and honestly directed.
The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to tender t Lord Pal-

merston assurances of his high consideration and respect.
A. STEVENSON.
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Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson.

[EXTRACT. ]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,-
Washington, April 17, 1837.

. * * * *

"Your communications to No. 19, inclusively, have been duily received.
That dated the 22d of December last, with accompanying documents rela-
tive to the alleged use of the American flag to cover the slave-trade, ought,
perhaps, to have been sooner acknowledged. The information comprised
in those papers hhd, however, lonog since been in possession of this Govern-
ment, through the agency of our consul at Havana."

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.

[EXTRACTS. ]

"LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
"London, January 22, 1840.

" A short time since, I received a despatch from Lord Palmerston, com-
municating sundry documents relative to the slave-trade, which had been
received by this' Government from their commissioners established at the Fla-
vana, under the treaties between Great Britain and Spain for the suppres-
sion of that trade." * * * * * *

" I have therefore the honor to transmit to you copies of all these papers,
and shall await the President's instructions on the subject."

Lord Palmerstoni to Mr. Stevenson.
FOREIGN OFFICE, December 31, 1839.

The undersigned, her Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, is desirous of communicating to Mr. Stevenson, envoy extraordi-
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, the
accompanying despatch, and its enclosures, which have recently been re-
ceived by the undersigned from hier Majesty's commissioners established at
the Havana, under the treaties between Great Britain and Spain for the
suppression of the slave-trade.

These papers relate to a previous correspondence between the commis-
sioners and Mr. Trist,* the United States consul at the Havana; a portion of
which was contained in the papers upon slave-trade, laid before Parliament,
by her Majesty's command, during the last session, and of which the under-
signed encloses a copy.

Arid the undersigned encloses also a coIy of that portion of the corres-
pondence between the commissioners and Mr. Trist, which was not laid
before Parliament.
The undersigned thinks it right to submit to some authority connected

* The whole of the correspondence between Consul Trist and the British commissioners,
embracing the portion above referred to, will be found in a previous part of this document, with
his despatches communicating it to the Department of State.



with the Government of the United States the letter from Mr. Trist, which
forms one of the enclosures in the despatch of the 27th of October, 1839,
from her Majesty's commissioners; but thegentlemen on the establishment
of the Foreign Office have so much pressing business at this time to perform,
that Mr. Trist's long letter could not be copied vwithout delay and injury to
.the public service: and. the undersigned is, therefore, obliged to send these
papers to Mr. Stevenson in original; and he requests that Mr. Stevenson
will have the goodness to return them to him when Mr. Stevenson shall
have read them.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Steven-

son the assurance of his distinguished consideration.
PALMERSTON.

Her Aojesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.

[No. 35.]
HAVNIC, October 27, 1539.

14d Y LORD: In our despatch No. 22 of 1839, dated 15th July last, we in-
formed your lordship of our having written.a letter to Mr. Trist, the Uni-
ted States consul .t this place, in obedience to your lordship's directions,
as given in the despatch No. 3, of 1839. dated the 16th April last. A copy
of that letter we then enclosed, and stated that, in answer to it, we had not
received any reply.
On the 30th August, however, a reply was delivered, of which we have

now to transmit a copy; not having been able to have it made in time for
the previous packet, on account of its exceeding, as your lordship will
perceive, two hundred and sixty closely written pages. Of this extraordi
nary production, we can scarcely trust ourselves to express an opinion; but
are glad to think our so doing of less consideration, inasmuch as the most
cursory glance at it must make your lordship aware of its cbaracter,.bet.
ter than any opinion we could convey. We must, however, be allowed to
make a few remarks; and, in the outset, to observe, that offensive as Mr.
Trist evidently desires to be to sIs personally, (pp. 58, and 84,) we have the
less reason to complain, as he undistinguishingly inveighs against the con-
duct of our predecessors in the commission, as much as against what he
imputes to us (p. 40) also; but that, with regard to our motives of action,
arid mode of carrying them into effect, we trust we may lay claim to at least
as much right feeling, honesty of purpose, and courtesy of demeanor, as he
can put forward for himself.

Mr. Trist's claim to be considered a person entitled to pass judgment on
us, or, indeed, on ainy question relating- to slavery or the slave-trade, we
must at once and unhesitatingly disputes Born, as he himself informs us
amidst black domestics (p. 140) and brought up anolig slaves, the native of
a slaveholding State, himself somewhat of a slaveholder, ibidd,) and having
most of his connexions of that character, he cannot be supposed to have
that freedom from improper bias on any such subject, which alone could
make his judgment and opinions deserving of consideration. But when
we find his public conduct in this place only the natural though lamentable
consequence to be expected of such an origin, we must declare him the
most unfit to be taken for our guide and instructor, in opinion or practices
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Preferring, as we do, factslo professions, we will put the latter, for the pre-
sent, out of consideration, and give, as evidence of our assertions, the follow-
ing circumstances: The office of Portuguese consul has been vacant now
nearlytwo years; during which time we have not heard of any respectable
person being a candidate for it, nor dowe believe any respectable person
would accept it, or we maybe sure the Portuguese Government would have
longsin.e niade the appointment. During this time, then,when no such
person was found ready toundertake the disgrace of sharing its association
with the slave trade;-when the only occupation and advantage it could
give,proceeded from the slave denlers-proportioned, too, as the office-holder
screened and aided them in their iniquities-the one person, above all others,
they could find ready to become their instrument and assistant, wvasthe
American consul! and, as if the office of itself, on account of its only ex-
isting duties, had not been sufficiently disgracefuil, he thus added the inde-
cency of associatingwith it the compromising the flag and national charac-
ter of his republic, the laws of which declared the severest penalties against
the slave-trade, while its citizens were openly, and with impunity, furnish-
ing it vessels, and giving it every assistance their ingenuity could devise.
VIr. Trist might, perhaps, say that he undertook the office with a view to
put down those abuses. This would be scarcely consistent with his duty
to the Portugruese flagT or nation; but, supposing it were so, how has he
effected or attempted this object? Not a vessel has gone to the coast of
Africa,under the American flag, but he must have been aware of the pur-
pose forwhich it was despathedh; and yet we have not heard of any dentin-
ciations he has made, or stepshe has taken to defeat or punish tile offenders-
except in one solitary instance, to which we shall have immediately to call
attention.

Meanwhile, as evidences of the contrary intention on his part, (namely, to
assist the slai;e ealers,) we find the following facts alleged:

1. The prorconsul at the Cape de Verds charges him wvith "having
granted, (we presume allowed or authenticated,) to his knowledge, more than
ten false bills of sale of vessels and papers to these islands."-Parliamentary
papers respecting slave trade 1839, class 13, further series, p. 110.

2. We find himn grivinl vessels, whichhe miust have known were intended
for the slave trade, irregrular assistance in furnishing thenm with blank forms,
to be filled up at their convenience.-Parliamentary papers, ibid, class L),
further series, p. 25.

3. We find him giving such vessels certificates irregularly signed, as in
two cases the day before the documents they purported to authenticate,
(Parliamentary papers, ibid, class A, further series, pp. 5S, 59,)-and those
in relation to a remarkable vessel, found, when taken, to have twenty-one
long guns on board, eighteen pounders, wvithi a corresponding number and
quantity of muskets, cutlasses, and ammulnition stowed about the decks, and
prepared for action !

rThe character of this piratical vessel could not have escaped his observa-
tion when he passed her papers, and, as sailing in breach of the laws of all
nations, it was his duty to denotince her at least to the local Government,
whose laws, more particularly, she was setting at defiance; hut, instead of
so doing, lie appears to have even gone out of his regular course to facili-
tate her progress.

In one case, however, he did detain a vessel, as stated above, suspected
of being engaged in the slave-trade-the American brig " Thomas;" of
which fact, in our ignorance of his character and conduct, we made honor-.
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able mention at the timo, (see despatch No. 52 of 1838, dated the 24th
December.) In the missive before us, he refers to it, and shows that, un-
flinching advocate as he professes to be for national independence, the ves-
sel was taken, by his direction, in this harbor, by an armed force from the
American sloop of-war "Ontario." Had an English vessel of war been
committing such an act in a foreign port, we might, perhaps, have been
fairly liable to all those charges here made against us, for a trampling upon,
and contempt of, the rights of a powerless nation; but the American consul
holds himself privileged to outrage those rights, and to commit an act which
we may justly declare to have been perfectly wanton, because it was totally
unnecessary. As an American vessel, the "c Thomas " could not sail out of
the harbor without The American consul's special permission; and, in fact, it
was only taken to be delivered up to the Captain General of the island, who
would unquestionably, as a matter of course, have ordered the vessel to be
detained, upon an official demand from Mr. Trist, had he been pleased to
makse it. But this regular mode of proceeding did not comport with his
temper or views. Without charging him with a vainglorious desire to
make an exhibition of his power, or doubting his desire to defeat a slave.
trading expedition, we must point out the fact confessed-that the captain of
the "Thomas," who was also the owner, and acknowledged "6a man of very
good connexions," had unfortunately, upon some former occasion, -had a
quarrel with Mr. Trist, at whose "tdemand" he had been for some weeks in
prison, and had thus become "a most distinguished and sympathy-exciting
victim of consular persecution." (See MSS. p. 87.)
The force of this sneer your lordship will best understand, by perusing

the proceedings at different meetings held at Boston and New York, for
petitioning the United States Government to remove Mr. Trist from his
office, for various acts of capricious tyranny and neglect of duty. Of one
of these meetings we enclose an account; and your lordship will perceive
from it, that Mr. Trist's own countrymen have just as much cause as we
bave to condemn him, for those perverted feelings and overweening notions
of importance, which persons of weak minds are so apt to fall into when
filling appointments (no matter what) beyond their capability or meriL
Had the case against the Thomas been undeniably a clear one, the step

of so forcibly taking possession of her in a foreign port, unnecessarily,
would still have been most unjustifiable; much more, then, when it was
so doubtful that, upon investigation by the local authorities, (of which he
makes no mention,) they at once ordered her release, censured the deten-
tion, and awarded the master damages; which he is now seeking to recover,
we understand, from the captain of the Outario.
From all these facts, we think it evident, that Mr. Trist's vaunted affec-

tion for national independence, and hatred of slavery, cannot be very
deeply rooted; when he is found, by his writings, to be such an apologist
for the slave-trade, such an abettor of slave-dealers, and so ready to violate
the dearest provisions of respect for the rights% of foreign nations, unneces-
sarily, and manifestly only to gratify his own petty resentments. Such a
person should be the last to accuse others of unworthy actions or dishonor-
able motives; and certainly in this case the maxim seems as if it might
be relied on-to estimate the solidity of a Man's principles, And the-truth of
his professions, inversely to the intensity of'the loudness with which they
are so unnecessarily paraded.

Holding the very lucrative office of American consul, we cannot sup-



pose that the few dollars Mr. Trist may further gain as Portuguese consul
can be to him of any consideration. But surely it little 'becomes him to
taunt us with being paid from the labors of the factory-girl, (pp. 94 and 98)
when he is himself so ready to partake of the blood-money of the slave.
We write thus decidedly, because, as Mr. Trist has penned his invectives

in that ridiculously inflated and theatrical style, so appropriate for his ex-
travagant and delirious ideas of personal and national importance, with the
evident expectation that they will be presented and printed among the
papers laid before the House of Commons next session,.we should feel un-
willing, in case your lordship please to indulge him, that his own conduct
should be left unexposed, or the indignities offered us unrepelled. Those
indignities we had but one way of meeting, with regard to himself, per-
sonally; and, accordingly, in our acknowledgomentof his papers, we ex-
pressed the fact of their being received, in the shortest terms of official
courtesy. (Enclosure No. 2.) We feel assured that, in so doing, we shall
receive your lordship's sanction, considering it all that was due to such an
unbusiness-like collection of extravagances as that which Mr. Trist has
here been so self-deluded as to put forth for arguments, opinions, and speci-
mens of eloquence. That acknowledgment, however, in accordance with
an intimation given in his voluminous letter, (p. 95,) Mr. Trist sent back
unopened, (as we suppose, purposing an insult,) through the post office, in
a large and thick envelope, so as to put us to the most expense of postage.
We ought, perhaps, to explain, with respect to his cavilling about the

terms in which we communicated your lordship's message, that they were
written with reference to a paragraph in our former letter, which, for con-
ciseness' sake, had been afterwards struck out; and that we wrote the last,
knowing the wild lengths which Mr. Trist is so apt to go, in terms ex-
pressly not to give him the opportunity of taking your lordship for a cor-
respondent, instead of ourselves.
We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, my lord, your lord-

ship's most obedient, humble servants,
J. KENNEDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

The right hon. the VISCOUNT PALMERSTON, G. C. B., SAc. 4-c. 4-c.

Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Consul of the United States at Ha-
vana.

HAVANA, September 5, 1839.
SIR: We beg to acknowledge having received your answer, bearing date

the 2d July, with postscript of the 29th August last, in reply to our official
communication of the 1st July, written in obedience to directions from her
Britannic Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
That answer of yours we will take the earliest means to forward to her

Majesty's Government, though we regret to find it of a character only cal-
culated to increase existing impressions.

We have, &c.,
J. KENNEDY,

N. P. TRIST, Esq., CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.
United States CGonsul.

[NOTE.-Trhis letter was returned unopened by Mr. Trist, as will appear
from his letter to the department on the subject.]
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Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
NO. 22.]

HAVANA, July 15, 1839.
MY LORD: We have the honor to acknowledge having received your

lordship's despatch No. 3, of 1839, dated the 16th April, on the subject of
the correspondence we had, in January last, with Mr. Trist, the United
States consul at this place, respecting the slave-ship "c Venus."

In obedience to your lordship's directions, we addressed a letter to Mr.
Trist, informing him " that her Majesty's Government would feel most sin-
cerely obliged by his furnishing us, tat any time, with any information ill
his power, which might enable her Majesty's Government to enforce the
penalties of the law against British subjects concerned in slave-trade."
We also duly commiiunicated your lordship's sentiments oln the obligation

arising from the engagements entered into between the two countries by the
treaty of Ghent, for the entire abolition of the slave-trade, ' that the agents
of each Government should furnish to the agents of the other Goveranment
any information calculated to enable that other Government more eflectut-
ally to accomplish the common purpose."
We beg to refer your lordship to the copy of the letter enclosed; to which

we have not received any reply.
We have tile honor to he, with the greatest respect, my lord, your lord-

ship's most obedient humble servants,
3. KE:NNEjDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

The right hon. the VISCOUNT PALMERSTON, G. C. B., c., Ac., c.

Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.

[EXTRACT.1
HAVANA, Janiiary 19, 1839.

In the despatch datkdl. 22d August last, from her Majesty's cornmis-
sioners at this place, your lordship was informed of the arrival here of the
American ship " Venius," (built at Baltimore, expressly for the slave-trade,)
and of her departure shortly after for the coast of Africa. The "dVenus"
sailed hence under the American flag, with several Arnerican citizens on
board; but in the ship's articles, of which a glance, in bravado, was afford-
ed her Majesty's commissary judge, it was expressly stipulated that she was
to be taken to Bahia, there to be transferred to the Portugutese flag. This,
however, appears not to have been done; for, in the almost incredibly short
period of four months, the ship has returned, and in the beginning of this
month landed on the coast the extraordinary cargo of not fewer than S60
slaves. At this time the name was changed to the" Duquesa (te Braganza,"
and she bore the Portutguese flog; but it was a matter of doubt wvhether a
valid, if any, transfer of her had taken place; and it was currently believed
that the Anmerican subjects who had sailed in her from this port, had been
present at the time when the slaves were taken on board. Indeed, it was
reported from the parties themselves, that they had been visited on the coast
of-Africa, when bearing the American flag, by tile officers of a British
cruiser; and, upon being asked what they were doing there, answered the
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inquirers by saying " it was no business of theirs," and that " they were
Americans." They boasted, also, that though one of the cruisers watched,
and saw them take part of their cargo on board, and attempted afterwards
to follow them, yet the chase was made in vain ; and, undoubtedly; the
wonderfully short time in which this unprecedentedly successful voyage has
been made, fully warrants the character which the ship brought here with
her for her fast-sailing qualities.

Under these circumstances, we felt it our duty to call the attention of the
American consul, who is also acting as Portuguese consul, to so gross a
violation of the laws, as well as of the flag of the United States.
To this communication of ours the answer was returned, of which we

enclose your lordship a copy. stating, at very considerable length, the opin-
ions which had actuated him (the consul) on the occasion just referred to,
as well as his views in the present instance. The answer is worthy of
consideration, as an evidence of the feelings held by certain classes of the
American community with regard to the slave-trade, and the part taken by
the British Government to suppress it. In our reply, wve confined ourselves
to a general assertion of our duties, and of the grounds on which we exer-
cised then. As we hear the correspondence has been sent to the Govern-
ment of the United States, we trust your lordship will consider the terms
in which we addressed the consul, as well as those in which we answered
his reply, to be deserving the support of her Majesty's Government.
With regard to the ship "lVuens," otherwise the " Duquesa de Bragan-

za," we should state that the original cost, we understand, was $30,4)00;
and that the fitting out, and expenses of every description for the voyage,
including the value for the return cargo, was estimated at $60,000onore-
say, altogether, $100,000. The number of negroes brought back, as has
been before stated, was 860; and they are said to have sold at $340 per
head-producing the sum of nearly $300,000; of which, therefore, two-
thirds was net profit. So long as such returns can be effected, we fear that
no efforts whatever will be effectual in suppressing the traffic, and certainly
not while the dealers have only to meet such a system of corruption as
pervades every department of the Government of the island.
We have only further to add, that the ship Ah Duquesa de Braganza" is

principally owned by the slave dealer Mazorra, whomn we have so often had
occasion to name, and a Frenchman named Gautier; and that she is pre-
paring again for another voyanre.

Viscounut Palm erstonl to h1er Majesty's Comnmissio-ners.
FoREIGN OFFICE, April 16, 1839.

GENTLEMEN: I have received your despatch of the 19th of January,
1839, containing copies of a correspondence which had taken place between
yourselves and Mr. rrist, the United States consul at the Havana, on the
occasion of your having communicated to that gentleman information re-
specting the vessel, the 5 Venus," which had sailed from the Havana for
Africa,Tindur the flag of the Union, witti several American citizens onl board.
and had returned within four months, with a cargo of 860 slaves from
Africa.

With reference to that part of Mr. Trist's letter to you, which relates to
British fabrics made expressly for Africa, and to shackles of British manu-
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acture intended for slave-trade, exported from England, and imported into
Cuba, I have to desire that you will state to Mr. Trist, that, if he can at any
time furnish her Majesty's Government, through you, with any information
which may, directly or indirectly, enable her Majesty's Government to en-
force the penalties of the law against British subjects who may be concern-
ed in slave trade, her Majesty's Government will feel most sincerely obliged
to him.
You will observe to Mr. Trist, that the two Governments having. by the

10th article of the treaty of Ghent, mutually engaged to each other that
they would "1 use their utmost endeavors to promote the entire abolition of
the slave-trade," it seems to be perfectly consistent with the respect which
the agents of each country must feel for the other country, that they should
not only themselves act in strict accordance with the spirit of the engage-
ment which their own Government has contracted, but that they should
furnish to the agents of the other Government any information which may
be calculated to enable that other Government more effectually to accom-
plish the common purpose.

I am, &c.,
PALMERSTON.

HER MAJESTY'S CONIMISSIONERS, E-C., EC., SAC.

Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston.

No. 32 UPPER GROSVENOR STREET,
January 18, 1840.

The undersigned, minister plenipotentiary from the United States, had
the honor to receive, on the 2d instant, the note of Lord Palmerston, her
Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, under date of
December 31, with the accompanying despatch and its enclosures, received
by her Majesty's Government, from its commissioners established at the
Havana, under the treaties between Spain and Great Britain for the sup-
pression of the slave-trade.
The undersigned will take the earliest opportunity of communicating to

his Government copies of Lord Palmerston's note, with the papers accom-
panying it, including the letter of Mr. Trist, the American consul at the
Havana; the original of which, having been sent to the undersigned, for
the reasons stated in Lord Palmerston's communication, he has now the
honor of returning to his lordship, together with the other documents of
like character. This would have been done some days ago, but for the
great length of Mr. Trist's letter, a copy of which the undersigned was
desirous of placing in possession of his Government. As the subject to
which these papers relate is one of great delicacy and interest, involving,
as it does, the conduct of ope of its public functionaries, it will rest alone
with the President of the United States to decide upon the measures which
it may be proper, under the circumstances, finally to adopt.
The undersigned has the honor to offer to Lord Palmerston reiterated

assurances of his distinguished consideration.
A. STEVENSON.
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Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 25, 1840.

SIR: A note received some time ago at this department, from the British
legation here, relating to a supposed abuse of the American flag by subjects
of other Powers, to cover the illegal traffic in African slaves, contains, in-
cidentally, a representation against the consul of the United States at Ha-
vana, who, it is stated, has, upon certain occasions, while acting for Portu-
guese subjects, in the absence of a consul of that nation, given to the
owners or commanders of sieve vessels, for them to fill up at pleasure,
printed blank forms, to which his signature was affixed-a practice which
her Majesty's Government supposes has contributed in affording material
assistance to the masters of such vessels in the detested traffic.
The grave charge above alluded to having attracted the attention of Mr.

Trist, in the public journals, some time during the last summer, he ad-
dressed a note to this department, (extracts from which are now transmitted
to you in confidence,) requesting that a formal application might be made
to the British Government for one or more specimens of the blank forms in
question, and for all other specific information that it could furnish relative
to the subject. But, as Mr. Fox, in a conversation with me soon after the
receipt of Mr. Trist's letter, intimated that he was about to make a commu-
nication to this Government regarding the abuse of its flag, connected with
a complaint against the American consul at Havana, it was presumed that
one of those blank forms, (or at least a transcript of one of them,) would
probably accompany his letter, and render unnecessary a demand on his
Government: In this expectation I have, however, been disappointed. Mr.
Fox's promised communication has been made, without enclosing the paper
desired.

It is alike due to the source of these representations, and to the character
of Mr. Trist, that a close inquiry should be instituted into his official con-
duct; but, before a full investigation of the truth of this charge against him
can take place, it will be necessary that this department should be informed
of the precise character of the signed blanks referred to, and, if to be had,
be possessed of one of them for examination. For this purpose, the Presi-
dent directs that you apply to the British Government, without delay, to
communicate to you one or more of the blank forms in question, bearing
the signature of Mr. Trist, which, so soon as received, you will transmit
to me.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN FORSYTH.

ANDREW STEVENSON, Esq., ec. 4Sc. Sac.

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.

[EXTRACT.]
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,

London, February 29, 1840.
SIR: I acknowledged, on the 25th instant, the receipt of your despatch,

(No. 65,) with the accompanying extract from Mr. Trist's letter. I im-
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mediately asked an interview with Lord Palmerston, for the purpose of ful-
filling the President's wishes; which took place the ensuing day, at the For-
eign Office. After explaining the nature and object of the request which I
had been instructed to make, Lord Palrnerston at once said that he was not
quite certain that any of the printedforms to which I had referred had ever
been in possession of the Government; but that, if they had, and could be
found, they should be furnished with great pleasure. He, moreover, said
that he would cause an immediate examination to be made, and, if it should
turn out that these papers had not been forwarded to the department, orders
should be sent out to the Havana to have them forwarded through their
minister (Mr. Fox) in Washington.
As Lord Palmerston was in the act of going down to the House of Com-

mons when I arrived, and our conversation of course very brief, I deemed
it best, on getting home,.to write an official note. to guard against any mis-
understanding, and insure an early attention to the subject. I accordingly
addressed to his lordship the note, of which a copy is herewith enclosed.
No answer has yet been received; but I shall keep this despatch open un-
til the last moment to-night, to enable me, should one come, to forward it
by the " British Queen," which sails to-rnorrow.
JOHN FORSYTH, Esq.,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston.
32 UPPER GROSVENOR STREET,

February 27, 1840.
MY LORD: Since our conversation of yesterday, at the Foreign Office, I

have deemed it best to put in an official form the explanations which I had
the honor of giving to your lordship upon the subject of our interview.

It appears that, in one of the communications from your minister (Mr.
Fox) to the Secretary of State, on the subject of the supposed abuse of the
American flag by vessels of other Powers engaged in the slave-trade, a rep-
resentation. wits incidentally made against Mr. florist, the consul of the Uni-
ted States at the Havana, who, it was supposed, had (whilst acting for Por-
tuguese subjects, in the absence of the consul of that nation) given to the
owners or commandants of slave ships. to be filled up at pleasure, printed
blankforms, to which his signature was attached, and which, in the opin-
ion of her Majesty's Government, had contributed in affording essential aid
to the masters of such vessels in their illegal and odious traffic. This
charge, moreover, it is believed, has been made against Mr. Trist in corn
munications to her Majesty's Governmnent from its colonial authorities.
The President of the United States, feeling that it was due to her Majes-

ty's Government, as well as to the character of the consul, that so gave a
charge of official misconduct should be inquired into, has given directions
that a strict investigation should take place. This, it appears, has also been
asked on the part of Mr. Trist himself. Before, however, an inquiry into
the truth of the charge can take place, it has been deemed best to ascertain
the precise character of the blanks supposed to have been signed and given
by the consul, and, if practicable, to have at least one of them placed in the
possession of the American Government. Under this view, I have been
instructed by the President to apply to her Majesty's Government on the
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subject, and to ask that one or more of those printed papers, if in its pos
session, may be communicated to me with as little delay as possible, to be
forwarded to Washington.

I beg leave, therefore, to request-that your lordship will do me the honor
to state whether there are any of those printed forms, purporting to have
been signed by Mr. Trist, in possession of her Majesty's Government; and,
if so, whether it will be their pleasure to furnish one or more of them, for
the purposes indicated.

In the readiness with which the representations of her Majesty's Govern-
ment upon this subject have been attended to, I flatter myself with the hope
that your lordship will not fail to see a spirit of just conciliation on the
part of my Government, and a prompt sensibility to a traffic alike in viola-
tion of the laws of humanity and those of the two countries.

1 pray your lordship to accept assurances of my high consideration and
respect. A. STEVENSON.

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.

[ EXTRACT. J

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, April 13, 1840.

* * X * * * * *

I herewith enclose copies of two notes from Lord Palmerston, upon the
subject of the documents desired by the State of Massachusetts, and the
printed forms supposed to have been signed by Mr. Trist, our consul at the
Havana, in relation to the slave-trade.

Lord Palnerston to Mr. Stevenson.

FOREIGN OFFICE, March 17,1840.
The undersigned, her Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of theanote addressed to
him, on the 27th ultimo, by Mr. Stevenson, envoy extraordinary and min-
ister plenipotentiary from the United States of America, in which Mr. Ste-
venson requests to be furnished, for the use of his Government, with one,
at least, of certain forms said to have been signed in blank by Mr. Trist,
the United States consul at the Havana, and to have been furnished by him
to the owners or commandants of vessels about to be engaged in sltve-trade;
and the undersigned has. in reply, to state to Mr. Stevenson that inquiries
will be made whether any papers of this description are in the possession of
the British authorities; and, if so, they shall be transmitted to Mr. Steven-
son according to his desire.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Steven-

son the assurance of his distinguished consideration.
PALMERSTON.
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Mr. Stevenson to Mr. F'orsyth.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, April 14, 1840.

SIR: I have this moment received a letter from Lord Palmerston, in re-
lation to the prit. A forms requested in your despatch of the 25th of Janu-
ary,'of which I suDjoin a copy; and am, sir, very respectfully, your obedi-
ent servant,

A. STEVENSON.
JOHN FORSYTH, Esq.,

Secretary of State, Washington.

FOREIGN OFFICE, April 13, 1840.
Lord Palmerston presents his compliments to Mr. Stevenson, and, in reply

to that part of his note of the 1th instant which relates to the printed forms
said to have been signed in blank by Mr. Trist, has to acquaint Mr. Steven-
son that inquiries have been made whether any papers of this description
are in the possession of British authorities; and that Lord Palmerston will
acquaint Mr. Stevenson with the result of the inquiries, as soon as it shall
have been made known to her Majesty's Government.

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.

[EXTRACT.]

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, August 12,1840.

SIR: I herewith transmit the copy of another communication from Lord
Palmerston, on the subject of the slave-trade, together with sundry original
papers and printed forms which accompanied it, connected with the charges
which have been made by his Government against Mr. Trist, our consul
at the Havana. You will see, from Lord Palmerston's note, that I am par-
ticularly requested to draw the attention of the President to the observa-
tions contained in the despatch of the British commissioners at the Havana,
upon the subject of these papers.

JOHN FORSYTH, Esq.,
Secretary of State, Washington.

Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

FOREIGN OFFICE, August 5, f840.
SIR: With reference to the desire, which you expressed in your letter of

the 27th February, 1840, to be furnished with certain printed forms, which
it was represented that Mr. Trist, United States consul at the Hivana, had
given, in blank, to the owners or commandants of slave-ships, to be filled up
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by them at pleasure, I have now to transmit to you, for communication to
the United States Government, the accompanying copy of a despatch from
her Majesty's commissioners at Sierra Leone, together with the authenti-
cated documents enclosed in that despatch, containing, in original-1st, the
ninster-roll of the slave-vessel " Coiistituaio;' 2d, a certificate of the ship-
ment of slave equipment for lawful purposes; and, furthermore, three cer-
tificates of the disembarcation of seamen from the vessel in question. And
I have to request that you will draw the attention of the President of the
United States to the observations contained in the despatch from her Ma-
jesty's commissioners at Sierra Leone, upon the subject of these papers.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
PALMERSTON.

A. STEVENSOW, Esq, 4Ac., 6-c, 4Ac.

SIERRA LEONE, May 12, 1840.
My LORD: We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lord-

ship's despatch, No. 6, of the 17th May last, respecting certain papers stated
to have been furnished to the owners of vessels about to be engaged in the
slave-trade, by Mr. Trist, the United States consul at Havana, whovwas
lately acting as Portuguese consul in that city.

In compliance with your lordship's directions, we transmit, herewith,
the two documents alluded to by her Majesty's commissioners in the report
of the case of the Portuguese vessel Consrituiedo, on the 20th October, 1838,
and which are the muster-roll, and a custom-house certificate of the lawful
objects with which an extraordinary nurmrber of water-casks, a boiler of
larae dimensions, and plank, had been embarked in that vessel., The for-
mer of these documents has been authenticated by Mr. Trist's certificate,
dated the day previous to that on which the nuster-roll itself bears date;
whilst a similar paper from Mr. Trist, respecting the custom-house certifi-
cate, is wanting that gentleman's signature, though having his seal of of-
fice. .

With respect to the blank forms bearing the signature of Mr. Trist, stated
bv Lieutenant Oliver, the captor of the abovementioned "&Constitugio," to
have been found, at the time of her seizure, in the desk of a Spanish pas-
senger, wrho represented himself to be the owner of that vessel and her
cargo, we beg leave to state that we have not been able to discover any
papers exactly answering the description in question among those lodged
in the archives of the court.

In the papers of the ConstitugAo we found the enclosed certificates for
three sailors, said to have been disembarked from that vessel at Havana; in
each of which the description of (he man named has been omitted by Mr.
rTrist, and the space for this purpose left open. in handing these certifi-
cates to your lordship, we would beg to draw attention to the fact of the
names of two only of the three seamen stated to have been landed from the
"'GConstituca;o" being mentioned in the mnster-roll, (enclosture No. 1.) al-
though Mr. Trist granted the certificates in question on the day subsequent
to that on which he had authenticated the muster-roll.

Should the certificates now transmitted to your lordship n'ot be the pa-
pers mentioned by Lieutenant Oliver in his report to Admiral Elliot, and
alluded to in your lordship's despatch to Mr. Fox of the 22d February,
1839, they cannot have been delivered into the court, as they should have
been, when the " Constittapo," was presented for adjudication.

11

161, [ 125 ]:



9.869604064

Table: Matricula e rol da equipagem da escuna Portugue?za denominada Constitu??ao, de que he mestre Eduardo Roberto, a qual segue viagem para S?ao Paulo de Luanda, com a tripula??ao abaixo mencionada, a saber:
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We shall take the earliest opportunity of communicating to the senior

naval officer on this station your lordships wishes in respect to the blank
forms mentioned by Lieutenant Oliver, or the naval commanderin-chief,
that they may be at once transmitted to England for your lordship's infor-
mation.

We have, &c.,
R. DOHERTY,
WALTER W. LEWIS.

The Rt. Hon. VISCOUNT PALMERSTON, . 0. B., 4-c., c., c.

No. 1.

Matriculda e rol da eqyipagem da escuna Portugueza denominada
Constitusio, de que lie mestre Eduardo lRoberto, a equal segue viagem
para Sao Paulo de Luanda, cor,& a tripulaFdo abaixo mencionada, a
eaber:

Empregos. Nomes. Naturalidade. Estado.

Capitao - Eduardo Roberto - 24 Lisboa - Solteiro.
Piloto - Diego Lopez - 28 Cartagena - Do..
2d piloto .Rarnao Quirzo - 26 Cadiz - - Do.
Contramestre Jos6 Pinedo 28 Manilla . Cazado.
Carpinteiro - Joao Sao Martino - 30 Cartagena d'lndias Do.
Despenseiro - Jos6 Donorena . 29 Do Solteiro.
Cusinheiro- - Miguel Marguedal 28 Do - Do.
Marinheiros . Francisco de Goio - 26 Portugal - DDo.

Do . Vicente Plaely - 24 Do Do.
Do . Antonio Silva - 26 Figoeira - - Do.
Do - Antonio Preto - 26 Porto -- - Do.
Do -Francisco do Hey '30 Do - Do,
Do Modesto Antonio - 24 Madeira - - Do.
Do -Pedro Simao - 28 Ilha Terceira Do.
Do Joao Baptista. - 34 lUha do Maio - Do.
Do - Zeferino Fernandez - 25 Porto - - Cazado.
Do - Joa companyy - 30 Do - Do.
Do - Ignacio Lajolla - 28 Lisboa - Solteiro.

3Mi~o08 . Eusebio Perez - 24 Porto - Do.
- Miguel Martorany - 24 Lisboa - - Do.

Do. Jose" Maria Martinez 24 Ilha do Faiar - Do.
Do Joaquimn Gomez . 23 Do - Do.
Do Aleixandre de Rozario 24 Manilla -. Do.

Page Gauthano Padrao - 15 Do . . Do.

Armamcnto.
Doze espingardas, doze fracados, huma colica, duaz gorreneias, e sis

esmers,.
HAVANA, 8 de Junho de 1838.

0 caPitio,
EDUARDO ROBERTO.

Matricula e rol da equipagem da escuna Portugue?za denominada Constitu??ao, de que he mestre Eduardo Roberto, a qual segue viagem para S?ao Paulo de Luanda, com a tripula??ao abaixo mencionada, a saber:



CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, H&avana:
: I, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States, do hereby certify, that,
on the day of the date hereof, before me personally appeared Don Eduardo
Roberto, master of the Portuguese schooner Constituio, and declared the
document hereunto annexed to be a true and faithful list of the crew (con-
sisting of twenty-four men, all told) and armament of said vessel; which
declaration is received and certified to by me, because of there not being
here at this time any consul or consular agent of Portugal to do such acts
for vessels of that nation.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affirm my seal of office,
at Havana, this seventh day of June, in the year of our Lord one

1L. S.] thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and of the independence
of the United States the sixty-second. N. P. TrRIST.

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, Havana:
I, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States, do hereby certify, that

Don T. Estives, merchant of this city, has declared to me that, being there-
unto authorized and empowered by Don Luis Caravalho, owner of the Por-
tuguese schooner Constitu.9io, he has appointed Eduardo Roberto as mas-
ter thereof; in the place of Antonio Joaquim, late master; which declaration
is received and certified to by me, in consequence of there not being here
at this time any consul or consular agent of Portugal to do such acts for
vessels of that nation..

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal of office,
at Havana, this seventh day of Jane, in the year of our Lord one

[L. s.] thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and of the independence
of the United States the sixty-second.. N. P. TRIST.

Don TOMAS RODMIGUEZ DE YURPLE Y ECHAVARRI, contador de ejercito
honorable, y principal de la aduana de este puerto por S. M.

Certifico: Que en el registro de la goleta Portuguesa Constitucion acierto
con destino ai San Pablo de Loando al cargo de su capitan Don Eduardo
Roberto, existe una poliza con el No. 4, corrida por el propio capitan cuyo
tenor es el siguiente: Ocho bocoyes de cuatro pipas; diez y seis iden de tres;
doce de sesenta y de cien galones para la aguada y conducion de aciete de
palmas al regreso; un mil seis ciontos pies de tablas; trescientos sesenta
y ocho pies de alfardas, todo para former barraca; un caldero grande par&
clarificar aceite; y a los efectos conlsiguientes doy la presente, en virtlud de
decreto del sen6r administrador general del dia hoy, en la Habaniia, a nueve
de Junio de mil ochocientos treinta y ocho.

TOMAS DE YURRE.
CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, Havana:

I, Nicholas P. Trist, consul of the United States, do hereby certify that
the signature to the document hereunto annexed is in the handwriting of
Don romas de Yurre, contador of the royal customs of this place, to
whose acts as such full faith. and credit are due.

In testimony whereof, 1 hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal of offtz~e,
at Havana, this -ighth day of June, in the year of our Lord one

[L. S.] thousand eight hundred and thirty eight, and of the independence
of the United States the sixty-second.

[Without signaturee]
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CONSULADO DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA.

Filiacion.

Cuerpo
Carnes
Cabello
Ojos
Cara
Color
Boca
Barba
Nariz
Edad

Sefiates particular. .
.~~~~~

El marinero Jos6 Maria Martinez, qui perte-
necia h la goleta Portugueza Constitu.9io, ha sido
desembarcado legalmentc de dicho buque, y esti
ahora al cargo de este consulado.

Habafia, 8 de Junio de 18
N. P. TRiST.

No. 65.

CONSULADO DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMBERICA.

Filiacion.

Cnerpo
Carnes
Cabllo
Ojos
Cara
Color
Boca
Barba
Nariz
Edad

Saeialea particulaTes.

ElImarinero Miguel Maristany, qui pertenecia
a la goleta Portugueza Constitugio; ha sido des.
embarcado legalmente de dicho buque, y esti
ahora al cargo de este consulado.

Habafia, 8 de Junio de 1838.
N. P. TRIST.

No. 62.

CONSULADO DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA.

FVIiacion.

Cuerpo
Carnes
Cabbllo
Ojos
*Cara
Color
Boca
Barba
Nariz
0dad

Sefiales particulares.

El marinero Eusebio Perez, qui pertenecia i la
goleta Portugueza Constituqao, ha sido desembar.
cado legalmente de dicho buque, y esta ahora- al
cargo de este consulado.

Habatia, 8 de Junio de 1838.
No.66N. P..TRIST.

No. 66

E1r5]
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Mr. &tevenson to Lord Palmerston.

32 UPSPER GROsVENOR STREET,
August 6, 1840.

MY LORD: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's
note of yesterday, enclosifig the copy of a despatch from her' Majesty's com-
.missioners at Sierra Leone, on the subject of the. slave-trade, together with
certain authenticated documents therein enclosed, which I will take the ear.
list opportunity of communicating to my Government, and calling its atten-
tion to those parts of the commissioners despatch which your lordship
desires.

I have the honor to be, your lordship's obedient servant,
A. STEVENSON.

Rt. Hon. Lord ViSCOUNT PALMERSTON,

Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth.
WASHINGTON, October 30, 1839.

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's envoy extraordinary and min-
ister plenipotentiary, has been instructed by his Government to transmit to
the Secretary of State of the United States the enclosed copies of papers,
consisting of numerous official reports and despatches received by her Ma-
jesty's Government, which contain evidence of the surprising and deplorable
extent to which the American flag is now employed for the. protection of
the inhuman traffic in African slaves. Her Majesty's Government are well
persuaded that a knowledge of the frauds and evasions of the law which
these papers disclose-frauds and evasions practised for the purpose of cov-
ering the most cruel and sordid acts of barbarity against a portion of the
human race-will excite feelings of as deep sorrow and indignation in the
Government of the United States, as the discovery of tbem has occasioned
to her Majesty's Government; and that the Government of the United
States will not delay to take resolute and effectual steps,'either singly, or
in concert with Great Britain, for suppressing this dreadful system of crime,
and for resacing the respected flag of the Republic from a reproach which
the vilest crimes of mankind are seeking to cast upon It.

It was naturally to be expected that the first information upon facts re-
lating to the African slkVe-trade, although connected with the flag of a for-
eign nation, should be conveyed through the officers of the British Govern-
ment. The various and long-continued efforts of Great Britain for the sup-
pression of the trade, the extensive control exerted through the conventions
with foreign Powers, and the special courts of commission established in
different quarters of the globe, have given to her Majesty's Government SU-
perior means of intelligence to what can be possessed by the Government
of any other country.

It does not appear that the American flag 'began to be extensively em-
,ployed for the protection of the slave-trade until between two and three
years ago; but, from that time to this, the abuse has continued to increase
in a regul-ar and terrible proportion. Various circumstances, which. are
clearly pointed out in the enclosed papers, appear to have contributed to
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produce this effect; but it is chiefly to be ascribed to the following cause:
Through the persevering efforts of Great Britain, nearly all Christian na-
tions, with the exception of the United States, have been induced to engage
in a common league for the suppression of the trade. Most of the maritime
Powers have now conceded the right of search, under due regulations, to
her Majesty's cruisers; and new conventions negotiated with foreign Gov..
ernments are every day adding to the extent of the combination. The mis.
creants who drive the detested traffic in human.beings are thus gradually
losing their former protections, arid are breaking themselves to the remain.
ing fag whose protection can avail them. It will be seen that Spanish,
Portuguese, and Brazilian slave-traders, with outlaws and pirates of all na-
tions, are now flocking under the cover of the Arqerican flag. The great
bulk of the trade will soon be carried on tinder that protection alone; and,
unless severe measures of repression: be. adopted, the astonishing sight will
be shown to the world, of the flag of that nation which, to its great honor,
was amongst the first to abolish the slave-trade, becoming its chief.support
and protection..
The undersigned will now proceed to point out to the Secretary of State

of the United States some of the leading cases, of which.the particulars are
detailed in the enclosed papers.

In the year 1837, the attention of her. Majesty's officers was excited by
the discovery that various vessels intended for the African slave-trade were
built and equipped in the ports of the United States, from whence they had
proceeded, under the American flag, either to Havana, or to the Cape
Verd islands, or direct to the slave coast of Africa; being there. for the first
time, (and generally by fraudulent means,) transferred to some Spanish or
Portuguese owner; and making the return voyage, with cargoes of slaves
.on board, under the Spanish or Portuguese flag.

It.will be found by the enclosed reports, that, in the month of October,
1837, two vessels of the above description, named the :' Washington" and.
the ", Joseph Hand," sailed from Havana for thle Cape Verd islands, under
the flag of the United States; their ultimate destination being the coast of
Africa, and their employment the illicit traffic in slaves. These vessels
wore followed, in the month of November of the same year, by the Arneri-
can schooner the "c Cleopatra," whose destination and character, and the
criminal objects of the voyage, proved to .be the same as in the cases pre-
ceding.
But one of the earliest and most marked cases of illicit slave-dealing, uin-

.der the protection of the American flag, to which the undersigned is desi.
rous of calling the attention of the United States Government, is the case
of the "Venus," of Baltimore. This vessel was built at Baltimore in the
beginning of 1838, destined, there is full reason to believe, expressly for the
slave-trade. In July, 183S, she was despatched from Baltimore to.Havana,
consigned to a well-known and shameless slave-trader of that place, of the
name of Mayona. On the 4th of August following, she again sailed from
Havana, under the American flag, fully equipped for the slave-trade, and
bound ostensibly to Bahia, ini Brazil, where she was to be transferred to the
Portuguese flag. Instead of proceeding, however, to Bahia, she sailed to
the coast of Africa, and returning, in the short space of foulr months, to the
coast of Cuba, landed a cargo of no less than 860 slaves in the immediate
neighborhood of Havana. The name of the vessel had, in the mean time,
been changed to the s; Duquesa de Braganza," and, upon her return to Cuba



shle bore the Portuguese flag; but it does not appear that any valid or legal
transfer had taken place: in any case, her outward voyage, with equipment
for the slave trade; was protected by her American character. The illegal
objects for which this vessel was employed, and the fraudulent transfer of
ownership and flag, were assisted, there is no doubt (though it is to be hoped
unintentionally) by the circumstance of the United States consul at Havana
exercising, at the period in question, the functions of Portuguese consul also.
The " Venus" was reported at the time to be one of the latestt sailing ves-

sels ever built, and to be capable of conveying the enormous cargo of 1,100
slaves. The guilty partners in the voyage above recounted are believed to
have made a clear profit, by that one voyage, of 200,000 dollars-the fruits
of their inhuman crime. Most assuredly, -as long as such amazing profit can
be acquired, the same crimes will be committed, unless some means can be
found to amend and strengthen the law, or unless far more vigilant and
strenuous exertions be used to enforce the law as it exists. It will be found
that all the above particulars, which were first reported by her Majesty's au-
thorities at theHavana-namely, the slave-trading adventure ofthe "Venus"
to the African coast; her protection oln the outward voyage, though equipped
for the slave-trade, under the American flag; the shipment of 1,100 slaves;
and the fraudulent substitution of the Portucnese for the American flag,
when the slaves were actually on board-are fully and remarkably confirm-
ed by the statement of a British officer on the African station, (Lieutenant
Popham, of her Majesty's sloo " Pelican,") which will be cited in a subse-
quent part of the present note.
By referring to the. series of correspondence herewith enclosed, it will be

seen that Lietitenant .Kellet, commanding her Majesty's brig " Brisk," in a
despatch, dated the 23d of October, 18.38, calls the attention of Rear Admi-
ral Elliot to the case of the United States schooner "Mary Hooper,k" Charles
Bergstiand master and owner, belonging to Philadelphia. This vessel sailed
from Havana oni the 28th of May, 1838, for Porto Praya, consigned to a no-
torious slave-dealer at the Galtitas. When last boarded by the "Brisk,".
she was lying off Tradetown, readvi to take in a cargo of slaves. "This,"
observes Lieutenant Kellet. "is not the first instance in which the flag of the.
United States has been made use of for the purpose of screening offenders
from her Majesty's ships.. If this case is successfully, I fear the difficulties of
her Majesty's squadron, in. suppressing the slave-trade on this coast, will be
greatly increased, as I feel confident we shallin the succeeding season, have
aunuerous vessels carrying on the traffic in a similar manner, when it can
be done with suic impunity. I am satisfied she has also Portuguese papers,
which the master partly admitted (when 1 first boarded her) he had receiv-
ed at Porto Praya. If she were to meet,.on her arrival in the West Indies, a
United Stares ship of war, she has Portuguese papers.; and American papers
for her Majesty's ships; which, in all probability, will be the means of her
being successful."

It is to be observed, that the United States consul at Havana assisted in
clearing out the "Mary [looper" from that port, when bound upon.the voy-
age of illicit slave-trade, above denounced.

In a further despatch, addressed to Rear Admiral Elliot, by Lieutenant
Kellet, dated .Sierra. Leone, October 29th, 1838, that officer states as follows:
AOn. tle 27th instant, latitude 8° 32' N., longitude 130 3U' W., I boarded
and seized the schooner ' Mary An ie Cassard,' under American colors. I
have to state that.this vessel was lately sold by Gilbert Cassard, ofBaltimore,
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by power of attorney, to Messrs.Hernandez & Basden, of Matanzas. The
crew are composed of one British suhject, (the master, who was formerly in
her-Majesty's brigantine 'Lynx' on this coast,end was paid off in her;) the
remainder are all Spaniards. This vessel I have putinto the Spanish mix-
ed commission court for adjudication, beihg clearly of opinion that she is
Spanish property, fitted and equipped for the slave-trade."
Rear Admiral Elliot, commanding her Majesty's naval forces on the Afri-

can station, in a despatch dated (lth February,18S39, calls the attention of
her Kajesty's Government "1to the protection which slave vessels receive
from assuming the flagc of the United States ;" and in referring to the case
of thec; Mary Anne daCssard." reported byLieutenant Kellet, in his despatch
of the 29th October, 183S, Rear Admiral Elliot state's as follows The sea-
man who passed for the American captain -was, I believe, an American by
birth, though, wishing to be received onboard the 4 Lynx,'he had passed
himself as an Eng~lishiman in that vessel; the man was unable to navigate
any vessel, and was merely engaged to pass himself as the American cap.
tain, when boarded by a British man of var. She (the 'Mary Anne Cas-
sard') had herPortuguese colors on board all the time, aswas proved when
she was captured, amonth afterwards, by the same vessel. ('Brisk,') which

she mistook for a French brig cruising oln the same part of the coast, and
consequently assumed the Porttuguese character. having her slaves then on
board. Several of the slave-dealers have declared theirintention to have an
American sailinormuster in each vessel, and American colors;: and some have
had the imptidettce to assert that the Government of the United States would
not discountenance such practices by any act or agreement which could pre-
vent such grossabulse of the American flng, and such direct violation of their
own laws. Her Majesty's sloop 'Lily' has sent in a Spanish vessel, tinder
American colors, her whole crew Spanish, buat with a pretended American
captain on board. I was also informed by the American barque 'Active,'
that the Saracen had detained a Spanish slave-vessel at the Gallinas. under
American colors. Tile probable object of using the American flag will be
to protect the vessels tup to the time of the cargo being ready for shipment.
then to go through the farce of selling the vessel to a Portuguese or Spau-
lard. The actual sale of nearly all the slave-vessels in question takes place
at the Havana, where one mat is enrazed to personify an American captain;
but they seem very indifferent as to having any American papers. The
mere flag, in their opinion, is sufficient; ani'd, as they are all provided also
with their proper national flag, they are prepared, inl case of meeting an Amner-
ican vessel of' var. I mnst e-avet their lordships' early instructions on this
growing evil and abuse, which I feel is munch too disgraceful. to meet with
any countenance, direct or indirect, from the. Government of the United
States."

In a further despatcli to her Majesty's Government, datedfrom theAfrican
station the 13th of February, 183'9, flezr Admiral Elliot states: " 1 have the
honor to forward the copy of a letter fromn Lieutenant J. L. R. Holt. com-
manding her Majesty's brigantine ' Bonetta,' from which, and my former
letters, it will be observed tehat the use of the American flagr is beconmin!Rg rap-
idly more general in the protection of the Spatinish slave-vessels. Of Amer-
ican flags used for this purpose, there are mori than twice as many at pres-
ent on the coast;-and in so barefaced a manner do they proceed, that some
have not even an American to personify the captain, but satisfy themselves
with furnishing one of the crew wvith a certificate of naturalization for the
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occasion. If her Majesty's ships were at liberty to send some of the pretend-
ed Americans to the United Statesarand the Government of that cou entry were
to uphold the honor of their flag, by subjecting such lawless felons to pros.
ecution and punishment, it would soon put an end to the nefarious usurp.
ations of their. flag, by the most notorious slave-dealers belonging to Spain
and Portugal."

It will now be seen that similar complaints have been offered, and that
similar violations of the laws of the United States, with abuse of the Ameri-
can flag for the protection of illicit slave-trade, have been denounced by her
Majesty's naval officers employed on the Brazilian station. Lieutenant Birch.
comnmandingther Majesty's brig "Wizard," in a despatch addressed to Com-
modore Sullivan, senior naval officer at Rio Janeiro, dated off Bahia, No-
vember 12, 1838, makes a report to this effect: "I beg to submit to your
notice the followving statements relative to the extensive share the American
flag has in forwardinZ and covering the traffic in slaves carried on by par-
ties in the port of Bahia. The American brig'Dido,' of Baltimore, her
master Phillips,and Manuel. stupercargo, when tinder Americancolors, and,
vice versd, whentinder Portugtuese colors, left the Havana about March,
1837, with a general slave cargo, consisting of arms, ammunition, spirits,
tobacco, &c., &c., touched at Port-au-Prince, St. Domingo, also at Bona-
vista, Cape Verd islands, where it is probable she gotPortuguese papers
after the usual sham sale had been effected; from thence she proceeded to
Oney river, Lagos, in the 3ight of Benin, and, after leaving there, disposed
of her cargo; visited Wydah,where she provisioned, returning to Lagos.
She finally sailed with five hundred and seventy-five slaves on board: her
crew consisting of Phillips, master; Manuel, supercargo; second mate, (a
relation of Phillips,)an American mulatto, a Sicilian, (since murdered at
Bahia.) a Norwegian, two Portuguese, and one Englishman. After a three
weeks' passage, shem ade the sand-hills to windward of Bahia. On recon-
oitring the port, her Majesty's sloop Sparrowhawk' was observed at an-

chor; upon which theyhaled off-hoisting, however, their distinguishing
flag forward, and American colors abaft, which was acknowledged from the
village outside the bar. rphat same evening five hundredfInd seventy
slaves (five having diedonil the passage) were landed close to the point Ita-
parica, at the village. During thenight the 'Dido' was cleared out, andmade her

appearance in Bahia next day, under Arnerican colors. The
above confirms what I had before learned from report off Bahia. The Eng-
lishman (Jamies Fox) now serving onboard the 'Wizard,' states thathe
would have no objection to make oath to the truth of the above statement,
provided securitywvas warranted against his being tried for a misdemeanor,
or otherwise punished for his share in the transaction. James Fox received
seventy-five dollars amniorth, aswvages, and. one hundred dollars bounty
when slaves were landed. he I Dido' was nder Portugcruese colors at
Lagos. e 'Dido' left Bahia again on the 27th of July, with general
cargo, for the coast; and was reported by the Mary Cushing,' of Baltimore,
as having been left by her, in September, in Lagos river, in the Bight of
Beaml."

In a despatch of the same date, also addressed to Commodore Sullivan.Lieutenant Birch further reports, as follows: "I hoarded, on the 16th of
September, off Poinit St. Antonio,(B3ahla,) the IEat _le,' of Baltimore, a tvo-
topsail schooner of twohundred and ten tons, tinder American colors, J.
Littig master, with crew and passengers, (in all, twenty-oneml en,) from St.

I b69 [ 125 ]



Thomas, on the line, in ballast. Her American papers were produced, and
I did not conceive myself warranted in searching her. It was reported in

BaBia that she had landed slaves to the northward; and her appearance,
on boarding, warranted the suspicion."
The same officer, in a further despatch, dated off Bahia, December 201

183S, addressed to Commodore Sullivan, states:" I have the honor to re-
port that, on the 9th of November 1 boarded, off Bahia, the American
schooner 'William Ridgway,' John Chase, jr., master and part owner, with
flourfor the market. After discharging, she was offered for sale; and
would have been sold to parties for the slave-trade, but the bills tendered
could not be negotiated; and she leftBahia on the 19th December, for Balti.
more. John Chase, jr., last voyage, sold the' Juliana' schooner, to parties in
Bahia; she sailed for the coast of Africa about the 30th July, with a great
cargo: it is said she will take slaves to Havana. John Chase, jr. told me
he had oti the stocks a vessel to be called the ' Mariana,' nearly ready, but
built expressly for the slave-trade, and that by God he would build as long
as he could find purchasers."

Again, in another despatch, dated off Bahia, December 20, 1838, thesame
officer makes the following report,with respect to the American schooner
the Mary Cushing:i"1 boarded on the 10th of November, off Bahia, the
' Mary Cushing,' of Baltimore, schooner, of one hundred and forty tons,
under American colors, Reynolds master, with a crew of ten men, all either
Portuguese or Spaniards, from Lagos and Prince's Island, in ballast, bound
toBahia. Her master volunteered leave to inspect; between decks four
leaguers and about twentywater casks were observed in her hold, and also
a quantity of loose plank; her range and coppers were much larer than
those generally used in merchant service. In Bahia it was known she had
been sold to parties at the Havana, for the purpose of slaving; that the for-
mer American master remained on board with her register, that she might
still bear the flag of the United States. From the Havana, she went to
Oney river, Lagos, for the purpose of taking in slaves; but being closely
watched by one of her Majesty's cruisers, she, after a stay ofsome weeks,
sailed, and finally came to Bahia in ballast; she is expected shortly to sail
for the coast with a general cargo,and, the first good opportunity that offers,
will ship slaves; when the American master will leave with his register, and
her first mate take charge, with the sale policy effected in the Havana. The
master observed to the boarding officer, upon some allusion being made to
the Amnerican colors he had flying,that, had henegroes on board, we should
not see those colors up."
Upon referring once more to that portion of the enclosed correspondence

which relates to the coast of Africa, it will be found that Captain Popham,
commanding her Majesty's sloopi" Pelican," in a despatch addressed to Rear
Admiral Elliot, dated 24th December, 1838, states as follows: "hThe active
and undisguised assistance given to the slave-trade by citizens of theUinited
States of America, is as notorious as it is disgraceful. The American flag
has, in several instances, given protection to Spanish and Portuguese traf-
fickers in human beings. The last instance was too shameful to pass un-
noticed. A ship called the ' Venus,' of 450 tons, built at Baltimore, on the
most approved model for swift. sailing, arrived at Lagos from Baltimore on
or about the 5th of November last. About the 24th of the same month she
sailed from Lagos, with a very large cargo of slaves-said to amount to

1,150. The American flag and papers (in possession of Mr. Phillips, the
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commander, of Baltimore) protected her until a few days before she sailed;when lie left, and the Portuguese flag was substituted for the American. It
is therefore evident that, under the American flag, she,was perfectly ready
for the reception of slaves. On the 28th of November, about a hundred
miles south of Lagos the Pelican' chased this ship, and at first gained on
her; but she Was lightened, by throwing her deck cargo anid spars over-
board; then sailed away from us with eaise, although every effort was made
to cotne up with her.- On the 30th, somewhat southeast of where our
chase commenced, we picked up two spare topmasts, a topsail-yard, and
maintop-gallant-mast of very large dimensions, quite new, and evidently
but a day or two in the water. This confirmed what I heard in Lagos
about the 'Venus.' We boarded then a large American brigantine, dis-charging a cargo for the purchase of slaves. Mr. Littig, the soi-disant
owner and commander, said the cargo was Portuguese property, and that
he hoped the brigantine soon would be. This is the third vessel brought
out (the first and second sold for the slave-trade) by the same individual.
The Pelican sailed from West bay, Prince's Island, on Saturday, the 15th of
December, for Ascension. On Monday, the 17th, at daybreak, a suspicious
sail wvas reported as being very close to us. She immediately tacked ; we
made all sail iln chase, and at 7 P. M. detained the Portuguese slave-schooner
'Magdalerna,' vith a cargo of 320 slaves, from the river Brass, or Nun.
Amongsther passengers wvas a citizen of the United States, (Mr. Huntingdon,)
who had, on the 1st of December, made over to a Spaniard the schooner
IOntario,' of Baltimore. Her sale was, no doubt, effected at Havana, al-
though. the bill of sale mentioned it to have taken place in Brass. In this
instance the American flag gave unqualified protection to the slave-trade;
for the Ontario' wtas boarded by the boats of her Majesty's ship ' Viper,' in
November, and she was then reported as preparing for the reception of
slaves, but having American papers and colors. After a little conversation
with the Portuguese commander of the 'Magdaleiia,' lhe informed me that
the' Ontario' was in company on Sunday afternoon. This information
was taken immediate advantage of, and sail was made on a NW. by W.4W.
course. Tuesday, at daybreak, after a fine run, a sail was seen to the west-
ward. The morning was thick and rainy; but at 10 A. M. the weather
cleared tip, and I despatched Lieutenant Marsh with the two gigs to
capture the 'Ontario.' This he did at 11h. 30m.vwith 220 slaves on
board. She was under Spanish, colors, but had no papers whatever-
'Ontario, of Baltiniore,' was painted in large letters onher stern. Both
these vessels I sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication, informing the Brit-
isi commissioners of my intention to detain the American (Huntingdon)
until I received your orders respecting the disposal of him. However,
on a careful perusal of the instructions inmy possession, arind of the
correspondence between Great Britain and the United States of America on
the subject of the slave-trade, I was induced to alter my intention, feeling
that I should not be borne out in interfering with a citizen of the United
States,which, it appears to me, the AmericanGovernment evinced no dis-
position to tolerate, evenitn very extreme cases. I do not doubt, from all I
hear1 that the citizens of the United States (generally of Baltimore) are more

deeply interested in the slave-trade to the Havana and Brazil than is gen-
erally supposed."

In a despatch addressed to her Majesty's Government by the British
commissioners at Havana, on the 1st of January, 1839, of which an extract
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is enclosed, it will be found reported, that in the year 1837 eleven Ameri-
can vessels, and that in the year 1838 no fewer than nineteen American
vessels, were employed in the illicit slave-trade between Cuba and the Afri-
can coast. It is also stated in the same despatch, (and the fact is deeply to
be regreated,) that the demand for newly imported slaves from Africa had
been enhanced, and the temptation to violate the law in like proportion
heightened, by the large increase in the number of sugar-plantations which
has recently taken place in the island of Cuba, chiefly through the invest-
ment therein of Anierican capital and American industry. A due consid-
eration of this fact will assuredly prompt the United States Government to
exert unremitting efforts for preventing the abuse of the national flag; for
it is impossible to suppose that any portion of the American people, who
have so often and so solemnly pronounced their abhorrence of the slave-
trade, should desire to be allowed, either directly or indirectly, to reap benefit
from thle continuance of it.
Some of the remaining cases to which the undersigned will now direct

the attention of the United States Government, not only contain evidence
of the audacious abuse of the American flag by reckless and unauthorized
men, the outcasts of society, viho follow the profession of the slave-trade
after the manner of public robbers and pirates; but they disclose circuim-
stances of a painfully suspicious character, with respect to the practices fol-
lowed in the consulate of the United States at Flavana-practices which
have, no doubt, had the effect of affording material assistance to the detest-
ed traffic, and which have a moral tendency (still more deplorable) of in-
ducing- the world to believe that the authorities and Government of the Re&
public are not in earnest resolved to labor for its extinction. Her Majesty's
Government are unwilling, to believe, that any authorized agent of the Uni-
ted States would intentionally aid or flavor the prohibited African slave-
trade ; but, in cases like these, where the temptations that urge men to vio-
late the law are so powerful, where the devices resort3d to are so variously
and artfully contrived, and where a system of crime is to be dealt with of
such. extreme and barbarous atrocity, it is clear that an habitual careless-
ness and want of vigilance on the part of public functionaries may produce
nearly the same degree of mischief as the sin of actual connivance.

Rear Admiral Elliot, in a despatch dated from the island of Ascension,
January 1, 1839, addresses the Lords Commissioners of the Adaniralty as fol-
lowvs: ;" I beg leave to call their lordships' attention to the circumstance of
the American consul at the Havana aflixincr his signature to the papers of
vessels about to be engaged in tile slave traffic, under the Portuguese flag
as stated by Lieutenant Kellet, of her Majesty's brig' Brisk;' and in the re-
port of Lieutenant Oliver, of the Fair Rosamond;' as well as to the said
consul signing blank forms, to be tilled up at the pleasure of persons in
command of these vessels "

Lieutenant Kellet, in a despatch dated Sierra Leone, Angusst 8, 1838,
makes the following report to Rear Admiral Elliot "I have to inform you
that, during my late cruise to the Gambia, I boarded the Portuguese
schooner ' Senhora de Bomviagem,' from the Havana, at which place she
cleared out for Porto Praya. but did not call there, and was on her way to
the island of St. Thomas. I begf to state that I examined her papers, and
found that the American consul at the Havana had signed all her papers;
his reason for so doing being expressed in them, namely: 'there being no
Portugtuese consul, or other authorized agent there, froin the Portuguese
Government to do so."
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It will be further seen that Lieutenant Oliver, commanding her Majesty's
sloop "' Fair Rosamond," on the African coast, reports: "That on the 19th of
July, 183S, he boarded the Portuguese slave-schooner, the ' Constitugao,'
lying in Acera roads, where the captain produced a Cape Verd Island pa-
per, dated the 10th of December, stating the vessel to be American built;
in which the name of the captain differed from that on the muster-roll; and
there were likewise found Spanish customhouse clearances, to which were
affixed the name of Mr. Trist, the American consul, there being no Portu-
guese at the Havana. Her passengers, eleven in number, had Spanish
passports, and evidently held the highest offices on board. One stated him-
self to be the owner of both vessel and cargo. In his desk was found a cer-
tificate of his birth as a Spaniard, and several printedforms, signed by Mr.
Trist, lefthblank, for them to fill tip at pleasure."
Commander Reeve, of her Majesty's sloop " Lily," in a despatch to her

Majesty's Government, dated Gambia, April 2, 1839, makes the following
statement: " Having captured a vessel under American colors, lying at La-
gos, called the ' Eagle,' the entire crew of which were Spaniards, with the
exception of a nian calling himself both master and owner, I sent her to
Sierra Leone for adjudication; but the mixed commission court have refused
to decide, on the ground that the ship's papers produced set forth that she is
an American vessel. When captured, she was last from Havana; and an-
swered the description sent by the Admiralty to the commander-in-chief, of
a vessel employed in the slave-trade called the ' Tres Amigos,' under Portu-
guese colors, about to sail from Maranhaam. She was sold at the Havana;
and the American vice-consul attested the sale, and granted American pa-
pers. Three other vessels had been captured, under like circumstances, by
the 'Brisk,' ISaracen,' and ' Forester,' and the court has acted in like man-
ner; one of which was afterwards taken with slaves on board. She then
hoisted Portuguese colors.

"I have to request you will be pleased to acquaint my Lords Commission-
ers of her Majesty's Admiralty with the circumstance,-that immediate steps
may be taken to check the protection of that flag to the slaver, or it will be
useless for her Majesty's cruisers to be employed in the suppression of that
inhuman traffic."
The case of the schooner " Florida," which occurred in the beginning of

the present year, offers a glaring example of the systematic abuse ofthe
American flag, and of the facilities which are afforded for the continuance
of this scandal, by a want of proper caution in the office of the United States
consulate at the Havana, where it might have been hoped that the utmost
vigilance would be exercised to prevent the flag of the Republic from being
lent to such vile and criminal purposes.
The "Florida" was visited in the river Gallinas, on the 13th of January,

1839, by Lieutenant Hill, of her Majesty's brig "Saracen;" and found to be
completely fitted up for the slave-trade. The papers which were found on
board showed that an American register hadbeen taken out for the vessel,
at Baltimore, in June, ,838, by G. Elvear; that she was despatched from
Baltimore to the Havana, and made over to a partner of the notorious slave-
trading firm of Manzabeda; that a fictitious sale was executed at the Ha-
vana, to one Williamson, who was to assume the character of owner and
the duties of master, and who was to receive a small monthly stipend for
assisting, by his name and presence, in concealing a Spanish slave-trade
adventure under an American cover. The British and Spanish mixed
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commission at Sierra Leone declined to take cognizance of the case of the
"Florida," because the papers, although upon the strongest grounds bell
lieved to be fictitious, gave an apparent American character to the vessel.
The subsequent fate of the It Florida" is remarkable, and serves to confirm
the suspicion of fraud. The reputed American master, (Williamson,) after so-
liciting and obtaining from the British captor personal protection against his
own Spanish crew on board the " Florida," who had mutinied, determined,
upon his arrival at Sierra Leone, to break up and abandon the " Florida" alto-
gether. He accordingly removed on board an American merchant vessel
lying in the port, and then caused the " Florida" to be hauled on shore, dis-
mantled, broken up, and sold; declaring his intention to apply the proceeds,.
in the first instance, to pay himself the wages due to him, and then to hand
over the balance to the real owners of the vessel, whenever he should meet
with them.
The British commission at Sierra Leone, in reporting to her Majesty's

Government the above case of the " Florida," in their despatch of the 31st
January, 1839, offer the following important observations " It will be seen
that George Elvear, of Baltimore, took out an American register for his
schooner ' Florida,' in June, 1838. and immediately despatched her to Ha.
vana, for sale, under the charge of the captain, (Matthew Kelly,) who was
appointed the agent of the owner, with a power of substitution. Kelly ap-
pointed Don Juan Manzaneda, of the firm of Manzaneda & Abusqueta, his
substitute; and within three months and a half from the date of the Ameri-
can register, a bill of sale of the ' Florida' was executed by Manzaneda to
D. B. Williamson, the present master. Such are the representations of the
ship's papers. Unfortunately, however, for the credit of the bill of sale,
another paper was discovered, showing that Williamson, instead of being
the owner, was to receive, from the well-known slave-trading firm of Man-
zaneda & Abusqueta, (who, if not themselves the owners of the ' Florida,'
were at any rate the agents of the owners,) a small monthly stipend for as-
sisting, by his name and presence, in concealing a Spanish slave-trade ad.
venture under an American cover. The pay of this man was only to con-
tinue until the vessel should be ready to receive her return cargo, when
(owing, we presume, to an intention to change the flag to Portuguese or
Spanish,) his services would be no longer of use; but even then he was to
be allowed his passage Jack to Havana free of expense.
"The equipment of the 'Florida' for the slave-trade was complete;

and the captor would have possessed amplermeans of convicting his prize
of being an essentially Spanish vessel, engaged in the illicit traffic, had he
been permitted to take advantage of the information acquired by his unau-
thorized search. The aforesaid Williamson acknowledged that, so far as
the bill of sale related to himself, it was false, and that he had no claim
whatever -to the character of owner; and he attempted to clear himself of
being a party to the fraud, by declaring that he had not been aware of the
existence of this false document until some time after he had left Havana.
We have little doubt that the American register and muster-roll are as fic-
ttiooUs as the paper, the falsehood of which is admitted. They are, how-
ever, recognized by American authorities as true and valid, entitling the
vessel which carries them to all the privileges of al: American character;
and, in our view of the matter, the fact of such a recognition is sufficient to

ct from search and. detention an apparent American vessel, so long-as
iica persists in refusing to our cruisers the right of visitation. The



tenderness with which the independence of the flag of the United States
has been treated, under so much provocation, will, we trust, have its'proper
effect. Of the actual existence of the-evils which were anticipated from
America's determined denial of the privilege of search, no doubt can. now
be entertained; and it is to be hoped that some remedial measures will, at
any rate, be adopted by herself, to check and punish the abuse which has
clearly resulted from her retention of a right which other nations have con-
sented, under certain circumstances, and for a well-defined and humane ob-
ject, to waive, without any injury to their national honor. We will here
only recommend one measure, to which America can offer no reasonable
objection: It is, that a force of small brigs, brigantines, or schooners of
war, should be sent on this coast by the American Government; each -of
which should cruise and visit the slave-trading-rivers and stations, in com-
pany with one of our own vessels. Cruising singly, would have compara-
tively. little effect; as the same vessel which would show American colors
and papers to a British officer, might show Portuguese or Spanish colors
and papers to an American officer. The crews of such vessels are always
composed of Spaniards, with the exception of one American, who, in the
presence of the British cruiser, would figure as the American captain; and,
before the cruiser of his own nation, would declare himself a passenger, and
would probably produce a passenger's passport from Havana. Cruising in
couples, on the contrary, would remove the possibility of such evasion. If
the American flag and pass were assumed by a slaver, she would be taken
charge of by the one; and if she declared herself, or if she could be proved
to be, Spanish, Portuguese, or Brazilian, she would be a prize to the other
man-of-war. At present, however, the coast swarms with vessels, appa-
rently American; and a rich harvest of prizes would follow the arrival of
a squadron of American cruisers, armed with authority to capture on the
ground of equipment."
The undersigned earnestly invites the attention of the United States Gov-

ernment to the remarks and suggestions of the British commissioners above
cited. Those gentlemen possess a thorough knowledge of the frauds and
devices resorted to by the miscreants who now carry on the illicit slave-
trade; and they are the best possible judges of the means which ought to
be employed to counteract them. -Thearnest wish of her Majesty's Gov-
ernment to obtain the concurrence of the Government of the United States,
is an agreement for the exercise of a mutual right of search.under proper
regulations, sufficiently well known. If this concurrence cannot be obtained,
the employment of a combined force of British and American cruisers along
the slave-coast, upon the plan above suggested by the British commission-
ers, would, no doubt, effect a speedy and material diminution of the trade.
The undersigned, however, would respectfully suggest that no time

ought to be lost in amending the United States law against slave-trade, to
the extent of making that law applicable to vessels manifestly equipped for
the slave-trade, even when no slaves are found actually 'on board. The
addition of this clause to the British law, and the insertion of an analogous
article in many of the recent slave-trade conventions concluded between
Great Britain and foreign Powers, have been found of material service in
repressing the trade. By means of the equipment article and law, not only
are many slave-traders punished by the loss of their vessels, which they
would otherwise save from condemnation, but, what is of far more import-
ance to the cause of humanity, slave-trade adventures are thereby frustrated

175 [ 125 ]



before the filaness of the crime has been committed, and, consequently, be-
fore the unfortunate Africans, the destined victims' of the crime, have been
doomed to the horrors of embarcation as slaves, and to the chances of
misery and destruction that follow.
The same despatch from the British commissioners contains also, with

reference to the case of the "Florida," the following remarks upon the con-

duct of the United States vice-consul at Havana, as exhibited by the papers
found- on board the vessel:

"He (the American vice-consul) recognised as a valid document a
register which had apparently been cancelled, and of which only the left
half was produced to him; and he acknowledged.'Williamson as owner of
the Florida, and the purchaser of that vessel, although no power of attor-
ney, or power of substitution, was forthcoming to prove the right which
either Kelly, the alleged agent, or Manzanedo, the alleged substitute and
seller, had received from Elvear, the original named in the mutilated regis.
ter, to dispose of the property in question. Nor does it seem to have ex-
cited any doubt in the mind of Mr. Smith, that a vessel, fully equipped
for the slavo.trade, and bound for the most notorious slave mart on the
coast of Africa, should be cleared out from Havana by one of the most
extensive slave merchants of Cuba, with a crew of which the captain of
the flag was the only person who professed to be an American citizen."
A reference to the abstract of papers found on board the Florida, which is

annexed to the despatch of the British commissioners, will satisfy the
United States Government that the above remarks are neither unjust nor
unnecessarily severe.
Another gross and flagrant instance of the abuse of the flag of the United

States, for purposes of illicit slave-trade, furnished by the case of the
schooner" Hazard," of Baltimore, Russel Barber master; which vessel was
fallen inwith on the coast of Africa, under American colors, by her Majes-
ty's brigantine "Forester'," anddeiained on the ground that she was equipped
for slave-trade, and that there were sufficient reasons for believing her to
be a Spanish vessel. The "Hazard" was brought fcrr trial before the British
and Spanish mixed court of commission at Sierra Leone; but the fact of the
vessel having been detained while sailing under the flag and pass of the Uni-
ted States,rendered it improper, in the opinion of the court, to sanction the
prosecution. The British commissioners at Sierra Leone, in reporting
this case to her Majesty's Government,. in their despatch of the 31st of
January, 1839, (to which despatch is annexed an abstract of the papers
found on board the'; Hazard,") make the following statement:" The' Haz-
ard' received an American register at Baltimore on the 11th of May, 1838,
and on the following day she was despatched to Havana for sale.' On the
19th of September, Don Francisco Montero, a merchant at Havana, who
has since accompanied the vessel in the ostensible character of supercargo,
received full power to dispose of the vessel when, where, and how he
pleased. 'There is little doubt Mon tero had in fact become the owner of the
property o-ver which he possessed such absolutecontrol, and that the power
of attorney under which that control was exercised was ainere blind.
Barber, the American, was also, it appears, only I captain of the flag;' the
real master, who cleared out the vessel from the Havana, and whose name
was endorsed on the clearance as captain, beingDon BenitoSandez, who
is described on the muster-roll as first mate.

"Although cleared out for St. Thomas, the destination of the Hazard
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was the slaving port of Lagos, in Africa, and she carried from Havana
letters for various persons at that place; and the fittings of the vessel suf-
ficiently demontrated the illegal object of the voyage. The American
captain died on his passage to this port, and the Hazard was thus left to
navigate the seas without having on board one citizen of the nation to
which she claimed to belong. The crew were all foreigners; a Spanish
merchant exercised over her all the rights of ownership; and she received
her outward cargo, and hier slave-trading equipment, in a Spanish port, to
whichl, according to the declaration of the late master, she intends to return,
when her business on the coast is completed. There is nothing to connect
her with America, but her Baltimore register, and the recognition of her
American character by Mr. Sniith, the UUnited States vice-consul at the
Havana. Nor could she ever have been intended to have been employed in
the commerce of America, for, on the day after the American register was
obtained, she sailed for Havana, with a power of attorney on board to sell
her forthwith. Under these circumstances, all that the captor required to
procure the condemnation of the ' Hazard' as a Spanish vessel engaged in
the slave-trade, was the right to avail himself of discoveries produced by
his visitation and search."
Annexed to the despatch of the British commissioners, from which the

above is an extract, will be found an abstract of the various papers and let-
ters discovered onl board the "Hazard." The especial attention of the
United States Government is invited to those papers, as not only contain-
ing evidence of the nefarious employment of the American flag in this one
instance, bult as throwing important light upon the constant and regular
system of fiud which is now practiced for the purpose of covering the
African slave-trade by the use of the Arnwrican flag, and for the prevention.
*of which the United States consular agents at the Havana have certainly
not exerted the necessary vigilance.

It will be seen, by reference to a correspondence which took place in the
month of January last, between her Majesty's commissioners at the Havana
and the United States consul at that port, copies of which correspondence
are amongst the enclosed papers, that the United States consul at the I-a.
vana continues to receive with reluctance and ill-will, and wvig ti singular
want of courtesy, whatever useful evidence.and information is tendered to
him bv her Majesty's commissioners respecting the invasions and violations
of the American law for the suppression of the slave-trade. [er Mnjesty's
Government have reason greatly to regret this disposition oti the part of
an authorized agent of the United States. It is to be remembered that
the two Governments have mutually engaged to each other, by the 10th
article of the treaty of Ghent, that they will "1 use their utmost endeavors
to promote the entire abolition of the slave-trade ;" and it would seem to be
no more than was required by the respect which the agents of each coun-
try must feel for the other, that they should not only themselves act in
,strict accordance with the spirit of the engagement which their own Gov-
ernment has contracted, but that they should, with readiness and cordiality,
furnish to, and receive from, the agents of the other Government, any evi-
dence or information which may be calculated to enable that other Gov-
-ernment more effectually to accomplish the common purpose.

It will likewise have been observed, that the United States consul at the
havana is reported to have been in the habit, during the absence of aregu-
lar Portuguese agent, of exercising the functions of Portuguese as well as

12
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American consul for that port. The extreme imprudence of this arrange;
ment. will surely be acknowledged, when it is considered that the subjects.
of Portugal are the most inveterate and audacious slave dealers that infest.
-the ocean,. and that the port of Havana has .long been one. of the most no-
torious and offensive slave-marts on the .globe.

It also appears, as will have been seen. by the official reports above cited,.
that the United States.consul at the Havana, when clearing iut vessels no-
toriously about to be employed in the slave-trade, has. followed the 'extraor--
dinary practice of affixing his name to blank forms, to be filled up at:
pleasure by the persons in command of those vessels. Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment would deeply regret to discover that an authorized agent of the.
United States, possessing apparently the confidence of his Government, had.
directly and intentionally lent his assistance to the detested traffic in slaves;;:
but the undersigned must repeat, that the extraordinary and"unaccountable.
conduct here reported must inevitably produce. the same effect as wilful
and criminal connivance.
With reference to this part. of the subject, the undersigned will next call'

the attention of the United States Government to certain facts connected
with the conduct pursued in the American consulate at Havana, which
transpired upon the trial of the Portuguese slave-vessel the sDulcinea :" an;
official report of which trial, furnished by the British commissioners at..
Sierra Leone, and annexed to their despatch to her Majesty's Government..
of the 5th of December, 1838, is placed amongst the enclosed papers.
The "Dulcinea" was captured north of the line, under Portuguese colors,.

with 253 slaves on board, by Commander Popham, of her Majesty's sloop
"Pelican,".on the 31st of October, 1838, and, being brought for adjndication
before the British'and Portuguese court of mixed commission at Sierra.
Leone, was condemned as a good'and lawful prize on the 3d of December,,
of the same year. The papers found on board the vessel showed that silo
had wrongfully assumed the Portuguese flag. and that the illegal adventure,
in the course of which she was captured, was in its character essentially
Spanish. Two certificates signed by Mr. Trist, United States consul at
the Havana, acting apparently in the character of Portuguese consul also,
were attached to the matricula, or. muster roll, of the crew of the " Dulcinea."
One of these certificates declared that the individual who acted as master of'
the vessel had received his appointment to that office from the agent of Mr.
Caldas, the personwho was named in the register of the "Dlulcinea" as
Portuguese owner of the vessel; and thie other certificate stated that the-
schooner " Dulcinea" carried a crew of 16 men. In contradiction to the
first mentioned certificate, the master himself declared that he had received.
his appointment from Mr. Silva, a Brazilian subject settled at thle Havana;
and the master declared further, that Mr. Silva was sole owner of the vessel,
and owner of the greater part of the cargo. '.he other certificate seems to
have been framed for the purpc se of supporting the niatricula or muster-roll;
but that document was very irregular and suspicious, since it was drawn
up according to the form of the muster-rolls of slave-vessels, without men-
tioning the name of a single officer of the vessel; and it bore no marks of
haviing been submitted. to the Spanish authorities of the port from whence
the vessel sailed. It is possible that botEl the declairations, (tihe one attested
in the certificates; and the one sworn to by the master,) were equally false:
blit. in any case, it apcars up1ion the face of these documents, that the seal
and signature, of the Cnited .Staks' consulate was lent. to attest gross inac-



curacies, and to shrnction fraudulent practices devised for covering illicit
slave-trade. Her Majesty's Government earnestly hope that the Govern-
ment of the United States will order a strict investigation to be made into
the facts here denounced, and will cause such strict regulations to be en-
forced for the future as may prevent a repetition of such culpable practices.
The undersigned regrets to add, that the case of the 1" Victoria," a vessel

condemned at Sierra Leone in the month of January last, as a Spanish
slaver, although wrongfully and fraudulently assuming the Portuguese flag,
furnishes still further and more recent evidence of the extraordinary prac-
tices followed in the consulate of the United States at Havana, tending to
afford the sanction of the seal and signature of that consulate to notorious
and almost avowed undertakings of slave-trade and piracy.
The details of this case are given in full, amongst the enclosed papers, ih

a despatch from her Majesty's commissioners at Sierra Leone, dated the
31st of January, 1839, with a report of the trial annexed.
With reference to the case of the slave-trading vessel the "(Eagle" of

Baltimore, which was recently brought into the harbor of New York, im
charge of a British officer and prize-crew, and which has finally been de-
livered back into the hands of the captor, as Spanish property, by the deci-
sion of the judicial authorities of the United States: some important addi-
tional information respecting the character of that vessel, and respecting
her previous slave-trading voyages between Africa and Brazil, under the
protection of the American flag, is furnished by the British commissioners
at Sierra Leone, in a despatch to her Majesty's Government of the 12th of
February, 1839. Before being finally captured by her Majesty's ship
" Buzzard," the "Eagle7"had already, as has been stated in a former part
of this note, been visited and detained in Lagos roads, on the coast of Africa,
by her Majesty's ship 1 Lily," Captain Reeve, commander, upon suspicion
of being employed in illicit slave-trade on Spanish account. Her protec-
tion under the American flag constrained the British and Spanish mixed
commission to decline entertaining the case. In transmitting to her Majs-
ty's Government an abstract of the papers found on board the " Ettl1,"
the British commissioners off: the following statement: "The ' Eagle' ob-
tained an American register, at Baltimore, on the 1st of December, 1837;
and on the same day her owner took measures to effect a sale of her. Be-
ing built and intended for the slave-trade, she was at once despatched to
Havana, where she was soon after disposed of. Who became the real
owner, it is difficult to say ; but thbs ostensible owner was the present mas-
ter, Joshua W. 1Littig, to whole every assistance for clearing his vessel for
the coast was rendered by the consul and vice-consul of the United Slates
at Havana. On the 9th of May, 1838, the ' Eagle' was cleared out at the
Havana, with a regular slave equipment, for the island of St. Thomnas,
although Mr. Consul Trist; in a certificate on the following day, declares
that sh-e was bound to Whvdah, and the log shows that her real destination
was Lagos. The crew shipped at Havana, with the sanction of the Ameri-
can consul, were all Spaniards, and agreed to serve under the American
Litt ig, 'or whoever should go for masterr' on a voyage to Whydah, or

''wherever the master may direct.' Acrordingrlxr, havin(r reached this
coast, and havingr been loaded at Lagos, they proceeded to Brazil, and en-
tere( into tie port of Bahia on the lSth of Septeniber, 1S3S, alter having
landed, is there is every reason to believe, a cargo of slaves somewhere in

tl- iminediate neighborhood. Mr. Foster, the A;r1ll'icall consul at Balhia.
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disregarded the absence of any clearance or authority which would justify
the ' Eagle's' appearance at Bahia, as if it were allowable for a vessel to
wonderr over the world from one quarter of the globe to another, in defi-
ance of her papers: he overlooked the complete slaving equipment which
-she carried, and the Spanish crew by which she was navigated: indeed, he
added 12 Spanish seamen to her muster-roll; and then despatched her to
the coast of Africa, ballasted with slave leaguers, and with a cargo of tobacco
worth $20,000, shipped by the oldest slave-dealer in Brazil, and consigned
to the order of an Havana merchant at Lagos. In addition to the 12 Span-
,lards added to the former Spanish crew at Bahia, six other Spaniards were
* there shipped, furnished with passports as passengers bound to the coast of
Africa. These persons were, however, in like. mariner, seamen, and were

*.still on board the 'Eagle' when detained by her Majesty's sloop 'Lily,;
two months after their arrival on the coast. A crew of 27 Spaniards and
one American on board a vessel so furnished, both from its composition and
mAnumbers, sufficiently showed the real character of the expedition for which
-they were engaged. From some amongst the papers which. relate to an-
.:ther American brig the I Teazer,' we discover that Joshua W. Littig is no
-novice in the art of making the American flag subservient to the slave-
trading adventures of Spanish and Brazilian merchants. We have been
*more particular in detailing the facts of these Americanf cases, from the
belief that they would. be made the subject of representations to the Ameri-

*-can Government. Although the flag of the United States has been so ex-
.tensively employed in the slave trade, that it is now met with in every slave
Jaunt on the coast, it is only lately that such has been the case. The im-
,mediate causes which have led the slave dealers to invoke its assistance,
were, first, the expressed determination of America not to be a party to any
~convention on the subject of the slave trade; secondly, the concession of an
equipment article by Spain; and, thirdly, the practical adoption of tile prin-
;ciple, that in cases where the right of visitation and search exist, the na-
itional character of a vessel may be fixed by the residence of her merchant
owner, and by the course of trade in which she is engaged, in opposition
-to the presumption arising from her flag and register. Three years ago,
-the abuse which now so universally prevails as to be a matter. of every-day
occurrence, was only a subject of anxiety and apprehension. In a despatch
,,which we had the honor to address to your lordship on the 2d of January,
1836, speaking of the various means which in. our opinion would be used
to escape from the operation of the new Spanish-treaty, the commissioners
-.remarked: ' It seems probable that the. flag of the United States may be made
use of for the same purpose, particularly by those vessels intending to trade
,north of the line;' and again, in the same despatch,. American vessels will,
we have no doubt, be employed in assisting slave adventures, by convey-
-ing to the coast, without fear of detention, all the articles necessary for the
-outfit of a vessel on her return voyage, and which, if found on board one
of the vessels for whose use they are intended, would at once lead to her
-condemnation.' At the very same time that the above-despatch was written,
-%he commissioners at the Havana expressed, in their despatches to your
lordship, similar opinions and apprehensions. Since then, the unfavorable
anticipations, which our experience had taught us on both sides of the
Atlantic to form,-have been too fully realized."
The above extracts sufficiently denounce the open and audacious man-

=r in which the Rlag of the Uaited States is now assumed by the slave-
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traders of Spain and Brazil; and it is also evident therefrom, that the Uhb-
ted States consuls at Havana and at Bahia have not interfered to prevent it_

Mr. Bartlett, British consul-general in the Canary islands, states, in la
despatch to her Majesty's Government of the 31st of July, 1839, that, on the,
15th of that month, a vessel, under the American flag, called the "tTwo
Friends," suspected on very strong grounds to be engaged in the slave-
trade, arrived at the port of Santa (ruz, in Teneriffe. It appears from the
evidence contained in the documents annexed to Mr. Bartlett's despatch,
that the said vessel (the - Two Friends") left the Havana, bound for Newr
Orleans, with a Spanish captain, and a crew of eleven men, and with a
Spanish flag flying; that, at New Orleans, American papers were procured,
an American flag hoisted, and a new crew of sixteen men entered as Amer-
icans, although none of them were natives of the United States; and the
Spanish captain and crew were then, as is customary on slave-trading voy-
ages, entered on the papers of the vessel as passengers. The vessel was
navigated under a bill of sale and a custom-house clearance from New Or-
leans; but she had no log-book on board. From New Orleans she pro-
ceeded to Cabafias, in Cuba; and shipped at that place leg-irons, coppers,
bags of rice, and other articles belonging to the notorious equipment of
slave-traders. She then sailed for Africa, and landed the above slave-trading
articles at Gallinas; and thence, lastly, proceeded, in the month of July of
this year,, to Santa Cruz, in Teneriffe; where some of her crew, having,
found that the vessel was engaged in the slave-trade, left her.
The above is a summary of the evidence regarding the voyage of the.

"Two Friends," of which the details will be found in the documents an-
nexed to Mr. Consul Bartlett's despatch, which are placed amongst the
enclosed papers.
One other important point to which the undersigned is desirous of call-

ing the attention of the United States Government, is the fact of foreign
vessels, fully equipped for slave-trade, and notoriously destined for that i
gal pursuit, being permitted to enter ports of the United States, refit, and.
again clear out for the prosecution of their criminal enterprise.

It will be seen by referring to a despatch, herewith enclosed, from her
Majesty's commissioners at Sierra Leone, dated July 31,1838, that after re-
porting the case of the Portuguese slave vessel the "9 Prova," a short while
before captured on the African coast, with A cargo of 225 slaves on board,.
and condemned by the mixed commission, those gentlemen state as follows:
"Stress of weather, and damage received at sea, compelled the I Prova,'
soon after she left the Havana. to put into Charleston to refit; and she re-
mained there for nearly three months. The outward appearance alone of
this vessel would, it might be supposed, have excited suspicion as to the
real object of her voyage; but it is surprising that, fitted and equipped as
she was for the slave-trade, and with th r leaguers and slave-deck on board,
she should have been permitted to clear out from an American port for the
coast of Africa. Francisco Jose Dias, the master of the I Prova,' deposed
that the voyage commenced, and was to have ended, at Havana; that the
last clearing port was Charleston; that the vessel was proceeding on her
voyage from Havana to the African coast, when she carveed away her jib-
boomn, and received other considerable damage, which compelled her to go
to Charleston, where she remained about three months refitting, and thence
sailed direct to the Calabar, where her slaves were shipped."
Her Majesty's Government entertain a confident hope that the Govern-



mud of the United States will adopt such measures as may be calculated to
preclude, for thp future, the possibility of vessels evidently employed in illi-
cit 4lave-trade refitting at their leisure, and again publicly clearing out from
a. port of the United States.

With a desire to avoid carrying the present note to an inconvenient
length, the undersigned has limited himself to a consideration of the lead-
in points contained in the enclosed papers. A number of further details
will be found in those papers, well deserving the attention of the United
States Government.

It would also be a superfluous duty for the undersigned to offer any
lengthened observations on the remarkable. manner in which the statements
apQ arguments above recapitulated have been recently confirmed by the
cases of the four vessels (the "' Eagle," "Clara," " Wyoming," and " Catha-
rhie") captured under American colors, while engaged in illicit slave-trade,
aid, brought into the harbor of New York in charge of British officers and
prize crews. The whole details relating to these cases are already in the
possession of the Government of the United States.

Ir conclusion, the undersigned has to state, that it remains the settled
opinion of her Majesty's Government that the most sure and effectual means
of checking the African slave-trade would be afforded by- a conventional
agreement between Great Britain and the United States, for the mutual ex-
ercise of the right of search, under due regulations, by the cruisers of the
two nations. And the undersigned is instructed once more to urge this
proposal upon the serious attention of the President of the United States.
The regular, rapid, and frightful increase of the African slave-trade under
tbe abuse of the American, flag, which has been observed to take place since
the period when the above proposal was last discussed, appears to her Ma-
jesty's Government to offer a very strong argument in favor of a reconsid-
erwtion, by the United States, of the decision then formed. If obstacles,
which her Majesty's Government are unwilling to anticipate, should still
prevent the concurrence of the United States in such an agreement, her
Majesty's Government have only to express their anxious hope that the
Government of the United States may be able to devise some other effectual
method, either singly, or in concert with Great Britain, for arresting the
progress of a guilty and sinful traffic, which her Majesty's Government are
well convinced the Government of the United States do, equally with the
Government of Great Britain, abhor, reprobate, and detest.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to the Secretary

of. State of the United States the assurance of his distinguished consid.
eratiorn.

H. S. FOX.
HOa. JOHN FORSYTH,

Secretary of State of the United Slates.
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No. 1. Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. Havana,OctobeT 31, 1837.
No. 2. Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. December

20, 1837.
No. 3. Extract from a despatch from her Majesty's judge at the Havana,

dated August 22, 1838.
No. 4. Lient. Kellett, R. N., to Rear Admiral Elliot. H. M. brig Brisk, at

sea, October 23, 1S38.
No. 5. Lieut. Kellett to Rear Admiral Elliot. H. M. brig Brisk, Sierra

Leone, October 29, 1838.
No. 6. Rear Admiral Elliot to Charles Wood) Esq. Melville, at sea,

February 6, 1839.
No. 7. Rear Admiral Elliot to Charles Wood, Esq. Melville, at sea,

February 13, 1839.
No. 8. Extract from a despatch of Lieut. Holt, R. N., to Rear Admiral

Elliot. Ht. M. brig Bonetta, Prince's Island, February 11, 1839,
No. 9. Lieut. Birch, R. N., to Commodore Sullivan, C. B. H. M. brig

Wizard, off Bahia, November 12, 1838.
No. 10. Lieut. Birch, R. N., to Commodore Sullivan, C. 13. H. M. brig

Wizard, off Bahia, November 12, 1838.
No. 11. Lieut. Birch, R. N., to Commodore Sullivan, C. B. H. M. brig

Wizard, off Bahia, December 20, 1838.
No. 12. Extract from a despatch of Captain Popham, R. N., to Rear Ad-

miral Elliot. H. M. sloop Pelican, at sea, December 24, 1838.
No. 13. Extract from a despatch from Her Majesty's Commissioners at

Havana. January 1, 1839.
No. 14. Extract from a despatch from Rear Admiral Elliot to Mr. Wood;

dated Melville, Ascension, January 1, 1839.
No. 15. Lieut. Kellett, R. N., to Rear Admiral Elliot. H. M. brig Brisk,at Sierra Leone, Augpust 8, 1S38.
No. 16. A return of' vessels engaged in the slave-trade, searched and de-

tained by her Majesty's ships and vvessels, under the orders of Rear Admiral
the honorable George Elliot, C. 13., on the Cape and African station, be-
tween October 1 and December `i. 1838.

No. 17. Commander Reeve to Y':YesWood, Esq. H. M. sloop Lily,
Gambia, April 2,1839.

No. IS. Her Majesty's Commissinlkers at Sierra Leone, to Viscount Pal-
merston. Sierra Leone, January 31, 1839. Two enclosures-case of the
Florida.

No. 19. Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone to Viscount Pal.
merston. Sierra Leone, January 31, 1839. One enclosure-case of the
Hazard.

No. 20. Her Majesty's Commissioners at Havana to Viscount Palmer-
ston. Havana, January 19, 1839. Four enclosures-correspondence be.
tween the British Commissioners and Mr. Consul Trist.

No. 21. Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone to Viscount Pal-
rnerston. Sierra Leone, December 5, 1839. One enclosure-case of the
Dulcinea.

No. 22. Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone to Viscount Pal-
rnerston. Sierra Leone, January 31, 1839. One enclosure-case of the
brig Victoria.



No. 23. Abstract of the papers found on board the brig Eagle, J. W-
Littig master.

No. 24. Mr. Consul Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston. Santa Cruz, July
31, 1839. Three enclosures-case of the Two Friends.

No. 25. Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone to Viscount Pal-
merston. Sierra Leone, July 31, 1839. One enclosure-case of the
Prova.

No. 1.

HAVANA, October 31, 1837.
MY LORD: The following is the list of vessels that have cleared from,

this port, during the past month, for the coast of Africa, viz:
2d October, Portuguese schooner " Felicidad, " for San Tome
3d October, American schooner " Washington," for Buena Vista.
18th October, Spanish schooner "Union," for Santiago de Praya.
19th October, Portuguese schooner "EEstela," do.
20th October, American schooner "s Joseph Hand," for Cape de Verds.
Of the arrivals during the same period, we are only able to name two-

vessels-the Portuguese schooner "1 Francisca," from San Pablo de LoandoY
and the " Ligera," from the island of Principe; though wve have heard cir-
cumstances particularized, which left no doubt in our minds of one or two
others. It is, however, worthy of remark, that much more caution is now
observed respecting vessels fromn the coast of Africa, as the signals for them
at the Moro Castle have ceased to be made, and also the entries in the books
of the coffee-houses where the merchants resort.

Of the vessels cleared at the custom-house from the coast of Africa, your
lordship will perceive there are two Americans.

We have, &c.,
J. KENNEDY,
ED. W. H. SCHENLEY.

Viscount PALMERSTON,
G. C. B. e~t

No. 2.

HAVANA, December 20, 1837.
MY LORD: The following is a list of the vessels that have cleared out

from this port, for the coast of Africa, during the last month:
2d November, Portuguese schooner "1 Liaera," forIs-a de Principe.
7th November, Swedish brig cc Victoria," for Cape de Verds.
1 8th November, Portuguese schooner is Vigilanto," for Loando.
25th November, American schooner " Cleopatra," for Cape de Verds.
25th November, Portuguese schooner "d Sies Igual," for Cape de Verds.
30th November, Portuguese brig 1: Triunfo de Loando," for San Tome.
Of these. the " Cleopatra " and the "sSies Igual," are entered in the names:

of the great slave-dealers, P. Martinez & Co. During the month, the fol-
lowing vessels have arrived from the coast of Africa:
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November-' Portoguese schooner it Manuelita"'
November-, Portuguese schooner tDos Hermanos."
November 16th, Portuguese schooner ': Olympia, " Sylva master,
November 25th, Portuguese schooner-name unknown.
November 28th, Portuguese schooner "Velez, " Leusa master.
November 30th, Portuguese schooner "Maria Teresa, " Malho master.

M Your lordship will perceive that all these vessels sail now under the-
Portuguese flag, though there is no doubt that most, if not all, are man-
ned and owned by Spaniards. In addition to these, it ought to be added,
that Lieutenant Jauney, now here in charge of the Spanish schooner " Ma.
tilda," has brought information of the " Arrogante," a vessel manned entirely
by Spaniards, but under the Portuguese flag, having been captured with
four hundred and nine negroes on board, off Cape Antonio, by H. M. sloop-
Snake; and it is further reported here, that the " Unuea," also under Portu-'
guese colors, has been taken by H. Al. sloop Ringdove, with five hundred.
and eighteen negroes on board, and sent to Sierra Leone.

We have, &c.,
J. KENNEDY,
E. W. H. SCHENLEY.

Viscount PALMERSTON,
G. C. B. 6c.4c.4w.

No. 3.

Extractfrom a despatchfrom her Majesty's Judge at the Havana, dated'
August 22, 1838.

Another vessel, of the like character, arrived here the 4th instant, and
is thus reported in the Diario of the 5th:

"1 From Baltimore, in 24 days, the American ship ' Venus,' Captain Wal-
lace, tons 460, with bricks, to Don Jose Mazorra; passengers 2." Of this
vessel there is the following notice in a Baltimore paper-the American, of
the 4th July: " A noble corvette ship, the Venus, Captain Wallace, pierced
for 18 giuns, built in this city on foreign account, is also ready for sea. She
is, we learn, the sharpest clipper-built vessel ever constructed here, and, ac-
cording to the opinion of nautical men, must outsail any thing that floats."
The consignee's name, Mazorra, your lordship will remember to have had
reported several times; and it is said he is half owner of the Venus. I have
not learned whether she is actually to sail with long guns; but I have
heard reports of two other vessels having been prepared, during last month,
with 6 guns each; and that one was to sail equipped to cope with any
cruiser on the coast.
The Venus is destined for Mozambique, and is arranged to bring as ma-

ny even as 1,000 negroes; in which case, it is said, she would clear to the
speculators from $100,000 to $200,000 in her first voyage-her cash-price
being estimated at $50,000, and the expenses of cargo and slaves at another
$50,0O0.
On the subject of vessels going equipped under the American flag to the

coast of Africa, there to be pretended to be transferred for the first time to
some Portuguese or Spanish owner, I have had several conversations with
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the American consul at this place, a gentleman of high character and of
considerable reading and observation. I regret, however, to say that I
have received only the most discouraging replies on every point relating to
the prohibited traffic; and to add, that this seems the general feeling here of
the American community. They all seem to declare that it would be a
question not to be entered on, of inquiring into their equipments, as inter-
fering with their trade, not knowing how far such interferences might be led
to extend; and that England may as well think of closing up the work-shops
of Birmingham, where they say the bolts and shackles are manufactured,
as call on America to forbid the sailing of vessels equipped with them. In
answer, I have not hesitated to express my disbelief of the shackles coming
from Birmingham, and to declare my full conviction that at no port what.
ever, in England, would they allow any such articles to be shipped, had
they any idea of their being intended for such a purpose.

I regret to have also to inform your lordship that, during the suspension
of the Portuguese consul, as I have previously stated, the American consul
has been acting pro tempore in that character; thus unquestionably giving
a certain degree of effect to the abuse of the flag of his Republic, under its
association with the slave-trade, and the pretended transfers to other owners
on the coast of Africa.

No. 4.

Lieutenant Kellett to Rear Admiral Elliot.

HER MAJESTY'S BRIG " BRISK," AT SEA,
October 23, 1838.

SIR: I have the honor to call your attention to the case of the brig "' Dil.
igente," condemned in the Spanish mixed commission court to her Majesty's
brig " Brisk," under my command. This vessel wes condemned at Sierra
Leone, in December, 1836, as the "1 Paqueta de la Boverde," sold to a IMr.
Lake, and transferred, by bill of sale of the 2d of January, 1837, to Miguel
Bentinotte, (a Spanish slave-dealer at the Gallinas,) for £1,000. This
notorious character arrived at Sierra Leone for the above purpose, and
cleared out, under Spanish colors, for the Havana, in April 1837. She
then visited several ports in Old Spain, and ultimately arrived at Cadiz on
the 30th September, 1837. It would appear, fromn a fictitious bill of sale,
dated the 2d of January, 1837, at Cadiz, that the vessel was sold as the
" Ferroz Africano," to Gabriel Lopez, attorney to Francisco Cordova de Mel-
lo, of Cape de Verd islands, who is the nominal owner of all Spanish ves-
sels which, since the treaty with Spain in 1835, have been transferred to
the Portuguese flag. It will appear that this vessel, after a sham bill of sale,
received a passport from the Portuguese consul-general at Cadiz, dated 5th
January, 1837, and her name changed to the " Diligente," at the very time
that the vessel and owner were at Sierra Leone, and then only two days in
his possession. It has appeared that the master and mate are on the roll
dated 5th January, 1837, and the master's name in the passport of the same
date; though, in evidence given before the court of mixed commission, they
swear they never saw the vessel until 1838.

I beg leave to call your attention to the conduct of the consul of her most



Fpathfd1 TO jesty aiding and assisting in carrying on the slave-trade, con-
triy to the solemn treaty entered into by her Government. This most
glaring case of fraud could not have been completed, without the assistance
and connivance of the authorities of her most Christian Majesty at the port
of Cadiz.

I beg leave also to call your attention to the case of the American schooner
ttMary Hooper," Charles M. Bergstiand master and owner, belonging to
Philadelphia. " ine sailed from Havana the 28th May, 1838, for Port Praya,
and was consigned to a notorious slave dealer at the Gallinas. This vessel,.
when last boarded by the " Brisk," was lying off Tradetown, ready to take
on board a cargo of slaves. This, I believe, is not the first instance in which
the American flag has been made use of for the purpose of screening offend-
ers from her Majesty's ships. If this case is successful, I fear the difficul-
ties of her Majesty's squadron in suppressing the slave-trade on this coast
wilt be multiplied, as 1 feel confident we shall in the succeeding season have
numerous vessels carrying on this abominable traffic in a similar manner,
when it can be done with such impunity. I am satisfied she has also Por-
tuguese papers, which the master partly admitted, when I first boarded her,
he had received at Port Praya. Does she, on her arrival in the West Indies,
meet a United States ship of war, she has Portuguese papers, and American
for her Majesty's ships; which will, in all probability, be the means of her
being successful. The consul of the United States at the Havana has as-
sisted in clearing this vessel out.

I have, &c.,
A. KELLETT,

Lieutenant Commandant.
To Rear Admiral the Hon. GEORGE ELLIOT, C. B. Lkc.

No. 5.

Iieutena;zt Kellett to Admiral Elliot, Rear Admiral and Commander-
in clrief.

H. M. BRIG BRIsK,
Sierra Leone, October 29, 1838.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that on the 27th instant, in lati-
tude 8° 32' N. and longitude 130 30' W., I boarded and seized the schooner
Mary Ann Cassard, under American colors. I have to state, that this ves-
sel was lately sold by Gilbert Cassard, of Baltimore, by power of attorney,
to Messrs. Hernandez & Basden, of Matanzas, and received her cargo
there. When sold, the register of the vessel was cancelled. She had no
American papers, but the roll, which was signed by the United States con-
sul at Matanzas. The crew are composed of one British subject, the mas-
ter, (who was formerly in H. M. brigantine the Lynx, on this coast, and
was paid off in her,) the remainder are all Spaniards. This vessel I have
put into the Spanish mixed commission court for adjudication, being clearly
-of opinion that she is Spanish property, fitted and equipped for theslave
trade.

I have little doubt that, when at Bonavista, on her voyage to the coast,
she received Portuguese papers. She has also a Portuguese flag. I pro-
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porn, whien the ezamnatiobs of the maOer are taken, to lodge ianformaia
stj and commit him for trial, as a Brtish Oubject engaged inthe slave .

I have on board the Brisk an armorer's mate, who formerly srved in the
Lynx, and was a messmate of the individual ftom fifteen to eighteen
months.

I think, sir, the case of this vessel will have this good result-that it will
prove to the individuals carrying on the nefarious slave traffic that fraud
and deception will not always be successful.

l purpose proceeding, to day, to the rivers to the northward, having re-
ceived information that there are slave vessels there.

I have, &c.
ARTHUR KELLETT,

Liefitenant and Commander.
Rear Admiral Hon. GEORGE 'ELLIOT, C. B.,

Ec Ec. 4e..

No. 6.

Rear Admiral Elliot to Mr. Wood.

MELVILLE, AT SEA,
February 6, 1839.

SIR: I beg leave to enclose, for tlie information of my Lords Commnis-
sioners, an extract of a letter from Captain Popham, of H. M. sloop Pelican,
under date the 24th of December last, and three letters from Lieutenant
Arthur Kellett, commanding the Brisk; by which their lordships willse,
the protection which slave-vessels receive from assuming the Portugues-
and American flags.
The seaman on board the 'Mary Ann Cassard, alluded to in Lieut. A-

Kellett's letter of the 20th of October, I , who passed for the American
captain, was, I believe, an American by birth, though, wishing to be re-
ceived on board the Lynx, he passed himself as an Englishman in that
vessel. The man was unable to navigate any vessel, and was merely en-
gaged to pass as the American captain, when boarded by a Britisli'man-4.
war. She had her Portuguese papers and colors on board all the time, as
was proved when she was captured, a month afterwards, by the same ves-
sel, (hrisk,) which she mistook for a French brig cruising on the same pafP
of the coast, and consequently assumed the Portuguese character, having:
her slaves then.on board.

Several of the slave-dealers have declared their intention .to have aw.
Ameri sailing-master. in each vessel, and American colors; and some*
have had the impudence to assert that the Government of the United States,
would not discountenance such practices 'by any act or agreement which.
could prevent such: gros-abuse of the American flag, and such direct iolan
tion of their own lawrs. .-
H. M. sloop Lily has sent in a Spanish vessel under American colors

her whole crew Spanish, but with a pretended-American' captain on board.
I was also informed, by the American barque Active, (and where they seemed



delighted at the occurrence,) that the Saracen had detained a Spanish slave.
vessel at the Gallinas, under American colors.
The probable object of using the' American' flag wilt be to protect the

vessels'up to the time.of the cargo-being ready for shipment; then to go
through the farce of selling the vessel to a Portuguese or Spaniard.

But, in case of the capture of vessels with slaves oak board, under the
.Americanflag, I should beg to know what in to be done with the man.
passing for the American captain?
The actual sale of nearly all the slave-vessels in question takes place at

-the Havana, where one man is engaged to personify an American captain.
But they seem very indifferent as to having any American 'apers ;' the mere
flag, in their opinion, is sufficient; and as they are all provided also with
their proper national flag, they are prepared in case of meeting an Ameri-
can vessel of war.

1 must crave their lordships' early instructions on this growing evil and
abuse, which I feel is much too disgraceful to meet with any countenance,
direct or indirect, from the United: States.

I have, &c.
GEO. ELLIOT,

Rear Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.
CHARLES WOOD, Esq., 4-p. &c., 4-c.,

No. 7.

Extract of a letter from Admiral Elliot to Mr. Wood.

MELVILLE, AT SEA, February 13, 1839.
SIR: I have the honor to forward, for the information of my Lords Com-

missioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Lieutenant J. L. R.'.Holt,
commanding her Majesty's brigantine " Bonetta," by which, and my former
\Letters, it will be observed that the use of the American tag is becoming
rapidly more general in the protection of-the Spanish'slave-vessels,.
Of American flags used for this purpose, there are more than twice as

many at present on the coast; and in so barefaced a manner do they pro-
.ceed, that some have not even one American to personate the captain, but
satisfy themselves with furnishing one of the crew with a certificate of 'na-
turalization for the occasion.

If her Majesty's ships. were at liberty to send some' of these pretended
Americans to the United States, and the Government of that country were
ito uphold the honor of their flag, by subjecting such lawless felons to pros-
ecution and punishment, it would soon put an end to the nefarious usurp-
ations of their flag by the most notorious slave-dealers belonging to Spain.
and Portugal.

GEO. ELLIOT,
Rear Admiral and Commander-in-chief.

CHARLES WOOD, Esq., 4c.,
Admiralty.
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Estrcof a leter from Lieuteinant X L. R. Hot to Asdiral Eiot.
HER MAJBSTY'S BRIG "BON1t.TA,"

Princes Island, Pebruary 11, 1839.'
"On my passage to Accoa with thie prize crews of her Maj&sty's sloop

dPelican,"' I boarded, on the 23d -day of January, a very fast, new Ameti-
can Baltimore schooner, in ballast, evidently intended for the slave-trade
ill his 'crer Spanish, and her master, I believe, a Prenchman, but declaring
himself a nhatralized American: papers correct."

-3. L. R. HOLT,
Lieutenant Commanding..

Reark:Admiral the Hon. AEo. ELLIOT, C. B., 4EG

No. 9.
Lieutenant Birch to Commodore Sulivan.

HER MAJESTY'S BRIG "WIZARD,"
Off Bahia, November 1.2,1838,

SIR: I beg to submit to your notice the following statements relativelto-
the extensive share the American flag has, in forwarding and covering
the traffic in slaves carried on by parties in the-port of Bahia.
The American brig " Dido," of Baltimore, her master Phillips, and Man-

uel supercargo, when under American colors, and, vice versa, when under
the Portuguese colors, left the Havana about March, '1837, with a general
slave cargo, consisting of arms, ammunition, spirits,, tobacco', &C. &di.;
touched at Port-au-Prince, St. Domingo; 'also,-at Bonavista, Cape Verd
islands, where it is probable she' got Portuguese papers, after the usual
sham sale was- effected; from thence shei proceeded to Oirey' river Lago's, in
'the' Bight of Betin; and, after having there disp d of her cargo, visited
Whydah, where sbe provisioned'; i6tufning to Laos, she finally sailed wih
-676 sla'ires on boardd: .her crew consisting of 'Phllips, master; Manuel''-
percarg6'; second mate,- relatioti of Phillips; an American mulatto ;a.191-
cilian, (since mnrrdred at Bahiia;) a Norwegian two Portugouese; and'
Englishan, 'James- Fox.
'After three weeks' passage, she made th sand hills to windward ofBati&-

On reconnoitring 'the port, her Majesty's sloop "Sparrowhawk"w'was obseri
at anchor; upon which theyv hauled off, hoisting, however,'their distin -
ing otorward,and American colors abaft, Which was acknowledge from

vil age outside the bar. That same evening' 570 slaves (five havmn
died oni t .e passage) vere landed close to the point' Itaparica, at the village;
during the night, the "Dido" was cleared out; and'made her appearancei,^
Bahia next day, tinder American colors -
The above confirms what I had before learned from report off Bahia.
James Fox, now serving in the "9 Wizard," states that he would have no

objection to make oath to the truth of the above statement, provided security
was warranted against his being tried for a misdemeanor, or otherwise
punished for his share in the transaction.

James Fox received seventy-five dollars a month as wages, and one hun-
dred dollars bounty when slaves were landed.
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The it Dido " was under Portuguese-coIors at Lagos.
The " Dido " left Bahia again.on the 27th of July, with a general cargo

for the coast; and was reported by the "Mary Cushing, " of Baltimore, as.
having been left by her, iu September, in Lagos river, in the Bight of Benin.

I have, &c.,
THOMAS F. BIRCH,

Lieutenant and Commander.
Commodore SULIvAN, C. B., 4Ic.

No. 10.

Lieutenant Birch to Commodore Sulivan.

HER MAJESTY'S BRIG " WIZARD,"
Of Bahia, November 12, 1838.

SiR: X have the honor to report that we boarded, on.the 16th of Septeii.-
ber, off Point St. Antonio, (Bahia,) the "EEagle," of Baltimore, a two top-
sail, schooner of 210 tons;- under American- colors, John Littig m'stet,
with crew and passengers, (in al twentyone men,) from St. Thomas,'on thb:
line, in ballast.. Her American papers were produced, and I did- not con.
ceive myself warranted in searching her. It was reported in Bahia that
she hadi-landed slaves to the northward, and her appearance ofboadi-
warralted the suspicion.'
The Brazilian authorities appear to have been satisfied, as, on the 19th of

October, she sailed,, with a general cargo, for the coast ofAfrica.
I have, &c.

T. F. BIRCH,
Lieutenant Commanding.

Commodore SULIVAN, C:. B., 4-c.

HER MAJESTY'S BRIG "WIZMARD,--
Off Bahia, December 20, 1838.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, on the 9th ofNovember, 1 boarded,
off Bahia, the Americani schooner "s William Ridgway," John Chase,jr.e
master and part owner, with flour for the market. After discharging, she
was offered for sale; sand would have been sold to parties for the slave-
trade, but the bills tendered could not be negotiated; and she -left Biiai on
the 19th December for Baltimore.,
John Chase, jr., last voyage, sold gJuliana" schooner to parties in Bahia.

She sailed for the coast of Africa, about the 30th of July, with a great cargo.
It is said she will take slaves to the Havana.
' John Chase, jr., told me he had on the stocks a vessel, to be called the
.' Mariana," nearly ready, but built expressly for the slave-trade; and that;
.by God, he would build as long as he could find purchasers.

I have, &c.,
T. F. BIRCH,

Lieutenant Commanding.
Commodore SULIVAN, C. B., TIc.



-i25 j a@_

No. II.

Lieutenant Birch to Commodore Sulivan.

HER MAJESTYS BRIG "WWIZARD,"
Of Bahia, December 20, 1838.

SIR-: I have the honor to report that her Majesty's brig boarded, on the
10th of November, off Bahia, the " Mary Cushing" of Baltimore, schooner
of' 140 tons, under .American colors, Reynolds master, with a crew of 10
men, all either Portuguese or. Spaniards, from Lagos and Prince's island,
in ballast, bound to Bahia.
Her master volunteered leave to inspect between decks; 4 leaguers and

about 20 water-casks were observed in her hold, and also a quantity of loose
planks. Her range - and coppers were much larger than those generally
used in merchant vessels.

In Bahia it was known she hIad been sold to parties at the Havana for
the purpose of slaving; that the former American master remained on board
with her registerj that she might still' bear the flag of the United States.
From the Havana she.went to Orey, river Lagos, for the purpose of

taking in slaves;o but, being closely watched by one of her Majesty's crus.
.ers, she, after a stay of some weeks, sailed, and finally came to' Bahia in
.ballast. She is expected shortly.to sail for the coast with a 'general-cargo,
-and the first good opportunity that offers will ship slaves; when the Amer.
*ican master will leave. with his register, and her first mate will take charge
,with the sale policy effected in the Havana.

The master observed .to the boarding-officer, upon some allusion being
made to the American colors he had flying, that had, he negroes on board
we should not see those colors.up.

I have,: &c.
THO. F. BIRCH,

Lieutenant and Commander.
Commodore SULIVAN, C. B., 4FC., 4-C.

No. 12.

Captain Popham to Admiral Elliot.

HER MAJESTY'S SLOOP "PELICAN," AT SEA,
December 24, 1838..

"The active and undisguised assistance given to the slave-trade by cii.
zens of the United States of America, is as notorious as it is disgraceful.
The American 1ta has, in several instances, given protection to Spanish
and Portuguese traffickers in human beings. The last instance was too
shameful to passunnoticed..:
"A ship called the ' Venus,' of 450 tons, built at Baltimore, on the most

approved model for swift sailing, arrived at Lagos from Boston on or
about the 5th of November. last; about the 24th of the same month, she
sailed from Lagos, with a very large cargo of slaves, said to amount to 1,150.
The American flag and papers (in possession of Mr. Phillips, the comen
wander, of Baltimore,) protected her until a few days before she sailed, whem



be'ieft; anid the Portugruese flag wits'substituted for the Anirrican.. it is
therefore, evident' that, under the Americanfadg,shefVasperfecily ready for
-.thb reception- of slaves. a s w p-r "

On the 28thNovember, about a hunrdredimiles south of Lagos, thiec"'Pel.
ican"'chased this ship, aand at first gained on her; but she was lightened,-by
-throwing her deck cargo and spars overboard, then sailed away frbi' us
with ease, although every effort was made to come up wvith her. On the
30th, somewhat southeast of where our chase commenced, we picked up
two spare * topnmasts, a topsail yard, and maintop-gallarit mast of very large
dimensions, quite new, and evidently but a day or two in the water; this
confirmed what I heard in Lagos respecting the Venus.
We boarded then a large American brigantine, discharging a cargo for

the purchase of slaves. Mr. Littig, the soi-disant owner and' commander,
said the cargo was Portuguese property, and that he hoped the brigantine,
soon woulId be. This. is the third vessel brought out (the first and second
*sold for the slave trade) by the same individual.

Lieutenant Holland,.of the Dolphin, could give you the fullest. i'for-
mation respecting the "hVenus," as he often boarded her at Lagos..
The " Pelican" sailed from West Bay, Prince's Island', on Saturday, the

15th'of December, for Ascension: on Monday, the 17th, at daybreak, a sits-
-picious sail was reported as being very close to us. She immediately tack-
ed; we made all, sail in chase, and' at 7 A. M. detained the' Portuguese
slave schooner It Magdeleua," with a cargo of 320 slaves' from the rivet
Bzrass, or Nun. Among her passengers was a citizen of the United States,
(Mr. Huntingdon,) who had on the 1st of December made'over to a Spaniar
the schooner "'Ontario," of Baltimore. Her sale was no doubt effected' at
Havana, although the bill of sale mentioned it to have taken place in Brhss.

In this instance, the American flag gave unqualified protection tW the
slave-trade, for the " Ontario" was boarded by the boats of her Majesty's
ship "Viper," in November, and she was' then reported -as preparing for
the reception of slaves, but having American papers and colors. After a
little conversation.vith the Portuguese commander of the " Magdelenna"
;he informed me that the " Ontario" was in company on Sunday afternoon
this information was taken immediate advantage of,' and sail. made oft,-a
NW. by W. aW. course. Tuesday at daybreak.(after afine run) a sail was
seen to the westward; the morning was thick and rainy, but at 10,A. M.
the weather cleared up, and I despatched Lieutenant Marsh, with the two
gigs, to capture the "Ontario." This he did at 11 hours 30 minutes A. M.
with 220 slaves on board.
'She was under Spanish colors, but' had no papers whatever. "Ontario

-of Baltimore," was painted in large letters on her stern. Both these ves-
sels I sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication, informing the British commis.
.sioners of my intention to detain the American, (Huntingdon,) until I re-
ceived your orders respecting the disposal of him; however, on aW careful
perusal of the instructions in my possession, and of the correspondence
between Great Britain and the United States of America on the subject of
the slave trade, I was induced to alter my intention, feeling that I should not
be borne out, in interfering with a citizen of the United States; of which, it
appeared to me, the American Government evinced no disposition to tolerate,
even in very extreme cases.

It has been mentioned by Spaniards and' Portucguese slaving on this
coast, that, were it not for the very active co-operation of the Americans, the

13
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slave-trade would very materially decline-in fact, be but feebly carried'
on. I do not doubt, front all 1 bear, that the citizens of the United States.
(generally of Baltimore) are more deeply interested in the slave-trade ta.
Havana and Brazil than is generally supposed.

BRUNSWICK POPHAM, Captain.
Rear-Admiral the lion. GEORGE ELLIOT, C. B.,

Fcic, 5Ac., ~AC.

No. 13.

£xtract from a despatch from her Majesty's commissioners at Havana,.
dated the 1st of January, 1839.

An astonishing number of new sugar estates have been opened through-
out the island within the last two years. In the district of Cienfuegos, of
40 estates now working there, 27 have been of recent formation; and, though
this may be above the average, we believe it does not much exceed the pro--
portion of many other districts in course of cultivation. We regret to think
that, of these estates, many have been commenced by American subjects,..
who will thus, of course, give considerable impetus to the slave-trade, .by
reazias of their capital,. industry, and skill. Nor have the efforts of the.
planiters (relying on the falling off of exports from the British West Indies,
conseq:ient on the measure of emancipation) been unrewarded with success.
In the three years preceding the last, the exportations from that place and"'
Matanzas, of boxes of sugar, were-
la 1835 :- 491.570

1836 - - - - - - 500,153
1837 - - - - - - 506,952

While, in the last season, the number amounted to 610,512; and, in the.
present, it is calculated a like quantity will have been raised, and, but for-
a severe drought in the autumn, would have reached 50,000 more.
With regard to the vessels engaged in the slave-trade, your lordship will'

perceive that in the year 1837 there appear to have been-
Portuguese - - - - 40
Spanish - - - 19
American - --
Swedish - i

Total - 71

And in the past year the numbers are-
Portuguese - - - - 42.
American - - - - 19
Spanish - - - - - - 8
French - -

Brazilian - - - - - 1

Total -
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So that, while your loidship's efforts have been successful in inducing
the Spanish Gov6rnment' to deter their; subjects from adventuring jijler
their Bag in this'.traffic, and may be, equally successful with the Portuguese,
it appears that the American flag will be at the command of whoever chooses
to embark in such inhuman speculations.
We have only further to add, (and it is with great regret,) that, on account

of the new plantations, the demand for negroes in the market is as high as
ever, and the price, therefore, remains proportionally high also; consequont-
ly, the inducement to prosecute the trade will continue the same, so long as
those inclined to engage in it may find protection from the Governments
which refuse the only co-operation that would be effective to control thm.

No. 14.

Extractfrom a desp)atchfrom Admiral Elliot to Mr. Wood, dated

"MELVILLE,} ASCENSION, January 1, 1839.
1 beg leave again to call their lordships' attention to the circumstance

of the American consul at the Havana affixing his signature to the papers
of vessels about to be engaged in the detestable traffic alluded to, under the
Portuguese flag, as stated by Lieutenaut Arthur Kellett, of her Majesty's
brig " Brisk," and in the report of Lieutenant Oliver, of the " Fair Rosa-
mond," as well as the said consul signing blank forms, to be filled up at the
pleasure of the persons in command of these vessels.

No. 15.

HER MAJESTY'S BRIG BRISK,
At Sierra Leone, August 8, 1838.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here this day from
the river Gambia, where I had been, in obedience to your orders, to put
myself in communication with the Governor of that settlement. I remain-
ed there 12 hours, and have called in here for information which I expect
to receive relative to the sailing of slaves from the Sherbro and Oallih as, for
which cruising I proceed to-morrow. 1 have to inform you tClt, during
my late cruise to the Gambia, I boarded the Portuguese schooner "' Senbora
de Bom Viagem," from the Havana, at which place she cleared out for Port
Praya, but did not call there, and was on her way to the island of St'. .Tho-
mas. I beg to state that I examined her papers, and found that the Amen-
can consul at the Havana had signed all her papers; his reason for Wd'do-
ing being expressed in them, viz: "1 there being no Portuguese consul or
other authorized agcent there, from the Portuauese Government, to do so."

I have, &c.,
ARTHUR KELLET.T'.

Lieut. C'nunmLlding.
Rear Admiral I-Ion. GEORGE ELLIOr,

4 W.;*,, 'c. ac
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No. 16.
A return of vessels 'engaged in the siave-trade, searched and detained by her Majesty's shipiand vessels iEnded 1Ao

orders of Rcar Admiral Honorable G6eorge Elliot, C. B., on the Cape and African station, betweenthe 1st of October
and the 31st of December, 1838.

Name of prize.

Paquele-
1. "Felis"

..0
W

0

Portuguese

2. ''Constitugao" Portuguese

3. "Dolcinea"de-
lainedby Pelican.

eLD

0

Two-topsail
brig.

Two-topsail
schooner.

Portuguese Schooner

E

*28

24

16

6:

64
4

0
0

I0
.z

I,Z

0 .0o D-
:Z

1151 196

115 none

80o 253

long.7030'Ev

July 19,1838,
lat. 40 i5' N.
long. 7° 30' E.
Accoa Roads

31st October,
lat. 40 16' N.,
long. 30 44 E.

qJ
0a
0)

Bonny -

Havana

Lagoes -

MELVILLE, Ascension, Janiwary 1, 1839.

St. Jngo de
Cuba.

St. Paul de
Loando &
Matanzas.

Hatana

0.-10I. :3
0 0
6Z

1.1

64
from Ha-
vana.

Remarks.

She produced a Cape Verd island paper, dated
10th December, 1837, stating her to be
American built, in which the name of the cap-
tain differs from that on the muster-roll; founa
Spanish custom-house clearances, to which
are affixed the name of Mr. Trist, as Anerin,
can consul, there being no Portuguese at the
Havana; all 11 passengers bad Spanish pass-
ports, and evidently held the highest offices on
board one stated himself to be the owner of
both vessel and cargo:. found in his desk-cer-
tificate of his birth as a Spaniard, and several
printed formns signed by Mr. Trist lkft blank
for them to fill up at pleasure; found a Spanish
log in the main-hold, and a Spanish: eisign
secreted. She had 4 men, neither accounted
forbby muster-roll nor passports, making atta1l
of 39. Her cargo is rich, consisting of powder
spirits, silks, Manchester goods, and tobacco;
has slave irons, plank for deck, large coppers,
and leaguers.

Six slaves had died; the remainder 'were
healthy; thevessel in good order, her-sails
new.

- -l l l SA l

-

A return of vessels engaged in the slave-trade, searched and detained by her Majesty's ships and vessels under the orders of Rear Admiral Honorable George Elliot, C. B., on the Cape and African station, between the 1st of October and the 31st of December, 1838.
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No. 17'.

Commander Reeve to Mr. Wood.

H. M. SLOOP LILY,
Gambia, Aprit2, 1839.

SIR: Having captured a vessel under American colors, lying at Lagos,
called the " Eagle," (the entire crew of which were Spaniards, with the ex-
ception of a man calling himself both master and owner,) I sent her to;Sierra
Leone for adjudication; but the mixed commission court have refuse4dt6
decide, on the ground that the ship's papers produced set forth that she is an
American vessel. When captured, she was last from Havana, and answered
the description sent by the admiralty to the commander-in chief, of a vessel
employed in the slave-trade, called the cc Tres Amiaos," under Portuguese
colors, about to sail from Maranham. She was sold at the Havana, aid the
American vice-consul attested the sale, and granted American papers. Three
other vessels had been captured under like circumstances, by the " Brisk,"
"Saracen," and " Forester ;" and the court has acted in like manner; one of
which was afterwards taken with slaves on board; she then hoisted Portu-
guese colors.

I have to request you will be pleased to acquaint-my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty with the circumstance, that immediate steps maybe taken
to check the protection of that flag to the slaver, or it will be useless for
her Majesty's cruisers to be employed in the suppression of that inhuman
traffic.
A day before I left Sierra Leone, a vessel arrived under American colors,

captured by the "c Termagant ;" she will, of course, be released. No other
flag will be seen on the coast in a short time, for it affords all the protection
a slaver can require, under the existing laws.

I have, &rc.,
JOHN REEVE,

Commander.
CHARLES WOOD, Esq.,

sac. 4Ac. 6c.

No. 18.

SIERRA LEONE, February 12, 1839.
MY LORD: With 'reference to our despatch marked "separate, ". of the

,31st ultimo, on the subject of the detention of the American schooner " Flor-
idn," D. B. Williamgon master, We' have now the pleasure to inform yda
that the object of Lieutenant Hill, the captor, has been fully accomplished, by'
the total destruction of that vessel.
The assertion of the ship's papers, that Williamson was the owner 'of the

"Florida," coupled with the. anxiety of.that person to obtain the amount
due to him for his services on, board, and then to free himself from all fur-
ther connexion with the vessel, induced Mr. Macaulay to suggest to Lieuten-
ant Hill that Williamson's. object might be attaine'd if, as the acknowledged
owner of the I"' loridii," he would'direct her to be heated inall respects as
a condemned Spanish vessel, and to be 'sold at public auction.



The suggestion was approved of yr.[utenant Hill, and was immediately
acted upon by Williamson, who had previously removed from the protec-
tiori of her Majesty's. brig" Sqrecen," toh4at*oi..pn.Mnerican merchant ves.
sel lying in the harbor. Accordingly, without the intervention of Lieuten-
ant lwho,,h.qoilq; Qp a cruise, or of Her Majesty's commissioners, who
hi44,p cpmmqunic~4ipnt.whatever with Williamson, but with the assistance
ofJa.mercarlile:ag¶nt employed by. Williamson for the purpose, the " Flori-
diEasdismantled; her stores, spars, sails, a cargo,Q lahided; and
Iewp thln cqrveytd to destruction bay, where the hull was beached, and

cut iRo foiir parss,
. Tht,9w4ole waq .sqoni sold by public auction, and the proceeds banded

over 4o, Willihi'i&so` declared his iifentib of payingg hIixipself there
?im,nt th~'fi ,'itinsPche ,and of handing ov'e the ba ance to thern owiie
oftes.;vesse iW ene'yer he right chaace to meet witk him,
;. e,1'the'prpdess'of dismantling and cuttingip"the " Florida was go.

Jq ion.the ra-ge"

ndastonishmentt of the Spanish, ofkicera belonging to her,
may be imaginme&d. ,.pplication was made by. them to: theprinMcipallawyer
o'ttbeplahce, for advice and assistance; and alarge sum ofmoney was offere'
to,himl if he would save this new and beautiful. vessel from' destruction.
They declared she Wiis'owned by merchants 'of Havana; and that Willia'm-
son,:.wAs only a seaman on board. But all was in vain. The PaPerS Under
WOicb the, P.oFlria n' sailed, veified, and attested aS t Thwe'e bY the Aunder
ignC~vi-c6fCsnlI at Ha'va]na' ProClaim'ed WilliamSO'nI to be.-the true, lawfUl,
a'nd 0lfe:6OWner.', Hel followed his owih inClinations with ,respect, to". the .dis-
osa] Of his down PrOpertY, and, having realizedt'e sum Which its sale in
detaeed Portions produced,.he sailed, on the following morning fdr New
.YorF, in the ,A ria1i brig, WhiCh had, for sirostimePreviOUS, afforded
him shelter ani pr section tromn.the vengeance ohiSis late messm'ates.

We; h1ave, L-
H. W. MAOALJAY,
R. DOHERTY.

ViSC6OtPALM'EiTON, G. C. B.
4-c. 4-c. c

[Ist sub-enclosure in No. 18.]

Abstract of the papers of the schooner. "Florida," David Bell Williamson
master.

,1N-r1. Part of an American register,.rhich has been cut-diagonally from
tleeft.corner at the top to te rig corner at te iottom' Only the left'side
iw'prqL'~eed;i which,. however, contains the endo sement, "Permanent reg-
ieS so6ch6oner ' Florida,' of Baltimore, l9thi J~une, 1838: tons 38 '

l=e6ond this, little inhformatioii cain be obtained, as th9 absence of the right
half, of thie document prevents our ascertaining its ccontents.I

L$. ;2,. ,4 bill of saie, by which Don Jtian M, Manizane6o, a merchaiditof
Wr.ina vfrtue.of a power of sulsti*ution granted byiMktthew Kelly,a-

tr mey oeqrgpiverso1 BaItimiores6le owner o t e hooper "Flpridg
ral rightrnd nile, td tlsaid ,ssel to ,)avrdI Wlliiamscn, M

iihe 8U`1of o,20 To this docu nt. is aitache4 acertificate f Nomte
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Xmetiqani t2 -db ul,JXr. Smnit1h, catIlde 4th Odtober, 1838, thiat M~i*niieO
ha&d APpeared 6b'oib&-hi Aid VdkIiitbwedked the transfer at his at aniddd
bA:se'oMd certifiie",bV tie same funcdtiohary, on thd sameda'r, ddcla
that "flavid B Williamson has ralkdn the oath required by law, abd ilst
present master of. the schooner 'Florida,' in place of Matthew Kelly, the
late master."

No. 3. The muster-roll of the crew, signed by the master, D. B. Wilhom-
-son, and certified by the American vice-consul.

No. 4. The custom-house clearance from Havana, dated on the 9th Octo-
ber, 1838, stating that the American schooner "Florida" was bound to the
Cape Verds and Gallitias.

No. 5. There is another paper, dated two days before the bill of sale was
.executed, which proves the latter document to be fictitious..
Y It is a formal agreement between Messrs Manzanedo and Abrisqueta, who
have lately been so deeply engaged in the Havana slave-trade; and the master
,.(Williamson) stipulates that the latter, although the ostensible owner, shall
receive $70 a month during the outward voyage, and until the " Florida"
be ready to take on board her return cargo, when his services shall cease;
and that a passage back to Havana shall be found for him, free of expense,
in the same vessel.
SIERRA LEONE, January 31, 1839.

[EXTRACT.]

SIERRA LEVoNE, .7anuary 31, 1839.
MY LORD: We have the honor to enclose an abstract of the papers of

the schooner "Florida," David Bell Williamson master; which vessel was
presented. to us for admission into the British and Spanish mixed Court of
Justice on the 26th instant, by Lieutenant Worsley Hill, of her Majestys
-brig "Saracen." We declined to accede to the captor's application in. this
respect, on the ground that all the papers of the detained schooner set forth
that she was an American vessel.
The reasons for the course which we have thought it our duty to pursue

with regard to such seizures, have been so fully stated in our despatch (No.
87) of the 30th of November, 1838, that .it will be needless now to repeat
them; ana incompetent as we feel ourselves to deal with cases of this de-
scription, we are proportionally anxious that measures should be taken in.
the proper quarters to rectify the scandalous and increasing abuse of the
flag of the United States.
From the enclosed abstract, hastily made, of the " Florida's" papers,.before

-they were returned to the captor, on his petition being rejected, it will be
-seen that George Elvear, of Baltimore, took out an American register ftr
his schooner I"Florida," in June, 1838, and immediately despatched hero
Havana, for sale, under the charge of the captain, Matthew Kelly, who we
appointed the agent of the owner with a power of substitution. Kelly ap-
poiutedEDon Juan M. Manzanedo and Abrisqueta his substitutes; and uth-
in three months and a half from the date of the American register; a bill of
sale of the "Florida" was executed by Manzanedo to D. B. Williamson the
present master.



Buch are. the representations of the ship's papers. . Unfortunately, how-
ever, or the credit of the bill of sale, another paper was discovered, show.
inJ4 that Williamson, instead of being the owner, was to receive from the
well-lknown slave-trading firm of ManzanedoandAbrisqueta (who, ifnot them.
selves the owners of the "Florida," were at any rate the agents ofthe owners) s
a small monthly stipend for assisting, by his name and presence, in concealing-
a Spanish slave-trade adventure under an American cover. The pay of this..
mant was only to continue until the vessel should be ready to receive her
return cargo; when, owing, we presume, to an intention to change the flag
to Portuguese or Spanish, his services would be no longer of use; but even.
then he was to be allowed his passage back to Havana free of expense.
The equipment of the " Florida" for the slave-trade was complete; and the
captor would thus have possessed ample means of convicting his prize of-
being an essentially Spanish vessel engaged in the illicit traffic, had het
been permitted to take advantage of the information acquired by his unau-
thorized search.
The declaration of Lieutenant Hill states, that he boarded the "Florida"!

on the 13th instant, in the river Gallinas, in his boat, her Majesty's brig
" Saracen" lying at anchor off the bar; no colors were hoisted at the time,,
and Williamson was on board another vessel, lying close by; but, on being
hailed, he immediatelyreturned tohisown schooner,declaring himself master,.
and that it was an American vessel. Two days afterwards, Captain Wil-
liamson, who appears to have been a silly, timid man, applied to Lieutenant.
Hill for protection against his own crew, who were all Spaniards, and had
threatened his life. PHe is then represented to have stated that he would;
not venture again on board the " Florida," which he would abandon alto.
gether, if he could only procure payment of his wages on the outward voy-
age from the agent of the vessel at the Gallinas, through Lieutenant Hill's!.
interference.
He further acknowledged that, so far as the bill of sale related to himself,

it was false, and that he had no claim whatever to the character of 'thet
owner; and he attempted to clear himself of being a party to the fraud, by
declaring that he had not been aware of the existence of this false doc.-
ment until some time after he left Havana. We have little doubt that thi-
American register and muster-roll are as fictitious as the paper the falsehood.
of which is admitted; they are, however, recognised by American author-
ities as true and valid, entitling the, vessel which carries them to all the-
privileges of an American character; and, in our view of the matter, the
fact of such a recognition is sufficient to protect from search and detention
an apparent American vessel, so long as America persists in refusing to our
cruisers the right of visitation.
'The tenderness with which the independence of the flag of the United

States has been treated under so much provocation, will, we trust, have its
proper effect, Of the actual existence of the evils' which were anticipated
from America's determined denial of the privilege of search, no doubt cant
now be entertained; and it is to be hoped that some remedial measures
will,-at any rate, be adopted by herself, to check and punish the abuse
which has clearly resulted from her obstinate retention of a right, which
other nations less jealous and exclusive have consented, under certain cir-
cumstances, and-for a well defined and humane object, to waive, without
any injury to their national honor.
We will here only recommend one measure, to which America can offd



no reasonable objection. It is, that a force of small brigs, brigantines, or
schooners of war, should be sent on this coast by the American Govern-
ment; each of which should cruise and visit the slave-trading rivers and
stations, in company with one of our own vessels. Cruising singly, would
have comparatively little effect, as the same vessel which would show
American colors and papers to a British officer, might show Portuguese or
Spanish colors and papers to an American officer. The crews of such ves-
sels are always composed of Spaniards, with the exception of one Ameri-
can, who, in the presence of the British cruiser, would figure as the Amer-
ican captain; and before the cruiser of his own nation, would declare him-
self a passenger, and would probably produce a passenger's passport from
Havana. Cruising in couples, on the contrary, would remove the possibil-
ity of such evasion. If the American flag and pass were assumed by a
slaver, she would be taken charge of by the one; and if she declared herself,
or if she could be proved-to be, Spanish, Portuguese, or Brazilian, she would
be a prize to the other man-of-war. At present, however, the coast swarms
with vessels apparently American, and a rich harvest of prizes would follow
the immediate arrival of a squadron of American cruisers, armed with au-
thority to capture on the ground of equipment.
The United States consul at the Havana recognized as a valid document

a register which had apparently been cancelled, and of which only the left
half was produced to him; and he acknowledged Williamson as owner of
the 4; Florida," and the purchaser of that vessel, although no power of attor-
ney or power of substitution was forthcoming to prove the right which ei-
ther Kelly, the alleged agent, or Manzanedo, the alleged substitute and sellers,
had received from Elvear, the original named in the mutilated register, to
dispose of the property in question. Nor does it seem to have excited any
doubt in the unsuspicious mind of Mr. J. A. Smith, that a vessel fully equip-
peL )r the slave-trade, and bound for the most notorious slave-mart on the
coast of Africa, should be cleared out from Havana by one of the most ex-
tensive slave-merchants in Cuba, with a crew of which the captain of the
flag was the only person who professed to be an American citizen.

We have, &c.,
,H. W. MACAULAY,

R. DOHERTY.
Viscount PALMERSTON, G. C. B., 4c.TC.

No. 19.

Abstract of the papers found on board th/e schooner " Hazard," RusseUl
Barker master.

No. 1. A permanent American register, No. 40, dated and signed at Bal-
timore on the 11th of May, 18'38, setting forth that James Frazier, of Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, had taken the required oath, and was sole
owner of the schooner "1 Hazard," of Baltimore, built during the year 1838,.
and measuring 120 rT tons; and that Edwin Bailey was the master of the-
vessel.

Anl endorsement by Mr. J. A. Smith, the American vice-consul at Ha-
vana, on the 24th September, 1838, states that Russell Barker was master on,
that date, and had taken the proper oath as such.
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No. I Ont the'day after the above A ierian ude *aW te.Va
-forer of attorney wftprepard bi3ohn Gi isotapy plicof3altifli6,aby. which the owner, 3amei Fyazier,,aautbotizAs the datainiih- 'Edwrih -Nliy
-4o sell the'" Hazard," or to appoint a substitute for thrit phtfpcmse.

No. 3.: Annexed to the last paper is a power of' substitution, exiecut-dat
Havina, by Bailey, On the 19th of September, 1838; which empowers-"Don
-Francisco Montero, of Havana, and supercargo of the '1Hazard,' to: dispose
-of the schooner at his own discretion."

The witness to the execution of this deed was Mr. Smith, the vice-con.
;sul,. who afterwards, in his official capacity, attested its correctness.

No. 4 is a muster-roll of the crew, certified, in like manner, by the
American vice-consul, on the 11th October, 1838. MWontero, the s-percaro
intrusted with the disposal of the vessel, is not mentioned at all; but Rut.
sell Barker is named as master, and Benito Sandes and William Pons as first
-aid second mates; the one being called a Portuguese, and the other 'a
Frenchman.

No. 5. The clearance from the Havana shows the following endorse.
ment on the sealed envelope: "c The American schooner Hazard, Captain
.Don Benito Sandes, bound from Havana to St. Thomas, despatched the
.12th October, 1838."
'.In the enclosure, also, although Barker is. there styled the captain, Don

Benito Sandes is again named as the shipper of all those articles of slaving
.Eqnipment, slave-decek, water-casks,; &c.; the shipment of which is, in these
documents, usually assigned to the master.

Nos. 6 to 10 are five private letters, of which one is addressed to Get
-ronimo Villar,. captain of the brigantine " Ligeiro," at Onim; another to
Francisco Gallardo, mate of the same vessel, but here called by her Spanish
'name of"9 Galgo ;" and a third to Don Mathias Baptista de Carvalho, who,
it 'will be recollected, was the consignee at Onim of the "9 Ligeiro," reported.
in our despatch of the date marked Spain No. 9. The two former gentle.
men, being at Sierra Leone, received their letters much earlier than they'
would otherwise have done. 'The two other letters are addressed to Don
Antonio de la Peiia and Don Estevio del Castillo. The name of the for.
'mer of the persons is well known to us in connexion. with the slave-trade.

Nos. 11 to 14. Four log-books were found on board relating to the pres-
*et and former voyages made by the persons who -kept them. They are
.all written in Spanish or Portutuese.

SIERRA LEONE, Jantar~y 31, 1839.

[ EXTRACT.]
SIERRA LEONE, January 31, 1839.

MY LORD: We have the honor to enclose to yourlordship, herewith, an
-abstrct of the papers fboud on board the schooner."Hazar,"Rif seI Ba-
ker master, which was fallen in with oi the 4th instant in 50 43' 66otth
latitude, sailing under American colors, by her Majesty's brigantine " For. -



W1:U..}.5.
-ester," Lieutenant Colin Yorke Campbell commanding, and detained on the
ground that she was equipped forihe. slave-trade, and that there were "rea-
sons for supposing her to be a Spanish vessel."

O~n 'the 29th fnst'hI*tiiM atttipt was made to briqg the 'c Hazard " before
Hi British and Spanish cinied Commission court of justice; but tie fact of
*-4bv5rssel hating been taken whilst sailing under the flag and 6af61 the
United States-a fact which is necessarily stated in the preliminary decla-i-
titon of the-captor-rendered it improper, in our opinion to sanction the pro.
Mecttion of the-vessel in any of'the courts of mixed commission.

The " Hazard-" received an Aniprican register at Baltimore on the tlih
, 1838, and on -the following day she was despatched to Havana f&r

sale.. On the 19th September -Don Francisco Montero, a merchant at Ha-
*+anta, who hias sinc.3 accompanied the vesi. el in the ostensible chadr'-Ar of
superchrgo, received full power to dispose of the vessel when, and whee,
*"d! how, he pleased. There is little doubt MWntero had become the owner
-f the property over which he possessed sucdh absolute control; and the
*ver of attorney,underwh'ich thdtf control was exercised was amere
blind. Ba-rker, the American, was also, it appears, only "ccaptain' of Sm
Jizt, the real master, who cleared out :the vessel from Havana, and whose
name was endorsed on the clearance a's captain, being Don Benito Sandes,
who is described on the muster-roll'as first mate.
Although cleared out for St. Thomas, the. destination of the "Hazard"

.Vas the slaving port of-Lagos, as she carried from Havana letters for various
pei'tons at that place; and the fittings of the vessel sufficiently demonstrated
'he illegal object of the voyage. The American captain died on his- passage
io this port; and. the "s Hazard*was thus left to navigate the seas, without
having on board one citizen of the nation to which she claimed to belong.
Her crew were all foreigners. A Spanish. merchant exercised over heriall
the rights of owvilefthip; and she received her outward cargo, and her
.Aive-trading equipment,-in a Spanish port, to which, according to the dec-
laration of the late master, she intends to return when her business ohi the.
coast is completed. There is nothing to connect herewith America, but her
BaWim"ore register, and the recognition of her American-character by Mr.
Vice-consul Smith. Nor could she eve-r haye been intended to h'ef been
employed in the commerce of America; for on the day after the American
register was. obtained, she sailed -fr. Havana, with a power of attorney on
board to sell her forthwith. Under these circumstances, all that the captor
required to procure the condemnation of the cc Hazard " as a Spanish vessel
*en,,aged in the sav-trade, was the right to avail himself of discoveries
produced by his visitation and search.

r reporting the cases of the' Mfary Ann Cassard" and the :Florida,"
-we remarked that their registers appeared to have beein cancelled, being cut
Byrugh diagonally, an-d on one-half of each being'produced.The "Ba-
za'rd" on the contrary, was'supplied with an entire document.' This dieT-
niiee gives an appearance of probability to our conjecture respecting the

'n0'aihdity of registers so mutilated.
We havre:'the honor to be, &c., &c,,

H. W. MACAULAY,
R. DOHER~tY.

R1ilt Hon. Lor Viscount PALMERTON,-
G. C. B., 4rc. c.



No. 20.

FOREIGzN OFFICN, April 16,, 183g.
GENTLEMEN: I have received your despatch (No. 5).of the 19th of Jan-

uary, 1839, containing copies of a correspondence which bad taken.place
between yourselves and Mr. Trist, the United States consul at the Havana,
on the occasion of your having communicated to that gentleman informa-
tion respecting the vessel (the " Venius") which had sailed -from the Havana;
.for Africa, under the. flag of the Union, with several American citizens .on
board, and had returned within four months, with. a cargo of eight hundred
and sixty slaves, from Africa.

With reference to that part of Mr. Trist's letter .to yor which relates. to
British fabrics made expressly for Africa, and to shackles of British -manu.
fracture, intended for slave-trade, exported from England and imported into
Cuba, I have to desire that you will state to Mr. Trist,. that, if he can at any
time-furnish her Majesty's Government, through you, with any information
which may directly or indirectly enable her Majesty's Government to en-
force the penalties of the law against British subjects who may be concerned
in slave-trade, her Majesty's Government will feel most sincerely obliged to
him.
..You will observe to Mr. Trist that the two Governments having, by the

10th article of the treaty of. Ghent, mutually engaged to each other.that
they would " use. their utmost endeavors to promote the entire. abolition of
the. slave trade," it seems. to be' perfectly consistent with the'respect which
the agents of each country must feel for the other country, that they should
not only themselves act in strict accordance with the spirit of the engage-
mient which their own Government has contracted, but that they should'fut-
nish to the agents of the other Government any information which may be
calculated to enable that other Government more effectually to accomplish
the common purpose.

Iam, dzc.,
am.&c., PALMERSTON..

HER MAJESTY'S COMMIsSIoNERs, Havana.

HAVANA, January 8, 1839.
SIR: As it may possibly not have come to your knowledge, we think it

right to make you acquainted with the report prevalent in this place respect-
ing the ship "cVenus," which arrived here the 4th August last, from Balti-
more, and sailed shortly after for the coast of Africa. This vessels you will
no doubt remember, arrived and sailed hence under American colors; under
which, it is said, she took in a cargo of negro slaves, and has landed them
within the last few days, on this coast-about 860 in number. The report
further states, there are several American citizens implicated in this flagrant
violation of the laws of the United States; and as the ":Venns" may be
hourly expected in the harbor, we would respectfully suggest to you that
such immediate steps may. be taken, on her arrival, as may lead to the pun-
ishment of such offenders. The peculiar'relationship in which the United
States are placed with Great Britain induces us more anxiously to hope.
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,ou,'rillparticipate in the feelings'with which this communication is
tunade. -

We have, &c..
J. KENNEDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

X. P. TRIST, Esq., 4TC.

CoNqSULATE OF, TRE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Havana, January 8, 1839.

GEN4TLEMEN: 1 have received, at a late hour this evening, your letter
addressed to N.iP. Trit, hsq., and dated Havana, January 8, 1839, which
,the presence of company in .my parlor, where it was delivered, has pre-
,ranted my opening until the night is too far advanced to permit me- to en-;
gage in the task of reply, without encroaching on the rest which along
ay of unremitted labor demands. Unfitted as this has rendered me for.

resuming my pen at this moment, I am, however, impelled to db so by the
desire to obtain, without delay, the important information which your let.
ter affords ground for believing that it may be in your power to- furnish.
.Upon referring to the files of your predecessors in office, :you will prob-

ably find there a letter addressed by them, to me, towards the close of the
year 1836, and by me, returned. upon the ground that- Ideemed it incum..
bent upon me to decline receiving any communication of that nature.
Upon comparing the two, you will perhaps be sensible that the letter

now before me, although differing from the other in one material particular,
is yet sb far of the same nature as to come within the rule which, upon
that occasion, I announced as that of my conduct; -and my conviction in
regard to the indispensableness of which has since been fortified.
Thus viewed by me, it would- now impose again the unpleasant duty

then discharged, were it not that the essential duty just adverted to leaves
me, to a certain extent,, free, in this instance, to avail myself of the informa-
tion of which you may be possessed,. and at the same time to indulge the
disposition- towards British functionaries which fixed sentiments for -the
people have long made a part of my character.

In thus departing from the course pursued towards your predecessors, it
is necessary fhat, to preclude misapprehension, I should, trouble you
with an explanation which would have been made to them, had it not been
prevented by the tenor of their communication.
This was of so extraordinary a character, indicating so utter an oblivion,

or innate ignorance, of the simplest applications (until then deemed by me
self-evident) of first truths in regard to international independence, that
it left me no other alternative to the course of passing it over, as 1 did,
without remark or notice, than that of facing it with a rebuke such as my
command of language would have been severely tried in making commen-
surate with my sense of the insult. It would have accorded as Ill with the
habitual tone of my feelings towards their nation, as the provocation did
with a decent respect for the independence of mine.
From this unwelcome necessity I was spared, by the relations, or rather

the no-relations, in which we stood; a circumstance no sooner adverted to,
than it stripped the communication of every attribute save naked- absurdity,



rendqring.it a fit object of derision alone, until, upon the contemplating
thus awakened, of what was going on around us here, and connected 'itl
t n Great Britain, that feeling gave way to the more serious mixture of'

sorrow and indignation at the spectacle of such prostitution of the energies
of the British'people, in theatrical playings off, to their delusion, and to the-
benefit of whomever it might concern, in a cause which,- whatever differ.
ences of opinion may exist with regard to the justness or the immoderate.
ness of the zeal displayed in it, is sanctified by a sincerity and a self-forget-
fulness, in proportion to the intensity of which every empty show got up by
self-seekers, turning it to profit, becomes intensely disgusting and Tlateful.
Had the case been different, through the existence of any tangible rela.

tions' between us, as agents of the two countries; the necessity would have
been forced upon me, and consequently upon the Government of the United
States, to demand to know upon which of the' principles that govern ehi
relations of States, and in consequence of what event, it might be, that awl-
crimes or misdemeanors, real or assumed, committed by citizens of tlig-
United States in this port, or else'wlhere, except in British territory, Ihd
become objects of cognizance to the British' Government, so as to justify'ain
agent of that Government, placed here in official relations with an agent.t
the Government of the United States, in supposing himself entitled to comn
municate in formal manner to the latter the results of the supervision. exer.
cised by him over the proceedings of American citizens and American yes.
sels, (which proceedings, it may be remarked, were subjects of as little co6-
cealment here, and those results matters of as great notoriety, as the recent
arrival of the French Prince from Vera Cruz,) accompanied with the in-'
formation that it would be his painful. duty to report the same to his o02w
Government!
Such a demand, it would, under, some circumstances, have been impera-

tive in me to make. But it was not so in the present; and, unpleasant has
was the alternative'which they presented, I. deemed myself fortunate, even
at that cost, to escape the obligation to be instrumental enforcing upon the-
EBritish Government a question from which there. was no" escape, utia
direLt disavowal of an indecency so gross that its absurdity was the
palliation of which it could be susceptible; while,'at the same time,
circumstances of the case were such as to obviate the necessity of such dis;
avowal; precluding, as they did, by gross impeachment of its go,
faith, the supposition that the outrage upon' the United States.could.h-ve6
been intended by that Government.. The persons from whom it had 'pro
needed had, it was to be taken for granted, been 'sent here by their Goveirz
ment in no other capacity than that in which they had been recognised by-
.the Spanish, under the treaty which alone entitled them 'to be here at all:
which capacity was purely judicial, or practically so, as part of a mixed
court, whose functions consisted solely in bringing to adjudication, with the
least delay and inconvenience, stich vessels as, under the treaty between
the two countries, might be detained for having been engaged in. an illicit
traffic in slaves.. Stich being the sole purpose for which they were per.
fitted to have an. official residence upon Spanish territory. and even the
form of process for that limited purpose having been strictly'and minutely
defined by treaty, it could not be conceived that their Government had
condescended to abuse the opportunity thus afforded, by sending them on,
any other errand. Above all, was it not to be supposed that, openly
trampling, under foot the plainest rights of a nation, 'which, however uW
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fortunate, is still recognised as one of the States of Europe, it had intended
their conversion into organs for offering unprovoked insult, in the same--
breath, to that nation, and to the foreign consuls holding exequaturs from
her, and entitled, through decency to her, if no other motive, to be respect-ed by all who accepted the right to official dwelling in her territory. The
treaty which placed them here, and a decent respect for the good faith of
their Government, absolutely:precluded, then, the supposition that it could
have been a party to the letter addressed go them by me. Moreover, thefunctions assigned them were so very limited, and of a nature so extremely
simple, as to afford an obvious apology against even the charge of havingneglected so to instruct them in relation to their duties as to secure
against all such abuses of their situation. Such instructions are requisite,andthe duty to give them imperative, only in proportion as the complex-ity of the functions intrusted -to a public agent, or the haste in which he-
may be called upon to act, is such as to expose him to doubt or oversights.A perusal of the treaty shows that it afforded neither of these grounds for
precautionary instructions. Never were duties, or one single duty, rather,.(for it consists of a mere decision upon a naked question of fact,) moresimple in its nature, or more clearly defined; and it almost transcends be-
lief, that persons charged therewith should ever undesignedly (the only-mode of transgression which a Government can anticipate on the part of
those in whom it puts trust, or provide against by instructions,) overlook?
the boundaries of the field assigned to them, or fancy themselves placed i-
any official relations whatever towards foreign consuls resident here.
Such were the considerations which governed my course in regard tothe communication from your predecessors, and which, unpleasant as was

the task of returning, reconciled me thereto, as being, however rude in out-ward semblance, at bottom by far the least objectionable to all parties ofthe alternatives forced upon me.
The. present communication, as I was happy to see, is free from theoffensive peculiarities of the former. Still it is liable to the fundamental-objections inseparable from any communication which you could -possibly-address to me in regard to the conduct of -citizens of the United States;

one of which, indeed, applies to official communications on any subject:whatever. This is, that there exists not any official relation of any kindbetween us. The other, that, whatever relations might exist, and whatever-
might bemy own functions in regard to- offences committed by citizens ofthe United States against our laws, they could-not be such as to allow me-
to recognise the right of any agent of any foreign Government to interfere,
in anypossible mode or degree, in the discharge ofmy duties, or to forbear-repelling such interference if offered.
This is a necessary consequence of the independence of our two coun-tries. You refer to the peculiar relationship in which "the United States

are placed with Great Britain." Since the 4th of July, 1776, the only re-lation inu which they stand to each other is that of two independent na.tions-" enemies in war, in peace friends." Of that independence, one ofthe vital parts consists in the exclusive execution, no less than the exclu-
sive enactment,lby each. of its own laws; rigorously excluding and repel-ling all interference in ithe one,no less thiaj the other. If there be upon
earthtwo nations for Whom, above all others, their own welfare andthat ofthe world demand the most scrupulous regard for, and watchful obser-
vance of, this principle, thosenations are the two whom you have named..
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Mine iswedded to it in all its bearings; and if, as I trust, the harmony
now happily subsisting between the two Governments is to endure, so as
toallow the elements comprised in the bosoms of the two nations a fair
opportunity to work out theirnatural results, it can only be through the
cultivation of the same sentiment by your Government towards ours, if no
other.

So thoroughly imbued with it isthe latter, that no consul or other func-
tionary of the United States at this place, or elsewhere, however full and
accurate the information which he might have acquired on thesubject, and
however sincere his zealagainst the slave-trade, would ever dream of volun-
teering an official communication to a functionaryof Great Britain, in regard
totile amount of British fabrics made expressly for the coast of Africa, nor
of the number of casks of shackles, (the distinctive instrument for carry-
ing on the slave-trade,) of British manufacture, annually exported to this
islaud,-some of which I have seen passing through the custom-house here,
without attracting any more notice, from either officers or bystanders, than so
many boxes of Dutch cheeses.Hemnight,under instructionsfrom his Govern-
ment, have traced these things to their sources, so as to be able to designate
every British manufacturer, merchant, and ship, from and through which
they had reached thus far on their way to the coast of Africa. And upon look-
ing into the statutes of their Parliament, he might have discovered that they
could not have got here without gross violation of British law. But, so
great is the silent force of the general national sentiment upon this point,
it would never occur to him as a thing proper, or decent, or possible, that
he should assume to take part in the administration of those laws, by ad-
dressing official communications in regard to their violation, to British func-
tionaries, charged, or not charged, with preventing it. If such an American
officer were to be found, he would be a very remarkable exception; and
whatever might be the force of the motives impelling him to a course so
inconsistent with the general sentiment of his country, there is one particul-
lar in which that course would be seen toevince the utmost respect for, if
not dread of, it, if his object, in thus trampling upon the principles of na-
tional independence were to play off before any portionof his countrymen.
However insensible he might be to other things, thedread of their pene-
tration would effectually deter him from attempting any such game, unless
he had furnished himself with better materials for it than rumors.
If requested to do so, hewould, doubtless, cheerfully comply; as I trust

that you will,with the request I now earnestly make to you-to oblige me,
at the earliest possible moment, with all the information of any kind, regard-
ing persons, occurrences, or things, calculated to be of use to the Govern-
ment of the United States, in regard to the ship Venus, or any matter con-
nected with her; and particularly the fact of her having taken in a cargo
of negroes, whilst under the American flago; and the other fact, that there
are several American citizens implicated in this violation of our laws, and
who those citizens are. One of you, gentlemen, has had the advantage of
pursuing his studies at the Temple; and I need not tell you, therefore,
that the great object is to obtain such materials, in the shane of facts, or
persons, or indications of either, as may be susceptible of use towards the
conviction of every individual implicated. If materials of this kind cannot
be furnished by you, I would thankfully receive any specific facts, although
unconnected with names of persons, should you not be at liberty to di-
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vulge them, which your peculiar opportunities and command of time for
the purpose may have brought to your knowledge.

I am, &C.
N. P. TRIST.

J. KENNEDY and
CAM1PBELL J. DALRYMPLE, Esqs.

HAVANA, January 10, 1839.
SIR: We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your answer, of

the 8th instant, to our communication of the same date, respecting the ship
", Venus ;" which vessel, we have since heard, entered this harbor at a late
hour the evening before.

In reply to your request to be furnished " with all the information regard-
ing persons, occurrences, or things calculated to be of use to the Government
of the United States, in regard to the ship ' Venus,' or any matter connected
with her, and particularly the fact of her having taken in a cargo of negroes
whikt under the American flag; and the other fact, that there are several
American citizens implicated in this violation of your laws, and who those
citizens are ;" we beg to say, we have already communicated as much of the
information we possessed as we felt ourselves at liberty to do. We referred
you to the reports, prevalent in this city, upon the subject; and we hoped,
as no doubt is entertained of their truth, that you would have thought them
deserving of your own immediate investigation, either through the Captain-
General ofthe island, or by your own authority, and the intervention of the
commander of the American vessel of war now in the harbor. Any such
investigation on your part. by examination of the log-book and crew, could
not have failed to elicit, much better than any information we could be ex-
pected to divulge, 'whether the following circumstances, as reported, are
well founded or not:

1. Whether there were any American citizens on board the " Venus,"
during her late voyage to the coast of Africa; and who those citizens are.

2. Whether the it Venus" was visited, on the coast of Africa, by any Brit-
ish cruiser or cruisers, witboltf being detained in consequence of her bear-
ing the American flag; but one of which cruisers, having observed her take
in some negroes under that flag, afterwards chased her, though without
success.

3. Whether any sale or transfer was made of the vessel after leaving this
harbor, and wheni, so as to divest her of her American character.
The ship's articles, we have heard, provided that she wvas to be taken to

Bahia. where the sale was to take place. But the short time she has been
absent (only four months) puts this out of the question ; and whether trans-
ferroed or not to anly other flag, we fear it is indisputable that a gross abuse
has been practised of the American flag.

It certainly forms no part of our duities at this place to take any steps to
vindicate suclh a, violation of your laws ; nor have we any wish to interfere
in any such cases, further thoum arises from an anxiety to suppress, if possi-
ble, all similar infringements of the rights of wi]nzality. our objects are
too highJI, and oulr conviction of their rectitude too strong, to nllowv us to be
turned from our course by taunts of any kind; and with regard to the Uni-
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ted Btates, in particular, we would wish to preserve unimpaired our respet
for the laws which have declared the slave-trade piracy.

But it is in proportion to the respect we would wish to entertain, that we
should regret to find those laws a dead letter, and your professions not folb
lowed up and carried into effect.

We have, &c.
J. KENNEDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

N. P. TRIST; Esq., 6dc., 4-c., 4'c.

HAVANA, January 19,1 839.
MY LORD: In the despatch No. 39 of 1838, dated the 22d August last,

from her Majesty's commissioners at this place. your lordship was informed
of the arrival here of the American slave-ship "Venus," built at Baltimore
expressly for the slave-trade, and of her departure shortly after for the coast
of Africa. The " Venus" sailed hence under the American fiag, with sev-
eral American citizens on board; but in the ship's articles, of which a glance
in bravado was afforded her Maijesty's commissary judge, it was expressly
stipulated that she was to be taken to Bahia, there to be transferred to the
Portuguese flag. This, however, appears not to have been done; for, in
the almost incredibly short period of five months, the ship has returned, and,
in the beginning of this month, landed on the coast the extraordinary cargo
of not fewer than S60 slaves. At this time, the name was changed to the
"Duqueza de Braganza," and she bore the Portuguese flag. But it was a
matter of doubt whether a valid (if any) transfer of her had taken place; and
it was currently believed that the American subjects who had sailed in her
from this port had been present at the time when the slaves were taken on
board. Indeed, it was reported from the parties themselves, that they had
been visited on the coast of Africa, when bearing the Anierican flag, by the
officers of a British cruiser; aitd, upon being asked what they were doing
there, answered the inquiries by saying "it was no business of theirs, and
that they were Americans." They boasted, also, that, though one of the
cruisers watched and saw them take part of their cargo on board, and at.
tempted afterwards to follow them, yet the chase was made in vain; and,
undoubtedly, the wonderfully short time in which this unprecedentedly suc.
cessful voyage has been made fully warrants the character which the ship
brought here with her for her fast-sailing qualities.

Under these circumstances, wve felt it our duty to call the attention of the
American consul (who is also acting as Portuguese consul) to so gross a
violation of the laws, as well as of the flag of the United States; bearing in
mind the ungracious reception he gave to a former like communication to
him from the British commissioners at this place. (See Parliamentary Pa-
pers for 1836, A, pp. 193 and 212.) To this communication of ours, the
answer was returned, of which we enclose your lordship a copy, stating, at
very considerable length, the opinions which had actuated him (the consul)
on the occasion just referred tW, as well as his views in the present instance.
The answer is worthy of consideration, as an evidence of the feelings held
by certain classes of the American community with regard to the slave-trade,
and the part taken by the British Government to suppress it; and charac-
terized by all the sensitiveness, the concomitant of weakness. Altogether
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whether clear or obscure, it appears a paper calculated, if not intended, to)
excite an angry correspondence ;. but the-irritating points of which we care-
fully forbore to notice in our reply, contenting ourselves with 'generally.as-
serting our duties, and the grounds on which we exercised them. As wev
hear the correspondence has been sent to the Government of the United.
States, we trust your lordship will consider the terms in which we ad-.
dressed the consul, as well as those in which we answered his reply, to be..
deserving the support of her Majesty's Government..

With-regard to the ship "Venus," otherwise the " Duqueza de Braganza,"'
we should state that the original cost, we understood, was $30,000; and that;
the fitting out, and expenses of every description for the voyage, including-
the value for the return cargo, was estimated at $60,000 more-say, alto-
gether, $100,000. The number of negroes brought back, as has been be-lore stated, was 860, and they are said to have been sold at $240 a head,
producing the sum of nearly $300,000; of which, therefore, two-thirds was
net profit. So long as such return can be effected, we fear that no efforts
whatever will be effectual in suppressiuig the traffic; and certainly not, while
the dealers have only to meet such a system of corruption as pervades every
department of the Government of the island.
We have only further to add, that the ship " Duqueza de Braganza" is

principally owned by the slave-dealer AMazorra, (whom we have so often had,
occasion to name, and a Frenchman named Gautier;) and that she is pre-
paring again for another voyage.

We have, &c.,
3. KENNEDY,
CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

The Viscounit PALKERSTON, G. C. B., E-c.

No. 21.

Report of the case of the Portuguese schooner "Dolcinea," Jose da Luz
Cavalko master.

This vessel was furnished with a Portuguese passport, from the provision.
al government of the islands of Prince and St. Thomas, dated at St. An-
tonio, Prince's Island, on the 2Sth October, 1836, authorizing her to proceed.
on a voyage of lawful commerce to the Havana, by way of the coast of Af-
rica. The owner of the vessel, who was master also, is said to have beea
Francisco Elisbao Correa Caldas.
Three weeks after this time, an endorsement was made on the passport, to

the following effect: " Boarded by her Majesty's brig Charybdis, November
21st, 1836, lying at Lagos. 6 Signed E. B. Power, mate." The " Dolcinea,"'
however, succeeded, both on this and a subsequent voyage, in escaping her
Majesty's cruisers on this coast, and on the West India station, and safely
landed a cargo of slaves on the island of Cuba.
The next endorsement on the register is made by Ferniandez, the Portu-

guese consul at Havana, on the 20th 'of April, 1837, on occasion of the
"'Dolcinea" clearing out again for the coast of Africa, under the command.
of a new captain, named Fernando Rus Peres.
The only other paper of which the captain could obtain possession, was

a mutricula, dated at Havana, on the 23d of May last, (1836,) and to which
two certificates of Mr. Trist, the American consul, are attached: the one
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d'clating the.app6inttiient' of the -pregent;jitWer by 16nJ&s ''4Wi,t
mbtr tj tt o6f'Havhihatheilemrp'o'verodlii~id of GaldtlS,;' dP" "" 06isb'eWbiiriF
nam idn the. register; :anid the other dclfin 'LthMt sc
crew' 6f sixteeii mnen'..We have 'no dubt' th'at, the":D6lcin& 'cI'6led'did'f'
fiohn4avthaitir May 'last, undei another nae, and as n SpAhish vessel. Nr6b
clearAince'frorn the H&vaba cdugto'in-honse was prdduce'd;-andndithe'r of thi
papeis.whbich we linve noticed, and irI whith a6loie the"'c Dolciiea2' is meri'i
tioned as a Portuguese vessel, ivas submitted. in aty WAv, to tle Spanisnl
ihotitiesm It'isi-mpossible 'notto believe that thii falbt wis Wiell known to'the
American icoiistil, who attested the matricti1a of the Vsessel. Thle mAftri'6uli.
bNsides, does not contain the 'name of a' sirngle officei; because thd S'anihili
captain and mateS embarked no dotibt,'accordit'tod-tie general customn, *itiV
passports as passengers, bound to the sarhe destihatioii as the vessel.

lt wvoulid appear thatIMr. Trist, and his subordinate Mr. SmIith, are wvill-P
i enough-to be deceived on these occasions; otherwise, the pruiderit;andn
easy course might be followed, of requirin'o the productions of tile clearance&
frorithe custom-house t;' the Havana, bWfore they grar.t their 6fficiil seE.-
aibd siknittire to verify ihuster-rolls of crews, the falsehood of which is evif
dent on the face of them.

The' "; Dolcinea"? having been captured with shaves on board', north of the-
lined, dn&dher condenination being therefore certain, wvhethfer as a Portiigue§64
or Spalish Vessel, it was deenied advisable by the' captors' proctor to pro'o-
cute her under that character which she professed to bear. Adcording1y,-
on the arrival of the " Dolcinea" in this harbor, she was brought into the-
court of the British and Portuguese -mixed commission. The marshal re-
ported' that onily four of'the slaves had died on their passage to this port, and&
the surgeon stated their general-appearance to be healthy,'althougli several:
of the number requlired hospital treatment for dysentery and wounds. No.
time was lost in landing the unfortunate creatures; and we are happy to say-
that none subsequep ly died, during tile time they were under the superin-
tendence of the court.
On the 26th nltimo, tile captors' declaration, and the affidavit of Mr. Wil-

liam Rolland, mate of tile captiring- ship, and prize-mnster, verifying theh
ship's papers, were received and filed ; a monition was published by the,
marshal, citing all interested parties, and the witnesses in preparatory were
examined on the standing interrogatories.
The captors' declaration of capture is to the following effect I Bruns.

wick Pophami, commander of ther Britannic Majesty's sloop of war Pelican,"'
hereby declare that, onl this 31st day of October, 1836, being in or about
latitude 40 16' N.; longitude 30 44' L.., 1 detained the schooner named :Dol-
*cinea," sailing under Portuguese colors, commanded by Jos6 da Luz Cavali
ho, who declared her to be bound fromt Lagos to Havana, arid having ohi
board 253 slaves, said to have been taken on board at Lacos, on the 27th
of October, 1838. Amongst the passengers on board the :; Dolcinea,- appears
the name of Edouardo Roberto, Nvho commanded the schooner " (Constitiiao,"
the condemnation of which we reported ini our despatch No. 71. of the 20th
of October, 1838.

Tric master, Jos6 da Liz 7Cavalho, deposed, that he was horn at Lisbon;
has lived a year and a lialf at' Haavana ; is a subject of Portugal ; is married,
and his wife anldfamily reside with him at H-lavana ; that he was appointed
to the conlinund of the detained vessel, and possession of her was given to
bime by JoaqUiM Jos6 Duaite ,SilvJi, a Portguesce resident at Ilavan-a; that
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lant;twh~b,:ppv#s.qeizeU4hfprh;Pipg# s19,q
x4d.; tbq4tjs1esai[ednid6rir~igtesjpiors,, an had ithrs

it*6,e ,prew,uerehited,.v s~~e p~tsd Cygpt.1ayaK"ah:an y
, y

jDqaste S~ihr~a; th4atthe,last cleaxng portg yas vafllia,whea e.teYvvagp
,,tegan!Fn,~d wvierpe it. as to ehnvee, d; and vleice, he.axpe direct tp
Lagos, for a cargo of slaves, and,'having obtained it, he was retuinqng;i-
tct to Havania, At the time .ofcapture; that he ,wascaptur~eoiq-the 31pt of
la$st.m onW, ~fte~r a cl~as~e of thirty-two hours; ,hat t1 ovwnes of4te §e1

i, as 9quimD1pijante.S1tv9,whohas liv9d.cght or ninenmoaZhs at RIv,p,
'but previously resided at Bahia; that he saw. the said Dlante SilVAby heF;
That the price of the vessel was :6,0)0 or $7,000, ivhiich was paid, but wit-
*neis knows nothing of any bill of sale; that the owner of the vessel was the
leader arndi DrincUipal owner of the cargo; part of which wvas, however, owned
iby othermerchants.
The second witness, who was a seaman of the detained vessel, pretended

.ignorance on almost every point involved in the standing interrogatories;
-and, in other respects, his evidence is of small importance.
The captors' case having, closed with an affidavit from the prize master,

accounting for the four deaths which had occurred on board the " Dolcinea,"
_

crpq,,a ge to the port, publication of the evidencein, preparatory wps
-decreed ; and the monition being returnable into the registry on the 3 inst.,
,;49court assembled on that day, and cotidemned the sphooner ".Dplciuea,"
:sgood and lawful, prize.to the Crowns of Great Britain andPor~tugat.

It. wasfurther decreed, that there'were on board.t'e'said vesel, at. ,he
itie;of'her capture by her Britannic Majesty's sloop ".IPelican,"',Brins,wJc
SPophan,:Esq. Scommander.-tivo hundred and. fifty-three slaves; ofw..r m

..four'ha died' previously .to the arrival of the vessel in 'this 'harbor,. ai4
,pone subsequently; and that. the ,sUrvivors,,two hundred and,fortyrpi~e i
,itamber, should be emancipated from slavery.

H. W. MACALJLAY,
R. DOHERT)Y.

SIERRA LEON'E, December 5, 183S.

SIERRA LEONE, December 5, 1$3S.
MY LORD: We have. the honor to forward, enclosed, our, report of the

,-qase of the Portuguiese schooner " Dolcinea," captured on the 31st October,
.,by her Majesty's, sloop " Pqlican," Brunswick Pophaim, EAq.,.comnmauder, in
latitudee' 16' N., lon,,, 30 44.' E., with 253 slaves on board, who;had been
en barked at Lagos three days previously, and were then on theirw4y to
the island of Cuba.

In this, as in every other Portuguese case which, has lately come before
us, it would not have been difficult, even froin the evidence of theoffend-
ing.parties, to shew that the. illegal adventure, in prosecuting which,. cap-
,ure and condemnation took place, was essentially Spanish,

The Portuguese ma lterdenies altogether ,the truth:of the representations
,PLqtairqed in his registerland nwatricula, (the only two papers ,which he pr.o-
_:4p4ced to the captQrs,) altbouglhithe hid, f.baAmerican consul wasusual,
called in to support the credit of those.fraidtulent documents.. In oppositiQil
l10.the paperr, aid ;to ;the ,American conqul's certidcate,. which,stataithat a
jQtuguese s bjecj,.,nqpdFXnCiCo QCaldas,.is ,tle. owner, of the "1DRolci-
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'aa;" and that the agent of taldas at tbe Havana, Jose Mazorra, appointed
the present master to thsecommand ofthe vessel; ihe master, himself, declares
that 'he was'appoinried captain'by the iotorious Joaqtimn Jos6 Duante'Silva,
of Bahia, but who has lately settled at Havana, and who is the sole owner
of'the detained vessel, and also of the greater part of her outward cargo. It
is, however, only fair' to both parties to state, that 'we attach no. credit to
either statement.

the fact of the " Dolcinea's" capture to the north of the line, with a car-
go of 'slaves on board, having been fully proved, a sentence of condemna-
tion' was pronounced against the vessel and cargo on the 3d instant-; ahd
the survivors of the slaves were at the same time emancipated.

We have, &ci.,
J. W. MACAULAY,
R. DOHERTY.

Viscount PALMERSTON, G. C. B., TIc., EC., 4IC.

No. 22.

Report of the case of the brig Victoria," Antonio Jose Atfonso master~

This vessel sailed under a Portuguese passport, obtained at Lisbon, from
the Cond6 de Lumieres, Secretary at War and Foreign Secretary ad interim,
and dated on the 31st of October, 1836. In this paper the owner is said to
be. Matheas de Silva Louro, and the master Jose Lopez Ferreira, both Por-
tuguese subjects. The vessel is authorized to make a voyage-from Lisbon
'to Cadiz, thence to Prince's island, and other ports in Africa,; to return to
'Lisbon. No intention, however, existed, either on the first, the second, or
the present voyage, .of returning to Lisbon Havana being the port where
her real owners resided, and where her subsequent voyages began and end-
ed. The passport was visaed on the 18th of April, 1837, at Prince's island,
and was endorsed by her Majesty's ship " Union" K, D., off taoos, on the
22d of May, 1837. She was met with again in the same place seven months
afterwards, (in December, 1837,) by her Majesty's brig "Sarapen ;" Cuba
having been visited in the mean time.

2. A second successful trip to the island of Cuba was then made, as we
find her on the 30th of June, 1838, clearing out from Havana for the island
-of St. Thomas. In her clearance, signed by Don Tomas Yurre, contador
of the royal customs, the water-casks, slave-boilers, and slave-deck, are
cleared out as articles.employed .in lawful traffic; and to the document is
attached a certificate, under the hand and seal of Mr. Trist, the American
consul, that to these acts of Don Tomas de Yurre " fullfaitlh and credit
are due."

3 is the muster-roll of the crew, to which two certificates of the Ameri-
can consul (Trist) are attached; one setting forth that Don Tomas de la
Pefia,.the agent at the Havana of the owner, (Lotro,) had appointed Doa
Antonio Josi Alfonso, the present master, in place of Jos6 Lopez Ferreira,
the master named in the passport; and the other declaring. that Alfonso hd
'appeared and verified the' matricula.

This document shows a very large armament, and a crew .of 34 men, ,a1-
though the master, it will be observed, subsequently stated that there'were



215 [t25J

thirty-seven- persons on board besides himself. Mr. Trist could not but
have known that a small vessel, so manned, must. be intended for a slaver
or a pirate.
From the papers found on board, it is discovered thatthe real masicr of

the vessel was a Spaniard named Juan Baptista de Zavala, who was gen-
erally addressed as the captain of the brig " Victoria." and occasionally as
the captain of the brig " Poteito :" for, in this case, as in that of the "Li-
geiro," alias " Galgo," the former Spanish name of the vessel was consider-
ed the true one. Zavala's name does not appear on the muster-roll; but it
is admired by the witnesses that he directed all the proceedings of the
voyage.

This fact will more fully appear from the translated copies of some of the
papers which accompany this report, and which, it they do not convey aRy
new information respecting the plans of slave-dealers, serve to show the
regularity and system with which the slave-trade of Spain, under the flag
of Portugal, is now pursued. We learn from them, also, that, as the voy-
age of the " Victoria" commenced at Havana, so it. was to have ended at the
same port; that the vessel was to carry slaves on the return voyage; that
she had fetters and slave-boilers on board, the latter of which she was di-
mected to attach to a buoy and sink; and that the late captures of empty
slavers, sailing under Portuguese colors, had filled the slave-traders with
doubt and dismay. Of the six vessels referred to in these papers, as con-
signed: to Don Emilio Martin, at Lagos, two (the "9 Dolcinya" and "s Libe-
ral") have.been condemned as Spanish vessels illegally equipped; and the
two others (the "4 Josefina" and "s Catalina") have got away from the coast
in safety, with their human cargoes.

4. The log-book, states that the "9 Victoria" left Havana on the 1st of
July, 1838, arrived at Gallinas on the 11th of August, and left it again on
the 25th of the same month. She reached Lagos on the 4th of September;
and, after.discharging her cargo there, she cruised up and down the coast
for rice and provisions, returning to Lagos about the 10th of November.
Capture took place on the 16th of that month.
-r'he "Victoria" was accompanied to Sierra Leone by the capturinDgr ship,

her Majesty's brigantine "Dolphin," commanded by Lieutenant Edward Hol-
land, and on the 24th ultimo was presented to the British and Spanish
court, as a Spanish vessel violating the 10th article of the treaty of June,
1835.
The captor's proctor petitioned that the declaration of the facts of capture

and the ship's papers, verified by affidavit, might be received and filed;
that a monition against all interested parties might be issued, and a commis-
sion of inspection be directed to the surveyors of the court; and that the
witnesses in preparatory might bee examined on the standing interrogato-
ries.

Antonio Jose Alfonso, the captain of ihe flag, deposed that he was born
at Oporaw, where he has generally lived till within the last two years, during
which he has had no fixed residence on shore; that he is a subject of Por-
tugal, and never has been a subject of any other State; that he was ap-
pointed to the command of the detained vessel at Havana, in the month of
June, 1838, by Jose Silva, a-former master, a Portuguese, whose residence
is not known; that. he was present at the capture, but does not know
on what account. it took place; that the vessel was sailing under -Por-
tuguese. colors, and there were no others on board; that the vessel is
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Wlled"9Victoria," and, he has never heard of; her bearing, any other naand;
that she is 'about :280 tons .buiders;--that there were thirty-sevenofficers
and mariners, besides witness-ten of whom were Spaniards, and, the rest
Portuguese; that neither he, nor any of the other ofcers or mariners, had
any interest in either the vessel or cargo; that he-wos master on board,-
that there were no passengers-; that Havana was- the last clearing port,
where the voyage began, which was to end at-Bahia ;. that. the vessel
touched, during the voyage, at Gallinas, where part of the cargo was dis-
charged, and then went to Lagos, where the remainder-of -the cargo was
landed; that capture took place on the 16th of November, whilst the "s Vic-
toria " was still at anchor at Lagos; that the papers of the vessel.were for
Prince's island, and the coast ofl Africa; that the sole owner of the vessel
was a Portugruese merchant, named Matheas de Silva Louro, who was horn,
and has resided all his life, at Lisbon, where he is married, and where his
wife and family (Portuguese, like himself) reside with him, that -the sole
owner, lader, and consignee of the cargo, is Joio Baptista Zavala, a Biicay-
an, who is also supercargo on board, and with whom rested "the sole
direction of the vessel with regard to her employment in trade."
The evidence of the other witness, Juan Alexandre Garay, is only wor-

thy of mention for the contradiction which it contains to' Alfonso's asser-
tion, that the " Victoria" rwas, at the time of capture, on.the point.of com-
-mencing a voyage to Bahia. Garay declares that Lisbon was the place to
which she was destined. The two statements are equally false. The sur-
veyors stated, in their report. that they found a slave deck, measuring
1,228 feet, fitted, laid, and numbered, water-casks capable of containing up-
wards of twenty thousand gallons, all filled with fresh water; and a regular
slater's caboose, fitted to receive four small boilers, each capable of 'ro.-
taining sixteen gallons of water. The case for the prosecution .being
closed, publication of the evidence was decreed on the 27th ultimo . and. the
monition, issued on the 24th, was returned into the registry on the 31st
ultimn, with the certificate of the marshal that it had been properly served.

It became necessary, however, to defer the adjudication for some time, to
enable the registrar to complete the yearly and quarterly returns and ac-
counts, which were due on the day the monition was returned, but which
had not been completed, in consequence of the mass of court business
which had constantly required his attention.
The case was finally disposed of on the 28th instant; and the proof of

Spanish ownership and course of trade, in conjunction with equipment for
slave-trade, being deemed conclusive, a sentence of condemnation was pro-
nounced upon the " Victoria" and her caigo.

H. W. MACAULAY,
R. DOIWRTY.

SIERRA LEONE, Janutary 31, 1839.

SIERRA LEOpJE, January:1,:1839.
MY LORD: Herewith we have the honor to transmit to your lordship, our

report of the case of the brig "s Victoria," Antonio Jos6 Alfobso, master; cap-
tured under Portugeuese colors, on the 16th of November, 1838, at anchor
in Lagos roads,. by her Majesty's brigantine aDolphin,!? Lieutenant EdWard



g~am1, cQ awv~ing,-.onfi4emn p the a1it3Hish

;iitthe sie v~e tratde.e.The ostqnisible, lXt plreenadedh>wqnev of tte" Vic:~otpriag
svhaaPortU g Werc4au nt, SatheCas.e.Juwo o theLwitne
stat, "wos.ora, nids iesided all PIPislife at Lisbn, wvhereeis married
andsuwhere his family (Portuguese, like himself) resided with him." This
nleman shoaldbe made to.feel e co~nseluences ofthusperiding his

!aiae to further a smgglipg a4dvenrture.
It would also be desirable that th Goverr~ment of the United States. should

-dAiscointenanceothe proceedinos of their agents at HEavanqa, ,,r.T ,N. P. Trist
,epncLMi. 3. A. Smith, who op~erly ,asist in, thedespatcho f vessels which,rzoa
,teir armament. and force,, thbeyare perfectly vell awa re intended tQ act
.either as -tavers oxr pirates, or, both.

WVe beg leave, also, to enclose for your lordship's information a copYs of
.4he translations of some, of the letters ,found on board th*e "Viotqria.",

We have, &c.,
H., W. MACAULAY,

-PQUHERTY.
ViSCOUnt PALMF.RSTON,

-' '-G. G. iB, C. c. c.

No.23.

4bAs!;ract of- the papers fu;nd oiz boardIe brig "'Eagle," J. W. 4tti
.master.

No. 1.-A bill of sale, showing that a permanent LAzoricai xegiste., N..o.
.118, was granted at Baltimore, on the, 1st of December,:1.3,7,o the brig
-"a.'Eagle,"' of 205i-tons, andwhich hadbeen..built at Btltimore-duri g.te.sae
year. The original owners are dedared to. have been W. G.,Harrison and
DW. Price, both resident at Baltimore.
On the same day that the above-named owners obtained an American

registerr for the "EBagle," they executed a power of attorney. in favor of
iThomas T. Wingate, the master, by which that person was empowered to
sell tbe vessel, and to grant a proper transfer to the purchaser.
Acting ona this power of attorney, Wingate sold the "Eagle" at Eavana,

-on the 10th .of March, 1838, .to. the, present owner, and master, JoshaaW.
Littig; and the completion of ..the transfer was witnessed by Mr. J. A.
8mith, the American.vice-consuiL To give authenticity.to. Littig's tite, the
power of attorney from the original owner to Wingate, and the bill of sale
irom 'Wingate to-Littig, were: b;oth verified by Mr. .. .P. Trist, the Arierican

-consul, underahis hand and Seal office. He. almso.certified :".t4at.the ori-
ginal .registerwasdeposited at the Anerican consulate, tobeseat to tke col-
Jector of customs at Baltimore2.'.

Bnt, it is remarkable,'that while the bill of sale is0ttested.by the Amen-
.Caacnsulion, the 10th of March, -1838, the, powe o attorney, 'iz virtue of

*hieh:alone the bill. of sate-could -have; been edasnot .4by
-the same party till the 10th of May following.
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-;oNo..-1S e betiding of this paper is- as Ibllows: A It is apeedbet

the master,-and siamen, and mainners of the Amricn brig 'IEagleat
Baltimore, whereof I W. Littig is at present master, or whoever ehaUi'e-
fwr master, now bound froni the port of Havana to Whydahb a port on thre
coast of Africa, or wherever the Master may direct, not exceeding. tf
monthss" &;c
The names of Littig and nine-Spaniards are appended to the-agreement,

which is dated on the 5th of May, 1838, and to which Mr. Trist's certificate
is added on the .10th of the same month.
At Bahia, on the 13th of October last, twelve more men were entered on

the' ist, increasing the crew to more than double its former number; and
of these twelve, there is only one more which appears' to belong to ah
American citizen: but it is impossible to pronounce positively, as the usual
practice of mentioning the birthplaces of the men was not followed. A
certificate from Mr. George R. Foster, American vice-consul pro temper.,
dated at Bahia on the 15th. of October. 1838, and affixed to the original
muster-roll taken out at Havana, states that.the crew of the "Eagle" con-
sisted of twenty-two ment-all told.

No. 3.-On the 9th May, 1838, the "Eagle" was cleared out by the
custom-house at the Havana, for the island of St. Thomas, with a regular
slave-trading cargo and equipment, shipped by Don J. Morales.
No 4.-The %-book, in English, slows that on the 14th of May, 1838,

the "Eagle" lefVHavana for the coast of Africa, reaching the Cape de.
Verds on the 14th June, and then running south. She was off Cape Pal.
mas on the 28th June, anchored off St.-Paul's on the 1st of July, arrived in
Lagos roads on the 5th, and there commenced discharging her cargo on
the 7th of July.

"Here -there is a break in the log until the 30th of August, on which day
the sea-log states the i: Eagle" got under way for Bahia; and then
Nothing material is noticed until the 18th of September, when the vessel
arrived at her destined poat in Brazil.

No. 5 is a certificate from Mr. George R. Foster, American vice coniul
at Bahia, that the " Eagle," which had arrived shortly before from the c:o
of Africa, was about to sail again for-the same quarter. This, we presume
to be a notice to the Bahia custom-house-it is dated. on the 15th of Se
Atember, 1838.

No. 6, another certificate from Mr. Foster, on the same day, states that
he had given back to Captain Littig the bill of sale which had been left i&
his hands.

No. 7.-A list of the crew of the " Eagle," independent of. and addition-
al to, the paper No.-2; but an exact copy of it, certified by Mr. -Foster, and
dated on the same day as the last two papers..

No. 8.-A bill for ship's stores supplied .by Messrs. Wilson, brothers, tothe
brig "9 Eagle," dated Bahia, October 16, 1838.

No. 9 is an invoice of tobacco, amounting to $20,000, shipped by the
'well-known Joaquim Josht Duante Silva, on account of Don Joaquim Ab
dreo, of Havana, on board the American brig "9 Eagle," bound to Lagos.

Nos. 10 to 15 are passports for six Spaniards, making a passage to ft
coast of Africa from Bahia, dated on the 17th October, 1838.
No. 16.-On the 19th of October, 1838, -Mr. Foster furnished Captast

Littiga with a certificate that the latter had :been forced to receive onxbowd
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ihs" Ea~te" fve Aficani convicts, and to give bond -that the'yshonid be
landed on-the coast of rica, before the authorities would allow of the
departure of the vessel.
to. if is a bill, without date, for the services rendered by the American

vjceconsul at Bahia, -in the following words.
Brig 'Eagle," Captain 3. W. Littng, To consulate,

D6posite and delivery of vessel's papers, - . ' . $00
Certificate attached to shipping articles, - - 2 00
Two certificates to clear vessel out, - - 4 00
Recording the bill of sale, -X - - - -.- 2 00

$12 00

Received payment, for George R., Foster, vice-consul, -
CHARLES GREAVES.

No. 18 is a bill for anchorage during 32 days.
Nos. 19 and 20.-Orie a fort-pass, and a custom-house clearance, dated at

Bahia on the 19th of October, 1838.

Continuation of log-book (No. 4.)
On the 20th of October, begins the sea-log; written in-English, of a Iorb-

ae from Babia to, the coast of Africa. The " Eagle" came to anchonhTlmina roads on the 13th of November1 1838, and, after purchasing bean&
and corn on.the coast, she. pursued her route to Lagos where she arrived
about the 26th. On the 28th and 29th of the same month, she was boarded
by her Majesty's sloop " Pelican," and on the 9th of December by her
Majesty's sloop " Pylades," but was detained by neither. -The "I ido,
belonging to Pedro Martinez and Company, is mentioned as having sailed
from Lagos on the 23d of December. The " Eagle" was a third time
boarded, in the middle of the night of the 1st ultimo, by an officer from her
Majesty's brigantine "9 Buzzard," but was relieved on the following morning
by the commander of that cruiser. A long and circumstantial account of
this affair is given by Littig, and, signed by three of the persons on board.
The log continues from this time to the 13th ultimo. Capture took place
on the following day. C t pa
No. 21.-An imperfect log-book for part of the month of

written in Spanish.
No. 22 is an agreement, dated on the 23d of December, 1838, between

Captain Littig and Isadora Miguel Braza, for the freight of some articles to-
be shipped on board the "Eagle," at Laos; but their place ofdestination
is not mentioned.
No. 23 relates to the brig "Dos Amigos," condemned in the' British

and Spanish mixed court ofjustice, on the 28th ultimo, and reported in our
dispatch marked Spain No. 10. The paper` in question is the list of the
crew of the American brig "cTwo Friends," John B. Conner master, bound
to Havana, from New York:; the list being dated at the latter plane, on the
last' January, 1837. It is endorsed by-Mr. Woodbridge Odlin, the Amefi-
can consul at Bahia, on the 27th April, 1837, who stated that the u Two.
Friends" had shortly before been sold in that por It the voyagefro'
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*:Eavna..to lkahia,;it would ppeartIMatOoimer acted as "captin ofthe.fl,"
<grirap41ing thezeal .i~mster'of the vessel. Q0Ir statement of. the charg

ter originally borne by the "Dos Amigos" is thus completely confirmed.
The pext three papers relate to the American brig "TTezer," mentioned

in a despatch of her M4ajesty's commissioners, dated 31st August, 1837,
class A, 1837, page 130, ashaving cleared out for this coast on the 21st
of that month. In that case, as in the present, J. W. Littigappeared as

owner and master; and so continued until it became necessary to change
the colors of the "1 Teazer"to Spanish, or to Portuguese,on the eve of the
shipmentt of a return cargo of slaves, when both he,. and such portion of
the crew as were Americans, were discharged from further service.

No. 24.--Thefirst paper is an American bill of sale for the "Teazer,"of
Baltimore, transferred to J. W. Littig by Robert A. Taylor, on the 18th of
July, 1837; but the place where thedeed was executed is not mentioned.

No. 25.-The second paper is the muster-roll of crew, consisting of 18
persons, shipped in :the American schooner "Teazer," Joshua W. Littig
master, bound to Lagos and Prince's Island; and it is certified by Mr.
Vice-consul Smith, at Havana, on the 22d August, 1837.

.No. 26.-The third paper contains on one sheetthe receipts of Royal
Pond, John Moore, John Wilson, John Shields, and Joseph Ijrumwell, for
their wages for 2 months and 26 days' service on board the American
brig "Teazer," Captain Littig. The document is dated at Prince's island, on

the 19th of November, 1837, when these five American seamen were ap-
yarctely paid off tn the vessel being prepared for her human cargo. It is
aost probablya colorable paper, intended for use in the event of the ".Ea-
gle," under her new name and colors, being boarded on her homeward
voyage; and by no means necessarily implies that Littig and the other
Americans actually left the vessel at Prince's island in November; but only
fthat from that .time they wished to have some-ground for claiming to be
considered as passengers on all necessary occasions.

Tios. 27 to 40, are 14 unimportant papers.
SIERRA LEONE, February 12, 1839.

No. 24.

John Maguire, native of Liverpool, states that his father wvas a custom-
house officer in Liverpool, and died about six years ago; and a few days
before his death he obtained the appointment of landing-waiter. The said
J. Maguire says, that, bping in New Orleans, he went to the office of an

agent for ships, named Gibbs, and asked for a ship; that Gibbs told him he
had a very good ship, called the "9 Dos Amigos ;" that he shipped at once,
without further inquiry; and that he went on board, and, seeing the Span-
ish crew, he asked who they were, and was told they were passengers;
thLat be (Maguire) shipped in the name of George Anderson, that being the

name of a sailor belonging to the American frigate "9 United States," who,
when that ship was paid off gave him (Maguire) his discharge; and that
the has no other American protection; that, when the American ship ' T4wo

friendss" arrived at Cabanas, in Cuba, he asked the captain for-his Visca,
-a. was told he might go on shore; and when preparingto do so, theq ate
Oled him back, aid said " Jack, you had better go rity us. He told hin

14,00.1



"boi'l arid the nmatb thenisaid. "'ihow are you to gret on shoreJ67' nndith~rebein)0' inaht'of doing so, he-proceeded on the voyage; that,' bef6ie the
ship arriVdd at' Gallinas, the men's names were changed, except some of
those that had American protections; and that the deponent was called
Samuel O'Niel.

*rhe circumstances of the voyage, as stated by Cassedy, the deponent
confirms. He objects to serve in the "Two Friends."

JOHN MAGUIRE.
SANTA CRUZ, July 26, 1839.

Memorandum respecting the sailors on board the brig' " Two Frie'nds,`-
under American colors, as stated by Francis Cassedy 'and Joseph
Oliver.

American crew, 13.-Two Engylishmen, two Prussians, three Frenchmen,-
two Italians, one Norwegian, one Portuguese, one Spaniard, one American.
NOTE.-Two Englishmen and one Russian went on shore at Cabanas,

in (Cuba.
Spanish crew, 11.-Six Portuguese, five Spaniards.

Francis Cassedy, native of Newry, in Ireland, shipped at Liverpool on
board the " Edward Bonnyfied,"' of Philadelphia, for New Orleans, .Iohn
Durkey master. Joseph Oliver, native of St. Ubes, in Portugal, left Lon.
don in the ship " Portsea," for New York, and from thence went to Nevr
Orleans.
They state that the brig " Two Friends" left Havana with a Spanish

captain and crew, and Spanish flag, bound to New Orleans. There (J.
Oliver says) the brig arrived about the 31st March or 1st April. He went
on board two days afterward, and there were no Americans on board.
The deponents say, at New Orleans American papers and flag were ob-

tained, and a crew of sixteen men were shipped as Americans, but are all
foreigners except one. The deponents say that they signed articles to g>
to a port in Cuba, from thence to port or ports in Europe, thence to the.
coast of Africa, and from thence to a port of discharge in the West Indies.
The "dTwo Friends'" sailed fromn New Orleans to Cabanas, in the island

of Cuba; and thencp shipped small irons for the legs, coppers, and about
fifty or sixty bags of rice, which were landed at Gallinas, on the coast of
Africa, (and Cassedy says, also, two Portuguese flags and two French flags,)'
where the ship proceeded from Cabanas, and remained 24 honrs only, and
arrived at Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, on Monday, the 15th July, after a passage
of 30 days.

Francis Cassedy states, that on his arrival at Cabanas he asked for his
discharge, whenl he found out the destination of the ship, which was denied;
and he is now desirous of leavillnr the ship, as he does not Feish to be cm-
ployed in the slave trade, which lie has no doubt is the oh(ect of the voyage.
JOseph Oliver states that lie also wn shies to leave the ship, and refuses to
continue the voyage. He (Cdssudy) is serving oni board the American ship
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4Two Friends," under the name of Robert Dashiel. A protection for a man
of that name was given to him by William Rogers, a seaman on board.

FRANCIS CASSEDY,
his

JOSEPH x OLIVER.
mark.

SANTA CRUZ, JUIY 22,1839.

SANTA CRUZ, July 31, 1839.
MY LORD: On the 16th instant, a brig called the "Two Friends," under

American colors, anchored in this bay. On the 22d, two seamen, named
Francis Cassedy and Joseph Oliver, came to her Majesty's consular office,
and said that they belonged to tle brig, and that they did not wish to serve
on board any longer. In answer to my inquiries as to their motives, they
made a statement, which I took down in writing and they signed. The
enclosure (marked No. 1) is a copy. 1 immediately went to the Marquis
of Concordia, the Commandant General, and communicated the facts to him;
and afterwards sent an official note, dated the 22d of July: a copy contain.
ed in enclosure No. 2.
On the 26th of July, another seaman (John Maguire) came to the office.

I wrote down his statement, which he signed. The enclosure (No. 3) is a
copy; and I, in consequence, wrote another letter to the Marquis, dated July
26th; copy contained in enclosure No. 2.

Since the date of the Marquis Concordia's answer to my letter, dated July
23d, the sails of the brig have been brought on shore, and also the arms
that were on board. An official communication also has been made to the
General, by the Swedish consul, in, consequence of a representation from a
Norwegian sailor, one of the crew of the "1Two Friends." Mr. Cullen, the
American consul, who usually resides at Port Orotava, has come to Santa
Cruz.

There cannot be the slightest doubt that the "Two Friends" was engaged
in a slaving voyage; and, in my opinion, after what has occurred, if the
vessel should be allowed to go to sea, either with the Spanish or Americaa
crew, now belonging to the ship, (the Spanish. crew are borne as passen-
gers, anrd the Spanish captain as supercargo,) it is probable that they will
become pirates; and so I told the General.

I understand the brig is navigating under the authority of a bill of sale,
and a custom-house clearance from New Orleans. There is no log-book
on board.

In my official letter to the General, I entered into details, and stated mi-
nute facts, that he might havegrounds for ordering a strict investigation of
the circumstances of the fitting of the brig, the ownership, and objects of
the voyage, if so disposed.

1 am, &c.,
R. BARTLETT, Conul.

VIscouNT PALMERSTON, G. C. B., 4-c. c5c. C.

I enclose a memorandum respecting the sailors on board the brig ac Twos
Friends," as stated by Francis Cassedy and Joseph Oliver.
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No. 25.

Report of the case of the Portuguese schooner " Prova,," Francisco Jos6
Dias master.

This vessel was furnished with a commercial passport, or re ister, from
the Government of the Cape de Verd islands, dated at Villa de Praia, in the
island of St. lago, on the 29th of December, 1835. She is therein stated
to be of .American build, to be owned by the notorious Luis Pereira de
Mello, and to be commanded by Libano Agostinho de Campo. It does not
appear that this passport was made use of for a long period after it was ob-
tained; and the first endorsement upon it is made by Fernandez, the Por-
tuguese consul at Havana, on- the 27th of July, 1A37, when she cleared out
from that place for the island of St. Thomas, under the command of Fran-
cisco Jose Dias, the present master. Trhe passport is again endorsed by-the
Portuguese vice-consul at Charleston, on the 13th November last; the ves-
sel having been obliged to put into that port in distress, a few days after
leaving the Havana. The only other endorsement is in the following words:
"Boarded by her Majesty's brig G. N. W., after a long chase, in latitude
40 N., long. 30 30'. He had his guns and muskets loaded, and states he is
going to Calabar to land a passenger." This memorandum is without any
date; but we have reasons to think that the initials, or number, is that of
her Majesty's schooner " Fair Rosamond." The passenger, on account of
whom it was pretended by the " Prova" that she was running into the
Calabar, is presumed to be a person of the name of Andres Cibras, by whom
a passport for St. Thomas, which is among the ship's papers, was obtained
from Tacon, the Captain General of Havana, on'the 2Qth of July last year.

In the official manifest and clearance from Havana, twenty bundles of
shaken casks, for bringing back palm oil, and 2,000 feet of boards, are
mentioned as part of the legitimate cargo; and it is remarkable, as a proof
of the utter disregard of even ordinary forms by the authorities at Ha-
vana, in despatching slave-vessels, that, while the custom-house clears out
the " Prova" solely for the river Calabar, on the 26th of July, the Portuguese
consul certifies, on the following day, that she was cleared out solely for the
island of St. rhomas. From the 24th of August to the 16th of November,
the "Prova" was detained in Charleston. It does seem somewhat extraor-
dinary that a vessel, both in appearance and fittings obviously destined for
the slave-trade, should have been allowed quietly to leave a port of the
United States, with her slave-trade equipment on board, after such ample
opportunity had been afforded of ascertaining the real object of her voyage.
In the documents signed by the American custom-house officers, it is stated
that the "PProva" put into Charleston in distress, and that no part of her
cargo was landed there. The cargo which she had on board is, however,
described, and '- twenty bundles of shooks" are included in the description.
This circumstance was, alone, it would be supposed, calculated to cause
suspicion. From two log books found on board the prize, it appears that
she came direct from Charleston, which she left on the 16th of November,
1837, bound to the river Calabar; which she did not reach until the 22d of
January, 1838, having been much impeded by calms.

After a lapse of rather more than four months, the guilty intention of the
"Prova's" voyage was carried into effect, and a cargo of slaves was taken
on board, on the morning of 3d ultimo; immediately after which, she was
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boarded and taken possession of 1by the boats of her Majesty's sloop i:Py-
lades," W. S.- Castle, Esq., commanding. A midshipman and prize-crew
were then'plated on 'board the prize, and' she was despatbhed -td this plac4
for trial.
On the 23d ultimo the '; Proval" came to anchor in this harbor; and the

clean aind cdxi'paraiively comfortable condition of the'slaves and the vessel
reflect grektlcredit'on Mr. W. G. Macpherson, the officer who commanded
heri 'Ph& marshal's report stated that 225 slaves had been on board the;
defain'tnd vessel at the time of-capture. and that only 20 had died during'
the passage up. The surgeon represented that the slaves, generally, were
thin and squalid, owing, as was represented to him, to their having beep
confined in bArracoens torseveral months before their embarkation; the d'y,
sentlery was prevalent among them; and that 54 cases of that disease would'
require to be treated in hospital; that the size of the vessel was quite inn
dequate to the numbers on board; and that it was desirable that (he whote
of the slaves should be landed as soon-as possible. This recomnmendatidni
was carried into effect on Monday morning, the 25th ultimo, the " Provw
havingonly arrived on Saturday evening; and it being therefore impossi.
blbi to receive her into court, or to present a petition for the landing of the;
slaves, until the following Monday morning.
The vessel was libelled in the British and Portuguese court, in the usual

manner; and, on the petition of the captors' proctor, the affidavit of the
prize-mwter, verifying the facts of seizure, and the authority of the seizor-
and authenticating the ship's papers, was received; together with the cap-
tor's declaration and inventory of stores found on board the detained -vem-
sel. A monition was issued to the marshal, summoning all interested part
ties to onpear on or before the 2d instant; and the witnesses in preparatory
produced by the captors' proctor, were ordered to give immediate attend-
ance, for the purpose of their being examined on the standing interroga'
tories.
On this occasion, Francisco Jos6 Dias, the master of the detained vessel,

deposed that he was born in Lisbon, and has lived there till within thelast
two years; and that he now resides at Boa Vista, in the Cape de Verd
islands ; that he has never served any State but Portugal; that he was re-
cently married at Matanzas, where his wife now is, but only temporarily, as,
witness's house is at Boa Vista; that he was appointed to the command of
the detained vessel, and possession of her wvas given to him at Havana,
about twelve months since, by Don Gregorio Menendez, a resident in Ha-
vana-but whether a Spaniard or Portuguese, witness is ignorant: that wit-
ness first saw the vessel there about a month previously, and believes she
is Brazilian built; that he was present when the vessel was seized for havy
ina slaves on board ; that she had no colors but Portuguese that she isi
91 tons burden, and had a crew of twenty-three officers and mariners, ex-
elusive of witness, all of whom, except two Spaniards, were Poitlugnese sub-
jects, and all were hired and shipped at Havana, by witness. in July last;
that neither he, nor any other of the officers or mariners, had any interest in
either vessel or cargo; that he was master on board ; that there was one
passenger, a Spaniard, named Pedro Cibras, who wvas a clerk at H-Iavanaa
and was taken on board there fori a passage to St. Thomas; that witness
knows nothing further about him ; that he was not talken to St. Thomas,
because his health would not permit of it, and that he had no interest or'
authority respecting the vessel or cargo; that the voyage commenced and
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was tohave ended at Havana; that the last rearing port was Charleston;
that the vessel was proceeding on her voyage from Havana to the coast,
when she carried away her jib-boom, and received other considerable dam-
age, which compelled her to go to Charleston, where she remained about
two months refitting, and thence sailed direct to the Calabar, where her
slaves were shipped; that the capturing vessel was first seen outside theCalabar, on the day after the seizure of the " Prova," by her boats; that the
capture took place within the bar of that river, on the 3d of June; that the
name of the owner of the vessel is in the passport, but witness does not
recollect it, being personally unacquainted with him; that the owner re-
sides at St. lago, Cape Verd, and is a Portuguese by birth; that witness is
ignorant of the existence of any bill of sale; that he believes the vessel, if
restored, will belong to the party named in the passport, and to no other
person; that the consignee of the vessel at Havana, and the lader of thergo there,. was Don Gregorio Menendes, a resident merchant in! that
place; that witness was the purchaser and lader of the slaves shipped in
the Calabar, and' who were bought by order of Menendes, with the goods
shipped by that person at Havana; that theslaves were to have been land-
ed at Havana, on account and; risk of Menendes, and will beloi'g.to.thaTenon if restored ; that the vessel was under witness's management- withreard to her trade, 'and he corresponds with Menendes only; that he knowsnothing of the former voyage. of the vessel; that the cargo shipped atHa-
vanawas a general trade one; that the present cargo is slaves, of whom'2 were shipped altogether, all from the shore in the old Calabar river;
that, after capture, the vessel was taken to Sierra Leone.
Ramon Penia, the cook of the" Prova," was the other witness examined;

but his deposition is of no consequence, as he pretended ignorance on every
point respecting which hewas questioned. The publication of the above
evidence was decreed on the 26th ultimo; and, on the same day, the prize-
master was allowed to file an affidavit, accounting for the deaths which had
occurred amongst the slaves. By this document it appeared that.X4 slaves
had died between the 3d ultimo and the landing of the survivors on the 25th
ultimo, notwithstanding every care and attention on the part of the officer
and seamen composing the prize-crew.
A petition for a day of trialWAs then presented, which was answered by

appointing Monday, the 2d instant, for the purpose; the monition issued on
the 25th ultimo being made returnable on that day.
when the courtnet, a returnfrom the liberated African department was

presented by theMarshal, showing that seven slaves had died in the inter-
val between their landing and theSitting of the court. The evidence taken
in the case, of which an abstract has been given above, was read; and the
illegal employment of the detained vessel at the moment of her capture be-
ing fully admitted by all parties, the "9Prova" was pronounced a good and
lawful prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal;- and the survi-
vors of the slaves captured on board of her, 194 in numbers were decreed to
'be emancipated from slavery.' It wvas also declared that sufficient proof
hid-been produced that 225 slaves had been on board the detained vessel
when taken possession ofby the captors, of whom 24 had died before the
vessel could land her slaves in this colony, and 7 subsequently.

H. W. MACAULAY,
IL DOHERTY.

SIERRA LEONE, July 31, 1838.
15)
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SIERRA LEoNE, July 31, 1839.
MY LORD: We have the honor to inform your lordship, that, on the 2d

instant, the British and Portuguese court of mixed commission condemned
the, Portuguese schooner " Prova," Francisco Jose Dias master, for being
engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves, and emancipated the survivors of.the
slaves found on board of her at the time of her capture by her-Majesty's
sloop " Pvlades," William Langford Castle, Esquire, commanding. The
4" Provaa" was captured on the 3d ultimo. whilst lying at anchor in the Cala-
bar river, having just before taken on board a cargo of 225. slaves, and be-
ing on the point of getting under way, for the purpose of conveying those
slaves to Havana. She arrived in this harbor on the evening of Saturday,.
the 23d ultimo; and proceedings, in the usual form, were commenced
against her on the following Monday; which were closed on the 2d inst.,.
.when she was adjudged to be a good and lawful prize.
Our report in this case we have now the honor to enclose; from which

your lordship will perceive that this is one of the ordinary cases of slave-
traders, owned and freighted at Havana, but sailing under the Portuguese
papers obtained at the Cape de Verd islands. The water-casks and slaves
.deck were, as usual, cleared out as part of the lawful cargo of the .vessel.;

Stress of weather, and damage. received at sea, compelled the "1 Prova,*
-soon after she left the Havana, to put into Charleston to refit;' and. sle. re-
mained there for nearly three months. The outward appearance alone of
this vessel, would, it might be supposed, hare excited suspicion as to the real
object of her voyage; but it is surprising that, fitted and equipped as, she
was, for the slave-trade, and with her leaguers (shaken) and slave-deck. oa
board, she should have been permitted to clear out from an American port
for the coast of Africa.

We have, &c.,
H. W. MACAULAY,
R. DOHERTY.

VJSCOWrNT PALMERSTON, G. C. B., EC., 4C., Gc

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox.
dEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, February 12, 1840.
The President has directed the undersigned, Secretary of State of the7

IUnited States, to reply to the note of Mr. Fox, her Britannic Majesty's en-
toy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, of the 30th of October last,
on the subject of the African slave-trade.
The Government of the United States is animated by as sincere and

strong a desire to see the African slave-trade annihilated, as can possibly
actuate that of her Britannic Majesty; and has, from its foundation to the'
present hour, pursued a uniform and consistent course for the accomplish.
ment of that end. Its duty to the world, in that respect, has been faithfully
performed; and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to humanity, it is to be
imputed to nations with whom her Majesty's Government has formed and
maintained the most intimate connexions, and to whose Governments Great
Britain has paid for the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation. It is not, therefore, deemed at all necessary to take v, more exs
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tended n6tide of Mr. Fox's general denunciation of the criminality o the
traffic, or of the opinion expressed by him that it is the duty of civilized na-
tions to unite inr its destruction. The Government of the United States,
having taken the steps which it deemed to be the proper ones on its part,
leaves to others to imitate or avoid the example it offers, without pretending
further to interfere with their right to decide, or with their decision when
made. It is not forgotten that this, Government at one time contemplated
conventional arrangements with other powers, and that one negotiated with
the Government of Great Britain was not ratified, in consequence of an ir-
reconcileable difference ofopinion in the two branches of the treaty-making
power in this country. The opposition then manifested, and which com-
pelled great caution and reserve in future dealings with the subject, has, it
must be admitted, been strongly fortified by rcent events, and especially by
the present state of the relations between the different powers who have en-
tered into conventional arrangements upon the subject.
That a fraudulent use of the American flag has been made by foreigners,

was made known to the President by the consul of the United States at
Havana, who has pointed the attention of this Government to the defects
of the laws regulating, the transfer of vessels sold abroad, under which those
frauds have been attempted or perpetrated. The President has lost no time
in calling the attention of Congress to the subject, by whom it will, without
doubt, be filly considered, with a view to the adoption of all necessary
amendments.
The state of things on the coast of Africa, as disclosed by Mr. Fox's com-

munication, has rendered necessary there the presence, for some time, of an
American naval force, as a measure of precaution, to protect American ves-
sels from improper molestation in that quarter of the globe; and, also, to
detect those foreigners who may be found carrying, without proper au-
thority, the flag- ofthe United States.
Mr. Fox suggests, tinder the instructions of her Britannic Majesty's Gov-

-eminent, that the laws of the United States against the slave-trade are in-
sufficient; but, in the several cases detailed by him, there is nothing to
sustain a presumption that any practicable change in those laws could reach
the persons who are at the present day engaged in the trade. The United
States have no authority to punish. the subjects or citizens of other nations,
foroffences committed against the laws of their own country, on the high
seas, or within a foreign jurisdiction; and the President does not understand
upon what principle hier Majesty's Government can expect that that of the
United States will either refuse admission to the vessel of a friendly nation,
which seeks refuge in distress, or establish a scrutiny into the business in which
such vessel may be engaged, with a design to deny succor or a clearance,
if found to be destined for a trade hateful to the United States, or forbidden
by the laws of the country to which she belongs. Her Majesty's Govern-,
ment, no doubt, inadvertently overlooked the essential difference in the rel-'
ative situation towards Portugal, Spain, and Brazil, of the two Governments
of Great Britain and the United States. With Spanish, Portuguese, or
Brazilian vessels, forced into our ports by misfortune, although engaged in
the slave trade, the officers of the customs have no right to interfere. It is
the business of the !consuls of foreign powers within the United States to
wafch over the interests of their countrymen, and to enforce an observance
of the taws of their respective nations; and the Government of the 'United
States does not interfere with any supposed infractions of them, except ou
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o1fflial applicption in behalf of theo qveorieensts - thQne pat'iq ei
ptrticu1arcase..
The President sees, with. regret, by the contents of Mr., Fox's note, that

hor Britannic Majesty's Government continues to think it important that.
the United States should become a party to a convention yielding the mu-
tilal right of search to the armed vessels of each other, with. a view to d-
tact persons engaged in the slave-trade. Her Majesty's Government cQ.-,
aiders such convention as the most sure and effectual mode of checking that,
trade. After the determination which the position and policy of the United
States have required this Government to make, the President would. regret
extremely to be convinced, that, in this regard, her Majesty's Government,
judges correctly. He cannot but think, on a. careful examination of the
evidence exhibited with Mr. Fox's note, that her Britannic Majesty's Gov-
er ment has overlooked both the causes of the present shocking condition;
of the slave-trade, and the remedies which are demanded to correct tb.
evil.
To do justice to his opinions on this subject, it would be necessary for

the. undersigned to institute a scrutiny into the proceedings of other.frienP4
ly nations, which might justly be considered uncalled for and invidious. It
will be sufficient to appeal to a few broad facts well known to her Majes-
ty's Government, and to apply to them the wvell-established rules of tra e
and of criminal law. There are slave-nmarkets. In these slave-markets, if
they can be reached before detection, the profits of the trade arc certain and
enormous: and impunity is, in that event, (unfortunately for the true inter-
ests of humanity,) quite as certain as profit. Destroy the market, and there.
is no slave-trade. Pursue the criminal into the places where his profit is
derived; render punishment there as certain as detection, and detection as
certain as just vigilance can make it; and the fear of punishment will be.
strong enough to overcome the love of gain-the great stimulant under
which the laws of humanity are every day violated by worthless members
of all human societies. In the largest and most profitable of these markets,
her Britannic Majesty's commissioners of the mixed commission have named
vessels employed in the slave-trade; mercantile houses as notoriously de.Q-:
ing in, that traffic; the number, of Africans brought in, contrary to legn
enactments and treaty stipulations. Like statements are made by her Br~i,
tannic Majesty's naval officers, and the commissioners of the mixed commis-
sin iln Sierra Leone. All the evidence furnished points to the source of th.e
mischief, and indicates the only effectual corrective.
The President, from all that Mr. Fox has presented, and that which has

been furnished through the officers of the United States, sincerely believe.
that the complete extirpation of the slave-trade depends not so much upoAn
tbe formation of the new convention desired by MrI. Fox, as on the faithful.
execution of those already existing. But little can be expected from the:
prorulgation of new laws, while those already adopted are treated as dead
lottoers in the criminal code.
The unfavorable constructions placed upon the conduct of the consul, of

the United. States at Havana, by the officers of the mixed commission, and,
communicated to this Government by Mr. Fox, have received from the:
PresiIent the consideration which is due to their, character and to the Ji
portance of the subject to which they relate. Fully informed, as: is hew
Majesty's:Government,, of' the opinions. and wishes. of that of,theUnite4
;5%t ipwq the subject of the slave-trade, it AnEcwarcely be:neessary to qA
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be allowed by him to, remain in ofcfe for a sWgleI day,.after it was mad to
appear that he. wAS sorecreant to lisu duty ap to countenance, in any. way,
;t traffic in itself so odious, and which id so severely deonced by~the, laWs
of his country. i.he conduct of the Vnited Stqtes consul at Havana, iln this.
respect, will necessarily undergo investigation, after what has been said of
it by her Majesty's Government; but. the President would. be unjust to the
known reputation of Mr. Trist, if he did not express his confident hope that
the result will be such as to satisfy all that great injustice has been dope to
him, upon this subject, and that his public and private character are with-
out reproach. It is very plain, that the inferences and suspicions of the.
officers of the mixed commission, derogatory to the official fidelity of. Mr.
Trist, have. chiefly had their origin in thie displeasure which was manifest-
ed by him at receiving from them information which they believed calcp-
lated to advance the known views of- his own Government relative to thp
slave-trade. The excited feelings of Mr. Trist, on the occasion referred to,
might, unexplained,'give cause for unfavorable inferences. But this. cir-
cumstance loses all its force, when it is considered that the displeasure of
the American consul arose, not from the fact that the communications were.
made to him, but from the estimate which he formed of the motives by
which those who made them were influenced. Their avowed object was
to induce him to take steps, at Havana, to prevent vessels which had once
been American from further prosecution of the slave-trade, and to bring to
punishment certain alleged American citizens, for having been parties to it.
In the case of the "( Venus," it was a prominent point to prevent her leaving
the port of Havana; and Mr. Trist was advised to make application, to that
end, to the Captain General. Mr. Trist, it appears, regarded himself not
only utterly powerless in respect to the accomplishment of either of the ob-
jects proposed to him, but also considered the office which the commis-
sioners undertook to assign to him, to be that of arraigning the local au-
thorities of Havana, from the Captain General down, for failing to detect or
notice a notorious infraction of laws, to the strictest enforcement of which
they.are bound, not in the ordinary degree, but in the especial manner
arising from the treaty obligations of their Government to that of Greftt
Britain. Regarding the matter in this light, assuming that the officers of
the mixed commission so understood it themselves, and believing an appli-
cation. to the Captain General for his interference, by the' commissioners
themselves, to be not only the appropriate, but the only one which could
promise success, Mr. Trist became impressed with a belief that the commis-
sioners, in making their communication to him, did so under a full' convic-
tion that its only effect would be to attach to the Government of the United
States a portion of the odium justly due to others, for the disreputable scenes.
which were every day passing. under their eyes, without a wellgrounded
expectation that his interference would be at all useful in arresting them..
The President does not allow himself to believe that such was their..objpOt;.
but it. is certain, as well from the' correspondence itself, as from the cormp-
nications of' Mr. Trist to his own- Government, that he so understood' it.
Constituting, as this belief undoubtedly did, the paramount motive for, his!
conduct upon the occasion, it effectually repels the construction attemptic
to be placed upon it by the con~rwssioners. A correspondence between.
the subordinateofljcers of the two- Governments, in situations like the -pres-
ent, is always permitted for ihe' interchange of reciprocal civilities, and, in
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stmne caid~b; tolerated titpisubjectsptoperlyibelonging to thieGoveniments
themselvEves"biut ould never be persisted in,wwend 6bjectbd'too6ht'eithef
side; and'more especially When the goiind of thit'bbjection'is,that tlhiiecor,
responden6ce is designed. to call in question the acts'or ood'fith of theGoy.
eriment of the objecting officer. It is, therefore, to U-regregtted thattt the
officers of the nixed commission did not, after the emphatic refusal of the
consul of the United States 'at Havana to correspond with them upon the
subject of the slave trade, in 1838, adopt, on a late occasion, the course now
pursued in communicating with this Governtment through their own. Much
excitement and misconstruction Iwould certainly have been prevented by it,
and probably without prejudice to the objects in view. Her Majesty's G6v.
eminent does not appear to be aware of the nature and extent of the ser-
vices performed by Mr. Trist for the subjects of Portugal 'There being no
Portuguese consul at Havana, he did, for some time, what had for many
ears 'een done 'by his predecessor, Mr. Shaler, and is 'now understood to

be done by the Tuscan consul, at the instance of the Captain General him.
self-and what was supposed to be due by national comity from the consul
of one friendly nation to the subjects of another, who had no consul of their
own to call upon-he certified to the execution of the ordinary documents
connected with' their maritime transactions. He could not be aware that'
his authentication of the execution of a deed of sale, or of the signature to'
-a protest, or affidavit to a-manifest, or list of crew, was to be taken as higher
proof than if given by any other consul, or that he was responsible for the
trath of the contents of either of those documents; and the undersigned
feels himself bound to say, that he cannot comprehend how it could be so
regarded by any unprejudiced mind. It is due to the subject farther to state,
that the moment Mr. Trist found there was reason to apprehend that his so
acting was thought capable of being construed to be inconsistent with the
duties expected of him by his Government, he at once refused his further
agency in the matter, and the Tuscan consul began to act, as has been
stated. Since December, 1838, he has performed no services for the Por-'
tuguese.consulship-a fact which could not but be known to her Majesty's
commissioners, and which they ought, in justice to Mr. Trist, to have com-
municated to her Majesty's Government. Prior to the receipt of Mr. Fox's
note of the 30th of October, amputations against Mr. Trist appeared' in the
public journals; and he was immediately induced, upon seeing an article
in one of them, purporting to be a compendium of British Parliamentary
papers, which contained grave charges against him, in his official charac-
ter, to address a letter to the undersigned, requesting that a formal demand
might be made on her Majesty's Government for one or more specimens of
certain blank forms signed by him, to be filled up as occasion might require,
which-were'alleged to have been found-on board of vessels engaged in the
slave-trade, and for all other specific information that could be furnished'
relative-to this matter. Mr. Trist preferred-this request, with a view to meet'
'the charges'; and.a compliance with his wish was only postponed because
Mr. Fox had, in conversation, intimated his intention of making a comniu-
nication to this Government regarding the abuse of its'flag, connected with
a complaint against the American consul at Havana, which it was supposed
would probably be accompanied' by' one of the ' blanks referred to-an ex-
pectation which was not realized. With a' view to a perfect understanding
of. the charge against Mr. Trist, and, to enable him fairly to meet it, Mr.r



23a ( 125 ]

Steyenson has been instructed to apply to her Britannic Majesty's Govern-
inent, in conformity with the wish of the United States consul at Havana.

In closing this answer, the undersigned is instructed to give to Mr. Fox
the most explicit assurances that the -vhole stibject will be carefully and de-
liberately wveighed, and the most decisive measures within the competency
of the Executive, and in accordance with the principles herein explained,
to reach the evil, will be taken, and continued, until the necessity for their
continuance shall no longer exist.

Availing himself of this occasion, the undersigned renews to Mr. Fox the
expressions of his great consideration and respect.

JOHN FORSYTH.
HENRY S. Fox, E3sq., LOG., TIC., 4C.


